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charge of dur! ant duties. But when we reflect that this 
fatal diſorder has, ' within a "few years made repeated ray 
ſome of dur: Fannie ten and with inerraſed 
when we conſider the magnitude of cvily arifing from the ihrer- 
 Puption of public and a buſineſs, whereby the national inter. 
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Na d in aid of tlie health laws of" the reſpective States for 
rheſe heing formed on the idea that ious ſicleneſs may be 
eee. through the channels uf commerce, there ſeems 10 
de a necefliry that Congreſs who. alone can regulate trade, mould 
frame a ſyſtem Which while it may tend to preſerve the @eners 
health, may be WW Ar pag with the intereſts 
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„While we think on this calamity, and nne; with che im. 
 mediare ſufferers we haye abundant reaſon to preſent to the * 
preme Being gur annval obligations ef gratitude for a liberal 
ticipation in the ordinary bleffings'of his Providence. To he 
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hls to our well being and ſafety; I mean the pirir which "he 
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at the ſame Time. perceive, that the French government appears - 
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an amicable adjuſtment o differences with that hoer. You: win T e 
at the ſame time perceive, that the French government appears - e 
ſolickoug impreſs the opinion, that it 19-averſe to! a ropture n 
this country's aud that it has in a qualified manner; declared itfelt *. Ty; 
willing to receive a miniſter from the United States for the purpoſe = N 
of reſtoring, a goed. underſtanding. It is unfortuuste for, profeſſions 

of this Kind, = they ſhauld. be exprefied in terme which may 
countenance the madmifible.pretenſion' of a right to preſcribe the. 4" 
lificatians;which a winiſter. from the United Staten, ſhould:poſ. 

«3, and that while France is aſſerting the exiſtence of a ere 

an her part to continte with ere the differences which have 1 
ariſen, the ſincerity, of a like diſpoſition on the part of the i 2 0 0 
States of which fo many « ative praots have been e EY 5 
mould even be indir eckly queſtioned. It is Nik worthy of obſerya- 23 
tion, that the decree of. the Directory, alledged to. be intended to- n 
reſtrain. tue depredations of French-eruiſers on our commerce, — „ 
ou en and cannot. give. apy. relief ;. it enjoins.them-ta +" ee 
the laws of France, relative. zo. cruiſing, a prizes, Wille 
help laws are themſelves the ſource'af he deprodations. of which 75 3 
we hays. fo long, ſo yaſtly, and 1o fruitleGgly. complained. , 38 bY 

The law | of France emabted in Janrary laſt; which ſutzecks to“ 
c:pture and condemnation neutral veſſels and their cargoes, if my- 
portes af the Lene 8 ef Ernie Niete oe protiieey Weg the e 
iutire prupertg belong to. geutrale, instead o being reſcinded, , 
has lately received a dn, dy the failure of A prbpaſition „ 
for its pepeak, While is law; which-is:an unequivocal at e 
war on the mmer af the; nations it attacks, continues in force, 
thoſe ,natiang.cun-fes in che French | govertitment only. a power re 
gardleſs of their eflüntial rights, of their independente and fove- ' 
reignty, [And if they poſſeſt the means, they can reconcile e 1 
witk their intereſt and honor, but a firm-reſiſftimce, © 1 

Hitherts, therafare, nothing is / difeoverable in thi nds of 
France, which ought to change or relax" our meaſures uf defence; 
on the contrary, to extend and invigorate them is our true policy, = 
ve reaſon to chat thoſe! mes ſures have bern thus = 
ed and parſed: and bn proportion as we enlarge our ud | 
wy the portentous and incalorJable” firuarion of Europe; we My 517 
ſhall, Bearer new and- cogent ade for the fall A 1 
our enexgieg.and reſuurecs. 

But in demonſtrating by FEI IS ther wad e i. 
the nat protection of our rights and honor, We ſhell give no l 
room to that we abandon. the deſire of peace: An to 92 gh Ty e 
preparation. for War can/alone inſure peace... lt e pence wat 1 
ve have uniformly aud perſeveringly: cultivathd end ane, 1 1 9 "40 
between us and France may view reſtored; at her gitties;* Mite: _ 
another miniſter, withope more 1 r. 
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Coels, 


wle See e not to filbmit." Tr moſt 1 T Ich win 
- if me is indeed deſirous: of accommodation; to take the re. 
| oilite eps. The Unired States will ſteadily oblerve the maxim 
ehen they have hirherto been governed. 'They will reſpect che 
% ſaci ee) rights of embally, And: with a findere diſpoſition oft the part 
© of France te defilf from hottiliry," to make reparations for the ij. 
ries hitherto infliced on our camtierce, and do jr alice in future, 
Do be ety . will be no abſts eles to the reſtaration of a friendly itirercourte, 
1 by ln making youthis declaration, I gie pledge'to France, atid is the 


the bumane and Pacific policy, which has invariably governed its 
proceedings, in conformity with the withes of the other branches of 


fiderivg' the late manifeſtations dt her policy towards foreign na- 


_ opinion; that wiether we negociate with her or not, % ee 
neee war will be alke indiſpenſible. 'Th 
e to os an equal treaty, und enfurt irs objedt. WED 
Among the mesſures of preparation'which appear Sippen it, F 
_ rake the Liberty to recal your a Tongs the naval eſtabliſhment, 
The beneficial. effect of e Farmsen 
__ the acts uf the laſt ſeon are e ia and ache ged. 22 
N ever, experienced more ſudden and remarkable; 


es from any meaſare of policy, chan ve have derived 9 att 

for dur maritime protection d We dught Without 

3 time, to lay the fh, 

N cient.to guard our \coalts.an 

rce. as it is doubtleſs in chr 

98 Y maintain, would alſo affe, th" 

defence, by facilitating the ſafs trapipotuy 5 of troops all 

ts every port of our entenſie coally; (+ Fo - — thiz im 

 . tant object, a prochent forclight req; res, that ſyſtembtical meaſures 

) ; be , for procuring at all, times, the , requiſite Ae and 

other Gpplies. In What wanne . he ny I wa . 
 eonſiflerarion, fon wk PL „ 


but proper to be communicated to'ttie legiſlaur e.. 
K ſter ane Spanith'garrifons kad evacuated the poſts which! they 
955 15 9 at the Natches and Walnut Hills, the eee of che 
Unitei States commenced his obſervatiohs to altertain the point 
nur the Miſhfippi which terminated the northerymoſt point of rhe, 
318 degree of north latitude. From thente he proceeded o ron 
ide boundary Une between/the United States and Spain. Re Was 
_  aferwards Joiged by the Spanith conimiſlioner;,” when the work of: 
.  foraner was cnurmeck; and chey eder together 16 the. 
jp kation oi tlie lige; | Recent informarien'renders. it probs 
le that che wwatſhen ndians. either infligatedto oppole the emaek. 
ow A Wo IT ee * Mos ro 


1 


world, 51 tlie executive authority of this covatry Mill adheres to 


me government, and of rhe people of the United States. But, von- 
tions, I dee it a duty, deliberately and 4 folemly, to declare 2 


* 22 


t provided” under 


mehr of var. ET wei | 
pro trade. / Such a naval 2 
ral the; United States re create 
de beſt means f enerd 
_ 


1 will now advert, Senden, 0 ds ben of Jeſs nome, 
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run 8 Unt over tand to which the Indian title had for bren"extin-. 
iſhed, have, ere this time, "(topped the progreſi of the commit. 
ers. And conſidering the miſchiefs which may reiult from 

continuing the demarkation in oppoſition to the will of the Inilian 


which the colnmifioners have ctually eſtebliſied probably extend 

at leaſt as far as the Indtan title has been extinguiſhed, it will per- po 
haps become expegient and neceflary to ſuſpend further proceed 

ings by recalling-our commiſhoner.. M 

The Commiſhoners appointed in purſuance of the fifth article of 

the treaty of umity, commerce and navigation between the United 


ly intended under the nam of the river St. Croix, mentioned in the | 
treaty of peace, and forming a part of the boundary therein de- 


October, they made their declaration, that a river called Schoodias,  _—_ 
which falls into Paſlamaquody-Bay, zt its north-weltern queren, 


the other from the northward; and that the latter ſtream is the 
continuation of the St, Croix to its ſource. This deciſion; it 23 un- 
derſtood, will preclude all contention among individual claimants, 


grants of Jands which have uten mage by the reſpective acjoining . 
rernments. A ſubordinate queſtion; however, it bas been ſupgeſt- . 

ed, (till remains to be determined, Between the month of. est. "= 

Croix, as now ſettled, and what is uſtally-called the bey of Fundy, 

lie a number of very valuable iflands. The commiffionery have not 


and unleſs the Paſſamaquady,. be a part of the bay of Fund 
further adjuſtment of boundary will be neceffary... But it is appre- 
hended, that this Will not be a age t of any difficulty. on 


Such progreſs has been made in t 
caſes of captures and condemnations of Ameriean veſſels, which 
were the ſubje& of the ſeventh article of the treaty of amity, com- 


= 
| 


tain—that it is ſuppoſed the Commiſſioners will be able to bring 
the buſineſs to à concluſion in Auguſt of the enſuing year: 
The commiſſioners acting under the twenty fifth article of te 
treaty between the United States zud Spain, have acdſjuſted moſt f 
the claims of our citizens for. loſſes fuſtained in confequence of their 


lic Majeſty during the late war between France and Spain, 


the deſire of ining the fulleſt information to direct the bell fe- 
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tribes; the "great expence attending it, and that the boundaries * 1 


States and his Brit aanic Mejeſty, to determine what river Was tru- . 0 
ſcribed, have finally decided that queſtion. On the twenty fifth of whe; 2a 


was the true gt. Cron intended in the treaty of pence, as far ab its $f 
great fork, where one bf irs ftreams comes from the weſtward, and 1 8 


a3 it ſeeins that the Schocdise and its northern branch, .boynds e 

continued the boundary lines throvgh any channel of theſe tas 9 . 
„nis e 

merce and navigation, between the United States and Great Bri- 1 i 7 1 


rellels andteurgoes having been taken by the ſubjetts of bis Catho- | . | 


e examination and deciſion of '' 8 


Various circumiſtarices hate concurred to delay'theexecution of - | 
the law for F ee the militory eſt: blimmenr. | Among hefe 


i:&ion of officers,” As this obzect will Jen e Tpeecily accompliſh- - : + 465", = 
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cd, it is expected that the raiſing and erganizing of the troops will 
proceed without obſtacle and with effect, W oy 
1 Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, „ 
I have directed an eſtimate of the appropriations. which wil be 
neceſlary for the ſervice of the enſuing year, to be laid before you, 
- c4companied with a view of the public receipts and expenditures 
- to a recent period. It will afford you ſatisfaction to infer the 
great extent and ſolidity of the public reſources, from the | prof- 
perous {tate of the finances, notwithſtanding the unexampled em- 
1 which have attended commerce. When you reflect 

on the conſpicuous examples of patriotiſm and liberality, which 

have been exhibited by our mercantile fellow citizens, and how 
Areat a proportion of the public reſources, depends on their enter- 

8 e you will naturally conſider whether their convenience cannot 
be promoted and reconciled with the ſecurity of the revenue; by a 

| a bog the hy ſtem, by which the collection is at * 
// a TT Re > 

a 3 your receſs, meaſures have been ſteadily purſued for 
effecting the valuations and returns directed by | 

' © ſeſſion, preliminary to the aſſeſſment and collection of a direct tax. 
No other delays or obſtacles have been experienced, except ſuch. as 
were expected to ariſe from the great extent of our country, and 
the magnitude aud novelty; of the operation, and enough has been 
accomplifhed to aſſure a fulfilment: of the views of the legiſlature. 

-; Gentlemen of the ann , ͤ OR OT 

\ Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, . 

I cannot cloſe this addreſs, without once more adverting to our 
political ſituation, and inculcating the effential importance of uni- 

tig in the maintenance of our Gavel intereſts; and I rruſt that 

| by Me temper and wiſdom of your proceedings, and by a harmony 
of meaſures, we ſhall ſecure: to our country that weight and reſpect 
to Which it 18 ſo juſtly ente... 


4 


* 
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_ Anſwer olf the Senate to the Preſident's Speech. 
ue Senate in a body waited upon the President of the United States 
df OR on iFednesday morning the 12th, with the following 

e nn SPEECH. 
+... To the Preſident of the United States.” 


: - © 
%; 


"4 


g Senate of the Uyited States join you in thanks to the Al- 
1 mighty Goc, fot the removal of the late affliting diſpenſations 

of his Providence and for the Patriotic Spirit, and general proſ- 
pPerity of our country. Sympathy for the ſuffering of our fellow 


- 


- Citizens from diſeaſes, and the important intereſts of the union, 


\ 4 - ; Ya - : 
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the act of the laſt 


8 
Ws | Re 7* 15 f Mg 1 FE 
PP 
demanCed of the national legiſlature a ready co-operation with le 
ſtate governments, in the uſe of ſuch means as ſeem beſt calculated Wes 


to prevent the return of this fatal calamity, _ 12 n 
Although wWe have ſincerely withed that an adjuſtment of o ©. 


a & 3 
11 


differences with the Republic of France might be effected on ſu fe 
and honorable terms, yet the information you have given us of  _ * 
the ultimate failure of the negociatiqn has not ſurpriſed us. In the 


general conduct of that Republic we haye ſeen a deſign of univerſal 
influence incompatible with the ſelf government, and deſtructive 
of the independence of other States. o PP: 
In its conduct towards theſe United States we have ſeen a plan 
of hoſtihry purſued with unremitted conſtancy, equally difregard- 
ing the obligations of treaties,” and the rights of individuals.  *. 
We have ſeen two Embaſſies formed for the purpoſe of mutual ex- 
ations, and clothed with the moſt extenſive and liberal pow- 
ers, diſmiſſed without recognition, and even without a hearing. 
The government of France has not only refuſed to repeal, but has 
recently enjoined the obſervance of its former edict reſpecting mer - 
chandize of Britiſh fabric or produce, the property of neutrals, 
by which the interruption of our lawful commerce, and the ſpolla - 
tions of the property of our citizens, have again received a public 
ſan&tion; Theſe facts indicate no change of ſyſtem or 08 ; | 
they ſpeak a more intelligible language than profeſſions of ſolici - 
tade to avoid a rupture however 'ardently made. But if after the 
repeated proofs we have given of a ſincere deſire for peace, theſe 
profeſſions ſhould be accompanied by infinustions implicating the 
integrity with which it has been purſued; if neglecting and paſſing 
by the conſtitutional and authorized agents of the government, the 
are made through the medium of individuals without public char 
acter or authority — and above all, if they carry with them a 
claim to preſer ibe the political qualifications of the miniſter of the 
+ WU United States to be employed in the negotiation, they are not enti- 
F tled to attention or conſideration, but ought to be regarded as de- 
©: I ſigned to ſeparate the people from their government, and to bring 
about by intrigue that which open force could not effect.” 
A We are of opinion with you, Sir, that there has nothing yet been 
ates diſcovered in the conduct of France, which can juftify a relaxation 
. of the means of defence, adopted during the laſt ſeſſion of d | 
the happy reſult of which is fo ſtrongly and generally marked. If _ 
the force by ſea and land which the exiſting laws authorize, mould 
be judged inadequate to the public defence, we will perform tge 
indiſpenſible duty of bringing forward ſuch other acts as will! 
I effectually call forth the reſources. and force of our:country. _ 
Al A ſteady adherence to this wiſe and manly policy; a proper di- 
ions F re&ion' of the noble ſpirit of patriotiſm which has ariſen 5 
country, and which ought to be cheriſhed and invigorated 77 
low every branch of the government, will-ſecure our bert y and inde- . 
non, pendhence againſt all open and ſecret attacks. 


„ 8 n 


N 


8 . l ” 
= 4 
3 


Way . 


1 
. 


mf} 


"s us; Juſtice and conſideration, may, be always depended wm. 


CONGRESSIONAL | 1 


We enter on (as boſineſs of the preſent ſeſſion with an EM 
ins for the public good, and ſhall beſtow that conſideration 
on the leveral objects pointed out in your communication which 


"ae reſpectively merit. 

our long and important ſervices,” your talents and firmneſs, ſo 
aten dif] layed in the moſt trying times, and moſt critical ſituations, 
afford a ſure pledge of a zealous -co: Aer in By ws. 
ery to ſecure Juftice and teſpe&, 


— and 


T which the Preſi ident made the follewing REPLY': 


— PRs 


- To the Sr MATE of the durrge STATES. 
Sürth, 1 — 


2 THANK voa for this addrefs, ſo N to 4 dien 6 
our conſtitution, and the eſtabliſhed character of the Senate of 
United States, for wiſdom, honor and virtue. 

I have ſeen no real evidence of any change of ſyſtem or diſpoſition 
in the French Republic, towards the United states. Although the 
_ officious. interference of indiyiduals. without public character or 
authority, is not entitled ta any credit, yet it deſerves to be cons. 
ſidered, whether that, zemkrity and impertinence of individuals, 
affecting to interfert in public affairs, between France and the. 
| United States, whether by rheir ſecret. correſpondence, or others. 


_ wiſe and intended to. impoſe upon the people, and: ſeparate: them, 


ried. Bren ought, not to be, enquired into and cor - 
recte « | 
I thank. you, Gentlemen” for, your ee that you. will bellow: 
| that - conſideration on the ſeveral: objects, pointed obh Ry com. 
1 which they reſpectively merit. 
A "1 I have participated in that underſtanding, ſincerity: 11 con- 
- nz which have been difvlayed- by my fellow citizens and 1 coun 


_ trymen, in the moſt trying. times and critical ſituations, ITE 


fulfilled my duties to them, I am. happy. be teſtimony of the: 
Senate of tbe United States, in my favor, is an high and honorable, 


reward which receives, as it merits, my grateful ackno w ledg : 


ments. My zealous co-operation, in meaſures. neceſſaty to ſecure 


iy N a, 
ee December 12, „ 1798. DMs DE 
n ouſe of Repreſemnatives. f 


enen, ES 
Richard Dobbs Spaight from North:Coroins, iu thy pace of 


Nathan Bryan, deceaſed, was qualified and tookhis ſeat in the: 


Houſe, 
Mr. J. Williams moved the eral reſuluslon for the e 


. ol two o Chaplains of Sons nas and wn 
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W on a meſſage 
fGmilar 8 the Houſe on mot ion of Mr: Dent,, reſcinded 
their reſolution, and agreed to that from the Senate. 
The Houſe then, agreeable to the order 9 
ſelf into a committee, on the Preſident 
the chair. Mr. Sprague moved the le ran. 
Reſolved: that ĩt is the apinion of this — 9 that a reſpect 
ful addreſs ought to be preſented, from the Houſe of e 


tives, to the Preſident of the United States, in anſwer to his ſpeech 4 * {4 


to both Houſes at the commencement of the preſent Seſſion, con- 
taining afſurances that this Houſe will take into conſideration the 
many important matters recommended to their attention. The 
committee roſe, and reported, and the reſolution was adopted by 
the Houſe, KI Res 
Mr. D. Foſter moved that a evnititves! be inted to draft the ' 
anſwer.  Mefirs, Dana, Venable, Harper, mer and aun 
were appo pointed. 
Mr. 8 ak prefented a petition of John Daniels, an ed undder, es 
dee laced on the Invalid liſt. 1 


Claiborne preſented a petition of N. H. S. Wewer; ſta- i a Wl 


ting his attendance on the army as a Phyſician during indiſ | 
of the army Phyſician, and praꝝ ing pay therefor, Mr. einen | 
"orgy that it be referred to a frle committee. | 
wp Williams 3 a committee of claims ought to be ap- 

pointed, to which it ſhould be referred. | 

Mr. Claiborne faid that if a committee of claims had been aſs 
pointed, he ſhould move for its reference to a ſeleck committee, 
it being a peculiar caſe. This gentleman had been at confiderable 
tg] and trouble for which he ought to be paid; Application 
lad been made to the Secretary of War, who had decided on the 
claim, but in a very particular manner, on which account the ap- 
peal was now removed to the Houſe, If it was referred to the 
committee of claims the difficulty of getting the members together 
might prevent that inveſtigation which was neceſſary to do ' Juſtice 
to the caſe; it could not be fo well or fo ſpeedily done as by a 
ſcle& committee, The motion was loſt. 


Mr, „Williams then moved that a committee of dach de 25 8 2 ; 


point „ purſuant to the ſanding rules and orders of the Houſe, _ 
Meſſrs, D. Foſter, Macon, Hannah, Freeman, N . 2 51 
Van An were appointed. F 80 
The above petitions were referred thereto, 
Mr. D. Foſter ſaid it was neceſſary the Houſe Would a bh 
what buſineſs remained unfiniſhed from laſt ſeſſion, and moved thav 
a.commitree of reviſal and unfiniſhed buſineſs be appointed. | Hs 
Meſs. Thatcher, Thomas and New were appointed. 


Mr. J. Williams moved that the ſpeech of the Preſident of the 
United: States be committed to a OS: the SE 
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| "ther part. Mr. J. 


. 
Mr. Williams red for the appointment of a committee or 


commerce and manufactures. 
Meſſrs. S. Smith, Sewal, Waln, Rutledge, Schureman, Tilting: 


| (Hal and Blount, were appointed. 


The Honſe then proceeded to the appointment of a Chaplain on 
Williams and Mr. Spragne were appointed 
. Tellers, who reported as follows; For Dr. Green, 55 ; Mr, Uſtick, 
35 Mr. Rogers, 4; Mr. Prieſtly, t. Dr, Green was accordingly 
declared duly choſen. Adjourned. ' | | 


a2 - Aids 5, Detvhiier 11. | 
The Speaker laid before the Houſe a letter from the BEA 


of the Treaſury, incloſing a ſtatement from the Commiſſioners of 


the city of Waſhington, of their receipts and expenditures, from 
May 18, to November 18, of the preſent year, which was order- 
ed to be printed. 2 
A mefſage was 3 from the Senate informing. the Houſe. 
that they had elected Biſhop. White as their Chaplain.” _. | 
Mr. S. Smith moved that a letter received from the Carers. 


of the Treaſury, during the laſt ſeſſion, accompanying a plan for 


regulating the collection of duties on Imports and Fonnage, be 
referred to the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 
Mr. Macon thought, as it was the intention of this report to 
provide a new law on this ſubject, it would fave time if the com- 
mittee was empowered. to report by bill or other wiſe.— Agreed. 


Mr. Harper ſaid it would be recollected that at an early period 
of the late ſeſſion, the Houſe took into conſideration an important 


ſudbject relative to an uniform ſyſtem of Bankruptcy, The bill 
propoſed, it was well known, was then paſſed over, on account of 
more preſſing concerns; but as he conſidered the buſineſs as of 
great importance, he wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe to 
It at an early period of the preſent ſeſſion, and theretore propoſed 
the following reſolution for adoption: 

_ Re56lved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and bring 
In a bill for eſtabliſhing an uniform ſyſtem of e through · 
out the United States. 

The reſolution was agreed to and a committee of five appointed. 

Mr. Thatcher, from the committee of reviſal and unfiniſhed bu- 


goes, made a report in part, which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Harper ſaid, no member-of this Houſe could be ignorant of 
the uſe at this moment made' of two acts paſſed during the laſt 
ſeſſion of Congreſs. He meant the acts commonly called the Allen 
and Sedition laws. No one could be ignorant of the ferment 
which has been raiſed, and ſedulouſly kept up, on account of thoſe 
laws. I do know, ſaid he, of a certainty, that this ferment has 


been kept up, in many places, by. a miſrepreſentation of the con- 


rents of thoſe laws. The poflibility of doing this will be readily" 


Ns) when it is ag little ae are * 


7 l 5 „ 
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ted] in the Union, and even where they do circulate, bow. liable the 
readers of them are to paſs over, without much attention, any law. 
which may appear in them. A law, ſaid he, is not like an article 
of news, which if a perſon remember in part, he may recollect the 
reſt ;—of a law a man ought to have preciſe and accurate ideas, 
and in order to attain theſe, it muſt be read at leiſure, and he mult 
have it by him, ſo as occakonally to refer to it. This cannot. be 
done at preſent, with reſpect to the laws of the United States. A 


comparative ſmall number of copies . are printed ;. of courſe, 


they are far from being generally circalated, and the great maſs .. 


of the people have no opportunity of becoming acquainted with _ 


them. I know Toe a. Mr. H. ') that the moſt unfair miſrepre- 
ſentations have been practiſed. I know an inſtance, where, in a 
large afſemblage of people, the bill which originated in the Senate 
on the ſubje& of ſedition, and which was never paſſed into a law, 
was read as the ſedition law complained of, and reſolations were 
founded upon it. I alſo know, that, in another ſtate, reſolutions 
have been paſſed, not upon the laws which are reprobated, but up- 
on a letter from a member of Congreſs, which contained, not per- 
haps,” wilful miſrepreſentations, but certainly misrepreſentations 
of the laws in queſtion. In order to counteract theſe evils, Mr. H. 
ſaid, he held a propoſition in_his hand, which he meant to ſubmit 
to the Honſe. And as an additional reaſon for moving it, he 
mentioned, that in an excurſion which he had lately made of many 
hundred miles, he had met with no individual (who was not himſelf 
actively employed in ſpreading the miſinformation which he com- 
plained of ) who did not appfove of theſe laws. He had indeed 


met with many who had 4 miſinformed with reſpe& to them; 


but all of theſe, without exception, have expreſſed themſelves ſatis- 
fied that the laws are wiſe and conſtitutional meaſures, when me de 
acquainted with their contents. In order, therefore, to enable the 
people to judge for themſelves upon this ſubject, to do away the” 
miſrepreſentations ſo induſtriouſly propagated reſetting them, and 
to defeat the attempts which he believes were made 

produce an armed oppoiition to * he offered a reſolution to the 
Houſe to the following effect : 


% Reſolved by the Senate and Houſe of be REAR. That | 
the Secretary. of State be and he is hereby authorized to cauſe to 


be printed throughout the United States copies of two 


acts paſſed during the laſt ſeſſion, the one entitled“ An Act re- 


ſpecting Aliens, the other “ An Act in addition to an act for the 
puniſhment of certain offences agaluſt the United States, and for 
other purpoſes.” - Ordered to lie on the table. 


ſpeech. 


an anſwer was returned to it, The ſpeech was at preſent, before: 
the, ne, e tp death the anſwer, 


% 


y ſome to 


Mr. ' Macon ſaid, it was unuſual to enter. upon this buſineſs N 15 


LEY 


Mr. Sprague called for the order of the day on the preſident I 25 2 
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Nr. Sprague replied, that his intention was to refer the ſeyerul 
matters contained in the ſpeech, te ſelect committees, Which bit 
thooght no way connected with the ſpeech. e 
The motion was negatived. Ii Fe Foc 
tived— 


»* Mr. Thatcher moved an adjournment, which was nega 
only 14 votes appearing for it; but a little time after, 
Mr. Rutledge obſerved, that as he ſuppoſed the motion for ad. 
Journment had been negatived from an idea, that the committee 
appointed to draft an anſwer to the ſpeech of the Preſident might 

ds ready, in the courſe of the ſitting, to make their report, be 
cC̃ould inform the Houſe as one of that committee, that they would 1 

not be ready to make their report this day. He chen renewed 

| the motion for adjournment, and the houſe adjontned accordingly,” 


* 47 


1 eee, © 

1 Mr. Harper wiched to lay a reſolution on the table, the ſybje& 

ef which had engaged the attention of Congreſs at their laſt ſeſſion 

__ and as it was in ſubſtance the ſame with a bill which then paſled 
this houſe, he truſted no objection would be made to it. It was as.) 


| 2 | | | follows : "= 0 E Nenne 
one That if any Rare againſt which a balance was Tepatted 
| dy the Commiſſioners appointed to ſettle the accounts between the 
1 |  Vnited States, and the ſeveral ſtates ſhall, within either 
4 pia into the treaſury of the United States, or expend, vr by a les 
ative act engage to expend, in executs N come 

| ; pleating any fortifications for the defence of the ſaid ſtate, at fach 
place or places, and according to ſach plan or plans as ſhall be ap» 
proved by the Prefident-of the United States, aud under hisidiress 
tion, a ſum in money or in ſtack of the United States, equal/to the 
balance reported as aforeſaid-againſt ſuch ſtatea, or to the ſum alſa+ 

| meld by the United States, in the debt of ſuch ſtate; ſuch payment 
\ © _,-. 6r/expendirare, when ſo made, ſhall be accepted by the United 
ͤ!eutes 38 a full acquittance of all demands on account of the ſaid 
” =, Valance; and the Preſident of the United States ſhall he, and here» 


Y ET * 
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=. 


dy is authorized to cauſe credit to be given to ſuch ſtate; on the 


| . | 

"mow . books of the treaſury of the United States accordingly : . Provided, 
; 1 however, that no more than one third part of the whole E 
1 F expenditare that may be made by any ſuch ſtate, ſhall be made 
* nin three per cent, (jack, nor more than one third part of the rs. 


| maiving two thirds ſhall be made in deferred ock: And provided 
424i, that any ſuch ſtate may obtain a full acquittance, as aforeſud, 
3 by the payment or expenditure of a ſum of money ſifficient, in the 


ers asg nner 


1 d qpinion of the ſecretary of the treaſury, to purchaſe, at market 
'V © price, the different fpecies of ſtock, the payment.ar Expenditare of 
1 . Which, would be accepted as a full acquittange as aforeſaid,” ” Au 
K  firovided ſurther, That if any ſuch ſtate as is Indebted assforefald, 
1 ſhall have expended fince the eſtabliſhment 'ofthe preſent govern- 
f | ment of the United States, any ſum of money in fortan 
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_ wb ier "which might be tho't The, reaſons which 
had been given for th n pablic:vion of the laws in 

_ queſtioh, were founded/upon fats which: had dome within. the mo- 
ders own knowledge, and from others which he fuüd he had learn. 
ed from Rib friends. Mr. N. coold bot he 
man had been mifinformetl; but as he had ſtated chat certain pub- 


hie 'meerings had acted upon falſe ztfor mation; rough drafts of-bills, | 


and other papers; Which difſtoverbd the entremeſt ignorance, he 
Hould de glad if che- gentteman from 8. Carolina would - indulge 
rhe luft wirk tire evidence which he-pofſefied upon this ſubject. 


Mr. Hyrper had ho objection to indulge the gentleman from 

Virginia, and if tn indulgence, the haufe, with che information. = 

when he required.” When e introdaced this motioh, Mr. II. 0 

Taj he Rated timer möttene df fact, rwo of which he aflbörted to he 
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' Mr. Sprague replied, that his intention was to refer the ſeyeral 
matters contained in the ſpeech, to ſele&t committees, Which bie 
 Xhooght no way connected with the ſpeech. © 
Ihe motion was negativen. a RA Ir 
VVMIXx. Thatcher moved an adjournment, which was negattved 
| only 14 votes appearing for it; but a little time after, 
Mx. Rutledge obſerved, that as he ſuppoſed the motion for ad. 
Journment had been negatived from an idea, that the committee 
appointed to draft an anſwer to the ſpeech of the Preſident might 
ds ready, in the courſe of the ſitting, to make their report, be 
© could inform the Houſe as one of that committee, that they would 
| Hot be ready to make their report this day. He then renewed 


che motion or adjournment, and the houſe adjontned accorCingly | 
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WMWecheſday, December 12. 
_ + Mr. Harper wiched to lay a reſolution on the table, the ſibje& 
of which had engaged the attention of Congreſs at their laſt ſeſion 
_ and as it was in ſubſtance the ſame with a bill which then palled 
; r he truſted no objection would be made to it. It was as 
Sn £5 e e ˖ e Ain 7 

_ 7" Reiolord, That if any e which a balance us repaetted 
by the Commiſſioners appointed to ſettle the accounts between the 
United States, and the ſeveral ſtates ſhall, within eithes 


8 ative act engage to expend, in execating, enlarging or com- 
n Na any Heere for the won — ſaid Rath, 7 fach 
place or places, according to ſuch plan or plans as be ap» 
3 Woe. ; — bs the Preſident of the United States, aud under his dire 
 _-_ __-—_*  tjon, a ſum in money or in ſtack of the United States, equal/to the 

balance reported as aforeſaid-againſt ſuch ſtatea, or to the ſum alſu+ 
med by the United States, in the debt of ſuch ſtate; ſuch paym 
x enpendirure, when ſo made, ſhall be accepted by che Unit 
» _ +»,  Srarts 84 a full acquittance of all demands on account of the ſaid 
' , balance; and the Preſident of the United States ſhall he, and lieres 

F by is authorized to cauſe credit to be given to ſuch ſtate; en the 
books of the treaſury of the United States accordingly : Provided, 

31 however, that no more than one third part of the Whole payment 
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WAL maining two thirds ſhall be made in deferred. ſtock : And provided 
Alto, that any ſuch ſtate may obtain a full acquittante, as aforeſazd, 


p qpinion of the ſecretary of the treaſury, to purchiale, at marker 
price, the different fpecies of ftock, the payment.ar Expenditore of 
v hich, would be accepted as a full -acquittapce vs aforeſaid,” Ant 

Provided {urther, That if any. ſuch ſtate as is Indebted agaforefald, 


tall have expended fince the eſtabliſhment 'ofthe preſent govern- 
ment of the 
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pay into the treaſury of the United States, or expend, or by a les 


c expendituare that may be made by afiy ſuch ſtate, ſhall be Wals 
in three per cent, tack, nor more than one third part of there" 


by the payment or expendityre of à ſum of money Mifficient, In he 
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| <cived from authority which he could not doubt—which was, that 
at a public meeting, when. reſolutions of an extraordinary and 


holtile Fong e were paſſed upon the ſubject of theſe laws, in 


une of rhe harangues which preceded theſe reſolutions, and upon 
which the reſolutions were apparently founded, a perſon read, not 
the law commonly called the Sedition Law, but the draft of a 
vill Which was reported in the Senate, which there underwent A 
total alteration, and was in this houſe, further amended... Thi 


. 
fact, tho' not founded upon his own. information, was told him by 
un eye witneſs, The meeting, he Taid wagheld in Louifa County, 
Virginia; and if the gentleman wiſhed to know the name of rhe 
man, he would give it to kim when he ſat down, but he did not 
think it proper to mention names on that floor, 
© The other two facts were theſe. ' One related to certain reſo- 
Jutions paſſed in Kentucky. He believed he did not before men- 
tion where they were paſſed, but he did not heſitate now to de it, 
He ſtated chat theſe reſolutions had every appearance of bein 

founded upon a letter written by a 1 oF Congrels, which 


letter he had read, and which contained, what pertiaps were no 


wilful miſrepreſentations ; indeed, from the character of the gen- 
tleman, he malt ſuppoſe them unintentional miſconceptions ;- by 


the letter certainly contained groſs errors, for the law is ſtated © 
as laying the moſt unjuſtifiable reſtraiot'on ſpeech, which was not 


withia the purview of the at, The third fact came within his 
own obſervation. It Was, that, in no inſtance, he met with 
- any individual, not himſelf actively employed in miſreprgſenting 


' theſe laws, or a moſt zealous party man, who was not upon hears _ 


ing their contents ſimply ſtated, convinced of their wiſdom and 


propriety. He had indeed met with magy yell intentioned: peo- - 


ple who had conceived prejudices of ſo firong' a nature againſt 
heſe laws, that they could not view them bat thro” a perverted 


medium ; but every man not of his deſcription, or ſtill worſe, ex - 
ed his aſtoniſhment that ſuch pains ſhould have been taken to 


Produce ſo much diſcord with reſpect to them, 


* 


| Tho', ſaid Mr. H. the gentleman from Virginia may not | bade . 


met with perſons of this deſcription, yet he himſelf had, and upon 


this ſtatement of facts, he had founded his motion. And he believ- 
ed it to be of primary importance, for whatever may be the inten- 
tion of gentlemen who promote the meaſures which he complained 


of; whether the perſons who ſtand by and ſay theſe reſolves paſs 


unanimouſly, intend to follow them up by acts, he knew not: but 
laid He, if theſe meaſures have any meaning, or the perſons any 


conſiſtency in their conduct, they muſt mean, and he ſuppoſed they 


did mean an armed oppoſition to theſs laws, and conſequently to this 
government. He hoped theſe effects would not take place; but it 


haad:been heretofore ſcen, that ſimilar: proceedings in another part 


9 


FTE gan 739832 


af. the Union, in reference to a former law, had produced the 
Gme lancntable cataſtrophe. He ſaw the ſame ſteps purſuing now 
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that were then pürſued; the ſame ipflathmatory reſolurions, and 
the ſume tumultuous affemblages of the people. ThE belt way of ; | 
counteraQing thele Jefigns; in his opinion, was to give the people 
corre& information with reſpect to theſe laws. He believed that 4 
the great body of the citizens of this country are ready to give a | 
hearty re to theſe and all the other acts of goverument; but "1 
he knew the laws in queſtion are not underſtood in various parts of 
the Union, end that diſcontents exilt; which would le removed by 
x fimple/publication of them. He was alſo convinced, that if even 
this ſhiould not be the caſe, the publication could have no other 909 
than, a good effect. In a matter, however, which fo materially N 
concerus the rights of the people, they ought to have full infor- | 
mation, which muſt, he was corivinced, produce general content. 
But if on the contrary, theſe laws are as full of miſchief as they 
are repreſented to be, their publication will increafe the preſent 
diſcontent on account of them, fo that gentlemen who have always 
been oppoſed to them ought not to ohject to their pablication - 
for his own part, he wiſhed truth to have irs fall force, and there 
fore did he advocate his moto. — 
Mr. Nicholas faid, he had not the leaſt object ion to the propoſ- « 
ed publication. As to the general charge of ignorance, whictr 1 
the gentleman from S. Carolina had made againſt the people whom 
ke had converſed with in his travels, he.excepred it, as he knew 
that entleman had always been in the habit of ſetting down all 
— 2 . to his own opinions to the account of ignorance. With 
reſpe& to the fact, it had turned out alſo as be expected. Upon the 
information, of a ſingle man; that a certain public, meeting had act- 


D 
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, 


ed upon the firſt draft of a law, inſtead of the Jaw itſelf, he has 
thought proper here te aſſert the fact. He could inform the gen- 
tleman from S. Carolina, that there were in the quarter alluded to, 
Shay of adminiſtration. as reſpectable for. accuracy and. informa-. 
u, as himſelf, and that a man of this deſcription was chairman 
of the meeting in queltion, _ With reſpect to the Kentucky reſo- 
lotions, the gentleman. from S. Carolina ſtates, he is induced. to 
believe, from concomitant. circumſtances, as hie now underſtood, 
that they muſt have been founded upon the letter of one of their 
members, tho“ he underſtood him as ſaying, yeſterday that he 
knew it was the fat, As the gentleman, however, has been ſo 
ſacceſsful in his juſtification of theſe laws on his travels, he would 
adviſe him to ſuſpend this buſineſs for a time, until his own obſer- 
vations accompanied a publication of the laws ; for, if nobody 
elſe does it, he would aſſure him, that; as ſoom as the ſeats of 
the houſe ſhall be a little better filled, be woold himſelf move a 
repeal of theſe laws. For his own part he had never met with - 
a man in Virginia, favorable to theſe laws, who was net poſſeſſech 1 
of all the argumeiſts Which had been uſed in ſupport of them in 
this houſe, however, ſince the gem leman from 8. n Ss 
their receiving | 
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ed them ſo grofsly ignorant, he had no obje&tion to thei 1 
Al che bghe he could throw upon the lübeck. 4 
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22 queſtion en a poſtpanement 0:9 gueapdnegnine, 4940 wh; i 
The queſlion was put for or a 1h e blank with x00,900, which. 
vas negatived, 12 votes only being in favor of it, chen ape 
50,000, which. was negatived, 36 to.31.; thep ypon 40, 000, in fas. 
vor of which, only appeared. 49 votes : then 11. 5800 which: - 
was carried; 42 votes being for ji. n 
The queſtion was nod on the reſolut ion as an ended. . 7 
Mr. Dawſon ſaid, if the houſe was determined to take the 8 | 
of the houſe L £418 "this reſolution ct preſant, he ſhould move an, 
amendment he kind which he had mentioned; but he would: . 
rather that the reſolution might be committed, chat he. might oor! 
pare, his amendment againſt to-morrow. ; 
After ſome objections, to this motion, by M N. Smich, as. bong, 
unneceſſary, when all ſeemed willing ta vote 115 (he. rolajatian, the 
motion was put and negatived without 3 diviſion. :- - 
Mr. Venable then moved 3 poſtponement till. tomorrow; in er 
der to give time to his colleagues to prepare bis menden. 0, 
The motion was carried, being 48 votes for ip. 2. 
r. Dana, from the committee appointed to BER 3 


4 - 


addreſs in anſwer to the Pieſident's weck. 2 3 repart, which 


Was committed for cee Nn e *D 


* fursday z 
"The Speer laid 1 the au a 2 Lade Ys Jene etary 
of the Treaſury, accompanying ſundry es exhibitin vg —4 
8 7 
the year ending on the zoth of june 1797. aWo on fales at YET | 
refined ſugar, carriages and_retailer licences,” to the c loſe 1 | 
T 79 7, together with a letter from the Coinmiffioner of the Reve. 
nue on the ſudjec. which were ordered to be printed. | 
On motion of Mr. Dana, the. houſe refolved itſe}f ipto a Commit jr 
tee of the whole on the addreſs yeſterday reported in anfwer do 
the ſpeech of the Prefident of the United States, and Mr. Dent bav- 
ing taken the chair, the addrefs was read as follows, omitting the 
words printed within crotchets, which were added as amendments : 


The words printed in Italics were ſtruck out in the diſcuſtion, ſq - - 


that the addreſs to be preſented to the Preſident contains the words 
Printed within Is, and 5 8 not e . thaſe e in Y 


Walken Tu 
| . . > * 5 La ; bs 
eie; 8 
. Preſident, of _. Haven Kisten, "Ret. ps 5 | 
WEB RE on | | 


IHE Houſe of Rep . 1 9 Dok Ach the” 
effects of the defolating mal by which the ſeat of povern- 
ment and other parts of our ountrytlipye recent been viel Ian 


| log our attention to TROY of its e raragent * * 4 
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jriag vs to conſider the enpediency of neeν,jc aur cnnſtitution · 
al powers, in aid of the health laws of th reſped ive ſtates, your 
recommendation is ſenctioned by - the dictates of humayity. and li- 
bers] policy. On this intereſſing ſobject we feel the neceſſiuy of 
adopting 8 expedient fer preventiog a calamity ſu diſ 
reſſing to Inflividugl ſufferers, and fo prejudicisl to our natianal 
R / erer 
That gur finances ore In a proſperens ſtate, notwithſtanding the = 
ommercial derangements reſulting from this calamity, and from 
ternal embarrafimets, id a ſaristactory maniſeſta tos of the great 
tent aud (lidity e the public veſources. Connected with this 
ſnuatian of ou fſcel concerns, the sſſurones that the legal provi- 
ſions for obtaining revenue by direft xatatian will fulfil the views 
of the Legiflatere, 16 peculiarly acceptable: ro 7 

Defirous as we ave that all cauſes of hoſtility may he mige. 
ed N by the amicable adjaftment of natienal differences,” 
ve learn with fatisfaction, that in purſbance/ of gur treaties with 
Spain and Great Brſtain, Herne hate deen made for defigitive-" 
y ſerrling the controverſies relatlve to the fourhern aud the narth-" | 
aſtern limits of the United States. With fimilar ſentiments have” . 
ve received your information, that the proceedings under cammif." 
lions authorized by the ſame teres Are ta a rApettabſe tio! 

f our citizens, the proſpect of a final decifion on their 54 my | 
ring ny committed by ſubje&s of thoſe powers. 
It wou 


11 be the theme of mutual felicitarion, were we effired of 
perietting fimilar moderation and juſtice fram another power, 
the French Republic between wWiom [which]. and the ned 4A 
States, differences have unhappily ariſen. But this is enieg us bx 
he ultimate fallure of a: $2 which have beer! taken by this 
government towards an amicable adjuſtment of thoſe ' diFerences, 
and by the various inadmiſſible pretenſions on the part of that aa -- 
The continuing in force the decree of January laſt, to which yoa. 
ve more particularly pointed our attention, ought of irfelf; tao he 
onſidered as dem ive of the real intentions of the French * 
overnment. That decree/proclaims a predatory warfave againſt ' 
he unqueſtionable rights of neutral commerce; which f with | e 
eans of defence, our intereſt and our honor, command us to repel.” 
It therefore now becomes the United States to be as determined in 
tfiſtance as they have been patient in fuFering, and condefc ending 
A nf ‚ f! 
While thoſe who direct the affalrs of France perſiſt in the en- 
orcement of decrees fo hoſtile to our eſſential rights, their conduct 
orbids us to confide in any of their profeſſions of amity. 
As therefore the copdg&- of France hitherto exhibits nothing 
hich ought to change or relax our meaſures of defence, the policy, 
of extending and invigorating thofe meaſures, demands our ſedulous 
attention. Ehe ſudden — remarkable advantages which 'this 
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profeſſions will ſeduce you into any abandonment of the rights 
PL Cate er to the United States, as [a] free and independent 


country has-experienced from a ſmall paval armament, ſafficienty 


prove the utllity of its eſtabliſhment. As It reſpects the guurdi 
of our coaſt, the 13388 our trade, and the facility of fafels 


tranſporting the means of territorial defence to every part of but 
maritime frontier, an adequate naval forte muſt de conſideved ay 
an important. object of national policy. Nor do we heſitate to a; 
dopt the opinion, that, whether negociators with France are re. 
= or not, vigorous preparations for wat will be alike indifpen. 

In this conjuncture of affairs, while with you we recognize bur 
abundant cauſe of gratitude to the Supreme Uiſpoſer of events for 


the ordinary bleſlings of Providence, we regard, as of high national 


importance, the maniteſtation in our country of a 'magnanimious 


ſpirit of reſiſtance to foreign domination. This ſpirit merits to be 


cheriſhed and invigorated by every branch of government, as the 
ineſtimable pledge of national proſperity and glorx. 
Diſdaining a reliance on foreign protection; wanting no foreign 


# 


82 our liberties; reſolving to maintain our national in. 


dence againſt every attempt to deſpoil us of the ineftimable 
treaſure, we confide, under Providence, in the patriotiſm and ener- 
gies of the People of the United States, for defeating the boſtile en. 
terpriſes of any * :! · üwA To os 
To adopt with prudent, foreſight ſuch ſyſtematical, meaſures as 
may be expedient for calling forth thoſe energies whereyer the . 


tional exigencies may require, whether on the pcean, or en our own 


territory and to reconcile with the proper ſecurity of the revenue, 
the convenlence of mercantile. enterprize, on which ſo great a pro- 
portion of the public reſources depend—are objects of moment, 
which ſhall he duly regarded in the courſe of our deliberations, 

Fully as we accerd_ with you in the opinion, that the United 
States ought .not to ſubmit to the hamiliation. of ſending} another 
miniſter to France, without previous afſurances ſufficiently determi: 
nate that. he will be duly accredited, we have heard, with-cordial 
acqriescence (approbation] the declaration of your purpoſe ſteadily 
to obſerve thoſe maxims-of humane and pacific policy. by which 


the United States, have hitherto been governed. While it is left 


with France to take the requiſite ſteps for accommodation, it is 
worthy the Chief Magiſtrate of a free people, to make known ſ0 
the world, that juſtice on the part of France will annihilate every 
obſtacle to the reſtoration of a friendly. intercourſe, and that the 
Executive authority of this country, will reſpect the ſacred rights 
of embaſſy. At the ſame time wiſdom and decifion which have 
characterized your paſt adminiſtration, aſſure us that no illuſory 


a, 


Tube ſeveral amendments paſſed without debate. 
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The committee roſe; and the chairman reported the mani, 
to which the houſe ngreed, and the addreſs paſſed. as amended, ' 

Mr, Thatcher ſaid as there was no oppolitio the addreſs, he 
would move that it be inſerted- on the Journal of the houſe as a- 
greed to unanimouſly. - This motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. Dana moved the uſual reſolution, that the ſpeaker. acct 

panied by the houſe ſhould wait on the Preſident with the a6drels 
A” that a committee be appointed to wait on him, and to 9 
when, and where he would pleaſe to receive them. ag 

Mefirs. Dana, Venable and Harper, were appointed, who 
the houſe roſe, reported that they had pei formed that ſervice, a 
that the Preſident had appointed nee 120 clock to, 1 1 
it at his houſe. | 

On motion of Mr. A. Foſter, a petition of Nathaniel 1 
preſented laſt ſeſſion, was referred to the committee of mne 
and manufacture. 

Mr. Harper aid that he hed been directed by the board of man- g 
agers on the impeachment of William * (in the abſence f 
the chairman, Mr. Bay ard) to move that a member 2 chat board 
be appointed in the. place of Mr. ditgreaves, (reſign ; 

The Houſe accordirgly proceeded to ballot ; Mr. 7 9 and Mr. 
Wadſworth were appointed tellers, who on counting the votes re- 
ported for Mr. Kittera 18 votes : a great number of other r 
bers were voted for. 

The Speaker declared: that there nor being a ma jority of the 
whole in fayor of any member, the Houſe muſt ballot again : which 
was done accordingly and on the return there appeared 38 votes 
or Mr. Kittera, and he was declared to be duly choſen. 

A meſſage was. received from the Senate by Mr. Otis, That he 
was directed by Senate to notify the Houſe," that agreeable to an 
order of 3d March laſt, the ſummons. had been duly ſerved - oa 
William Blount, by the ſergeant at arms, commanding him to ap- 
pear before the Senate vn the third Monday in December inſt; to 
anſwer for high crimes and miſdemeanors, and that the return had 
been made at the office of the Secretary of State: | 

The Houſe agreeable to the eder of the day, reſolved inſelf into 
a commitree on the reſolution of Mr. Harper, reſpecting the batan- 
no from certain ſtates ro the United ned Nux. Arier 
chair. 

The tees was. * enbont iy ville; and the * 
Houſe agreeing to it, Mr. Harper moved for thie appointment of a 
a to bring in a bill purſuant rage A Gallatin, 
pokes and 8 were appointe. JOS . 
Friday, Dbcember 14. 1a 4 
Mr. Varnum, from the Dire of election, mode a report, 
S | ating that the committee had examined the credentials of Meſlrs: - 
race, Waln, Eggleſton, and Spaight, new e ue * 
hem entitled to their ſeats, N de He. / 
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oo Mr. Sewall; from the eommiktes apponted to prepa 


a bill provicitdg an umitrm ſyſtem ef — yh — 
United States, Ported & Bill, nch being u ebpy of the — N 
tors the hohfe, at the lall lion; 2 boy after ready 


the title, Csumittel te a cormaittse of the whole, and made ty 
Wenne. Wen 20018 $90: e Ne 
Mr. Hartley ppoſed, as Were are ſeverul munis du. 
deaf üs ſeſon, end as ſome of the old members might not han 
preſerved tlieir copies of this bill, that it Would be Wees to be 
Printed. - He therefore made # motion for the 
Mt: Macon Goabted #6: the clerk would be uble to Farr 
nem members With copies of the old editions; io, he hoped i 
Would not be again printed. He -bgtieved the varigtis Bilts with 
Sad been reported from lien to ſeoh, had already colt'the 
Vatted States more thin-2 thodfind pouhds; for, when he eine 
firſt to Congreſs, he found the ſubject before the Böuſe; and it hu 
remufted ever firict; and #5 be l 80 del bf its paſft dür dg the 
| pe ſefion, he hoped if it was printed, that thefe wteuld M4 
ffivietir bumber of topics, ordered, yo ferve for ſeverul Yeats. th 
wiſhed the clerk to be apt whether were were nor a Lufficienit 
of copies on hand. 
The ſpeaker atſvertd that ths den would engere what vop! 
arc on hand. ne: 28 
The hour being rler at which the Preſidetit had appointed th 
teceive the dare of Ans hoaſe in anſwer ts his teeth ts bon, 
| bouſts, the ſpeuker annsuncedd it, ad the Houſe withdrew for th 
purpoſe of preſetitiiy the addrefs. a en 
In about à quarter of ad hour, the weilpete terurnsd; bel wi 
ſpeaker having taken hid thait, procecded te read ce baſwer to 
their addfeß, + <6þy öf Which had been pat Uo! His bund * tht 
| Preſident, It was 4 follows : "Rs AY gh | 
1 K nne IX Tis 
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ſincere 8 * — to the ES * non 
| ſentatives of the N. States, for their excellent addreſs, ſo oon 
nant to the character of repreſentatives of a great and free peaple, 
The judgment and feelings. of « nation, I believe, were neyer more 
truly expreſſed by their Tepreſentatives'than by thoſe of our coults 
ents, by your decided declaration, / that with. our means of ge. 
ende, our-intcreſt and honor command us to repel a predatory. wat 
_ againſt the unqueſtionable rights pf neutral commerce. That it be: 
comes the United States to be as determingd in xeſiſtance ag they ef 
have been patient in fuffering and ande aeg In negociation, re 


| * . 


Tunt whitle thoſe who dire the Affalrs of Fratice perfil in che en 


fForceutent of decrees, ſo hoſtile to our eſſential righrs, their candor {5 
forbids us to confide in any of their as aaa oF vanity”; that 983 
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ſyſtematical meaſures. as may. be expedient. for calling forth the 


adequate Wee del be+evnileredl. as an jerportant 0 

of national policy, and that whether nagheiatlong bee wo bene 

e not. r e re will be 6 2 

The gererond Aicdain nth, — * . 0 

of à relianet on foreign protection, wanting no fare ign „ 

of our liberties, neſolving to mbintain our, national le 

againſt every attempt to deſpoil us of this, ineſtimeble treaſure, = | 

will meet the 888 every. found: anderſtanding, and - vi 

AY of wb) on, American... | 
It ” fer out e of m 

umenta on tha ſubect of 7 75 or the. = „ 

your apinion, that the paliey of extending and e our - 

meaſures of defence, and theadogtion wich prudengforefight, fach 


energzies of our country, wherever the national gwigencies may xe- 
guire, whether on tbe oceay or on our own territory, will demand ok 

your fedulous attention (0 
„At the Gme time t rake the liberty | to alfure you, "the 1 it mall be 5 
my vigilant endeavour, thet no illuſory profelſions ſhall ſeduce me 
into an abahdonment of the rights. which belong to the United 


of LY 
f 
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fen ©, free and independent nation. 3 3 75 | 
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_ United States, Dee; 14, 2798. hc 


The reading of the Preſidene” 8 abſwer _ Bolte, | 
Mr. Harper moved that he Fo 2 10 1+ 6ithittee oY "yh 
yhols on the. ſtate of the Union, fort (47 of taking up the 
nt's ſpeech 3 which motion being agreed 22 and * com. 
mittee forme 7 n 
He pr we ropoſed the following i hides: 345 2 
Ived, as the opinion of this Mi bs 8 0 1 of ay 
the ſpeech of the Preſident of the United States, to bath houſes of | 
Congreſs, at the commencement of the preſent (ffion as relstes to 
the expediency of eſtabliſhing ſuitable retzulations in aid of the - 
health lanes the reſpeRive ſtates, for preventing tlie introduction 
of con $ diſeaſes, be r ferred to E committee, with rue of 
report by bill or other 
+ That fo much of the [aid ſpeech a6 relates to 2hs! extendin 
an invigorating the meaſures of defence-heretofote: adopted by (HY: 
government, of the United State 2 be referred to f e 2 
That N much ch of the faid ff peech us relates to the naval ey 3 
biif ment and to the au ation of the navy, and the adaption 


of ſyſtematic. meaſures x, prochring 1 timber and other ſupplies, be 8 : | 
A 3 to a commit ce. 15 
at ſo much o* the nid ſpeech as relates to a reviſion of the - 


Hil. e of che part vf che rovehee in 
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© aride fem Nr on merchandizes imported, wad regard 
referred to a committee of commerce and manufaQures, 

The firſt refolution was taken up : when Mr. Dayton (the ſpeak 
er) (aid, he could ſee no reaſon why this reſolutien ought not to be 
referred tothe: committee of commerce and manufactures, as well 
as the laſt, fince the power of 'Congreſ# to act oft this jen * 
derived from their power ꝛ0 regulate commerce. 

Mr. Harper had no doubt the committee of commerce and manu- 
factures was well ſelected for the purpoſe of acting on this fulj 
as any other committee mighit be; but he could fee no conne 
berwixt the preſervation of health and the regulation of commerce, 
It was true, that the regulations for this purpoſe might ultimately 
have ſome effect on commerce, and therefore it is proper that the 
propoſed meaſures ſhould be taken by Congreſe, but this does not 
_ neceſſarily connect the two ſubjecte. He was not however, tena« 
_ cious as to the mode he had propofed n 


Nr. Dayton moved to amend the reſolution, ing the 
reference to the committe * commerce and manu Poms as the 
gentleman from South C bimſelf, tho“ he had at firſt denied 
any connection between commerce and this ſubject, afterwards 
ſhewed the connection to be intimate. 
Mr. Macon thought it would be beſt to leave the reſolution 
blank, and let the reference be determined in the houſe. If. rhe 
ſubject was refered at all, it certainly 25 00 to go to the commit - 
| tee of com erce and manufactures. 25 
t and carried. 


The queſtion on the amendment was 
The queſtion returning to the a>! of an ; 
Mr. Venible ſug o the mover of his ads; the pi 

Wi of modifying it fo as that the committee of the whole mi 

determine merely upon the principle. He thought it. i improper 

dor a, committee of the whole to make N TI ought to 

WE OE. her Ad net of the courſe profile b 

4 M. Harper did not approve e courſe pro y 

i} '&*. tleman from Virgioia, 2 a poſitive affirmative 8 

ns is propoſed in the firlt inſtance, it never fails to produce a LA 

= on teure diſcuſſion. This had been heretofore eee age of, a 

Ie the laſt feſſion the mode which he now propoſed was adopred, a fe- 

V lect committee reports in detail, and the houſe can act more un- 

derſtandingly in this way, than when called to vote _ art ab- 

45 — propoſition. Dung 

">, The queſtion was po the reſolution and carried. 

2 . The ſecond, third para, reſolutions were agreed =, WS4 

5 t debate. 
ky wi committee then roſe, and the houſe took up aud concurred 
mim the reſolutions, Committees of ſeven members ench, were ap- 

5 pointed, to carry into effect the ſecond' and third r 0. | 

C That part of che report of the committee of reviſat and unfiniſh- 

| . ed buſineſs was next takew "Op and SEE to, which EY that il - 
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and means, agreeably to the ſtanding rules ad arders of the 
le then moved that the ſaid committee conſiſt of nine Sees 


gative, the queltion was not carried 
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all depend desen cod inthe laſt felon, on to 
a pps r as they may del beet Md 
ber; oeh. ie: wellen on: the! individual claimant * 
n ee b 

Mr. . forthe. a Dei of 8 to 
in a bill for the 8 of che e rpm pon of the U. States, 1 
Mr Har ed the propriety letting this ſuhject lie 
until a 3 ways means was COST as a bill of a 
ſimilar kind originated with that committee at the laſt ſeſſion; and 
there would be N in 3 the bulineſs have the ſame 28 
courſe at preſent. ö ne 
_ Mr. Decor had no-abjetion. I 45 . 

Mr, Harper moved for the a 


4) 


. ofa ple fe 


The motion was agreed to. EH TM 


Mr, Nicholas hoped, as this is a very important committee; it 
2 conſiſt of ſixteen, Which is a member from every Stare of | 
the Union. 

This was objetted to by Mr. H 2 Jak on af areved of ito 
difficult to get ſo large a number of members together to do bing 


"neſs, ſtating alſo the idea as fallacious that there was more com- 


plete knowledge on fiſcal matters in ſo numerous a committee, 


E in a ſmaller, as wherever information was wanted from States 


not repreſented in the committee, it was . eaſily. obtained by 
enquiries of the members from thoſe States, 

After the remarks of ſeveral members, which relate chiefly as 
to the manner of putting the queſtion, two of the States, via. Del- 
aware and Kentucky, being at preſent unrepreſented, Art length 
it was determined that the ſenſe of the houſe ſhould be taken on 14, 


and when the repreſentatives of thoſe to Stgtes arrived, a motion 


might be made to increaſe the committee to 16, and the 8 


would of counſe ſele& a member from each of thoſe ſtates. # FE 2 


The queſtion on having the committee conſiſt of x4 members 
was accordingly pe when there appeared to be 34 votes in W 
of 1 it, and 34 againſt it. The . declaring himſelf 1 in the wh "* 7 


The ſenſe of the houſe was then taken 09 nine) and i was — 
ried. 35 to 30. 5 ws” . 


The Speaker informed the bort that wid was now no cee 
of the day, except the reſolution of the gentleman from South Ca- 
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4 Harper wiſhed this order to be rides" op: when 7 5 | 
forward the amendment which lie x rint- 

ing al ng with theſe acts certain parts of the Co 33 x 
to 5 infringed 1 un n on e e | 
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CONGRESSIONAL 


ths: 3 cnafinindia conſiderable debate. 5 
from Mr. Harper, that it was improper; td publiſh extracts 
the Conſtirutiou but that if the motion was for printing the 3 
of it, he would not object to it.' Mr. D. varied his motion, ſo 
to include ther whole ot the Conltiturion, e the amendments 


which are now a part of it. 
This motion, after conſiderable | age was taken by yeus and 
"nay, and negatived, 41 0 3. eee 


Mr. Dawſon then renewed his mation PRs printing certain barks 
of the Conititution with theſe laws, which was negaiived,;:47 to a9. 

Mr. Joſiah Parker next moved to have the aniendments of the 
Conqtitation, now become a part of it, eee with theſe 44 43.— 


This motion Was megatived 45 to 32. 
ons 45 moved 


The queſtion was then taken on the or 


| by Mr. Harper, and negatived 45 to 34% $9726 nn 


The houſe / having taken up Mr. Harp ropofitian for dne 


6. Ultribated gratis, 
Aeughout the United States 


Mr, Dawſon ſaid, when the ſuhject An wh SA day before the 
* houſe, he had nv objection to the reſolution, as it had ever been his 


- 


wiſh to give the fulleſt information 1 his. bogſtitdents Ny, = 
he was 4050 to favor it, rhough fr om reaſons, he believed, gif 


| Freut from thoſe Which actuated the mbyer bf ir, as he Wed 


ot, a thorough knowledge of theſe faws' would inſure their repel, 
ot he then; and now, thpogh t that it Was prematurely broo 

t have walted, at leaſt, until he 

ed propoſition for the repeat of theſe laws: Was 

known ; eſpecially when it is recollected that no effect can be pro- 

duced by the mealure during the preſent ſelllon. It "was under 


this idea that he had moved or 4 | olfpogtinent of the deciſion ; 
but as that motion was negatived, he preſumed it was the pleaſure 


of the houſe to a& upon the reſolution at preſent, and therefore he 
wiſhed to make the information as complete as poſſible. He would 


move to have printed with theſe laws, all the parts of the Conſtitu- 


tion which appeared to him to relate to the. 1 55 zs well thoſe 
which may be "ſuppoſed to give the power to Congreſs,” as thoſe 
which prohibit the exerciſe of it. If he had omitted any, be ſhould 
readily agree to their inſertion, © Mr. D. then moved to add rhe 
following, “and the eighth ſection, and firſt and ſecond clauſes bf 


the ninth ſection of the firſt article ; the firſt ſection, and the third 


clauſe of the ſecond ſection of the third article of the Conftitution of 


the United States; and the third, ſeventh, eightb, cleventh and 
twelfth articles of amendment which now form a part of the laid 


Conſtitution. 35 „ 


of 
2 intention af the mover of the amendment, he wiſhed to he inform · 
whether he believed there was any partlon of the citizens of the U. 
States who had nn the cnftatio, or * enn 
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om _—_ Hos colleague in allied of tus. having mos ed for 
hole 2 further promulgation of two laws: paſſod in che leit feffian of 
0:28 WW Congreſs, had Rated, as facts of his oπN knowledge,” that in 
ents tain parts of the Union, where diſcontents had been mayifeſt 
"we and where reſolutions have been entered intogenſuring the Teduins 
and and alien laws; that diſcontents had been generated by miſrepre- 
ing ſcatation of the proviſions of thoſe laws ; that reſolutious cenſuri 
arts W them as un<onſtitutional bad been procured, not by circulating and 
29. promulgating what were the laws of the land, but by diſtribim ing 
the and publiſhing copies of two bills which. had projected in the Sen- 
s.— ate, and which did not paſs either houſe of Congreſs,. add which 
10 were very diſſimilar to the cxiſting laws. With the knowledge 
ved of theſe facts, it might be proper for the national legillature-19 os- 
I der an additional publication of the ſedition and aljen laws, fe 
int. the purpoſe of diffuſing a knowledge of them, and removing 
atis, I crrors and prejudices which had been created ½ falſe copies.and 
7 7 grols miſrepreſentations. But. hy thele laws were td have s- 
- the nexed to them certain parts of the conſtitution, whigh the oppoſeys _ 
his of the laws in queſtion had declared were violated by u. he 
that could not underſtand, uuleſe there were parts of the United States 
r. where the conſtitution wa not be procured: if the-gentleman 
bred from Virginia would declare that to be the caſe, he would. vote for 
ea), the amendment, but he would not vote forit when intended (as he 
\okt believed it to be) as“ an appeal to the people; chat meaſure had 
e deen abandoned in the country where it had its origin, and where 
was its practice had been marked by every ſpecies, of diſorder ; and he 
. was not diſpaled to adopt this popular meaſure.” Mr. R. (aid fir 
1er was not to be wondered at, that in ſome parts of the Union, ebul- 
** litions of diſcontent bag occurred when | the invitations, were re- 
fore M membered which accompanied the ſedition bill te the people to re. 
2 he fit ir. Certain gentlemen had declared it nuconſtitutional, and 
mild expreſſed their ih that the people would reſiſt its enecution : our = 
en conſtituents had been told by them that to rebel againſt this law | 
hoſe Which invaded their conffitucional rights, was. a duty they awed 
71 their country. When he recollected theſe attempts to agitate the 
old country, he was ſurpriſed that our citizens bad:diſcovered f{o.nmeh - - 
the WW Paticace, wiſdom. and good ſenſe as they had by their ready ac 
s bf eſcence in the execution of laws, which many. members of 
wird Congreſs had been active in repreſenting. io be unconſtituional. 
of MW They bad, however, after a very learned debate, and perievering 
and I oppoſition, been deemed conſtitutional by. wajoricies.in; both houſes | 
aig of Congreſs. The Judges, whe bad a&ed.under them, had declared 
them to be perfectly conſtitutional, and he was not diſpoſed ta make 
gof an © appeal to the people to know whether they deemed. them 
" conſtitutianal, r leman would declare that there Was a 


difficulty in any part of the country in obtaiying copies of the . | . 
conſtitution he woyld have no obje&ionto voting tþe: diſtribution of” - 
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| © neceſſiry number: HE ſuſpeckef however that this was not pre. 
"eiſely rhe object of the amendment. enn enn em 
Wir Harper deſired to phſi by the extreme futility of publiſhing 
to the people, at this day, parts of à conſtitution whieh/had beey 
in force ten years, and the*exteftive farility of ſuch an idea: but 
He would ſay, that if the gentleman would extend his amendment 
to the whole conſtitution, his motion would be better deſerving of 
conſideration. For if thele extracts Which he propoſes were pub. 
| Fiſhed, who can tell that the gentleman himſelf might not tell his 
TConſtituents that they were not true extracts. If it were thowught 
that the people want information with reſpect to an iuſtrument to 
-which they have fo frequently expreſſed their attachment, let the 
whole be printed. He would not object to the printing of '50,006, 
dr even 500,000 of them. But what, ſaid he, would the gentle. 
man have thought of me, if inſtead of printing the whole of the 
laws in quieftion, I had propoſed ro make extracts from them ? He 
would certainly have treated the ſubject with laughter inſtead of 
argument. Indeed, he thought the making a propoſition like the 
preſent, was zrifling. and fporting with what ought to be held fa 
_ cred, the laws of the land. 8 4 . | my = 8 
Mx. Dawſon did not think the gentleman from South - Carolina 
firftop (Mr. Rutledge,) had treated him with candour. Ie ought 
to have recollected that the original propoſition did not come from 
him; that he had moved a poſtponement of it ; that he had propoſed 
to add to it, not only thoſe parts of the conſtitarion which militate, 
1 in dis opinion, againſt the laws, but thoſe ſaid to be in favour of 
. ; "them. For his own part, he did not believe that the people of the 
Wt | United States are fo ignorant with reſpeR to theſe laws as they 
1 , bad been repreſented ; but if it were thought neceſſary to make 
1 by the propoled publication of them, he was convinced it was ſull as 
i 940. ru to print the parts of the conſtitution which he had pro- 
1 | i VV | 
9 1 — S. Smith underſtood, that the ground upon which the gen- dit 
1 . tleman from South Carolina, had brought forward his motion, was 
to remove certain miſrepreſentations which had been made of rheſe 
laws. He alluded, particularly, ag he thought, to the: ſtate of M of 
Virginia. For his on part he believed that fate as well, per- 
haps better informed with reſpect to theſe laws than any ſtate of 
the union, for they are made there the criterion of their elections 
They are therefore, every where read and diſeuſſed pro and con. 
What, ſaid Mr. S. is the repreſentation of theſe laws -complained 
8 of? They are repreſented as unnegceſſary and unconſtitutional. Will 
. tthe ſimple publication of theſe Jaws do away this opinion? Cer- 
„ tainly not ; becaufe when the people read the laws they will not 
have the Conſtitution to- campare With them. Mr. Harper inter- 
rupted Mr. S. to deny that he had faid this was the ground of 
complaint, but that the praviſions of the law are miſunderſtood, 
»  _ and that their contents are not correctly known,” Mr. S. ſaid, he 
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rr 
under ſtood the gentleman, but heibelipred. the nconRlich 2 


of theſe laws is hat is moſt complained of : and this was the prin- 
cipal reaſon why their paſſage Was ſo ; warmly oppoſed in this 


houſe. | He was of opinion, therefore, if the laws were ſent out 
to the people, theſe parts of the Conſtitution, ought to go too but 
he faw no occaſton for either. ro oo IL nt 

Mr. Harper faid, he did not particulatiy allade to Virginia 


nor did he mention any place, until he was called upon to do fo. | 
He ſpoke of the Southern States generally: and particularly of | 


his on State. He did, however, believe that theſe laws are as 
much miſunderſtood in Virginia, as any Where. 


4 
* 
= 


Mr. Sprig obſerved, that the gentleman firſt up from Soath-Car- 


olina, bad faid, that if any gentleman would ſtate to the houſe that - 


his conſtituents are not in full poſſeſſion of the Conſtitution, and the 
amendments which have been added to it, be ſhould think the 


preſent amendment neceſſary. He would mention a circumſtance 
which took place at a public meeting held for an electioneering pur- 


poſe in his diſtrict, which ought to convince him that at leaſt the 
amendmenits to the Conſtitution are not generally known. ' One 


C 


of theſe acts was ſpoken of at this meeting as unconſtitutional; = 


when a gentleman of great reſpectability (if property can make 
man ſo) held in his hand the Conſtitution of the United States, to 
ſapport the "oppoſite opinion ; and when he was referred to one 
of the amendments, as materially affected, he ſaid, that the amend- 


ment was not to be found in his Conſtitution. nor had he ever heard 


of any amendments being added to the Conſtitution. 


Mr. Gordon, ſaid, the original un nly fo * | 


from the nature of the laws and the period of their duration; If 
omulgated only in the uſual way, they would ſeareely be known 
efore they expired, and he was therefore in favor of this extraor - 


dinary publication ; for one, if not both of the laws, was to con- 


tinue in force only two years. The laws intended to be perma- 


nent, he believed, were ſufficiently known by the ordinary mode 
of publication g oY 8 955 


1 


Bat ſaid he, Ge are now called upon 16 circolite ogg parts of 
| Id it 


the Conſtitution: Upon what principle is this founded ? 
be ſuppoſe that gentlemen would agree in any ſelection of paſſa- 
ges from the Conſtitution p It could not; every one would with to 


have ſuch parts printed as favored his own opinions. But wW＋]har 
was the object of this ſelection ? To enable the people to decide 
whether theſe laws are conſtitutional or not. What would be the 
conſequence'? a mob, or large collection of people, will be brought 


together to decide this queſtion, The conſequence ſeems to 
this, that if they determine them to be unconſtitutional, they;will 


alſo determine to oppoſe their execution. Gentlemen ſurely do not 


contemplate ſuch an effect as this ; and if not, they ought not to be 


defirous of calling the attention of the people to theſe laws in the 
way propoſed. Gentlemen had ſaid, that theſe laws were made 
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wu 64 * 2 
de wochltoße e ede beg f RY 
veer tainly would be in in this to ſend out ne thing 

n cvight act jons, by decharing mei af 2 Ser- 
1. opinion 1 , 1500 of an oppoſite opinion, unfriend« 
"i'r 2 to he conſtitution,” indeed, he faw: no ground upon which 

OE, ed blication of parts of tlie conſtiturzom could ba 

| he conſthution itſelf, he believed, ia in the hand f 

8 cir{zen.- He fuld bluſh for his conſtituents, m 
_ of whiowiive ſworn to-ſupport it, did he 

__ derabletamber-bf them, were un with the wholp of iti 

25 He hoped therefore the motion would be negatived- 

reſt to move a po t og this queſtion. Be- 

— member, and upufed to ſpeak in — <femblier, it was 

_ with — that he offeredhis ſentimiens.” Bat the motion 
which he propoſed, wur foubtlefivn the ibu chat uh atusfpt would 

de hereafter made to repeal theſe laws; which he tr 

cee, © He war enwilling therefore, that the minds bf e 
pie Which ave I many part | 
| >. en che diſtrict from 


| as; 2 5 which would be wholly vſeleſs, Mu r | 
133 if theſe laws ſhould appear neitha eulbed 
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5 genelts of the times, nor 80 by A 3 

| ONE ty-of Congreſs would not inſiſt upon continging them in force, mers | 
11 8 oed their power; — infallibinty. The Speaker ſuich 
| K 8. * was ſorry 16 t a new member, but he was under the ne- 
7 enn, of iolor ming him chat he yas departing from order.] Mr. 


. ſaid he meant to ſhew by his. obſervationy the propriety of 
© poſtponement. . The Speaker replied that they were wholly out of 
order, and as no member could; anſwen.avy obſervations. dpen the 
its of the laws 3 all remarks muff be confined te the Ne 


a publication. Mr. E ys > he wiſhed to comply with the 
| N F us) #2 as n 4 \ 6311244 
= Mr. Nicholas ſecorided chi tien 7 a Fe r as, 

. af PPS 8 there being only 25 votes for m. 8 28 


k | LY Mr. Dawſon ſaid, from what had fallen from the gentleman 3 | 
2 q 6 . Carolina (Mr. Harper) and others, he was e eee ö 


quis motion, and to move the following addition to the origingl 


5 ER TS" __— and the Conſtitution of the U + States as now amended,” 
1 Mr. W. Clatborne hoped this amendment wund ue agreedito; 
1 

|| ISP * would be diffuſing am 2 the N information highly im- 
N Por rant, and which they ut preſent ſtood in . 
F would undertake to ſay, that the Nee eee e 
3 5 Vente this informutiony und he believed it wWas generally wen 


.  Uiroughout the welter coefitry, as the Conſtitut ion, and eſpecially 
- "the amendments which have been added to ir, had not be fo 


F 
174 

ih ; 
5 : "erally areulated as he contd have withed; ande thisanend- | 
. > nr” e the ws obe of Bo mover © GONE 
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aid, 


25 


* Er 


23 


Ar 


PP 
propoſition, would norhe anſwer, What was that obje&? It wa 


i 


But permit me, ſaid Mr. C, to tell that gentleman, that the parts 


formed as to the contents of _ theſe laws. In Kentucky he had 
been informed they had been circalared in the form of handbill 
and that there are few perſons -whb could not produce a copy of 
them; bar he believed, few perfons, comparatively, poſſeſſed co- 
pies of the conſtitution as amended. | he erden of theſe 
laws, he faid, bad been a ſecondary conſideration with the people; 
their primary obje&ion to them is, that they are violations of the 
conſtitution. ' And if the people have been miſſed as to this point; 
ind nor as to the details of the laws, this ameadment mult be con- 
ceded to be proper. Mr. C. ſaid he ſhould be glad to take any 
ſtep which might be calculated to allay the preſent fermentation 
of the public mind with ref) 
exiſted in an alarming degree in _ parts of the Union. If a 
publication of the conſtitution would do it, it would be well. 


2 1 
- 


have declared them fo, this publication may convince the peopl, 
of their error, and diſappoint thoſe, if fuch there be, who wiſh 
to miſlead them. It was his wih that the General Government, 
the reſpe& to which is entitled... 
Mr. Thatcher agreed with the 
the people in the weltern country were greatly miſinformed ; but 


N. 


theſe laws, but on moral ſubjects. [The 


ta ſtate facts, from which he meant to draw an argument againſt 


thy publication of the copſtitutian. If any conclufon could be 


draw from the ſpeeches of their governors and legiſlators, 3 


public net woes, it is evident they are mifinformed, and in a ſtate 


of ignoratice, Hot uf the conftituxion or of the Faws in queſtion, as 


when "they © quore* either they quote them 1 0:7, Þ _ Theſe 
ſpeeches and reſolyrions have appeared in newſpapers inthe hands 


theſe people were in want of, but mora information, correct ha- 
bits, and regidat fed characters. (Mr. Nicholas enquired wheth- 
er the gentleman was in order f The Speaker. replied that very 


down, 8 nen F Ws Y 4 3 
Mr. Clopron cadled for tie ycas and nays on this queſtion; whicli 
were agteed to Voaaken, n. e eee 


lerxatious on the poaple's want of moral information, Mr. T. far 


to rcalate information reſpecting theſe laws. becauſe for want 5 | 
it, the minds of the people had been fermented by miſinformation. 


of the * country to which his obſervations apply, are not milin- 


to thefe laws, Which he believed 
| | . \ 
any rate, it would have no bad effect; for if theſe lags are con- 
flirutional, and the 3 from South Carolina ſays che judges - 
| 4 
ſhould receive, and he haped jr would receive from the people, all . e 
gentlem an juſt fat down, that 4 
he did not believe it was either with reſpect to the conſtitution, or * - 


cs. [The ſpeaker ſaid, no remark 
of this kind" could'potlibly be in order.] Mr. T. fajd he was abo.t e 


of their clerks ahd gents, It was not pope ioformation Which 


many of his reniarks were not in arder.) ' After a few other o- 
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Mr. Gallatin did not know that there was any great neceſſity 
for publiſhing the conſtitution: in the manner propoſed ; but. this 
he was convinced of, that there was as much neceſſity for the pro. 
poſed amendment as for the original reſolution ; and that there. 
fore, if the reſolution was adopted, the amendment ought to be 
adopted alſo. | | M ut 

lt had been ſaid by gentlemen, who ſeem in favour of printing 


| theſe two laws, and not the conſtitution, that the laws are not 


known ; but that the conſtitution is known. He believed thoſe 
gentlemen lie under a miſtake, Theſe laws have been publiſhed 
2gain and again in every part of the Union, whereas the conſtitu- 
tion as amended, has never been publiſhed and promulgated, The 
original conſtitution had indeed been publiſhed, and 'is generally 
in the hands of the people ; but as to the amendments, many per- 
ſons do not know how many of them have become a part of that 
inſtrument. Nor can it be aſcertained any where, except in one 


edition of the laws, it is added by way. of note, that ten of the 


amendments now form a part of the conſtitution. Can it be ſur- 
priſing that the people at large ſhould be uninformed as to this 
point, when only two years ago, a committee of this houfe, to 


whom the ſubject was referred, reported it, as their opinion, that 


no part of theſe amendments were hecome a part of the conſtitu- 
tion, three fourths of all the ſtates not having concurred in them, 
It was true their report was reverſed ; but when Congreſs itſelf 


haas ſo lately determined theſe amendments to be a part of the con- 


ſtitution, it is not ſtrange that the people ſhould not be well-in- 
formed on the ſubject. It may be ſaid theſe arguments apply on- 
Jy to the amendments, but as no one could produce a publication 
of the conſtitution as amended, he wiſhed it now, for the firſt time, 
ro be publiſhed. | | 3 

Have any objections been offered to this propoſition which ought 
to have any weight? The gentleman from South Carolina firſt up, 
complained that a publication of this kind would be an appeal to 
the people. He did not preciſely underſtand what he meant; but 
if a publication of the conſtitution can be called an appeal to the 
people, what will the gentleman term the propoſed extra publica- 
tion of the laws in queſtion ? Has it been ſaid that this promulga- 
tion of the laws is neceſſary, in order to ſecure the people againſt 
proſecutions under them ? Is this the object of the publication! 
No; the avowed object is, to convince the people the laws are 
good and expedient ; which being an appeal to the people, ought 
to be accompanied with the conſtitution. | | 


Another gentleman from N. Hampſhire has made uſe of a mot 


extraordinary argument, He ſays the publication is neceſlary, 


becauſe the laws expire in two years; but he was at a loſs to 
know by what kind of logic he makes it more neceſſary to publiſh 
a law in an extraordinary manner which. has only an. exiſtence of 
two years, than a law permanent in its nature, and eſpecially than 


eſſity 
c this 
, pro- 
there. 
10 be 


inting 
e not 
thoſe 
liſhed 
1ſtita- 

'The 
erally 
per: 
f that 
n one 
F the 
e ſur. 
o this 
le, to 
, that 
1ſtitu- 
them, 
itſelf 
2 Coll» 
>11-in- 
y on- 
dation 
time, 


ought 
It up: 
eal to 
but 


PROCEEDINGS. © Fo 


he conflitation itſelf. Does he think the conftitutien fioold_ 68. 


diſregarded, or ſet aſide for two years, on account of theſe laws? 
This obſervation did not fall from him, who was always oppoſed 


to theſe laws, but from one of their ſupporters, But this gentle- 


man had made uſe of an expreſſion which he certainly had not ſuf- 
ficienfly attended to; Speaking of the meetings, or affèmblies of 
the people, which had been held in different parts of the United 
States, on the ſubject of theſe laws, he made uſe of the word es. 
He called theſe aſſemblies of the people @ mob. This Mr. G. con- 
ceived improper, and eſpecially at this time, when it is known 
that not only reſpectable meetings of the people have been heid to 
conſider theſe laws ; but that the legiſlatures of ſome ſtates have 
taken up the ſubject. 


Upon the obſervations of the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts _ 
(Mr. Thatcher) he would make no remark, They appeared tos 


frivolons to merit any. So far as they went, they were as forcible 
againſt the propoſition as the amendment, 8 

Mr. Craik ſaid, as a gentleman from Virginia had called the 
yeas and nays upon the preſent queſtion, he wiſhed to ſtate his 
reaſons for voting againſt this amendment, If any gentleman 


would declare his conſtituents in want of information with reſpect '\ 


to the conſtitution, and after the propoſition for printing theſe 
laws ſhall have been decided, bring forward a ſubſtantive, diſtinct 


propoſition, he would vote in favour of it. He could not allow 


the ſtate from which he came, however, to lie under the imputa- 


tion of ignorance, with reſpect to the conſtitution, which had been 


caſt upon it, by voting for the preſent amendment. He hoped the 
inſtance which his colleague had mentioned was a ſolitary one. 
Nor could he agree to publiſh theſe laws and the conſtitution by 


way of calling the attention of the people to them. He was ſorry 


the original propoſition had been made. He did not think any 
act of Congreſs ought to. be publiſhed more than others. The 
laws were ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently promulgate to the people; 
if not, means ought to be adopted for the purpol& 

ſaid, theſe obſervations were againſt the reſolution generally and 
not the amendment.) Mr, C. wilhed theſe acts to be placed on 


the ſame ground with all other a&s, and not ſuppoſed to be parti- 
cularly obnoxious to the people. He ſhould therefore vote a- 


gainſt both the amendment and the original propoſition. 


Mr. J. Williams was oppoſed to this amendment. If the amend- . 
ments to the conſtitution had not been ſafficiently -pnbliſhed, they 


ought to beſo. It was derogatory to this houſe to ſuppoſe this to 
be the fact. In the ſtate which he repreſented, the town clerk of 
every town had the laws of the United States put into his hand. 


He had hoped every ſtate had done the fame. When this reſolu- 
tion was firſt brought forward, it was on the ground that the 
newſpapers did not give ſufficient informition on the ſubject, and _ 
it was on this ground that he propoſed to vote ia faveur of the 


A 


| 0 


( The Speaker 
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propoſition ; but he could not conſent at this day to. publiſh again 
either the whole or parts of the conſtitution. 8 

Mr. Hartley was ſorry the original motion was made by the 
gentleman from South Carolina. It is well known, ſaid Mr. H. 
that ſome parts of the Union are at 2 much agitated by 
theſe laws. If any miſchief had been done by miſrepreſentation, 
that time was now palt ; it was done before the laws were made 
public; they have now been pretty generally publiſhed. The 
Secretary of State, ſaid Mr. H. is employed to diſtribute the laws 
of Congreſs in the ſeveral ſtates, and if the laws of rhe laſt ſeſſion 
have not reached them, they ſoon will. He believed the bill 
which had been firſt introduced into the Senate had done much 
miſchief; but he had no doubt theſe laws would be ſufficiently 
circulated, to do away any miſinformation, without the propoſed 
extra publication. He hoped neither the amendment nor the ori- 

ginal propoſition would be agreed to? | 
g with the laws, 


- The queſtion on printing the conſtitution alon 
was taken by yeas and nays as follow : 
| | Y-:: KI is c-+ 8 
Meſſrs. Baldwin, Bard, Blount, Brown, W. Claiborne, Clop- 
ton, Dawſon, Dent, Eggleſton Elmendorf, Gallatin, Gregg, 
Harper, Harriſon, Havens, Heiſter, Holmes, Jones, Locke, Ma- 
chir, Macon, Matthews, M*Clenachan, New, Nicholas, J. Parker, 
S. Smith, W. Smith, Spaight, Sprigg, Stanford, A. Trigg; J. 
Trigg, Varnum, . Venable, 35. . 
| N | 
Meſſrs. Bartlett, Brace, Brooks, Chapman, Cochran, Craik, 
Dana, Dennis, Edmond, Evans, A. Foſter, D. Foſter, J. Freeman, 
+ Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, Grifwold, Hanna, Hartley, Hindman, 
*Hoſmer, Imlay, Morris, Otis, I. Parker, Pinckney, Reed, Rut⸗ 
edge, Schureman, Sewall, Shepard, Sinnickſon, N. Smith, Sprigg, 
"Thatcher, Thomas, Tillinghaſt, Van Alen, Wadſworth, J. Wil- 
liams, Waln, 47. 3 
Mr. Dawſon ten renewed his firſt amendment, for priuting, cer- 
tain parts of the conſtitution with the laws. The queſtion was 
aken by yeas and nays. The votes were the ſame on this queſtion 
as the preceding one, except that Meflrs. Brown, Harper, Harri. 
Juan, Machir, Matthews and ſoſiah Parker, who then voted in the 
\ affirmative, now voted in the negative, ſo that this queſtion was 
„„ Ng on bd 
The original propoſition now being under conſideration, 
Mr. Nicholas Cad, leſt it ſhould be underſtood that thoſe mem: 
bers who were in favour of publiſhing the conſtitution, or ſuch parts 
af it as are connected with the ſubject, were oppoſed, to the ori- 
ginal reſolotion, he muſt, unwillingly, trouble the houſe with 
another call for the yeas and nays on this queſtion. Agreed. , 
Mr, Sprague pro feſſed hirhſe:f/ oppoſed to the refolurion in toto, 
as unſuſceptible of amendment, and wholly uſeleſs,” He believed, 


- 
- 
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The jorities ought always to govern; and theſe laws having been paſ- 
laws W ſed by a majority of Congreſs, they muſt be confidered and obeyed 
eflion WM as conſtitutional and proper. 
e bill Mr. Thatcher ſaid, it appeared to him that the ground of this 
much motion had been put upon a wrong footing. It ſeemed as if the 
ently object was to enable the people to determine whether the laws in 
poſed W queſtion are conſtitutional or not; whereas the object is, to in- 
e ori: form the people of the contents of theſe laws, that, knowing them, 
they may not offend againſ them. When a tax was Jaid upon 
laws, WW carriages, which a certain part of the union conceived to be un- 
conſtitutional, they brought the queſtion before the Judiciary, and 
EO when the law was there determined to. be conftitutional, it was 
Dop- MW acquieſced in.— Where would be the uſe of ſending out the con- 
regs, W ſtitution with theſe laws, for the purpoſe of examination by the 
Ma-. people ? For, if they were to determine them unconſtitutional, 
rker, they would nevertheleſs be liable to proſecution. for a breach of 
x, J. them. He hoped the queſtion would be thus underſtood. 
N Mr. Josiah Parker thought this propoſition yet capable of 
| amendment, It has been agreed that the conſtitution is well un- 
raik, derſtogd, and that thefe Jaws are allo pretty generally known 
man, W but as the amendments to the, conſtitution, it is noone, 
man, WH have not been ſufficiently promulgated, he ſhould propole to amtndy' + 
Rut- the reſalution, by adding to it, the amendments of the Conftitut; 4 | 
rigg, W greed to in the year 1789. Mr. P. ſaid, he had, in the firſt iar 
Wil. ſtance, voted. for the publication of the conſtitution as ded, 
WH with the two laws, as it might have given ſatisfaction to ſome, 
cer · Ml though he believed the great maſs of the people did not ſtand in 
was need of another edition of the original conſtitution; he had vored 
ſtion again(t publiſhing extr acts from that inſtrument, becauſe he thought 


- 


- PROCEEDINGS. 5K 


the laws which it propoſed to have printed, had been more read, 
and are better underood, than any other laws of the United 
States. At any rate, having been publiſhed in the uſual and ordi- 
nary mode, he was not willing to give his conſent 10 any ſpecial 
publication of them; for, if aſked why it had been done, he could 
not give a good reaſon for it, If any principle, faid he, is more 
ſixed, in a Republican government, than another, it is, that ma- 


it unfair to publiſh it in parts; but as theſes amendment 


Lare her 

a, the known, he wiſhed to fee them publiſhed. py "4 vw | 
| Mr. Hartley obſerved, if the people of this country are not act 
quainted with the amendments which have been made to the con- 
| ſtitution, the ſubje& can be acted upon at any time; but he hoped 
nem: W neither the origins] propoſition, nor this amendment, would be 
parts agreed to. The publication, ſaid he, will imply that our conduct 
ori: has not been What it ought to have been, by our calling for an ex - 
with traordinary examination of it, If the ſubject Was feparar 

| brought forward, he would not object to the publication of the 
toto, amendments to the eonſtitution. rt oSfaFY ca 
ved, The queſtion on adding theamendments of the conſtitution, was 
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then taken by yeas and nays. They were the ſame as on the laſt 


be except that Meſſrs. Harrifon, and Jofiah Parker, who 


voted then in the negative, voted now in the affirmative; alſo Mr. 


Van Cortlandt, who did not vote on the former queſtion, now 


voted in the affirmative : Mr, Champlin, who was not preſent on 
the former queſtions, voted in the negative on this; and Mr. Bart. 
lett was not preſent ſo that the queſtion was negatived 45 to 32, 

The queſtion, of courle, recurred upon the original reſolution, 


when, 


Mr. Edmond roſe, and ſaid, that when this reſolnt ion was firſt 


laid upon the table, on hearing the obſervations of the gentleman 


who made it, that in the courſe of his travels he had met with a 
number of gentlemen unacquainted with theſe laws, ſtating alſo a 
general ignorance of the people with reſpect to them ; that certain 
rough drafts of bills had been read for the ſedition law, it occurred 
to his mind, that the firſt view of the legiſlature, after paſſing laws, 
being to make them known to the people, if theſe laws are not 
ſafficiently known, they ought to be. It ſtrack him allo, that as 
certain incendiaries appeared to be taking advantage of this igno- 
rance, it afforded an additional reaſon for making them known 
as ſoon as poſſible ; he had therefore determined to vote for them. 
But after ſeeing the ſeveral amendments which had been propoſed, 
and hearing the arguments adduced againſt the meaſure ; when he 
was informed by the gentleman from Pennſylvania, and others, 
that theſe laws had been printed in handbills, and publiſhed more 
than any other of our laws; that they had been made the ground- 
work for meetings and declamations of ſelf. created orators, and 
of perſons ill diſpoſed towards our government, for the purpoſe of 
creating uneaſineſs, he ſaw no neceſſity for the publication, ſince 
the legiſlature had done its duty in having the laws publiſhed in 
the uſual way; and, the original reſolution being unneceflary, 
the amendments are equally unneceſſary. It appears that both 
theſe laws and the conſtitution are well known ; and that an extra 
publication of them could have no other effect than to invite the 
people to aſſemble together, once more to act over the ſame ſcenes 
of diforder and confuſion,” which have been acted too often already. 
He ſhould, therefore, vote againſt the propoſition. 

Mr. Gallatin wiſhed to ſer the gentleman from Connecticut right 


in one reſpect. He did not believe the gentleman from S. Carolina 


had ſaid a word about any meetings in Pennſylvania ; if there had 
been any, he himſelf had not heard of them. | 
Mr. Edmond declared he had not faid any ny about meetings 


In Pennſylvania. = I 

The queſtion on the original gelation. Was taken by yeas and 
nays as follow : | 50S INES. Y FER 
| 1 8.; 5 


Meſſrs. Baldwin, Bard, Blount, W. Claiborne, Cloptes, Da 
ſon, Eggleſton, Elmendorf, Gallatin, mae Gregg, Harper, 


* 
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Harriſon, Havens, Heiſter, Holmes; Jones, Machir, Macon, Mat- 
thews, M'Clenachan, , New, Nicholas, I 
Spaight, Sprigg, Stanford, Thatcher, A. Trigg, J. Trigg, Van 
Cortlandt, J. Williams, Vertum.— 34. | 
r 
Meſſrs. Bartlett, Brace, Brooks, Brown, Champlin, Chapman, 
Cochran, Craik, Dana, Dennis, Dent, Edmond, Evans, A. toſter, 
D. Foſter, J. Freeman, Glen, Geodrich, Griſwold, Hanna, Hart- 
ley, Hindman, Holmer, Imlay, Locks, Morris, Otis, J. Parker, 
Pinckney,, Reed, Rutledge, Schureman, Sewall, Shepard, Sinnick- 
ſon, N. Smith, 8 Smith, Sprague, Thomas, Thomſon, Tillipghalt, 
Van Alen, Venable, Wadſworth, Waln.— 45. 
| Adjourned till Monday. 


Monday, December 17; 


n appeared from the 1 of the Journals, that Meſſ. Otis, 


Rutledge, Goodrich, S. Smith, Champlin, Spaight and Dent, are 
appointed a committee for conſidering that part of the Preſident's 
ſpeech which relates to-the extending. and invigorating the mea- 
{ſures of defence heretofore adopted; 


That Meff.. Joſiah: Parker, Pinckney, 'Sewall, Cha mplin, Bald- 
win, Griſwold and Van Cortlandt, are appointed a committee for 


conſidering that part of the ſame ſpeech which relates to the naval 
eſtabliſhment, to the avgmentation of the navy, and to the adop- 


tion of ſyſtematic meaſures for procuring timber and other ſupplies; 


And that Meff.. Harper, Gallatin, N. Smith, Cochran, Jones, 


Iſaac Parker, Hindman, Blount and Sinnickſon, are ene . 


committee of ways and means. 
The Speaker laid before the bande a repott om the Camunll. 
ſioners of the taking Fund, which was read and ordered to be 
rinted. 
. Mr. W. Claiborne laid the Pute reſolution upon the b : 
Re rolved, by the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives of Amer- 
ica, in Congreſs aſſembled, That the Secretary. of State be, and 


he is hereby, authorized' and directed to cauſe to be printed a cer- 


tain number of copies,” not exceeding, - thouſands of the Con- 
ſtitution of the United States, together with the amendments 
which have been made thereto, and to cauſe the ſame to be diſtri. 
buted gratis throughout the United States,” —Ordered to lie. 


Mr. Gallatin, from the committee directed to prepare and report 


a bill reſpecting balances due from certain States, e a bill, 
which was read and committed. | 


Mr. S. Smith, from the committee of commerce, made a port 


on the petition of Nathaniel Cutter, Who ſtates that he ſhipped 


certain merchandize from Boſton, which had paid the duty on im- 
portation, and were not entitled to drawback; that after the veſ- 


lel had been captured and re-captured by Britiſh and French ervi- 
zers, ſhe at length reached Dominica; but on her arrival there, 
the "gy Was not Piairied to be ſold, and was therefore brought 


1 


J. Parker, W. Smith, 
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the navy eſtabliſnhment, had given great diſcretionary powers ts 
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backe to the United States, and paid a ſecond duty, which the pe. 


tioner prays to have remitted. The report was unfavorable on 
the ground that there ha · I been ſome neglect on the part of the pe- 
titioner, and that the remiſhon would open a door to a variety of 
Wr .. ERR NES 
Mr. A. Foſter called for the reading of ſundry documents rela- 
tive to this caſe, and afterwards moved to have the report conmit- 
ted. The motion was negatived, 32 to 31, and the report was 
then concurred in | | IS 
Mr. Gregg preſented the petition of Robert Sturgeon, at pre- 
ſent a priſoner in the jail of the county of MiMin, in this ſtare, at 
the ſuit of the United States, for having appropriated monies to 
his own uſe which he had received in his duty as collector. He 


C 


prays that a law may be paſſed for his relief. Mr. G. moved to 


refer his petition to a ſelect committee. The motion was negati 
ved, 30 to 29. N 


Mr. Nicholas ſaid, ther. as the aw of laſt ſeſſion for increaſing 


the Preſident of the United States, he thought it proper that the 


 Honſe ſhould receive ſome information as to what had been done 


in conſequence of theſe powers, particularly as it appeared to be 

an avowed object to increaſe the navy eſtabliſhment during the pre- 

fent ſeſſion. He therefore propoſed the following reſolution: 
'« Recoloed, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to lav 


before this Houſe-an account of all the Armed Veſſels employed in, 


or preparing for the fervice of the United States ; with an eſtimate 


of the expences of their equipment, and of their annual ſapporrt.” - 


and proper, why the houfe ſhould wair-for-it; until a ſelect com- 


Mr. ].-Parker'had no objection to this enquiry ; but as the com- 
mittee already appoiuted' to conſider and report on the ſubject of 
the navy eſtabliſhment, will certainly make this a part of their bu: 
fineſs,” he did not ſve any neceſſity i 

of that committee, ſhould think it his duty to give every informa- 
tion which could be required on this ſubſecc r. 
Mr. Nicholas thought if there was no objection to the informa- 


tion being obtained, it was not a ſufficient reaſon for diſpenſing with 


the refolution, becauſe a'committee already appointed, might pof- 


ſibly make it a part of their duty to give the information required, 


to the houſe, He faw no reaſon if the information was neceffar 
mittee ſhould think proper to give it to them © 8. 

Mr. Otis wiſhed the gentleman from Virginia would ſuffer his 
reſolution to he upon the table till to-morrow. He himſelf ſhould 
have no objection to wait for this Information, until the committee 


which had been appointed, ſhould give it; but if this reſolukon 


was palled, he ſhould wiſh it to be wore partiewlar.” He fhonld 


with to know of what force the veſſels are, What part of them 


bave been purchaſed, what part built and where. He agreed tin 


was information which the houſe ought to poſſeſs ; but wasgf opin- 
: 7 6 : - | | Z 


or this refolation. He as one 


PROCEEDI NOS. TH 
on that a fele& committee had better obtain it, and ly; it before E 
he houſ GONE | 
Mr. Nicholas had no objection to the reſolution laying till n i 
orrow, nor to its being made more particular. n | 
Mr. Dawſon moyed that the committee of Ways and Means, be 'n 
nſtra&ed. to prepare and report a bill for the enumeration of the | _ 
nhabirants of the United States. q 


Mr. Otis thought a Select Committee would be preferable to a 
anding committee for this buſineſs.; but Mr. Macon ſuggeſting 


e- What the law would require a confiderable {am to carry it into exe- 

ar {vtion, the propriety of the reference was allowed, and the mo- | 
to jon agreed to. | 

Je Mr. Sewall renewed the motion for printing the bill relative to 

to n uniform ſyſtem of bankruptcy, as he underitood there are only 

ti- en copies of the old edition on hand. Agreed. e 


Tuesday, December 18. 
A meſſage was received from the Senate iaforming the 3 . 
hat Witham Blount, impeached for high crimes and wiklemwvancrs, | 
though duly ſummoned by the Senate, did not appear: and that 
he Senate would be ready at t2 o'clack this day to receive the 
ery appointed by the Houſe to take ado meaſures on the 


'On the motion of Mr. Harper, the Wedge was ual 10 the | 
mmitree of managers: he then moved that the managers have 
ermiſſion to ſu during the fitting of. the Houſe :' which being | 
ranted, the managers withdrew, and in a few minutes returged, 
ben Me. Harper by their inſtruction, reported, That the mans 
ers were of opinion, that it would be proper for them to aitend 
efore the Senate, at 12 o'clock this day, and requeſt a further day 

r preparing, their proceedings in Wo £659 3 JA 
. 2 e wo: the report. 


Mr. J. parker obſerved that his ee e (Mr. Nicholas) rad. 
- elterday laid a reſylurion on the table ix the navel arma - 
un ent: if he would withdraw his motion, he was inſtructed by that 
ot nmittee to renehw it on an enlarged ſcale, which he had no doubt 

| duld meet that gentleman's ſentiments. : Mr. Nicholas withdrew” 
s motion, aud Mr. Perker meved that the Secretary af the navy 
directed to lay hefore the houfe a ſtatement of all armed veſſels 
ployed in the ſerviae of th United States alſo of all prepariug 
r the ſaid ſervice and where the ſaid veſſels were built, or ars 
ilding, and by what contracts, and their reſpective ſize, 7 4454 
d number af men, with the name of their commanders, und a 
tement ol. theit equipment, and annual. CEP + Dy 
The houſe agreed to-thereſblution.; - © | | 
Mr. D, Folter from-the committee of clejms 8 that John 
anicls e that he was in the (rice 4 l doen Noten in 
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' the early part of the war, that owing. to conſtant. marching, x 


25 ther 
weakneſs nnd pains were brought on him, which diſabled him fa will 
the ſervice, he therefore prayed à penſion, But as the houſe hall The 
already determined againſt allowing any military claims of tha Hou! 
nature, it ought not to be granted. It appearing that ſome ney M 
information might be expected on this claim, the report was lad preſe 
on the table, | : ++ "oh Cour 
It appeared from the reading of the Journals, that Meſſrs. Otit 
Rutledge, Goodrich, S. Smith, Champlin, Spaight, and Dent, arg 1 
appointed a committee for conſidering that part of the Preſident fond 
Speech which relates to the extending and invigorating the mes a0 
ſures of defence heretofore adop tel 1 ve 

That Meſſrs. Joſiah Parker, Pinckney, Sewall, Champlin, Bald Ke 
win, Griſwold, and Van Cortlandt, are appointed a committee fot 1 
conſidering that part of the ſame Speech which relates to the Ny "i 
val Eſtabliſhment, to the augmentation of the Navy, and to the 89 
adoption of ſyſtematic meaſures for procuring timber and ſupplies ble ( 

And that Meſſrs. Harper, Gallatin, N. Smith, Cochran, [one "ny 

- Iſaac Parker, Hindman, Blount, and Sinnickſon, are appointed 5 
committee of ways and means. | - Adjourned, WI? 

| 3 79 « 

IN SENATE. w 

Tux Senate having, by taking the oath required by law, forme the 1 
itſelf into a Court of Impeachment for the purpoſe of trying Wil 2 

liam Blount, charged by the Houſe of Repreſentatives with hig te 
\crimes and miſdemeanors againſt the United States, they 

A leiter was reteived from Meſſrs. Dallas and Ingerſoll, deſiru duell 
to be heard at the bar of the Senate as counſel for William Boum trial 

On motion, leave was granted, and the Secretary ordered ry 
notify the Houſe of Repreſentatives thereof. _ 12M . 

A litcle after twelve, the Managers of the Houſe of Repreſenſi the! 
atives, as well as the Counſel of the defendant, appeared at wy *PP*< 
dar of the Senate, when the Preſident of the Senate pro tem. ( * | 
Laurence) addreſſed the Managers to the following effect: mY 
„ GenTLEMEN, | e 3 pear 
The Senate being formed into a Court of Impeachment, futur 
ready to proceed in the trial of William Blount, late a Senator M 
the United States, impeached by tte Houſe of Repreſentatives ( * 
high crimes and miſdemeanors againſt the United States. It 'v aud 
be neceſſary you ſhould be informed, that Mr. Dallas and Mr. is * 
gerſoll have applied to be heard as Counſel in behalf of the def 7? 
dant, and that leave kas been given them to act in that capacingy **'* 
I ſhall proceed to read the articles of impeachment” exhibits M. t 
againſt the defendant, [ The Preſident here read the articles « . 


impeachment.] A copy of theſe articles (continued the Preſident 
together with a ſummons for his appearance before the bar of ti 
Senate on the third Monday in this preſent month, was ſerved up0 
the defeudant by the Sergeant at Arms, and a due return m8 
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thereof (which was alſo read.) Notwithſtanding this, the Cid 
William Blount has not appeared before the Senate as required. 
The Court 'are however now ready to hear the Managers of the 


Houſe of Repreſentatives. on this trial.” 


Mr. Harper (as Chairman of the Managers of the Houſe of Re- | 


preſentatives in the abſence of Mr. Bayard) then addreſſed the 
Court to the following effect: | . 


« May it please this Honorable Court, 


« am directed by the Managers of the Houſe of Repreſenta- | 


tives for conducting the impeachment againſt William Blount, and 


alſo by the Houſe of Repreſentatives, to (tate the motives which 


have induced the Houſe of Repreſentatives to apply for the ap- 
pointment of a future day, on which to-be heard on the ſubject of 
their impeachment againſt William Bleunt. The time being ſo 


ſhort berwixt the receipt of the meſſage from the Honorable Senate, 
and the hour fixed for receiving the Managers before this Honora- 


ble Court, it did not allow them an opportunity to receive qirecti - 
ons from the Houſe of Repreſentatives with reſpect to their future 
proceedings on this trial, N | | 
% May it please this Honorable Court. . 
© The Committee of Managers conceive, that in conſequence of 
the meſſage received from the Honorable the Senate, a very impor- 


tant preliminary queſtion will ariſe in this buſineſs, and upon which 


the Managers of this impeachment” cannot preſume to act, until 
they have been inſtructed by the houſe of Repreſentatives. -» This 
queltion is, Whether this Honorable Court can pfoceed” ro the 
trial of William Blount, without his perſonal appearance before 
them.“ Conceiving this point. to be of conſiderable magnitude, 


the Managers of this impeachment reported it as their opinion to 


the Houſe of Repreſentatives that it would be proper for them to 
appear before your Honorable Court at the time appointed, for 
the purpoſe of requeſting that a further day may be affigned for 


hearing them in behalf of the Houle of Repreſentatives on' this 


trial, The Managers (coutinued Mr. H.) do now, therefore, ap- 
pear before this Honorable Court to requeſt the aſſignment of a 
future day in which they may be heard on this important queſtion.” 


Mr. Reed wiſhed the Chairman of the Managers would name a. 


day to which he would wiſh the further proceedings on this trial 


Mr. Harper hoped the Managers of this impeachment would be 


able to receive the inſtructions of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. ſo 
as to appear aud proceed in this buſineſs before the Senate on 
Mon day next. nn 1 A. | * 1 


The Preſident was about to put the queſtion on a poſtponement ; 


4 


when 


Mr. Dallas wiſhed to know whether any record had been made 


of the non appearance of Mr. Blount. This, he conceived, ought 
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not to be done, as he and Mr. Ingerſoll appeared as counſel in ki cert 


Mr. B. ſaid, that the mode adopted ha been that which he had 


_ laying a direct tax upon the United States was under conſideration) 


—— 


behalf. | | * pall: 
Ihe Preſident anſwered, that Mr. Blount's name had yeſterday lane 
been called, and his abſence barely noted. fore 


Mr. Ingerſo!l tated, that he bad applied to the Clerk of. the ge dire 
nate at the commencement of the ſeſſion, and informed him tha nec 
Mr. Blount had appointed himſelf and Mr. Dallas his Counſel, and 


requeſted he would inform him when any ſteps were taken in the Fi 
Senate relative to the impeachment. That they had-taken the bill 
further ſtep of addrefling a letter to the Senate on rhe ſubject, and \ 
as they had been always ready to enter upon the buſineſs, be the 
truſted their client would not ſuffer on account of his'abſence. Un 
Ihe Preſident ſaid the Senate had been informed by the Clerk ol the 
Counſel being appointed, but had not acted upon the buſineſs till 7 
this day. | 8 Gs . f 
The Preſident was about to take the queſtion on a poſtponement h : 
in the uſial way of taking queſtions in the Senate; when - * 
Mr. Reed hoped the queition on this, and all other ſubjects which 1 q 
might come before the Court, might be decided by each Member 15 
being aſked his opinion ſeparately, as was the cuſtom in all other He 
Courts of ſuſtice. | OY 5 | h 
The Preſident ſaid, as no order had been made to the contrary, 4 
he ſhould proceed to take this queſtion according to the uſual mode 5 
of taking queſtions in the Senate. | | I 
Ine queſlſion for poſtponement was then put and carried nem. co! 
The Preſident then informed the Managers of the impeachment 1 
on the part of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, that this court will be py 
ready to receive them on Monday next at twelve o'clock. * 
The managers then withdrew ; when . * 
Mr. Reed roſe, and ſaid the impropriety of taking the ſenſe of + ** 
the Court on the queſtion which had been decided, muſt be appa- 4 


rent to all. It was lowering the dignity and ſolemnity of ſo bigh 
a Court, to proceed in the deciſion of queſtions, as if the Senate wy 
were in their legiſlative capacity. It was uſual in Courts of Jul: p 
rice of every deſcription, for the Judges to be applied to fepa- n 


rately for their opinions; and that in all future proceedings this M 
mode might be adopted, he made a motion to that effect. | yr 
Mr Bingham thought, if any regulations were neceſſary on this W © 
ſubject, it would be much more proper to make them in their legit bot 
lative capacity, than in their capacity as Judges. He did not think 2 


it very dignified for judges to be arguing a queſtion of this Kind. 
heretofore ſeen practiſed on a fimilar occaſion. ER | 
The motion not being ſeconded, the court adjournedt o Monday, W © 
Houskx of. REDRESENTATIV ES . bi 
%% 40% 7 oo ne 
* Mr. Gordon ſaid, it would be recolle&ed that when the bill for 


— 


for 
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certain amendments were propoſed, which, for want of time, were 
paſſed over. One of theſe, which related to the conveyance of 
lands, he thought eſſential; and in order to bring the ſubject be · 
fore the houſe he moved that the committee of ways and means be 
directed to enquire whether any, and if any, what amendments are 
neceſſary in that act, and that they report by bill or otherwiſe. - 


The houſe was about to take np the bill reſpecting the batancey 
due from certain debtor ſtates ; when, on motion of Mr. Craik, the 
bill was ordered to be printed. 

Nr. W. Claiborne called up the reſolution which he laid upon 
the table on Monday, for cauſing a number of the conſtitution of the 


United States, as amended, to be printed and diltributed Gs 
throughout the United States. 


. The houſe having agreed to take it up, N | 

Mr. C. hoped the reſolution would be a If to, as he e 
the information which it propoſed to give to the people would be 
highly deſirable. It had been conceded by all, that the circula- 
tion of the conſtitution as amended, had been very limited, and 
that the amendments are_unknown in ſome parts of the Union. 
He ſaid he ſhould rejoice to ſee our form of government in the 
hands of every freeman in the country; nor, if gentlemen wiſhed 


* 


it to be underſtood, reſpected and obeyed, could recurrence be too 


frequently had to firſt principles. When the people are in full 
pofleſhon - of theſe, it add not be doubted that their vigilance 
would preferve the conſtitution inviolate to the lateſt poſterity. — 
How far this publication may be deſirable in the eaſtern and mid- 
dle ſtares, he could not tell; but in ſome of the ſouthern, and in 
the two weſtern ſtates, he was decidedly of opinion that it would 
be very acceptable. © 

On a former occaſion, Mr. C. ſaid, the houſe had been told by a 
member from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Thatcher) that the people in the 
weſtern country are not uninformed as to the conſtitution ; that it 
is not political information which they want, but © moral informa- 
tion, fixed principles and correct habits.“ Such language as this, 
Mr. C. faid,/need only be mentioned to be deſpiſed. {The ſpeaker | 
Interrupted Mr. C. to ſay, that the member from Maflachuſerts was 
checked by the ſpeaker at the time, and that therefore his remarks 


/ 


were out of order.] The remark, Mr. C. replied, had gone forth 2 | 


ro the public, and it was certainly * for bim to ſtare that it 
was calumny. 

Mr. C C. concluded. by moving to ſirike out of the refolutinn the 
words © not exceeding, —” in order to inſert 50,000.copies ; and 
as he had been informed that this number of copies might be printed 
for leſs than a thoaſand dollars, he hoped the number roms nor 
be objected to, fince it would be money well expended. 

The queſtion on the amendment was put and negatived, 33 to 33. 
Mr. C. then moved to fill the blank we N 8 ps" EP 
notion a carried 33 0 3a . | 92 
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M. N. Smith ſuppoſed the queſtion would no be on the reſblu- 


tion as amended, He fad, he ſhould have no objection to this 
publication, did he ſuppoſe it neceſſary ;; bur he could not conceive 
what new light had flaſhed upon the gentleman from Tenneſſee, 
jult at this moment, which made the publication more neceſſary, 
than at any former period fince the adoption of the amendments 
of the conſtitution, Theſe amendments, he ſaid, had been regu- 
larly publiſhed, in the edition of the laws which was pub liſhed in 
1796. Two amendments were indeed, then publiſhed, which have 
never been adopted ; but there was a nate inſerted, diſcriminating 
between thoſe which had not been adopted. There certainly 
can be no objection to the conſtitution being in the hands of ev- 
ery citizen; but whether the United States ought to be at the 
expence and trouble of this diſtribution, was a queſtion. The gen- 
tleman himſelf ſuppoſes that there are only two or three ſtates 
which are in want of this information ; and with reſpect to thoſe, 
the printers in theſe ſtates may make any publicatien of the con- 
ſtiturion which they think proper; or the ſtares themſelves, or any 
gentleman, or gentlemen may doit. For his own part, as there had 
been an equal diſtribution of the conſtirution as amended, with the 
laws of the United States; he did not wiſh, by any extra publica- 
tions, to make a difference betwixt the publicity of the conſtitu- 
tion and the laws, nor betwixt certain laws, and other laws of the 
Union. He would treat them alike. He therefore ſaw no reaſon 
for voting in favor of this reſolution, unleſs, indeed the principle 


were to be allowed a good one, which was on a former occaſion, 
advocated by the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr, Gallatin) on 


the motion of the gentleman from South Carolina for printing the 
alien and ſedition laws, that gentleman told the houſe that he eould 
ſee no good reaſon for the publication, but that he would neverthe- 
leſs vote for it, becauſe, if he did not, it would be ſaid, he was for 
preventing information from going to the people. Did I believe, 
ſaid Mr. S. this a juſt ground upon which to found my vote, I ought 
certainly to vote in favor of the preſent reſolution; as I have not 


the leaſt doubt it will be ſaid of thoſe who oppoſe it, that they are | 


for keeping information from the people; but, as I de not believe 
. the publication neceflary, and as 1 wiſh to conſult my own under- 
ſtanding as to the neceſſity of the meaſure, rather than what ma 

be ſaid of my conduct by others, I ſhall vote againſt it. 


- 


Mx. W. Claiborne denied that he had ſaid this publication would 
be neceſſary only for the weſtern ſtates; but that he had ſtated, he 
could not be certain for want of information, whether it would be 
equally defirable for the eaſtern and middle ſtates with thoſe of 
the ſouthern and weſtern. | He believed, however, this publica- 
tion would be acceprable in all parts of the Union. The amend- 
ments to the conſtitution, he had been informed, had been publiſh- 
ed only in Mr. Swift's edition of the laws; of which';5000 copies 
had been circulated throughout the United States, ſo that to be 
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poſſeſſed of a complete copy of the conſtitution, it would be neceſ- 
ſary for citizens not only to have a copy of the conſtitution, but 
alſo a copy of the laws which, he would venture. to ſay many of 
the juſtices and judges in many of the ſtates, and ſome of the Legiſ- 
latures in others, had not. 8 . 
But the gentleman from Connecticut had ſaid. that the Legiſla - 
tures of the ſtates, or individuals, might cauſe the conſtitution as 
amended, to be printed; but is not this, ſaid Mr. C. a more proper 
ſubject for the National Legiſlature to act upon, than for any other 
body of men, or than for any individual? Does it not belong to 
them to inform the people correctly with reſpect to the powers 
veſted in the general Government ? It certainly did, and he was 
ſorry to find any objection made to the motion, as he thought it of 
the firſt importance. Thoſe, indeed, who are in the vicinity of 
large cities, where this information can be readily obtained, need 
not be anxious far the preſent publication; but people far remov- 
ed from ſources of information, cannot get copies of the amended ' 
conſtitution, , except à publication of the kind propoſed, be made. 
Mr. Sewall viewed the reſolution under conſideration, as of lit- 
tle importance in itſelf, and if unneceſſary, only an uſeleſs expence + 
of a few thouſand dollars. But inſtead, of being a means. of in- 
formation to the people, he conceived that it would operate a con- 
trary way. At preſent, the ſame promulgation has been made of. 
the amendments to the conſtitution, that has been ,made of the 
laws of the United States, 5600 copies have beeu printed and cir- 
culated through the Union, ſo that there is no part of the county 
where the laws and conſtitution cannot be eaſily obtained; but 
theſe copies, and this information, is continually multiplied, by 
making it the intereſt of the Printers to publiſh them on their own. 
account, ſo that every man who wiſhed for this information, may 
get it at any printing oſſice in the country, much better than by 
applying to the Secretary of State for it. The wants of the peo- 
ple are better known in this reſpect by the printers than by the 
Secretary of State. And ſuppoſe 50,000 copies of the conſtitution 
and amendments were printed, they would not furniſh a copy for 
every hundredth man. Who then, are to be the favored indivi- 
duals to whom the copies are to be ſent ?. He could not tell; but 
as any one by expending ſix-pence might at preſent purchaſe 
one for himſelf, he ſaw no neceſſity for the preſent motion, eſpe- . 
_ cially, ſince by diſcouraging Printers from publiſhing them on their 
own account, thoſe who did not ger a copy given them, would have 
to pay double price for them, on account of rhe decreaſed demand, 
It was on this account, Mr, S. ſaid, that he conſidered the meaſure 
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as calculated to reſtrain, rather than increaſe information on this 
ſubje, | © n i * 


Mr. Thatcher ſaid, that when he ſaw this ſubject brought for- 


Ward again and again, it ſtruck him that the gentleman from Ten- 


neſſee has got certain [complex n ene en is mind, wich. 
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he is not able to analyze. He ſeems to think that the people ii 
his part of the country do not know whit the conſtitution is , yet 
if he would look back fix or ſeven years, and ſee what the people 
hape done, as well in thoſe parts of the Union, as in others, the 
cConcluſlon muſt be that the people are well informed with reſpe& 
to the conſtitution, or that they are in ſuch a ſitaation as chat a 
publication of 4000 copies of that inſtrument would be of u uſt 
to give them the information. Bur they certainly, faid Mr. Tz do 
underſtand, at leaſt the practical part of the. conſtitution, as. they 
have ſeveral times exerciſed their rights as electors under it. | It 
- was in vain, therefore, for the gentleman toſay his conſtituents are 
ignoraut of the conftitution ; ſinee this alone ſhews that they art 
acquainted with the practical parts of it, Which is all that is of 
immediate conſequence for the people to know. 2 © + _ 

| Look upon the ſubſect, ſaid Mr. T. in another point of view. 

Por ſix or eight years paſt, a ſeſſion of Congreſs has not paſſed, in 
| which ſome law has not been enacted, which certain gentlemen 
have deemed unconſtitutional. This they have publicly declared; 
| and the declaration has gone forth to the people, and engaged the 
utrention, and undergone the examination of clubs, of mobs, and 
* | of legiſlatures, Could this examination have taken place, ſaid he, 
|; and yet the people be ignorant of the conſtitution ? Certainly not, 
and therefore the people in the weſtern country either do know 
what the conſtitution is, or they have remained in a ſtate of mental 
aperhy, from which they could not be rouſed, though told that the 
conſtitution was invaded, and their liberties abbut to be deſtroyed; 
If they could not be rouſed by this ſtimulus, it follows of courſe, 
faid Mr. T. that they are in a ſtate of mental darkneſs, and that a 
pair of ſpectacles might as well be put upon the noſe of a dead 

man, as that information ſhould be ſent among thoſe people! 

Another argument to ſhew the impropriety of the preſent reſo- 
lution. There is no ſtate in the Union that does nor contaia 4 
printing preis. He doubted not the ſtate of Tenneſſee had its 
printer, and that he was not ſo fully employed, but that, if he 
thought there would be any confiderable demand for the Conſtitu- 
tion of the United States, he would find time to print it; and the 
gentleman would not ſay that his conftityents cannot afford to pur. 
chaſe-ir, ſince they can afford to buy slaves, and, of courſe, maſt 
poſſeſs confiderable property. Upon the whole, the gentleman had 
himſelf convinted him, that there is no demand for the conſticotivn 
in his State; or that, if there be, thoſe'who want it, may 'readity 


be ſupplied; he ſhould therefore vote againſt the motion. 
Mr. Harper felt no difficulty in confeſſing, that the more he 
reflected on this ſubje&, in conſequence of the motion which he 
himſelf made, and the variety of amendments which had been 
propoſed to it, the more he doubted the*propriery of the 'govern- | 
ment of the United States making any of theſe extra publications. | 
He was, however far from wilhing to oppoſe a proper publication 


le in Wl of the conſlitution as amended, nor did he think the ar] uwents 
Jet nich had been uſed againſt the meaſure were ſufficiently ſtrong to 
ople ſhew it to be unveceflary. Printers are not always inclined to run 
ne BY theridk of publications, though. in the end, they might be well paid 
ec for their trouble; and indeed, ſome people would be ready to ac- 
t 2 cept a copy of the/conſticution, gratis, and.read it, who would not 
uſe themſelves puarchaſe it. + He, Was not, however, in favqr of the. 
- dg preſent motion. He was aware that there was, a want, of ay au- 


hey BY thentic copy of the conſtitütion as awended. i he edition of the = 


n laws which had been meutiqneg, contained all the amendments, 


Te Wi but one, *which he believed it did not contain. It occurred 
N to him that. the publication of the laws authorized by the govern- 
of ment dof3 not extend to the laws which may be paſſed during the ' 
, preſent Congreſs. Might it not, then, laid he, be proper to give 


this buſineſs ſome form of this kind, viz. I hat the Secretary of State 
be authorized to, publith a like number (50c0} of the laws of the 
preſent Corgreſs, and that the whole conſtitution be 'prefixed to 
the publication, © This wodld increaſe a general circulation of an 


rinters ſaw proper. Mr. H. was not confident that this 'coutſe 
would be the beſt : he barely ſuggeſted it; and that the ſubjeck 
might de more fully conſidered,” he moved to refer it to a ſelect 

committee. 5 ro Key, V 

Mr. Nicholas hoped this courſe would not be taken, ſince he 
had heard no real objection to the original motion. Several. had 
indeed hen mentioded, one of them dt a very extraordinary na- 

ture, It was, that the people knew every thing reſpecting the 

conſtitution, which it is proper for them to know + that they have 
nothing to do with this government but ro elect the component 

parts of it. Mr. N. ſaid, he was not in the habit of anſwering the 

arguments of the gentleman from whom this ſentiment fell; but 
ſo extrabrdinary d declaration ought not to pafs nnoticed, come 


likely to be at firt generally avowed, they are generally uſhered 
in irfdiretly, before their real ſupporters come forward, and 


« 


be ſcoured by the people ofthe United States. 


ers will always find it their intereſt to print what is much wanted; 
fo that tlie pfomulpation of a perfect copy of the cohſtitution is to 
depend upon the enter prize of individuals, and if it is not thus eir- 
culated, the people are to xcmain in 1gnorance with reſpect to the 


baſis of our laws and government. At preſent, he believed, no | 
one could point to any volume containing our conſtitution complete. 


The whole, amenditients had been ubliſhed, but having been rAtif- 


ed by degrees, the people do not know which are a part of * e | 
 tonſtitugjowand which are not. And he would lo tell gentlemen, 
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authentic *copy> of the conſtitution, Which might be multiplied FE F 


from whom it might. Principles of this kind, ſaid he, are not 


ivow them, He hoped ſo diſhonorable a ſentiment would always 
; \ "#4 2 0 


But it was ſaid; that this meaſure is unneceſſary, becauſe print 
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© which we ſtand with reſpect to certain laws 
not think it neceflary to publiſh the Conſtitution in a more eneral 


Thould excite-theſe ſentiments, but after gazing 
altoniſument will ſubſide, and the ſpectators will act rarjopally 


upon which the extra ente of th 
thought the laws were not ſufficiently 
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that they are miſtaken with reſpect to individual induſtry. It is 

only in places, where printers find it difficult to make a living, that 
every thing is laid hold of for publication which afferds thaſtadow 

of ſucceſs. In places where this difteulty does not exiſt; neither 


does this induſtry appear. He doubted whether even the gentle. 


man from Maffachuſerts himſelf could point to a publication in hi 

part of the country (where individual exertions were carried much 
nber than in many other parts of the OUnjen) containing a 4 54 
fect copy of the conſtitution. He hoped this reſolution would be 
agreed to, if for no other reafon than on account of the arguments 
which had been urged agaiuſt it, which certainly were cu}eulated 


to pervert all tae principles of our government. 


Mr. Craik anderſtogd that the aan N now before the houſe, is 
pot whether the Conſtitution ſhall be publiſhed, but whether the 
reſolution thall be referred to a ſelect committee. He did not 
think that the argaments of any gentleman ought to Re EYED as 3 
reaſon for paſſing a reſolution, but the reaſonableneſs of the mo- 
tion itſelf, It ought allo to be founded upon a general view of 
the ſubject, and not on any particular conſideration, He ſhould 
therefore prefer the motion of the gentleman from S. Cerolins, 
as it would not appear to be pointed to the F ſituation | 
ately paſſed, He ad 


Manner than the laws, many of which are pen jal, and of courſe im- 
mediately affect the lives and property of the people, As the 
Propoſition of the gentleman from S. Carglina cangected the laws 
and Conſtitution together, he preferred that mode. 


Mr, Macon wiſhed, before the queſtion was put, that the law 


uthoriziog the printing of 5060 copies of the laws might be rea 
— he believed 3 be found oo 0 ates, Abe 
authorized to publiſh 5009 copies of rhe laws of ery 
ſeſſion, to be diſtributed throughout the Union.—[ The law was 
read and this was found to be the ind.) | . 


Mr. Thatcher replied to. Mr, Nicholas, that the amendments of 


3 Canſtitution had been publiſhed agein and again in his part 


e country; and he believed that they had alſo been publiſhed in 


| that gentleman's diſtrict, ' With regard to the aſtoniſhment an 


ſurprize which he had expreſſed at the ſentiments which be (Mr. 
T.) had delivered, it is natural when any ine is new, that ig 
0 


r lome time, the 


OS TITTINE | | 785 ed 
Mr. Macon ſaid, after hearing the law, which he had called for, 
read, the propoſed reference mult appear anneceſſary. This reſg- 
lation, ſaid he, embraces no new prigeiple. It is the fare as that 
ho laws was founded, © I 
known, and an. extr; 


publication of them was agreed upon. It was now ſoppoſed that 


ſycceeding | 


* 


ww 


mocktpncs 2 5¹ . 


atle. done before this time; a not. ns been 3 Congreſs ou vv _ 
i his te make the publication, ſince i it is clear the amendments are not 
nuch ſufficiently known, ; 
er. The inſtance mentioned the other day b > member from Mary- 
be land, of a gentleman who was capable by making an oration at a 


ents public meeting, net knowing any thing of the amendments to the | | 
ited WI Conſtitution, was a ſtrong proof that they are not generally | ; | | 
5 known, This did not happen on the other ſide the mountains, but = | 
15 in as thick a ſettled part of the country as any in the United States: 
7 18 5 as ith had been ſtated that . ,000' copies of the Conſtitution f 
| ri els than a 'thouſ d ale there 
naß al be no reafoneblg object to its being one. e thought 
8 3 ig publication ff a more necelſa f. thes the extra ebenen of | 
29- Wl diſpatches, Wi, 0k at the laſt ſe 


1. Mx. J. Williams faid it a . . 
| better to have this ſubject 1 #s propoſed, than that = queſ-" | 


LOA 


| tion ſhould: be taken upon the reſblution. By the law which had } 
die been read, it appeared that au extra edition uf the laws of the pre- N i 
ra] fent Corigreſs would have to be printed, and the Conſtitution could Sk if 
44 ) N ö 


be added to it. He ſhould:nor have ſaid a word on this ſuhject, t 1 
from what hat! fallen from the gentleman from Tenneſſve. Thar 5 i 
gentleman; ſaid, © if we mean to fapport dur Liberty, conſiltutibn h 
and goyernment, it is neeeſſary to ſupport this reſolation.“ Mr. * _ 
W. wiſhed. to know — — whether the houſe agreed 2 | | 
to this reſolution or not; they could not ſupport theſe Such ſenti - E 
ments. thrown oũt . in debate, faid he, ferve only to create warmth, | | 
and ànſwer no good purpoſe whatever. He wiſhed all the acts of | 
government to haye the greateſt publicity ; but when called upon 
to print an extra number of copies of any thiug to auſwer certain 


. 
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purpoſes, thoſe pur pntes ought alſo to be fed. Nad it nor - if 
been for two acts of laſt ſeſndu, he did not fuppuſe the hohe Wo¹tj!L 4 
have heard of this mot lon, or. of the arguments uſed in ſupport ö ad 

irt. H the reſolution was referred, this difficulty would de remov- 1 


ed, and the queſtion would be conſidered en «farore: day; with 
cvvinels and candor... 8 
The queſtion for referenu. of nit: reſoltiion to 4 feleft commit- ! 
tee, was put and carried, 38 to 33. Po 
Mr, W. Claiborne wiſhed this bemalen to n ſtruc. * 
ed to enquire how! far che hw. for the. promulgation of the laws 
of the Union, has been cirried” into execution; and wherher any, - © 
what further proviſions are herefſary on this ſubject. The laws © © | 
paſſed laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid; had not yer been forwarded to o 
ral ſtates, though ſeverul of the. Legiſlatures were it ſeſſion pave i 
He 3 the AY . . 
e na hs - ** 
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| Which was concurred in. | Acguaruds'” 


Mr: Sewall moved that the houſe go into a committee of the 
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Mr, Goodrich wiſhed the reſulation. to embrace another objeR, 
"A preſent the laws of the United Stares are inſerted by order of 
che Secretary, in tive newſpapers in the Union. This was infuffi. 
cent. He ſuppoſed when this was ordered, it was expected that 
other papers would copy the laws without being paid for their in. 
-ſertion. But this has not been the caſe, abs it is neceſſary the 
proviſion ſhould be extended. 
The Speaker ſaid the reſolution would einagrehend this object. 
Mr. Harper from the committee of ways and means, reported 
a bill for the enumeration of the re . which was commit. 
ted for Friday,” © 


- Mr. D. Foſter called up bis report on the caſe of John Daniel, 
Thursday. December 20. 


whole, on the bill for eſtabliſtiing an anfform ſyſtem of bank 
ruptcy throughout the United 7 The motion was carried 
38 ro 25. r 
The houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee - of the 
whole on this bill, Mr. Dent in the chair, when the bill which: is 
a very long one of 59 ſections, having been read by the clerk, the cl: 
. chairman proceeding to read it by ſections; when. da 
Mr. Nicholas faid, that this bill had been ſo long before Con Wi 
greſs, that though it was included amongſt other buſineſs of the in 
ſeſſion, no member had any certain expectation of being called to ”* 
decide upon it. For his part, he muſt on he was not prepared roy *" 
enter upon the ſubject. It was neceſſary to conſult a great variety dic 


of authorities, and to examine Engliſh precedents, to e ”* KJ 
tent, previous to coming to a determination on a ſubject of th 
magnitude. However, if the committee will riſe, and gentlemen W. 


will conſent to let the buſineſs lie till next week, he would not ur 
bimſelf wiſh for any farther delay. This moved, therefore, * ſhe if 


committee to riſe. p! W 
Mr. Sewall ſaid, he was not iN to Yield to this motion, 
"though he thought, the reaſons. urged for it were not very ſtrong. bl 

The bill having been fo long under conſideration, ought to be fas P 


miliar to gentlemen. whoſe buſineſs it had been to attend to it, He bi 
.' Wiſhed, however that gentlemen might now aſſure themſelves, that Wi J 
the time is arrived when a meaſure of this kind is called for! and * 
e truſted a majority of Congreſs would be found in favor of paſſing 4 
this bill during the preſent ſeſſion, and That it would not deu h 
fered to paſs over as heretofore, - b 
Mr. Harper ſaid, if going through the bill by ſections . 
prevent the gentleman from Virginia, from recurring to the 'firlt, 
or any other ſection of the bill, he ſhould think the requeſt which 
he had made perſect ly reasonable; but ſince making progreſs in 
the bill could not produce this effect, as it would not precluge the 


. from gh amendments in any * of bh he. cons 


ty yy nn + & 
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ſee no reaſon why the committee ought not to begin to canſjder | 
the ſubject. From-the number of ſections which the bill cantaiits, - 
it might be expected that two or three days would be ſpent in dif- 
cuſſing its various proviſions, Which would afford the gentleman 
from Virginia ſufficient time to conſult all the neceflary authorities: 


| day. If this is obtained, who faid he, cag ſay ſome other plen 
Con: will not be made for a further poſtponement? In ſhort, he foreſaw 
F the in theſe repeated delays, the defeat of this meaſure; which if it 
ed to was to be defeated, he wiſhedd it to be done by direct oppoſition, 
ed to and not in this indirect way. Mr. H. hoped, from the conſidera- 
riety tion which he had ſuggeſted, that the bill would be proceeded 
at ex. with ; and if after it ſnall have been gone through, any gentle 
this man ſhall wiſh for further time to conſider the ſubject, the requeſt 
emen would be more reaſonable than at preſent. Whilſt the ſubject is 
J not under conſideration, gentlemen's minds will be drawn to it; but 
r the if it be poſtponed till Monday, they will paſs it over as a ſubject 
| which is ＋ nere ie vN Wh i 

Yon, Mr. Hartley faid;'the houſe had frequently employed confidera- 
rong, ble time in the diſcuſſion of long intricate bills, which were after - 
be fas wards rejected. This had been the caſe with reſpect to militia 
„ He bills and ſome others. Te withed, therefore, if there are a ma- 
, that jority of members in this houſe oppoſed to this bill, that they 
and would at once come forward, and move to ſtrike out its firſt ſection, 
aſſing and by that means ſave a great deal of unneceſſary trouble. For 
* his own, part, he believed this bill to be well framed, and that if a 
7 bankrupt law is to be paſſed, a better could not be prepared. 
rould Mr. S. Smith" was of opinion it would be as well if the houſe | 
firſt, were to begin to ds ſome buſineſs. He believed the preſent fitua- 
vhich tion of the people of America called for a law of this kind ; and 
eſs in he thought gentlemen would become better acquainted” with the 
e the ſubject, from hearing diſcuſſions upon it, than by a poſtponement. 


for, having himſelf attended very particularly to the ſubject, he 
could inform that gentleman and the committee, that all the Britiſh. 
authorities on the bankrapt ſyſtem are to be found in a fingle {mall 


volume; and two acts only having beer paſſed in England on the 
ſubject, he had no doubt the gentleman from Virginia 18 perfectly 


. 


well acquainted with them, or if he ſhould wiſh to refreſh his me- 


mory, the ime conſumed in going through the bill will afford him 


a ſufficient opportunity to do ſo. This bill. Mr. H. {aid had been 


conſtantly defeated by delays, and if they were given in to, he was 
afraid it would meet a ſimilar fate this ſeſſion. When r 


firſt re ported, an objection was made by one of its enemies to th 

printing of it; but when the bill came to be taken up, it was 
found it would be'neceflary to print it, which created a delay; antl 
yeſterday, hen it ought to have been taken up, a ſudden motion 
was made to-adjourn. Now, #.gentleman who has heretofore de- 
clared his hoſtility to the bill, moves for a poltponement till Mon- 


He wiſhed therefore, that the committee might proceed to conlider 


* 
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— with its AD e But perhaps, when. he fived \ 
nigh thè objections which might be brought againſt it, he might Thi 
bete be induced to vote againſt it. At any rate, he wiſhed Ct. 
the ſubject to be catered upon; as he n the adjournment of with.t 
Conpretd from day ty day, without doing any buſineſs would have 
ſtrange appearance to their conſtituents. 
The queltion for a poſtponement was put and negatived, 3 we 


* at; bill was then proceeded with by ſetions, | Seventeen ſee re 
X; | was were paſſed through without much objection or debate ; but W227 
ome difference: of - opinion; appearing in the committee as to the 
pro riety of ſome parts of the eighteenth ſection of the bill, © 

Mr. Eggleſton ſaid, as he found that even thoſe gentlemen who 
had 9 edly, paid particular attention to this ſubject, are difa. peach. 
greed with reſpect to the propriety of certain e A & 1 
In this bill, he truſted it would not appear wonderful, that «.new {WF louſc 
member ſhould wiſh for,more time to conſider the . He, W+uat 
| therefore, moved for. the committee to riſe. ttenc 
The motion was put and carried, and the commirtee roſe 40, Mellin 


coraingy ney nſwe 
| arper from the managers appo pointed to conduct the im- Mart 
e againſt Wm. Blount, reported, that the ſaid Managers 


Mr 

d, purſuant to a reſolution of this houſe attended before the Sen- Wilt wa: 
ate; to requelt a further day might be aſſigned for proceeding with Wvirir 
this buſineſs: and that Monday next, at twelve o'clock, was Wſſccuti 
| aligned, The report further ſtated, that the Managers LE ken 
_ confidered the ſubject, conceived that i it would not be conſiſtent What r 
with propriety. or the ſolemnity which. ought to be obſerved on n; 
this occaſien, to proceed to the trial of the ſaid -William-Blouny, Wov 
in his abſence; aud that having failed in his appearance, the Man- Nerſe 
agers on the part of this houſe, ought, when they next appear be. hic 
fore the Senate, to requelt that further order may be taken to hol, 
compel the attendance of the ſaid William Blount, -Fhe managers, ind 

erefore, ſubmitted a reſolution. to the houſe for Wer to * eaſo 
ollowing elfect: | 


"Res6Lvep, Thar the Mg nk dab on te part af hl 
houſe, for conducting the impeachment againſt William Blobtir; be 
inſtructed to requeſt, at their next attendance befure the Stuate, 
chat further order may be taken to compel tue artendanee or the 

ſaid William Blount at the bar of the Senate. 

Mr. Venable hoped that the gentleman who made this reppit, 
would ſuffer it to lie till to morrow. He conceived. that the.quel- 
tion whether the Senate ought to proceed in the trial of William 
Blount, in bis abſence, is à queſtion which ought to be ſettled by 
themſelves, and not by the Houſe of Repreſentatives. However, 
es this was an entirely new ſubject, he ga an 9 
ſion upon the report would not- Yo deſired. 


PROCEEDINGS. . | 65 
On the veſtion for taking up this report being put, it wis ne 3 
: „e $00 Bioropert being ee IK ER 
The Speaker laid before the Houſe a letter from the Treaſurer 


; of the United States, incloſing his ſpecie account, and his account 
it of vt the War Department, the one up to the end of June, and the 
| other to the end of November, which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. S. Smith, from the committee of commerce, reported a bill 
to alter the ſtamp duty impoſed upon foreign bills of exchange, 
and bills of Tading, by an act laying duty on ſtamped vellum, 
parchinent and paper, and further to amend the ſame, which was 


ommitred for to-morrow.—Adjourned. 
Friday, December 21. 


The following reſolution, reported. by the Managers of the Im- 
zcachmept, being under conſideration : | 


9 K > - 


4 RE89LVED, That the Managers appointed on. the part af this 
louſe, to conduct the impeachment againſt William blount, late a, 
denatur of the United States, be inftrutted to requeſt, at their next 
ttendance before the Senate, that further order be taken for com- 
elling the perſona] appearance of the faid William Blougt, to, 
nlwer ta the articles of impeachment exhibited againſt him on the 


im- Wart of this Houſe," | Fs | Ef +. Py 
gem Wl Mr. Nicholas hoped this Reſolytiqp would not be agreed to. 
Sen- It was very different from his ideas on this ſubject, It was re. 
with 


wiring a ep to be taken which wight altogether defeat the pro- 
ecution ; for, if a capias was iflued, Mr. Blount might not be 


ving aken, and the agreeing to this report-would affirm the principle 
ſtent What no further * ary could be had, until he appeared in per- 
d on n; and if he is taken, the Senate can do no more than they can 
jun, Wow do. In his opinion, this kind of proceeding would be the re- 
Man- erſe of dignified, by requiring a thing to be done as efſential, 
rr by- 


bich is perfectly immaterial, bur which, if it fails, may put the 
hole buſineſs to hazard. The dignity of a proceeding of tis 
ind dependy upon its certainty. The Managers ſtate, 'as their 
eaſon for this application, that all other impeachmeurs and crimi- 
al proſecutions, require à perſonal appearance ; and in order. t 
his, faid Mr. N. they requre a perſon to be in cuſtody, in or der 
o ſecure the due'execution of the la; but here it is not neceſſa- 
to ſecure the perſon in order to carry into effect the ju ent 
a court, the appearance of the perfon is got efſential. Ag It wag 
mneceffary, therefore, to ifſhe = capias, he would not do it, yo 
dad prageed be wiel, f thp Sette ure ready 10 try the 
avie, S . OE fa „ n * 
Mr. Sewall faid, the Managers of the impeachment had fubmit 
ed it as their opinion to the houſe, almoſt unanimouſly, that it 
ould be proper to requeſt of the Senate to take further order for 
owpelling the attendance of | William Blount, to anſwer to the 
ar ges brought agaloſt him, as in alf caſes of impeachment. ank 
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criminal proceediags, perſonal appearancg is neceſſary, before i 
trial cau takt place. It maythe argued , in ſome caſes of im. 
peachment, it would be exßedient to i knſe with a ſtrict adhe: 


ſuggeſted. prevent judgment from'belng obtained againſt the party 
Hupracheſch; but then ſome ſubſtirute ought. to be provided, a 


that no criminal fliall be tried, except he be preſent in perſon, 


not, then, ſaid Mr. S. becoming the dignity of this houſe*ro make, 


flüurrher order to compel. the attendance: of Mr. Bloont ? -When 
"his houſe firit inſtituted this impeachment, they requeſted” the Sens 


They have ſummoned him to appear, and given him perſop#l notice 


 withogr ſobſtituting a rule in place of- It, ip ſome future caſe, the 
Senate may deem eſs thau a perſonal notice ſufficient in finwiar 
| caſes, which might prove extremely injurious to the party acenſed 
Leet us not gaid Bir, S. conſider this queſtion merely as it hat 
- reference to William Blount, but as relating to all future caſes. of 


to do juſtice; but, at ſome future day, there may be a, Senat 
which, ayailing itſelf of a bad precedent, may injute aud opprel 


We onght therefore, ſaid he, by a ſtatute which ſhall be know! 
to the people, to declare what ſhall be the conſequence j 
a neglect and contempt of the ſammons of a ceyrt ig uch 5 
He muſt, he ſajd, confider William Blount as guilty of à cbm e 

| of court, in failing to appear, before the Senate -and.iF he 
WM 
- "future fumy onſes will be-berter obeyed ; for if a perſon impeache 
mall be ſuffered to enjoy all the advantages by an appearange 
 coupleLonily, that he would have if he appeared in perſon, ev") 


_._ {ering of being perſonally preſent at bis trial, and all caſes of Ji 


ene | N bn 12 ON, OI 4 a6 Ft, oo oh 
Burt he had ſaid it was an eſtabliſhed principle, that in all in 
peachments and criminal caſes, the party #ecuſedoughr-ro.'be p! 
ſent at bis trial. He had not the books by him te prove thasz W 
Blackſtone, and all the other Engliſh! authorities confirm his pe 
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xence ty this rule, as it might, as the. gent leman from Virginia has 


lil che queſſion recurs, that if it he an eitabliſhed principle of law, 


ig this Principle be diſpenſed with at the will of a'court . He 
elleved nor. He did not tec how the Senate could, proceed in hig 
trial, as chere is nothing. in our laws to direct them; aud t 

could not certainly go on to trial in"defiance of the eſtabliſhed rules 
of common law, or proceed to judgment without a trial. 1s it 


ar Jeaſt, an applicgtion to the Senate, requeſting they will take 


ate, wairld take order for the perſonal appearance of Mr. Blowht, 


of rhe charges exhibired againſt him, but he has nor appeared”; and 
if in this caſe the houfe deparr*fFrom the eſtabliſheUTule of lan, 


this Riad. It cannot be doubted the prefent Senate are diſpoſed 


eitizens who may be ſo. unfortunate as to come within their power, 


ſach a aſs 


- 


1 


fer ng inconvenjence on this account, it cannot be expected That 


unpeached perſon will hereafter avoid the inconvenience. and ful 


Peacliment will be managed by attornies, of courſe be much dim 
wiſhed in their conſequences, and become a mere nE PLAY; 


be acted before the public.” « © 
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don. bo England, indeed, they have a proceſs of outlawry, which 


des not exilt with us; but in no ceſe do the courts proceed to 
in Wial, when the party does not appear. K 
ue t is . 7 however, by the gentleman from Virginia, that 
has ne mode recommended be purſued, it will tend to defeat the 
t Wroſecotion. In ſaying this, le anticipares what may be the views 
and Bf this houſs; and of the Senate. The Senate may refüſe do grant 
aw, e requeſt propoſed to be made to them. They may ſay the trial 


all Proceed. But the Senate may do ſomething . elſe ; they may 
ot iſſue a caplas, but may paſs a law ſaying what ſhall- be the 
roceſs in fimilar caſes in future. Or if the Senate does not ori- 
nate ſuch a law, it may be originated in this houſe. Ee could, 
iſh a law paſſed declaring, that if a perſon impeached does not 
ppear, when duly ſummoned, the facts ſtated againſt him ſhall be- 
ken as true, and the court ſhall proceed to (Fe. res admitting 
dunſel to argue only points of law. The confequences of a con- 
mpt of court being thus known, every innocent man will chear- 
ly attend a fummons ; but if a contrary courſe is purſued, the 
a 1 impeachment will be greatly lefifned, and they will grow 
ito epure. . 1 . 
The fc 16-505 from Virginia bad endeavoured to do away the 
ommom law principle,” by ſuppoſiug the preſence of the party as 
nly 'neceflary to inſure an execution of judgment. Mr. S. pre- 
med this was not the reaſon; He dull dota ſome circum- 
ances to ew that it was not, In common law, where a man is 
barged with a crime, he alone is confcious of the crime, and he 


im, that they may know that they ere not trying 2 mah who may 


whether any court could proceed to judgment or trial? They could 
but becauſe he dovs not plead, no trial can take place. 


couſidered. that he had 90 particular reference in what he had 
id to che preſent caſe, but he had an eve to all future ſimilar caſts. 
A tl Mr, Oris faid;:the'reſpe&t which he entertained for the members 


erent from theirs, with. fome degree of diffidence ; hut from the 
Whort view Which he had taken of the ſubject, he believed the man- 
Wagers had propoundec a queltion; which it is not proper for this 


i. is our duty to preſent burſelv es before the Schate, there to inſiſt 
opon our prof cation. If our cadſe ſhould be overruled, we muſt 
ſubmit; bot it is not for us to ſtart difficulties.. 


Mr. O. ant, he did got know what bad been the rule obſerved 
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in ſimilar cuſes in England; he had not had leiſure to examine; 
nor did he think-we'gught to be bound by Britiſh precedents in 8 


ght, cherkfore; to be preſent. The court ſhould at all times fee. 


ot be in exiſtence. lu the cafe of a perſon ſtanding mute upon his 
rial, he is called upori'to anſwer ; and if he refuſes, he would aſk 


ot. Yet he is'as liable to the penalties of the law, as if he pled; 
Mr. S. concluded by faying, he hoped the ſubject would be co 


er me committee of managers, led him to expreſs an opinion dif. 


heuſe to decide ; for ſaid he, being proſecutors for public juſtice, 10 
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caſe of this kind. It is, ſaid he, a new caſe, and I fee no difficyhi 
in determining to proſecute this man to conviction, and in obtaig 
ing for him the puniſhment which he deſerves, There is ſome a 
alogy between this proceſs and a proceſs. well known in commay 
| lay againſt a man's property, diſtinct from his perſon. . Every ont 
knows that ſuch a proſecution is a proſecution. of forfeiture, - F 
| inſtance, we libel a veſſel, notice is given to all the parties to ds 
fend, If they do not appear, judgment and execution are obtaineſ, 
The preſent proceſs is agaialt the office of Willtam Blount; it hy 
nothing to do with his perſon; he is afterwards liable to à praſt 
cution at common law for any crime which he may have committed, 
And is it for us to ſtart difficulties on the threſhold of the buf 
| neſs, and in arguing thus, take the, ſame ſide, perhaps, with th 
} defendant's counſel, when they come before the Senate, Publ 
| opinien, ſaid Mr. O. requires that this man ſhould be removel 
1 from office, and rendered incapable of holding any place under tiver 
1 government in future; but if the courſe propoſed by the Managen ern 
ö 5 is taken, he may be elected into office again, before judgment en 

[ | be obtained againſt him. 


It had b-en ſaid by his colleague that a law ought to. be paſſe" 
on the ſubje& ; but, if this was done, a queſtion might ariſe he pu 
ther it was not retroſpective as to the preſent caſe, and he ſaw no! th: 


neceſſity for providing for any future cafe. It is our duty, ſaid he, 
ii to be ready to appear before the Senate, and inſiſt upon atrial 
Wo _ If, indeed, on hearing counſel, the Senate ſhall determine they 
| j | cannot proceed to, judgment without the perſonal appearance 
the accuſed, we muſt ſubmit ; but I ſee no propriety in our taking 

that ſide of the queſtion. , 6 | 5 -'. 
Mr. Dana ſaid, the Senate has doubtleſs a right to ſummon the 
party accuſed to attend before them. They have a right to allug 
proceſs for the attendance of witneſſes; and if the party chuſe 
appear, he has a right to require proceſs for his witnefles, -and 
they may be excuſed from all other ſervice ; but when the party 
_ accuſed does not chuſe to appear, ſhall he be compelled to appear! 
For what purpoſe ſhall be he compelled te appear? Whether at 
offence is committed againſt rhe public, or a man is gailty af a civil 
injury, it is eaſy to decide what is the legal inference ariſing from 
the truth of the fact. It would be idle in courts of jaſtice to prp⸗ 
ceed in trials where judgment cannot be effectual and thergfore 
in criminal. proſecutions, the ſecurity of the perſon is neceſſary and 
is always enforced, Let gentlemen who ſay that a perſon in a.cale 
like the preſent ſhould be required to appear, anſwer. if a ſentence 
can neither afFfoct a man's perſon nor his property, Why he ſhould 
appear in perſon ? If a man were liable to be puniſhed with ms 
priſonment, fine, or ranſom, his perſon ought to be ſecured ; and 
is becanſe courts will have ſecurity, that in ſuch caſes perſons are 
either impriſoned, or held by efficient bail; and when ball is re 

Fuſed, it is where it does not afford a ſufficjent feeurity, 16 ai 
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ch ſecurity required in this caſe, aſked Mr. D.? There is not. 
he proceſs would be à rare one, if the party were required to 
ppear. It would be to ſay, that the moment the perſon aceuſed 
nd in cuſtody, is found guilty, that moment he ſhall be at liberty; 
ur in all the previous ſtages of the proſecution, he ſhall be a cloſe 
riſoner. If ſuch a man wiſhed, therefore for his liberty, he muſt 


ine im to be found guilty as ſoon as poffible. Is it poſſible, then, 
It hu aid Mr. D. that this could be a proper courſe to be purſued '? That 
proſe can be right to bring a man thus charged before the court, that 
nittedWic may be found guilty, in order that he may afterwards fmile at 


he impotency of its vengeance ? The conſtitution, continued Mr. 


ith thi. has proceeded on a different principle. The procefs in caſes of 
PubligWnpeachment, in this country, is diſtinct from either civil or crimi- 
move ral; it is a political proceſs, having in view the preſervation of the, 
ler thi&overnment of the Union. Impeachments, under the Britiſh go- 


ernments, are wholly different from Impeachments carried on 
nder this government. The conftitution proceeds on the high 
athority of public opinion, of the high value of reputation to every 


nagen 
nt cat 


paſſelſi an who is a candidate for public office, and that the declaration 
e wWbe public reprobation, expreſſed by the conſtitutional organ, is one 
ſaw golf the ſevereſt puniſhments. It cenfiders that the puniſhment of 
aid he Wine and impriſonment may be endured, but that public abhorrence 


not to be borne: | | | 

The puniſhment in this caſe, therefore, is wholly a declaration 
ff public opinion, not only that the perſon receiving it has proved 
iimſelf unworthy of his preſent office; but that there is ſuch a 
aſeneſs attached to his character, as to render him unfit for all 
flices in future. Taking the matter up in this view, the propri- 
y of not conſidering the offence as criminal will clearly appear, 
ere the offences to be conſidered as a crime merely; the judg- 
nent of the court ſhould involve the whole puniſhment ; whereas 
t has no connection with puniſhment for crime, as, whether a per- 
on tried under at Impeachment be found guilty, or acquitted, he 
s {till liable to a proſecution at common law. This proceſs, 
herefore, is perfectly sui generis, equally unknown to the Britiſh 
overnment, or in this country. | | 552 | 
Upon this view of the ſubject, Mr. D. ſaid, his opinion was, that 
he houſe ought to inſtruct the Managers, but in a way directly op- 
poſite to that. prapofed by the reſolution under conſideration, _ . 

Mr. Harper allowed it would be very difficult to anſwer the 
hallange thrown out by the gentleman from Connecticut, to pro- 
luce an inſtance in which a man, tried for, an offence, the puniſh- 
ent for which does not extend to his perſon or property, is requi- 
ed to appear in perſon, for before the preſent conſtitution, no ſuch 
aſe exiſted 3 and at preſent there is none fuch but what is contain- | 
d in the conſtitution. But every puniſhment under the common 
law, affects either a man's perſon or property, as they are the on- 
Y puniſhments to be had. Admitting, therefore, that no fach cafe 
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ment like the one contemplated in our conſtitution, was ever img 


_ ſeſſion which he can enjoy; and certain he was, that gentlemet 


8 * * » 
ole ogg 
> 


can be found, neither in this country nor in that from which v 
have drawn the principles of our juriſprudence, where no puniſh. 


gined, the argument has no weight. Mr. H. denied the principle 
upon which this perſonal appearance is required, it had been the 
practice from the earlieſt records of our juriſprudence to the pre 
ſent time, that a man ſhall never be tried in his abſence for a crimj 
nal offence, Gentlemen ſay the reaſon of this is, that he may 
ready to receive judgment. If fo, it would be foolifh, becauſe the 
Court might direct rhe perſon of a criminal to be brought befor 
them to receive ſentence, as well as they could do it before his tri 
al. What then, ſaid he, is the reaſon ? Aſk the great ſages of th 
Engliſh law, and they will give an anſwer very different from hi 
learned friends. They: will ſay that it is, becauſe a man ough 
always to be face to face with his judges and accuſers ; that n 
witneſs ought to be heard againſt a man, or his life or -propert 
put in jeopardy, without his perſonal preſence 5 and fo ſacred 
the principle held, that a man is not permitted to depart from i 
- This is not a ſolitary inſtance in which perſonal convenience 
ſacrificed to natural convenience; this is frequently the caſe, i 
order to make ſure the barriers which protect individual ſecurity 
It is in this reſpect that our juriſprudence is chiefly diftinguiſhec 
from the inquiſitorial proceedings of former times, where a ma 
might be found gyilry of the higheſt crimes, without knowing wht 
were his accuſers, witneffes or judges. It is by this facred maxin 


that no man can be put in jeopardy without being confronted h 


his accuſers. And ſhall we, ſaid, he, depart from this principle! 
Why ſhall we do this? Becanſe the judgment to be awarded i 
this caſe doas not extend to perſon or property? Is the judgmen 
leſs than if it affected perſon or property? Gentlemen will nd 
fay ſo. They will ſay har a man's reputation is the deareſt po 


who are oppoſed in opinion to him on this ſubject, would ſoon 
be deprived of their property or perſoual liberty, than loſe thei 


frame and reputation. It was, in his opinion, the higheſt ' puniſh 


ment that could be inflicted upon a man of worth. An abandonet 
profligate, indeed, who holds reputation for nothing, who concelv 
he is free if he has the liberty of roaming at large, will not thus con 
ſider this puniſhment ; but a virtuous citizen will conſider it in th 
Tight in which he had placed it, as it places an indelible mark 
infamy upon a man, which ſeparates him from the reſt of his fel 
low citizens, and places an inſurmountable barrier betwixt him an 
all that is fair in character. Yet gentlemen ſay this is not a crim 
inal proceeding ! Yet ſurely, if the puniſhment is greater for thi 
offence than it is for any other, the proceeding mult be couſidere 
as criminal. 3. Fo nk, e 
Mr. H. ſaid, it might be very convenient for a man to ſtay aw? 
from the court which tries him, He could conceive inſtances f 
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which it would be convenient for a man to pay a fine which ſhould 
be impoſed upon him, rather than appear in court. But may it not 


be conceived that caſes may ariſe in which it would be the greateſt 


hardſbip to try a man in his abſence ? And yet, ſaid Mr. H. if this 
barrier is once broken down, how ſhall we be able to ſay, Thus 
far ſhall the departure £9, and no farther ?** We cannot, and the 
greateſt abuſes may ariſe from it, x8 6G, 

In this inſtance, we are told the proceſs was firſt left with the 
wife of Mr. Blount. Suppoſe the thing had ended here, could we have 


| ſaid the man had had actual notice? He would have had legal no- 


tice ; but it could not have been ſaid that he had received actual 
notice; but notwithſtanding, the trial might have been proceeded 


with. In this inſtance, it is true, that the accuſed had perſonal no- 


tice, but the meſſenger might have returned, after he had left the 
proceſs at his houſe, ſo that a man might be tried without knowing 
of his trial; and the ſtep from this proceeding to that, wouid not 
be ſo great as this is from the eſtabliſhed. practice of our courts. It 
is an old adage, ſaid Mr. H. that rst steps are most difficult, If 
this is taken, the ſucceeding ones would readily follow which 
would render our proceedings in ſuch caſes the moſt inquiſitorial 


and tyrannical. I hope, therefore, ſaid Mr. H. the houſe will ad- 
here to the landmarks of our anceſtors, and not by this new · fangled 
doctrine, ſet up our own. wavering, deceitful reaſonings, in their 


ſtead, throwing. down the ſtrong barriers which have been ſet up 
around the ſafety of individuals, and the adminiſtration of ſtrict juſ- 
tice. It is right continued he, to adhere to the maxims of experi- 


ence, though we may not always ſee the reaſon upon which they 


are founded; as counſel argue in court againſt a precedent, on the 
ground that the reaſon of the thing has ceaſed to exiſt, the court 
invariably ſay © No; we do not know this, nor the conſequence of 
departing from. eſtabliſhed precedents—we chuſe to walk in the 
paths of experience, which we know to be ſafe, and not in new 
courſes, which, for aught we know, may lead to deſtruction.” If 


ſajd he, we depart from the maxims of experience, we ſubje& our: 
| ſelves to the dominion'of our paſſions—to revenge on one fide, or to 


favoritism on the other, and our reaſonings wiil lead us this way or 


that, according to our enmity or affection towards the party accu- 


ſed, It js true, on one day the decifion may be in our favor, but it 
may be againſt us on the next; and though our favorite be ſkreen- 
ed to day, he may to-morrow, when the popular opinion, which is 


ever varying, ſhall have changed, be overwhelmed, by this depart- 


ure from eſtabliſhed principle. 


Let us not, ſaid Mr. H. be governed by theſe new maxims which | 


have oyerſpread, and created ſo much miſchief in ſome parts of the 


world. It has been the ſame kind of diſregard for experience, and 


contempt for old eſtabliſhments, which has occaſioned ſo much con- 
fuſion and miſery, which we wiſh to keep from our country. He 
hoped the minuteſt part of this miſchier would not be ſuffered to 


enter in amongſt us. 
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62 CONGRESSIONAL | 
The gentleman from Virginia had ſpoken of the dignity of this 
proceeding, as if the report had thus ſpoken. It indeed, ſpoke of 
the ſolemnity of rhe proceeding, bur ſaid nothing about irs dignity, 
Hie ſhould fay nothing in reply te the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut, except that wit had little alliance with ſenſe ; it is pretty e- 
nough, and may ſerve to amuſe us, but never ſerves. to enlighten 
the ſubject on which it is uſed. IF a man, who is liable to a penal 
ty of ten pounds, cannot be tried, cannot plead, except in perſon, 
how much more is this neceſſary, in a cafe where alt the people of 
the United States are proſecutors, Where the Senate are the Judges, 
and when a Senator (a perſon of the third rank in our government) 
is the party accuſed ? In ſuch a caſe, the greateſt poſſible ſolemnity 
ought to be obſerved, Ought the public to be ſaffered to ſee the 
fooliſh fpectacle of the Houſe of Repreſentatives gaing up to the 
Senate, from day to day, to try a man who is laughing at them in 
the ſtate of Tenneſſee, or the diſtrict of Maine? This ſort of ridi- 
cule ought not to be thrown upon this trial, Does not every one 
know that one part of the ſolemnity of fuch a trial conſiſts in the 
perſonal preſence of the accuſed ; try him in his abſence and you 
take off three fourths of its ſolemnity from the mind of the public. 
And it was certainly the great deſign of this trial to produce a 
ſtrong effect upon the public mind by making an example of the 
perſon accuſed, by a public trial and degradation; and he believed 


it would be rehdered infinitely leſs fo, if the perſonal appearance of 


Mr. Biount be diſpenſed with. He hoped, therefore, the houſe 
would reflect before they adopted an opinion which would ge to 
the entire demolition of the moſt valuable of our privileges, the ſa - 


cred barrier of our perſons and property, againſt the eneroach - 


meuts of power, and the belt means of preventing future malverſa- 
tions of office. % f t | NE Du 


Mr. Otis ſaid, the gentleman from South-Carolina had enter- 
tained the houſe with his uſual flow of eloquence, but how much ſg 
ever to his own ſatisfaction, and that of his hearers, he might have 


touched on one point, he had left another, and perhaps a prinei - 
pal one without a remark, The queſtion is, whether it is incum- 


bent on thoſe who are proſecutors to decide, or whether it mult be 
left to the judges ? Upon that ſubject we have not had the felicit 
of hearing the gentleman's obſervations. It certainly will be b 
to avoid this deciſion, and leave it to the conſtitutional judges 
Are we ta decide? our deciſion. would have no effect ! It wi 
only tend to work up our paſſions by pretending to decide. Can 


we with experience truſt our. paſſions ? Though I am perfectly 
perſuaded that gentleman will not indulge his paſſions to prepon - 


derate, yet ſome gentlemen may. The gentleman's very obſerva- 
tions, he ſaid, would be uſed by the, defendant's counſel when the 


trial came forward, and then he truſted he ſhould hear his friend 


from Carolina uſe as much eloquence in anſwer to. the counſel, as 
he now did to eſtabliſh the RS opinions, And yet in both 
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jaſtances he would think himſelf in the diſcharge of his duty, and 
really would be fo. | ay. . 
But the gentleman ſays, that the fame and reputation of a perſon 
is of more intrinſic value to him than life ar limb: he therefore 
argues that if upon trial in common law it is requiſite for a perſonal 
appearance, with tlie ſame propriety it is ſo in the preſent caſe ; 
his reafons were that proceſs ought nat to be had unleſs he appear. 
But how much ſoever he might value his honour, the law does not 
compare the reputation of a man to life or limb. In the ſame 
common law which the gentleman quoted, in a caſe where life and 
limb would be affected, judgment is given the ſame, if the individual 
does not appear upon his trial, as though he did; proceſs is had 
in his abſence, I mean in England, if a man does not appear at 
his trial, a proceſs of outlawry is had; thus his fame, his reputas 
tion, his effects, and in former days, his life was forfeited, for 
whoſoever met him might kill him, he being out of the protection 
of law : but the lenity of modern times has altered that ſeverity 


When a man is indicted, the object af the law is to receive ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity, agreeable to the magnitude of the crime, that judg- 
ment can be executed on him, Thus in a criminal caſe, the law 
has wiſely. determiued that a man ſhall not be tried in his abſence. 
Men of this deſcription are generally poſſeſſed of but little proper- 
77 and in order to guard againſt the hand of power, they mult face 
. their proſecutors: but the amount of the preſent judgment, on 
conviction, would be only removal from, and incapacity to fill any 
national office, and tberefore there can be no impropriety in the 
J | 
The gentleman had faid further, that much of the effect to be 
defired from this example would be taken from the minds of the 
| people: now ſuppoſe this man ſhould be elected by them to ſome 
Dy office, which is probable, what effect would his abſence then have 
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ſo on the minds of the community and upon the judges. There is 

'e lefs reaſon for perſonal appearance in this" than in common indi&- 

le ments, and in the preſent caſe ir might be attended with ill effects: 

a- we may preſume that there might be ſome kind of influence ſome _ 

De party prejudice, which is not eaſily overcome. This, taking the 

4 gentleman's own argument, might poſfibly tend to effect the human 

3 and produce an effect the contrary to what might be pro- 

Fi zced In kin ablbenge. TD”: | , 
But however we take it, or whatever we may think, it is a queſ- 

an tion which ought tobe decided by the judges. If the deciſion 

ly ſhould be that his preſence is neceſſary, and a capias is iſſued accord- 

ne ingly; it will be in his power to keep himſelf aloof from the ſtorm: 

a- in a few years the houſe may be entirely changed, and the judges 

he may have forgotten the circumſtance, the man may come here, 

nd elected by. the people, and reſume his ſeat, and if then a new pro- 


as ſecution is iſſued, it muſt be carried on under manife t diſadvantages. 


* 


A * ” - n "_— - - 8 
— 3 


4 7 
1 
1 
. . IAC” ECT OY 
* 


F 
F4 
W 
*. 
1 
3 
74 
4 
2 


64 | CONGRESSIONAL 


'Tis undoubtedly right for us to enquire whether he has been duly 


notified, and then we have done our duty, and if he does not ap- 


pear, let the court decide what ground ſhall next be taken, but let 


him not eſcape,” owing to any ill timed indulgence or humanity ; at 
the ſame time, we ſhould not exceed the bounds of our duty? _ 

Mr. Gordon It ſeems to have been the principal idea of gentle- 
men, by their obſervations to direct what mode the Senate ſhould 
purſue in the trial, and not what previous ſteps ſhould be taken to- 


wards proceeding with the trial: It is to direct the managers, 


whether they ſhould take further ſteps on the trial: It cannot be 
certain that, when we make the application, Senate will ſee pro- 
per to proceed agreeable to our requeſt. The ſituation of the 
caſe ſtands thus: The people of the United States, by their conſti - 


tutional organs accuſe Mr. Blount of certain crimes ; they have 
requeſted that certain ſteps ſhould be taken in order to 6 him 


to anſwer; the Senate have complied with the requeſt, and have 
notified. the perſon, of which they have informed this Houſe, and 
that he has failed to make his appearance. What is the next ſtep 
to be taken ? Is it not right that this Houſe, as proſecutor, ſhould 
come forward and take further ſteps to procure his appearance, -in 
order that the man ſhould appear and proceſs be had ? When 
this proceſs is followed, what is the next proceeding ? In an ap- 

lication to common law, if a perſon is duly ſummoned, and he 
does not appear to anſwer to the indictment, does the court pro- 
ceed with the trial? I preſume not. I ſee a peculiar propriety in 
this Houſe inſtructing their managers ta go forward, as proſecutors, 
and that they appeal to the Senate to compel appearance on the 
part of the reſpondent. : to go forward and direct that bady in. 
what manner to proceed: it is the duty of this houſe fo to do by 
their reſolution. This cafe. is fomewhat-analagous to a criminal 
proſecution, and if it is ſo to be conſidered, then there can be no 
doubt on the ſtep to be taken: in that caſe the perſonal appear - 


ance cannot be diſpenſed with. But. it is denied that it is ſo, if ſo, 


conſeqrently we muſt purſue a different courſe, | But what is a 
criminal proſecution ? *Tis a charge exhibited by the government 


_ againſt a perſon for violating the peace, welfare and dignity of the 


community: all laws are made for ſecuring that peace, welfare and 
dignity to the community, and the offender is tried by them. 


Now is not this a.charge of that nature? The charge is for high. 


crimes and miſdemeanors, andthe Senate as the judges are o judge 
on the 1 Ie of .crime and puniſhment, in the caſe. Here axg.every 
part which | rimin | | 
and the court, and all competent. We therefore. maintein this 
poſition : that it mult - be taken entirely in the view of a civil 
proceſs. EH FN e "oy ER 
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It is ſaid, that becauſe the judgment does not act 1N PERSONA; 
becauſe it daes not puniſh the man, it is not a criminal proceſs 9 


now, admitting the idea, that no other judgment ſhould be renders 


' 


conſtitutes a criminal trial. The accuſed, the accuſers 
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from office, would it not be a 209 ent 1 2x removed from office, 
amid di aus fifed from 8 If there Were no other puniſh- 
ment than that for any + Sek oo "to that” dockrine, there 
would De no rim ine e. AY 4 10 the Dniccas States. Jt 1 is well known 


that A perſon e during 8 good behavio bur, has a free- 
h 


hold in it: *tis a Freeholh eſtate ould, it Then be faid ibat a for- 
feiture of this is not a puniſhment ? It certainly is 
Several objecłibns have been matle to the report, "and moſtof them 


are * er in this, that it involves] inconveniences. It has been 


vio ſaĩd that i this mote is 1 in the impeachment, its object 
would be entirely fruſtra and tio judp * could be given on 
|, "Theft Ohjeios I Thought wee wache without * 
tion. M the prepent law Was Tififficient to compel a pe erſonal 41 

pearatree, it Ha not fotos From chat, that nd Taw could be made 


-#dequatre't» the Purpoſe, When the Judiciary law was palled, it 


had not provided Mitſkals,' Ne. for Keutdpg i, there might have 
been the amt tuſedt but ud man would ar e, for inſtance, 
if a petfoh wht ried for His Ve, ant convicted, =" Je had been 
no la de eXecure fenterice; that the tourt had not power do order 
om e perſon to 
apply do che cafe. The deficievicy could de made up by a 
law, With Would anfwer the end. It ad been faid that c was 
not weckfary m civn 1a for a perſöh to 4 ppeat : bat the caſe was 
different The proceſs in civil taw Was ohly gt property and 
not che pero; but there was no analogy in the-caſes, as 
this Aid not affett the property, but che individual. Kt had been 
ſaid chat in criminal 1a, by Was Hot admitted, but in this caſe 


bail Had bern. "Tis trot Bait is Angwed in iniltletmeanors, but tas. 
only for appearance, and tte contr tafihot proceed to Jud Suede | 
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without the perſon is preſe et. The law confiders that, in ha 


bait is KfMivient to olf e to reſp ond the jadgment the court | 


may evehtnally enter, büt if the boy is nor there, they do not 


But the gentleman Fom Cottnefticit has told us that the Conſli- 


tution ef the United States proceeds from a very different princi- | 


ple chan my law; that this relpects Alſgvalification. from office, 


— is an deen: pünithient that can; de inflicted, and yet hne 


Hays ati offence 


ſhalt trerit the higheſt pu viſhineht that can be, 


is wot fimihat;, but unt civil; What range Aoctrine is this | ; 
Criminaltaw hee, Ito fefcue a community from-the pernicious | 


effects ef u man's crimes Aud is nor this to. réſche the United 


States from the pernicious effects of th eiche as are charged in 
preat fimNlartty” with aablc and 8 „ and 


Are cue. It has a ö 
yet it maſt not be termed criminul. 
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64 CONGRESSIONAL 
Tis undoubtedly right for us to enquire wherher he has been duly 


notified, and then we have done our duty, and if he does not ap- 


pear, let the court decide what ground ſhall next be taken, but let 
him not eſcape,'owing to any ill timed indulgence or humanity ; at 
the ſame time, we ſhould not exceed the bounds of our duty? 
Mr. Gordon It ſeems to have been the principal idea of gentle- 
mon, by their obſervations to direct what mode the Senate ſhould 


purſue in the trial, and not what previous ſteps ſhould be taken to · 


wards proceeding with the trial: It is to direct the managers, 


whether they ſhould take further ſteps on the trial: It cannot be 
certain that, when we make the application, Senate will ſee pro- 
per to proceed agreeable to our requeſt. | The ſituation of the 
caſe. ſtands thus: The people of the United States, by their conſti- 


tutional organs accuſe Mr. Blount of certain crimes ; they have 


requeſted that certain ſteps ſhould be taken in order to bring him 
to anſwer; the Senate have complied with the requeſt, and have 
notified. the perſon, . of which they have informed this Houſe, and 
that he has failed to make his appearance, What is the next ſtep 
to be taken P Is it not right that this Houſe, as proſecutor, ſhould 
come forward and take further ſteps to procure his appearance, -in 
order that the man. ſhould appear and proceſs be had ? When 
this proceſs is followed, what is the next proceeding ? In an ap- 
plication to common law, if a perſon is duly ſummoned, and he 


Joes not appear to anſwer to the indictment, does the court pro- 


ceed with the trial? I preſume not. I ſee a peculiar propriety in 
this Houſe inſtructing their managers ta go forward, as proſecutors, 
and that they appeal to the Senate to compel appearance on the 
part of the reſpondent : to go forward and direct that body in 


what manner to proceed : it is the duty of this houſe ſo to do by 


their reſolution, - This caſe. is ſomewhat-analagous to a criminal 
proſecution, and. if it is ſo to be conſidered, then there can be no 
doubt on the ſtep to be taken: in that caſe the perſonal appear- 
ance cannot be diſpenſed with. But it is denied that it is ſo, if ſo, 
conſequently we muſt purſue a different courſe. But what is a 
criminal proſecution ? *Tis a charge exhibited by the government 


| againſt a perſon for violating, the peace, welfare and dignity of the 


community: all laws are made for ſecuring that peace, welfare and 
dignity to the community, and the offender is tried by them. 
Now is not this a-charge of that nature? The charge is for high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, and the Senate as the judges are to judge 


on dente of crime and ꝑuniſhmęnt in the caſe. Here arg every 
part which, conſtitutes a criminal trial. The accuſed, the accuſers 


and the court, and all competent. We therefore. maintein this 
poſirion : that it muſt be taken entirely in the view of a civil 
procels, nd JJV 
Iv is ſaid, that becauſe the judgment does not act 1N PzRSONAM 3 
becauſe it daes not puniſh the man, it is not a criminal proceſs? 
now, admitting the idea, that no other judgment ſhould be renders 
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66 CONGRESSIONAL - 
juſtice as to do away N the law, Such a doctrine u 
this would lead to this inference, and it may be as well ſaid, in caſe 
of a man impriſoned under a charge of murder, this man may 
clude the law, it may he dangerous to wait for a trial, let us hang 
him at once. Ir will be moſt adviſable to go on in the regular way, 
and if in the event, it ſhould die away, we ſhould avoid what is in 
my mind much worſe, and be at leaſt, right in the view of juriſpru- 
dence. Upon theſe ideas he thought there was ſafficient ground 
for the preſent application, and particularly if the-caſe can be con« 
ſidered in the view of criminal. - «©  _- 8 
A meſſage was here received from Senate, notifying the houſt 
that hey” tha taken into conſideration the meſſage 4 from 
the houſe on Monday, requeſting a poſtponement of the im 
ment, and that they had appointed next Monday 12 o'tlock fer 
that purpoſe : alſo, that they had prepared ſome rules to be ob. 
ſerved in the trial which they communicated. - (One of thoſe rules 
was, that they would hear the defendant by counſel.) ) 
Mr. Gordon proceeded. Sir, as the proceſs now ſeems going 
on, I will ſuppoſe the caſe of a perſon appearing by his att 
It is a principle regurarly eſtabliſhed by courts of law, that a con- 
feſſion regularly made by an attorney, in his abſence ſhould bind 
him te all intents and purpoſes, the ſame as though made by him- 
ſelf, and where anſwer is made, it does not include him in that fuit, 
but in any other to which it may relate. Now let me ſuppoſe that 
there was an individual, A before the bar of the Senate, far 
high treaſon ; that this individual wiſhed to appear by bis attorney, 
and is heard hy attorney (which I ſhall take for granted). the at- 
torney comes in and confeſſes he is. guilty of the crime: 1 alk 
whether that confeſſion would not be taken as concluſive evidence? 
On the principle of common law. it would he, if I know. any thin 
of the operation of confeſſion, . If this is the conſequence. of conf 
ſion by attorney, it muſt ſtrike = perſon with abhorrence ! That 
the life of a perſon ſhould be truſted to an attorney! who ſhall 
ſay whether a perſon arraigned for ſo high a crime is guilty or 
not? Agaiu ſuppoſe an attorney ſhould undertake whether he is 
authorized or not, to appear and plead in the abſence of a perſon 
indicted, (and ſuch a thing is polldle) he undertakes to perſonate 
him, and pleads for him, as he is entitled to do: may not ſuch a 
one have an evil deſign in that caſe ? ir is poſſible. If, therefore,. 
ſuch a thing was to be done in the preſent caſe, can there be cm- 
enſation for a. judgment which would render this perſon infamous 
in the eyes of his Ellow citizens, and remove him from office 86 
well as diſqualify him in future ? There cannot poſlibly. _ .. 


* 1 


I might go on to point out a great variety of inconveniences - 
more which might attend this neglect, but ſhall ſubmit thoſe 1 
have mentioned. I do not conceive great inconveniences. can ariſe. 
from the meaſure, as'a law can be made to ſecure its effects, and 
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he is informed of its contents, he does not appear, it ſhall be ta- 

ben for granted the facts are true, and judgment be had accord- 
Gar the conſtitution of the United States ſpeaks of a judgment 

which ſhall be rendered in caſe of conviction, and further ones 

to common law, but it does not define what other judgment ſhall 

be rendered after the impeachment is cloſed. The Senate have 
heir limits preſcribed, beyond which they cannot go, although they 
ay come ſhort ; they may only paſs cenſure upon a 7 im- 

peached, but the judgment may be removable. Upon the whole, 

he did not think it would be conſiſtent with the dignity the le- 

giſlature ought. to obſerve in the trial of a citizen, if the perſonal 

appearance was diſpenſed with, and therefore he hoped the reſolu- 

ion would be concurred in. 3 

Mr. Edmond faid that upon reading the refolation, it appeared 

0 him to import, that the proſecutiou could not preceed unleſs the 

Senate compelled the man tes make his perſonal appearance, It is 

ny opinion, he ſaid, that the profecution might go on whether he 

brought in court or not. I do not pretend 10 fay what has been 

he juriſprudence of Great Britain, becauſe it appears to me that. 

ery little analogy can exiſt between = trial before the Senate, and 

n impeachment in England. In order to diſcover its powers, we 

ught to enquire how this court is conſtituted, and then what are 

he crimes or offences that may be brought before this court, and 

hen what is the mode of procedure in is court, and ſee, for it is 

ad down in the conſtitution, a direction what is obligatory on us. 

The conſtitution ſays, That the Senate ſhall have the fole power to 

all impeachments, and that they ſhould be on oath before they 

e conſtituted into that court, &c. [Here he read the direction in 

e conſtitution. The court. is to be the Senate; they are to be on 

ath ; the penalty is, removal from office; at the fame time it 

kes care to point out that this court ſhalt not extend to affet | 

ny criminal procedure that may be bud againſt the party for the 5 

ime offence ; it has carefully drawn a line here. © It gees on to 

oint out the objects that can be brought before this court ; the 

reſident, Vice-Preſident, and civiloflicers ; the crimes are for trea- 

fore, -en, bribery, and high crimes and miſdemeanors. The mode of . 

rial appears at the firſt-bluſh to be different from all other courts, 

no jury can here be allowed, but it ſhall have no; relation to 

ny criminal proſecution on the fame ſubject. If as the gentleman 55 

rom South Carolina declares, this amounts te a-crimipal. caſe, 

hat would be the-confequence : It waſt be determined-a criminal 

aſe or it muſt not: i ſo, it has attached to it all the rules rele- 

ent to a criĩmiual court. If Tagree with the gentleman, what will. 

e the reſult? It will de that a fecond proſecution in common law _ 

permitted by the conſlitation, in all other caſes a man ſhall not 

e put in jeopardy. twice for the ſame crime, but it appears clevy - . 

at the offences ta come before this court axe different from of- 
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| 

| fences in common law, and the mods different: It tales away, the 
| privilege of a trial by jury, bec auſe it is e ime, and his 

| politic privilebes are taken away by diſqualification, &c. And as 
_ in caſe of a trial for high treaſpy, the privilege af a Jury is taken 

| away, the couſtitytion: wiſely ordaiag that. two witneſles, ſhall, be 

1 | neceſſary in ſuch overt acts. In that caſe would depoſitions be ad- 

| 

| 


: 


mitted ? Would not they 'compel the accuſed to look che agcuſer 
in the face? 5 | 5 F | 
Bat 1 a difficulty may occur, agreeable to the conſfruction of 
the gentleman, which would not be eaſily ſnrmopnred;: ſuppoſe the 
Prelident, or Vice-Prefigent, or ohe of dur Jadges ſhould be'guilty 
of treaſon, and in ſuch a caſe, np doubt he would fly : ſuppoſe he 
b goes to another country ; he is Hill your Preſideut: if then you 
5 cannot proceed to try him in his abſence, we are in the difagreeable. 
|| ſituation of having our Preſident in another country, and guilty of 
1 treaſon ! and cannot. be brought: to trial! Is this fact, the wand of 
1 power in our government ſhall ſereen the; guilty from puniſhment 
"Dis true We ought to give every priviſege the nature of the caſe 
| will admit, tos perſon. impeached, but not ſuch. as will defrat the 
i law. Whgthistq be law, rhe caſe would. be, that ſo long as he 
| could keep himſelf from” being taken, he could be ſafe-; but from 
1 the impropriety and attendant᷑ diſſteulties of the motion, P hope it 
4 eller af hon HT 4 1 hgh e eee 
4 . Sewall cd te leman laſt up had endeavored to get rid 
1 of the difficulty by lating. the nature of the court by whiclr the 
iy impeachment Was to be'tried!:- that it aroſe from the conſtiturion ; 
that its powers were deſned or rather Umited. He appeared to 
conceive that this court is above alb la and, rule of proceeding 
that can ariſe in the community i that there is no la by. Which 
this court is to: regulate its proceeding, and they having the ſole 
power to try, have no rule, but their on opinion ta ſay whether 
the party is before them or not. If they realy are ſo, exalted a 
body, I ſhall: not be ſorry if this impeachment fail, but I ſhall it 
any other ever does oc. For if the judgment of this court can 
go to the deſtruction of fame or character, it-will be in a danger. 
dus ſituation: this ſeems to be the bent of gentlemen's arguments; 
but on the other hand we contend, with ſabmiſſton, tt this diffi 
cu is carefully avoided; and this court as carefully eſtabliſhed on 
the-proceeding of common law; and that it ought tobe guided in 
conformity to that rule as eſtabHhed in the United States, "Ifahey 
do not conform to the common law, it is an injury to the party 
accuſed, becauſe I de not know any way by which their judgment 
can be ſet aſide. It is for łhis reaſon that the managers wiſh for 
inſtruction from the houſe ; if the houſe ſhould thinks fir to agree 
with the motion, it will {@ far meet their wiſhes, I feel very abs 
.  Jous that the reſponſibility of proceeding ſhould not reſt upon th 
ma rs. It appears now that the Senate have inſtructed rules 
for: the proceeding Wh this trial, which in m opinion are contra 
2 r er eee By Ye 
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ry to common la We find they have eftoblied: it, according io 
the rule of their n that not the perſon himſelf . 
but that the perſons. who come as his counſel. ſhould ſay Whether 
he is, * is not guilty. Is there any. court of kw.the me in this 
e What may be the conduct of his counſel we da hat knave. 
ague (Mr. Otis) has been vexy anzious ta prove. that. 
we have . trying before a wrong court ;- be fays, that we i 
to wait the objections on his part of. kis counſel. "That gentleman . 
ought to Know that the court. is hound 40, fax. that it proceeds ae. 
cording, to courts of law. What may he. the. conſequence of dif-.. 
penſing with his preſence? The council for William Elount, 
men learned in the law-may take advantage of every, proceeding. 
this kind ; they appear in court for William Blount ; they Wake. fag 
he is no 4 but if coptrary-ta their oxpectatipns,, facts ſhoyJd | 
be prov fix his guiit, they then will come. forward. aud. ſay, . 
our client. is not here 3 » perſon, he not being, here in penſon, your-, 
honors. ſay. he is, guilty, we move an arneſt of judgment; we 
forbjd, any judgment being entered, as agreeable to aur Jaw. . 
he muſt be;preſept.. But the poſition - may came forward, . 
that he was. not, tried, in the common way : +08 I, one oh char 
council I. ſhould, declare. that, judgment: and: conviction fa, ab- 
tained was entrary to the common. law, and therefore. I ſhouhd. be 
for avoiding it by any action that I could ;, L hauld, n 
ſclf, exactly; e ee of comman Ten: 1 


I would obſerse again that - this houſe ougfit. not to- . | 
themſelves as proſteutors by the rule. of law, or wiiliout the rule 8 
lar. We come for ward for the whale- community; ;- why then 
ſhould w attempt to obtain ju it in other way than 33 
if it was before any other law Body inſtead of the Senate If the 
Senate are to act contrary to every other court, then 36 pre 
men are Fight their opinion, but they cannot. 

The gentlemen has ſuppoſed: that- impeachment and criminatines'- 
are ſubject to diſtinction becauſe the conſtitution bas provideck tat- 
natwithſtanding the mÞþeachment, a trial at · common law may be. 
had; he therefore ſuppoſes that if this is criminal the other is un- 
necellary. "underſtand; thus that this being a criminal ex, "i 
ſhould not be a bar to other proceeding; becauſe the 

this court are limited. But the Senate ought to govern e 1 
by the rules and general prineiples of law entirely in chis ĩmpsach - 
ment.: they have not the power te change the law in this reſpeck, 
nor to depart from the law. Bat if they ſee-occaſion; with-the- 
conſent of this liouſe ad the Preſidency a law "me ne 
ble to the caſe, 

Mr. Otis was riſing-to- ſpeaks; when the Speaker pur-bint in whe 
of, the rule of*the : houſe :: leave obtained for him to ſpeak 4 
third Mr. Otis only roſe to move the previous queſtion, 
which was ſeconded by five members agreeable to rule. He ſaid” 


there.could: be n — ön the main queſtion . 


233 were ſummoned to appear on a charge of high treafon, be- 
fo 


Mr. Reeve's opinion of it. But in this country, our conſtitution 


f Sprigg, Stanford, "Thomas, Thomſon, Tillingbaſt, A. Trigg; 
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and it * be ax well to avoid it as it was not PREY 88 
Mr. Nichols thought the main queſtion ought to be raken, as it 
would be proper to direct the managers what they were to do, 
but the previous queſtion would be an evaſion of the motion, and 
leave the matter in. uncertainty, It would be wrong in the houſe 
to throw the reſponſibility on the managers, becauſe e they refuſed 
their inſtruction. | 
Mr, Dana was of the fine opinion. The 1 managers wiſhed | ts 
make the requeſt before Senate: if they did make it, and the Sen- 
ate proceed accorclingly, it would certainly protract the buſineſs 


very conſiderably : It they did not make it, the proceeding could 


be carried on with diſpatch, It would be therefore but fair in the 
heuſe to give direction. 15 
Mr. Otis to avoid difcuſſion and delay wichlirow hrs 8 | 
Mr. Dana, in order to ſhew that judgment might be rendered 
upon default in a cafe of impeachment, read a caſe which occurred 
in the reign of Richard 111.” of England A. D. 1388, where four 


re the king and lords: they failed te wah a firſt, fecond and 
third. ſummons being iſſued, agreeable to law. On their third 
meeting. the court paſſed judgment of death, and one of them be- 
ing afterwards —— was executed, — an arreſtor judgment, 
was earneltly prayed for. 

Mr. Gordon did not ſuppoſe that A procedure of that kind, 
which occurred in the 14th century, would be produced as a role 


for proceeding in the 18th century ; this, he ſaid was the firſt in- 


ſtance of procedure, in any parliamentary-proceeding that could 
be found. If the gentleman would leok farther on, he would find 
chat this inſtance was ly calculated to favor his opinion, as it 
never has been looked to for a precedent in any caſe, This was 


revents a bill of attainder, which is there eee. there 

Fre no ſuch conſequence could occur here. 

The queſtion was taken by Leas and Nays, and were as follows, | 
XY E A8. 

Meſſrs. Chapman, Evans, Goodrich, Gordon, nere, lalay, 


\ MP Finckney, Reed, Sewall, Thatcher 11. 


N A Y S. _ AM 
Meſſre. Baer, Baldwin, Bard, Bartlett, Brace; Brooks, Brown, ; 
Bullock, Champlin, C. Claiborys, Clopton, Craik,” Dana, Dawſon, 


Dennis, Dent, Edmond, Eggleſton, Elmendorff, Findley, A. Foſter, 
D. Foſter, Freeman, Gallatin Glen, Gregg, Griſwold, Hanns, 


Harriſon, Hartley, Havens, Heiſter, Hindman, Holmes, Hoſmer 


2 Lyman, Machir, Macon, M'Clenachan, Morris, New,” 


icholas, Otis, I. Parker, J. Parker, Rutledge, Scharemah, Shepard, 
Sinnickſon, N. Smith, S. Smith, W. Smith, Spaight, e. 


Van Alen, Van Cortlandt, Varnum, Venable, Wadern 


. 


wal 


not contain all the facts ee in a reſolution of this nature. 
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Mr. Sewall believed there was a large majority in the houſe 
| kind of iuſtruction to the managers, and 
as the eſent proceeding would act as a precedent, he was wiwil- 
ling it ſhould go on without inſtruction, and therefore moved, 
That the managers appointed on the part of this Houſe be inſtructed 
to proceed with the trial of William Blount, although he ſhould 
not be preſent to anſwer the fame, E's 
The Speaker aſked if this was meant as a reſolution from the 
managers ? Mr. Sewall faid he conceived it might be taken ſo, 
although he had no authority. The Speaker faid it could not: 
he therefore moved it from himſelf,  —_ NO dg 
Mr. Venable ſaw no difference between this and the former re- 
ſolution in ſome view, he therefore moved to amend by adding 
« provided the Senate ſhould chooſe to proceed with the fame.” 
Mr. Otis thought the reſolution of December 18th, was quite 
fuſficient to. authorize the proceeding of the Managers; it ſuffi. 
ciently ſhowed the opinion of the houſe, and they had hitherto 
ated on it ; the preſent motion would be no new inſtrotion. 
Mr. Hartley hoped the motion would not prevail: the Senate 
had competent juriſdiction, and therefore it was neceſſary that at 
leaſt the houſe ſhould permit them to take their owu courſe aud 
not pretend to inſtruct them, . 
Mr. Gallatin called woe reading of the meſſage of the Senate, 
which being done, he Mid, it only appeared from it that William 5 
Blount did not appear, if this reſolution ſhoald paſs, it would be to 
determine, that in every poſſible caſe at all events, the trial muſt 
be proceeded in. In his view he ſhould think it proper to inftru& 
the managers, but he was not prepared to ſay that they ſhould 
proceed with the trial. It appeared he did not attend, and it is 
poſſible no counſel may appear for him, and if that ſffould be the 
caſe, the trial would goon under great diſadvantages. Mr. G. had no 
doubt, but the Senate would act with difcretion, according as the 
crcamiipuces may ahve; .-;- e 
Mr. Sewall could not fee how it was liable to the caſe gentle 
men ſuppoſed. Such a-reſolution would be evidently OY re- 
ſpect to William Blount. It was known that he did not perſonal- 
ly appear, it was alſo known that the Senate had determined to 
ſuffer his trial to go on by counſel, we only aſk this queſtion of the 
Houſe.—Shall we proceed, he not being preſent ? 2 2 
Mr, Craik hoped the houſe would not take any meaſures to in- 
geaſe the difficolties they were in. Gentlemen had faid that the 
Houſe had been informed by Senate, but it did not appear that he 
has had perſonal notice to attend: in conſequence he has not at- 
tended, . It was neceſſary that the menagers ſhould be left _—_ 5 


willing to give ſome 


J tered from any inſtructions by the houſe at all. In that esſe ns 


precedent would be eſtabliſhed. ' He was certain the reſolution did 11 : 
Mr. Pinckney faid-if the 
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| Toth epon dich a reſplurion of is natüre 
he wiſhed the 
the dommittee may be directed how te proceed * "Tor, h&faid he 


hs managers © in tiüs way we thay, give up; the Ba 17 
egen enjeyed onder the government, in an undue manner, 


Le chenght the managers were a e In a very diſagreeable ſitua. 
* vion 


they ou 
rights . though not guilty, und merely becauſe the Houſe 
3855 to throw the reſponſibility on them. Whos are thoſe mat 
8 1 Art 
af is Houſe, acting for them? To refuſt to them. inſtructien 


make uſe of his head to direct his tongue in what he fuld ſpeak! 
Tis the duty of the r 


| have no objetion to the inſtruſtien. As to getting rid of che be 
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vuyhtt to de ed, 
gentleman to add ſuch nereſſarꝶ facts, in vrder” t that 


was wor of opinion that the Houſe ſhonld up its ju by eyed tb 


Senate were inclined to abuſe the er committed to then. 


the Hodſe, if they ſhould refuſe inſtruction to them how 't 
they. would rake upon.themſblyes a reſponſibikty which 
t not to have: they may be accuſed ef giving vp the 


ect, 


they not members of this Houſe :. Are they not che of- 


Appears the ſani6 as t am individual 


perſon ſhould refuſt ti 


ers to apply for direckion, and as much 
the duty of this Houſe to give it, Tis not Nad for the Houſe to 
-withhols their ſentiments, but they onght 4 to rome forward and fay 
[what fall. be the conduct of their organs. He did not think fn 
meſſage from the Senate at all a pplieable, but I the renden with 
any way ddſcient, be hoped it wonld be .. 
Mr. Otis moved to ſtribe out of the naten 15 f. oy 
leave inſtractionùs for the matiagers to: proceed in the impesth. 
nent. Then he -ſaid 1 el eont in u more - thati hu 
been reſolved ; by this the manapers might khow that | 
"was the will of the Houſe for them to proceed unſeſs ſome difficaky 
field occhr whichwe 2 in ſuelt a cafe they tool 
inform the houſe, N 

Mr. Nicholas did not fee any — proceeding: 
Ahe houſe head information that. William Blount bad been Well, an 
that the return had been made to the ohe of the Senate. Hou. 
_ ever if de mara ger s did nt thinkthemftlves authorized, he ould 


1 becauſe the Senate were the- julgos, as pad been f. 
vhonght the bouſe as moch jadges 46 the Senate of the wog 

er to — eta by that eourt; if this houſe does not lie the 

they have propoſed, it is gur buſineſs to retract che profect- 


Harper did ee maſt drew d diBetedt ifereiler From th 
N op roſpect ug the right of the Houſe, he [aid he con- 

ered the managers juſtin the fituation ef counſel, amd the hbufe 
25 the clients who Tetain- this cootiſel:. The wiankpbrs ud de 
«lared. their opinion, bat they did not chooſe to proceed in Tt ral wen 
hey had afced the brooke the houſe had done ere cum to ſuſ 
̃ 2 would give no directions: chat is the Fe the e 
Dr wann go on ieee 


5 
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1 be e uſe, ,. e 2 ene 
t th Kney, 1; | i nformation befare the houſe 
ere. ich called for decifion. They. tad been told before, that he did 


en proceed wirk the trial by bid counfet. l. Se nen 
Mt. Dana ſald ſome gentlemen appeared to ſuppoſe that the 


— managers were a Kigd' of Executive officers.; that they were to 
mia Proceed without inſtrucxion: but it mould be remembered that 
bey are only a committee of the houſe of Repreſeutatives, . 
a" Sel for the general convenience of the members. When it is reco 15 
man. ected that à great proportion of thoſe managers are of a different 
e of. opiaion from a majority of this houfe, is it to be expected that they 
Aion in proceed by their own Judgment,” or that of the houſe? The 

1 0 houſe canhot, conſiſtently With reaſon or common civility re! 

oak! them inſtruction for their condu rn. 
wo WY Mr. Galtarin' ſaw ue fort of Impropriety in giving inſſruction to 
en siven point. It may be recollefted chat in 59 part of the argu- 


ment of gentlemen oppoſed to the reſolution which was negatived 
was it Aated that it was not right for him to be here himſelf bas 
that it was not neceſſary to comer hit to appear, What are the 
facts Thar he had been ſummoned and has not appeared; I am 
ready to decide that the impeachment ſhould go on provided he = 
pear by couuſel, but am not ready to. fay it ſhaHl, if neither be not 
is couufel appear. Tr ſhould be remembered this cafe is to be a 
precedrut: cafes could de multiphied in which it would be proper 
to proceed without a perſonal appearance, but it appesis he will 
appear by counſel, which in the preſent caſe may ſuffice, Though 
there is nothing to ſhew the houſe that council will appear for him. 
f the reſolarion was worded ſo ag to include this idea, he tould 
not. object to vote for it, 3 
Mr. Harper produced a memorandum, which the mans gers had 
received from Senate, ſtating an order that Mr, Ingerſoll and Mr. 
Dallas were admitted as council for the defendant, it alto 'ap* 
peared to be phaiuly Implied, he (did in themeſfſage-juft now recerv- 
ed from Senate, where directions were given how the counſel 
ſhould proceed: which was ſtrong preſumprive proof that counſel 
would be heard. F 3s PRO 8: Wn IR 4368 "ft 
On the queſtion for the reſolution as. amended, there were Les 
36, / tt 0065 NNE” + - 
Mond, December 4. 
The Speaker laid before the Houſe a letter from the Secretary 
af the Treaſury, incloſing a ſtatement of ihe expences of govern- 
ment for the preſent year, and alſo of what revenue will be requi- - 
lite for the euſuing year, Referred to the commirree of ways and 
means. © „es age HEEL e . $, n 
On motion, the unfiniſked buſineſs, via. the bif}for. providing an 
uniform ſyſtem of bankruptcy, 323 Wedneſday. 
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4 


the United States, and that they be authoriſed to report by bill er 


be referred to this committee. Agreed, and a committee of five 


a repreſentation and remonſtrance of the legiſlature of the ſtare of 


Mr. Blount, would exhibit to the Court the authority under which 


„% . CONGRESSIONAL 


On the motion of Mr. D. Foſter, the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition. of Jonathan Haſkill, was referred to the 
committee of the whole for Thurſday. n 
Mr. W. Claiborne ſaid, that there was a ſubject before the Houſe 
at the laſt ſeſſion, which was not finiſhed, and which he thought it 
expedient to bring again before the Houſe. He alluded to the bill 
propoling a new regulation of the Military Syſtem. It was bis 
opinion that the common defence of our country ought to reſt on 
the militia, and he thought their preſent derangement a national 
misfortune, which ought to be removed as ſoon as poſſible. He 
therefore moved for the appointment of a committee to report 
whether any, and if any, what amendments are, in their opinion, 
neceſſary, in the act for eſtabliſhing an uniform militia, throughout 


9 


otherwiſe. Agreed. 2 TN 8 Ie 
Mr. Craik moved for the appointment of a committee to conſidet 
whether any and what alterations are neceflary in the act reſpect. 
* offices and Poſt- roads. 5 | 
Mr. Thatcher thought it would be well to wait for the report 
of the Poltmaſter-General on this ſubject, which might be expected 
in a few days, as he had been directed at the laſt ſeſſion ro make? 
report early in the preſent ſeſſion, and all petitions on. this ſubjet 
had been referred to him. | | . 
Mr. Craik thought the houſe had better appoint a committee, 
and when the report of the Poſtmaſter-General came in, it might 


ns 8 15 | 3 
Mr. Baldwin ſaid, as report was made during the laſt ſeſſion on 


Georgia, which was not then acted upon, he moved to have it re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole. Agreed. „ 
Mr. Otis propoſed, as the managers of the impeachment againlt | 

William Blount, would have to attend their duty in the Senate at 
twelve o'clock, that the houſe adjourn, and that, tomorrow being 
Chriſtmas day, they adjourn till Wedneſday. Agreed, and the 
houſe adjourned. * 1 TVT 
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SENATE; Dec: nl 


The Senate being formed into a Court for the trial of William 
Plount, and the managers on the, part ef the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives for conducting x impeachment, and Meflrs. Ingerſoll and 
Dallas, the defendant's counſel, having taken their ſeats 

The Preſident having alſo declared the counſel ready to proceed 
with "the c IE oe ng 

Mr. Harper wiſlied the gentlemen who appeared as counſel for 


they appeared. 


X 


A 


Mr. Dallas faid, himſelf and Mr.” en had been appointed 
by Mr. Blount as his counfel, by two different letters, that theſe 
letters contained other matter relative to the cauſe, which it might 
not be proper to expoſe ; but they ſhould have no ſcruple in confi- 
ding the letters to the Preſident of the court, in order to ſatisfy 
the court, they were duly authorized. | 4 


| his Mr. Harper ſaid, all that the managers wiſhed, was that the 
on court might de ſatisfied as to this point, that Mr. Blount might 
onal BY not have it in his power hereafter to avail himſelf of the plea, that 

He ne had nat authorifed counſel to plead for him. Wo WO TITTIES 
por The Preſident put the queſtion to the court, whether the court 
nion, 


mould be cleared, in order to aſcertain this fact. The queſtion be- 
hout ing carried in the affirmative, the court was cleared. 3 
111 or In about an hour, the doors of the Senate were again opened, 


and the Preſident declared the counſel duly appointed. 


— — p 4 


The counſel then put in their plea againſt the 
zgainſt Mr. Blount, which was as follows: 


"UNITED STATES, vs. WILLIAM BLOUNT, | {© 


charges exhibited 


"i Upon impeackment of the” House of Representatives, 8 
zbjet . HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS,. Bots 
ittee, In SxNArtE of the United STATES, GRATE oY 
wig © Decade? „ x7 
F tive ) LOS... 


The aforeſaid William Blount, ſaying and reſerving to himfelf 
all exceptions to the imperfections and uncertainty of the articles 
f impeachment, by Jared Ingerſoll, and. Alexander James Dallas, 
his attornies, comes and-defends the force and injury, and ſays that 


1 


anſwer, becauſe he ſays that the eighth article of certain amend- 
ments of the conſtitution of the United: States, having been ratified 
dy nine ſtates after the ſame was in a: conſtitutional manner propoſ- 


obligation with the original conſtitution, and now forms a part 
Tory, and that by the fame eighth. article it is declared and pro- 
ided, that - . 1 4 | 
« In all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed ſhall enjoy the right 
o a trial by an impartial jury of the ſtate and diſtrict wherein the 
Time ſhall have been committed, which diſtrict ſhall have been pre- 
jonfly aſcertained by law, and to be informed* of the nature and 
auſe of the accufation, to be confronted with the witneſſes againſt 
im, to have compulſory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in bis fa- 
or, and to have the aſſiſtance of counſel for his defence.” ' -- 


y the conſtitution of the United States only on charges of bribery, 


— 
— ——— —— — — 2 
— — — 


be to the ſaid impeachment. preferred againſt him by the Houſe of 
"Wkepreſentatives of the United States, ought not to be compelled to . 


d to the conſideration of the ſeveral ſtates in the union, is of equal 


That proceedings by impeachment are provided and permitted 


reaſon, and other high crimes and miſdemeanors, alledged to has 


1. 
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| been committed: by the preſident, ' vice-preſident, - and-wrher-gii 
officers of the [/nited States, in the exetution of their offices bel 
under "be United States, as app * dy the fourth fection of the 


; 76 


| ſecond article, and by the ſeventh clauſe of the third ſection of the 
wa firlt article and other articles, and e mum! in the conſtiry, 
tion of the United States. 
. , - That although true it is, that be the ſaid William 1 Was 1 
13 . of Dien States, fram the ſtate of Tennellee, at the 
ſeveral periods in the laid article of impeachment referred to ; ye 
that he the ſaid William 1 is not. now. 4, 5enator, and is not, nor wy 
at the, ſeveral periods: fo as aforeſaid referred to, an effcer. of the 
L United States; nor is he the {aid Willjam, 3 in and by the [aig arti 
18 cles, charged with having committed any crime or miſdemeangr 
4/8 in che execytiqn of any office held under the United, States, 
1 with any malconduct in office, or aboſe of any Kune truſt, in g 
| execution thereof. 

That the courts of « common law, of a el jurifdi&ion of th 
| ſtates, wherein the offences in the ſaid articles recited, are faidy 
1 have been committed, as well as erer of the United States, ar 

1 competent to the cognizance, ecution, and puniſhment. of th 
Wy fad crimes and miſdemeanors, F. the ſame have bead perpetrated 
* is ſuggeſted and charged by the. ſaid: articles, Which however 
18 be utterly denies. All which- che faid William is ready to verify 
1 and prays jadgmont whether this high court will have farther cop 
18 nizance of this ſajt, and of the ſaid impeachment, and whether | 
the faid William, ta the fajd articles of impeachment, ſo-as afo 
ſsid preferred by the houſe of ö of the United State 
: ought t to be compelled to aner... 
After _ pled had been read, 
MI. Harper alf of the managers, ane for - da ted 
lowed them For — their 8 and eee 
of 1 was ſixed for that W | 


N © Faye of Repreſentatives, 
. TTY DO TER, Wednesday, Det December as. | 8 
l Spesker laid before the houſe a letter and report from t 
1 Secretary of the Navy, in purſuance of a reſolution of this l. 
3 bf the/18th inſt, contaigidg a view of all the veſſets of war ewplo 
= . ad in, and preparing for the ſervice of the U. States, the names 
LN . .commanders, where commanders have been appointed the plac 
| bare they. were built ar are building: their/fize-and ” 1 
men and guns; and the ſum neceſſary for the annual ſupport 
3 2  N@ ps Allo, the ſuma.given for ſome of the 'vellels, che prices] 
q ton at which others have been built, or are building, under 
4 | direction of public agents, without particular contracts; like 
eſtimates of the expence of building and equipping the veſſels nc 


n public n The * 8 
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ſent properly arranged. Referred to the committee 
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being able to ſtare the coſts. pf dhe equipment, all the accounts nor 
having been received, and ſuch as are received, not being at pre- 


5 1 WV. A : 


= 


' Y point ed on 
the ſuhject of the Navx, and ordered to be: printed. * 47 


Mr. J. Parker aſked and obtained leave of abſence for ten days 


for Mr. S. Smith. 


Mr. Griſwold ſaid; he wiſhed to lays | reſolution a table 


relative to a ſybject, which, in his opinion, deſerves Collſidereciob. 


ject, ſaid he, is to punich a crime Which goss to the deſtruc - 
tion of the exequtive, power ef the government. He meam that de- 
{cription-of crime which. ariſes from an interference of individual ci- 
tizens in the negoriations of our executive with foreign govera- 
ments. As eyery gentlemen muſt be ſatisfied of the importance of 


this object, and the propriety of making ſome proviſion with reſ- 


& ta it, he truſted it would wert with no oppoſition. "The reld- 
lution was in the following words: | AA: e 
% Refvlyed; That a committee be N to engaire Itito the 
expediericy of amending the act entitled“ An act in addition to the 
act for the paniſhment of certain erimes agaioft the United States, 
fo far as to extend che penaltles of the ſaid act, and other penalries, 
if need be, to all perſdus, citizens of rhe United States, Who ſhall 
uſurp the executive authority of this goverhment, 'by "commencing, 
ur carrying on, any cotrreſpondence with the povernaent. of 2 
foreign prince or ſtate, relating to controverfies or difpures which 
do, or ſhall exiſt. between ſuch prince or ſtare, and the. United 


States. 


Ordered to lie n the table. bates et. 


The houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committees of the whole on 
the hill, providing an uniform ſyſtem of Bankroptcythroaghout the 


United States, which, after making ſome ſmall amendments, in 
ſeveral of the ſections, with ſcarcely any debate, was wholly gone 


» 


through by ſections: after which, 


Mr. Otis moved to ſtrike out of the tenth ſection, which provides 
that, in caſe of a bona fide purchaſe, made from a bankrupt, for a 


valuable conſideration,” by any perſon having no knowledge, in- 
formation or notice of any act of bankruptcy committed, ſach par- 


chaſe. ſhall not be, invalidated or imprached, the following worcb, 


viz, „ unleſs a major part, in value, of the creditors, at A meeting 


to be held upon dye notice, ſhall agree to refund or return to ſuch 
. purchaſpr, the ſum of money, or other coplideratian, which he 
. ſhall make appear that he paid or gave, upon ſuch purchaſe ; and 


in ſuch caſe, upon the refunding or tendering ſuch cunſidex ation, 


the aflignees mall be entitled ta the property ſold as aforefaid, for 
the uſe of the creditors ;*” and to inſert in their placg, the oy. 
ing. amendments t—< Provided always that no purchaſe | 


bona fide, from ſuch pes of any perſonal eſtate, for a valuable 
or notice of any act of , bankruptcy committed dr intended, ſhall 
| ASE Re ent it SE NG I: * 1 1 


v having no knowledge, information, 


r 
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= be invalidated or impeached after the purchaſer ſhall have boi 

| fide fold and alienated the fame without ſach knowledge, informa- 
tion, or notice; nor unleſs the wr. ſhall, within months 
1 | after the allowance of the commiſſion, agree to refund or return to 
1 the purchaſer the ſum of money, or other conſideration which he 
1 ſhall make it appear that he paid, or gave for ſuch purchaſe, and in 
| | þ ſuch cafe, upon the refunding or tendering ſuch confideration, or 
1 

| 

| 


ſo much thereof as ſhall be equivalent to that part of ſuch purchaſe: 
| as remaiaed in the poſſeſſion of ſueh purchaſer at the time of ſuch 
| knowledge, information, or notice, the aſſignees ſhall be entitled 


to the eſtate purchaſed as aforeſaid from the ſaid bankrupt, or to 
ſuch remainder thereof, for the uſe of the creditors, k Secs 
| | | 


Provided alſo that in caſe the Aſſignee or Aſſignees of any Bank- 
rupt, ſhall enter upon or claim any lands or tenements, or any in- 
| tereſt in lands or tenements, which ſhall be bona fide purchaſed of 

1 ſuch Bankrupt, for a valuable conſideration by any perſon or per- 
1 ſons, not being a-kin to ſuch bankrupt or to his wife, after an act of 

bankruptcy committed without any notice, information, or know- 

ledge of any act of bankruptcy committed or intended; it ſhall 
be Euful for the purchaſer or for the perſon or perſons, claiming 
ſach lands or tenements from, by, or under ſuch bankrupt, to file a 
bill in equity againſt. the aſſignee or aflignees in the office of the 

Clerk of the Circuit Court for the Diſtrict in which ſuch lands or | 

tenements lie, and upon his making it appear to the ſatisfaction of of 

' faid Court that he has paid a valuable conſideration for ſuch lands 

or tenements, or erected or made any N or improvements 
thereon, prior to any notice, knowledge or information of any : 
of bankruptcy committed or intended, the ſaid Court ſhall aſcertain 

the amount of the ſums thus bona fide paid by ſuch purchaſer or ll c,, 
* claimant, which ſhall be refunded by the affignee or aſſignees with- 

in ſuch time as the Court ſhall order, or otherwiſe the title of ſuch 


; purehaſer or 'claynant ſhall not afterwards be invalidated or im- we 
, A ach | * ' | ; . 7 80 : 4 , f |; - | $I 

Alfter ſabmitring theſe amendments, Mr. O. moved for the com- xy 

mittee to riſe, in order to give time for them to be conſidered and yo 


printed. The motion was carried, and the bouſe roſe accordingly. 
Mr. Waln preſented a petition from a number of merchants and 
. traders of Philadelphia, complaining” that by the act prohibiting 
our intercourſe with France, and her dependencies, they are pre- 
ventgd from taking meaſures to recover large debts. which are due * 
to them from tlioſe countries, and praying for ſuch alterations te c 
be made therein, as ſhall afford them relief. e W 
Mr. Sewall moved that this petition be referred to the committee ; 
appointed to conſider that part of the Preſident's ſpeech, which bi 
relates to the extending and invigorating meaſures for the \ ſafety 
and defence of the country; yr 8 th 
Mr. Gallatin thought che committee of commerce would de 4 
: more proper reference.  __ Eee oe 
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* Myr Otis ſaid, n appointed on the ſuhject of defence, 
had already bad this law under conſideration, conceiving it to.come. 
within the province of their appointment. If it doth not, be wiſh- 
ed the houſe-would ſo determine. This law, be ſaid, will certainly 
require amending during the preſent ſeſſion. He had conceived' it, 

to be one of the beſt meaſures of defence adopted at the laſt ſeſſion, 
and when extended and modified, he believed it would prove one 
of the beſt meaſures of defence which could be entered Po. at the 
preſent ſeſſion. | 

The queltion for a reference to the committee of commerce (be- 
ing a ſtanding committee) had the preference: but this motion 
debe negatived, 46 to 31, the other was put and carried. 
i age was received from the. Senate, informing the houſe 
= * the Bok Court of Impeachment ſat on Monday, on the trial 
72 of William Blount, and that his counſel had filed their plea, which. 
| of was now communicated by the Secretary of the Donors to * 


er. Houſe. 
Ly Mr. Bayard moved that this meſſage be 1 to the Managers 5 


for conducting the Impeachment againſt William Blount, with di- 
hall rections to proceed therein as they ſhall deem adviſable... 

Mr. Dent thought the inſtruction unneceſſary; but Mr, Hojers 
ſtill wiſhing the inſtruction to be given, the. queſtion was put and. 
carried, there being 53 votes for it. 

Mr. Baer preſented a petition from a number of theinhabitants | 
of the counties of Baltimore and Frederick, praying for a new-poſt- | 
road. Referred to the committee on poſt-offices and paſt-roads. - » _ 

On motion 'of Mr. allatin, the houſe went into a committee of” 
the whole on the bill reſpecting balances due from certain ſtates, 
which was agreed to without debate, and ordered to be F 
for a third reading to-morrow. . | 

On motion of Mr, Harper, the Houſe. 8 irtelk 5 into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill, for taking an enumeration of he 
inhabitants of the United States, and after making a few amend- 
ments thereto, the committee roſe, the houſe concurred in the a- 
mendments, and the bill was 1 to be for a og 8 
reading to: morro w-. * | Adjenrned.” F 


2 Dursday, December n 
Mr. Otis ſaid, there were ſome imperfections i in the ſtamp. 8 | 


which weuld require its re-commitment, which he moved. Ihe 
committee of the whole were. accordingly diſcharged, and the. bill 9 


was re · committed. 


An engroſfed bill was —_ and paſſed for enumerating the inha- 4 
bitants of the United States. 


the United States, was paſſed. Ayes 55. 


Mr. Thatcher made a farther . of anfiniſhed rar which | f | 
was ordered to be Printed. 


> 


An engroſſed bill for ſettling the debts of the ſeveral ſtates to 7 1 0 


- * 
* 


4 connenitinhatelt: 


it. We were told three weeks ago, that com . Would be. 


2 Yew a 8 in 0 e 9 


on the motion of Mr; din was poſtponed fl 
tomorrow, and the motion Faller | the. fo pt Me, 
Griſwold,” was taken ap. 

Mir. Nicholgs-fald, it was.quite a nove) fi Sa been : ty 
was, not apprifed bf the e en, of making ſuch enq air 
there was _ ground for the motibn at all, * certainly Ws 
Pear that it was premature, for why if. there was 200 mn pr6. 
conduct tranfucted by any perſon, it mult be proper thar.the Fol 
be informed what that conduct was, before. they could Iegiflate o 


wade to ns in relation to the Frepth government. The Hoife had: 
already been engaged in reference to hat government: they had 
e 1 rh? opinion reſpecting it; if tine meaſure” WAY a, 
1 prevent that. anus. Biel coming in ; it,” was 
we had Us need of any communication an the wopfeck. we 
E 2 to know What it is that has given+riſe to {6 ne a ſpecies "of 
legiſlation,” He faid he was 2 0 at cauſe for ſuch der 
mould have been äpprebended e nie did 092 
that there was worte new. In ha ſtate of this 8 that could 
Boy the gentleman's attention to any I; articular perſon, add this 
ihion appeared ro be maintained hy the fpeech-of the Preſident, 
he 4f n it would be the Ae of a future. conumagication, 
and in ſuch a fate, of dings, it woold, bg wroog to. fix ih improper ! 
1 on the minds of 75 N before tue ſubje&t thould fairly 


ban object of by 45 he tad . ke did bot 
think from W tone of the ee that rhe 18 N as 


8 he was ftren * that prigct he tone * 
wan lat feffi ey ehen repe 775 1 their 
 opinic chat we were ae Ne to n laſt 175 The bufipeſs, 105 


chat a eee pf war was not obly prope 4 ary : 
it 357 cared that ſince that, the ſt te of th ing waz, improved, . 101 
uy ere was really a 'poſiiviliry, ariſing out of He facts which had 
_ cone to view, and What were in the Pre Legt 1 e, that an, 
commodation with France could rake place. This being the 5895 
al a ppearance of affuirs, he” rad rh That 5 houſe * bh 
wait 4 communication before they proceed to 4 meaſure ROK, 


Mr. Crigvold ſaid that. the gentiemaa me miſtaken, as to the ob- 
te of the reſolution; Tt did 10 not reſpect any circymltance, 
naſghit have been tranfticked, It epperred r him an o 2 
e rat leg tion, which the exatip os of Hure 
of. If any thivy- which rhe re hto hinief ar; had 

deen 2 it es not be thought to,aim at 7 8 as If coat not 
rect it it only looked-forwand- tö what iy be; If whe's 
of a faction ſhould hereafter eroſs the Arlantie by ** defite,” 
to benen the views of that fackion, and ſuch bs old rem, 
with that foreign nation onduthoriſed: by the executive; ſueh d man 
eught to be ponifhed ſeverely, Viewing it in that Hghr, there ap- 
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to de made of the proptidty of a l; be was not perbecliy fan- 


guine in his expectations that Mech proviſion could be made, but he 


hoped it could; he hoped' there Would be no occaſion for the law, 
bi there may be. The object was to make enquiry. on its nec 


and practicability. He did not thiuk it could deſtroy the tranquil- 


ity of the houſe, and he did not believe there was à member on the 
floor, who would pretend to ſay that an individual ought to conduct 
our foreign relations. The conſtitotion has veſted the Preſident 
alone with that power, and the people or an individual may as well 
pretend to legiſlate for this houſe, o or to uſurp- the judicial-author- 
ity, paſs feqtence and execute it, and ſtamp it with authority, as 
to aſſume the executive authority in its relations with other coun- 
tries. Thoſe departments ought. to be kept diſtinct from interfe- 
rence with each other, and much more ſo, to preyenc Individual | 
ulure ation. 

Nicholas did dot ſuppoſe*the rcchetien could afelh/* apy pit. 
. bat he thought a greater knowledge of a certain tranſ- 
ation which was ſaid. to have paſſed, ought to be had, before a re- 
ſolution, particularly relating to it, ought to be takers up. When 
the conſtitution pukir out of che power of the legiſlature to declare 
what ſhould be treaſon, it by the ſharks rule prevented them to le- 
gillate on it. 

If the gentleman meant this ech to affect a eren tene 
like one which had recently occurred, Mr. Nicholas declared that, 
if he had had any {bare in that tronu ion, he ſhould not at all be 
aſharged td acknowledge it: he ſhould not be aſhamed of any act 


which could preforve peace to his country: be ſhould not be afraid 


himſelf to paſs the Atlantic in order to obtain that peace ; nor be 


at all apprehenſive of any diffike from the people for ſuch an act: 


he had n 22 but it would be approved of as an acceptable fer. 


vice, Indeed upon that broad ground of interference, great bene- 


fits in a tuation like ours, may be expected to ariſe. How, in 
ſuch a ſitunation, can we — an accommodation with France, but 
by ſome intermediate a 


tion, it muſt be imp 


Mr. Rutledge ſaid: this was 3 bs, of defence, and demanded | 
the attention of the Houſe. . He was ſurpriſed to hear an aſſertion Ns 
ke that from the gentleman from Vigginia, that there was no evil. 
in carrying on à negotiation, with. foreign nations. But though 
the Fre thought: ſuck conduct tb be perfeckiy harmleſe, 


chou gli it muſt appear = eter to an who RR e 
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tance ? And Who ſo likely to give that 
afliftance with effect, as a perſon who is to ſhare the enjoyment of 
that peace Where is the pofſibility of ſuch conduct doing any . 
barm ? UF the object was to promote à war, it would be materially - 
different, but the velplotion does not Make that difference, and it 
certainly maſt appear improper to claſs! people of different. de- 
{criptions, whoſe aims are different; vadex's general diſupprobarion 
and penalty. As there could de no neceſſity to joſtif the reſojn- . 
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3s * and when individuals pretend ta, tamper and intermeddle wit 


* 
. 
. 


ſabv erſion gf the government. We. alla know, that United. rich 
men, who bave carried murder, maſfacre and devaltatian. befure 


 fented to the notice of the Hauſe, jt muſt command ſerious. attey, 


try, by making ſuitable regulations ro prevent them ? It may hy 


The general government only are autbariſed to treat with. foreign 


| dered at if that zeal was to. increafo to ſuch a length, as te think 


„ — 2 — 
- 


executive buſineſs, a legiltative interference with ſuch 8 con, 
quct maſt he called novel legiſlation 1. Example after example ha) WM. . 
beep ſeep, which pt oduced dr cadful N Zovernme op hy | 
yp" ak g 4 oem To cor 
may ſerve to guard us againſt an intexterence which: may- be dread. 
ed, The Pairigtic party, as ih was called in fleet had. ther WY... 
tons, ende in the entin 


egents in France, which in their joint exen 


them, had agents in France by which their enormities Worte { 


ported. . 


Bat, he ſaid; be ſhould forbear referring 


| to, fats which were uy 
Lefare the Houſe, if the circumſtance adverted to ſhould be pre 


tion. Would it not be wiſe in the Houſe, ſeeing ſuch ſerious Events 
had occurred in otker countries, to guard againſt ſuch in this &qun- 


ſuppoſed that gur citizens are tos wiſe ts ſybmit to the fate af the 
examples we have of deſolation in Europe: but it muſt accyr, that 


8 u the government may be wiſe, there may be a number of - 


People whoſe conſtitutional habits lead them to complain: every 
government is troubled with ſuch people, and individuals, pot hat 
ing a knowledge of conſequences, may be induced to oppef tion. 


nations; nat even the ſtate government can interfere ; if pr i=" 
ſons were to preſent themſelves at the bar of rhe Council of Five ''* 
Hundred, and fay, we come from · the patriotic government of Vit 
givia, or of Kentucky, they muſt then ſuppoſe that the zeal of ſuch 
perſons carried them 10. great length, and it would det be War 


that the improper meaſures of the American government may be 
checked by landing a Freach'army :. theſe things may happen, if WF >= 
entouragement is given, by permitting individual citizens to go t0 
that country and carry on negotiations with impunity, ſuppoſing e 
all the time ther e is no harm, as their views are only to promote it 
peace, and that our government has no puniſhment for it: thus em 
vou would have the people going on contrary to the government WF ="! 
and tranſacting whatever they ſuppoſed the government remils wu, ol 
' He had feen nothing in the ſpeech of the Prefident which would pp 
induce the moſt funguine members of the legiſlature to retract in MPth. 


rhe leaſt the exertion put in force laſt ſeſſiou: he hoped and truſt- Nut! 


ed the ſame exertion would be continued this felon, and/even be not 
Heighrened, but ke conceive it was owing to that energy, and de- Indi 
termination to oppoſe aggreſſion, that the ſecurity we enjoyed if. , 


ed. It was neceſſary to let the citizens know to whom foreign rar 
| Intercourſe was intruſted in our government. If the Houſe were ide 


to take notice of the tranſition alluded to, in a manner becoming W + 
«he dignity of the nation, it. would require more ſcrious. attention, pn: 


bot, 4 


— 


„ 


8 $7 


rendes, th 
- bal vet it was not in the relhliition, that had only « view to future d. 
= 0 WY corrences of the Tame store, which it was furended te rorredt. © 


cl BY My; Gullatit obſerved; It had been (aid dy the mover of the rew- 
They lfion, that fr had no reference to any thing whith had heretofore 
dein BY ken place: it wight be ſo, bat admitting it, world the gentleman 
wil ey that, had net ſuch an event taken place, he ſhould Have made 
15 ich a motion! ke was prrfanded be would not; As k would de 
47s proper to know. preciſely the ſtate of the bufinefs to which thus 


polubly referred, and as the Preſident had, promiſe a commurica- 
ion reſpeRing our ſitustion with Frence, it wovld be beſt to wait: 


„et could not be Jong before it arrived, when poſſibly he might men- 
arten on the mesſures which gave riſe to the propoſition under confid- 
Yeo cr ation, which was neeeflary, becauſe if the Houſe are 49 legulate 
bun: n a ſobj ect ſo Hove}, it is neceflary they ſuould know precidely in 
2 q what manner theſe acts were perpetrated, int order that they meet 
175 ith the puniſhment they deſerve. If the propoſition id made on 
anne what has been dope, it is not proper at preſent o 
r it, till a proper explanation takes place of an event which can 
., ow only appear as a mutilated report. 0 0 483 "5 va 
oy BY But taking the ſudzect on a general ground, it is exceedingly im- 
reien ortant I will not deny, that viewing it in the light of ſome gel. - 

e per. lemen, it merits attention. Tf a perion interferes with the execu- 
Five ive power, he is guilty of = crime which merits pamihment by. 

* Vit aw ; but (fill 16fs we do net deny that I s man ſhoule embark to 
f fuck WP foreign country and undertake to proceed in any meufares for the 


government, without authority, he would be Hebe to puniſſument; 


think =: | witt By, 1 Anek chere is Jav that will puniſh Web offenders. 
ay be =" it is not to ve viewed on the ground which the gentlerban bas 
ren it. Can the mesſures referred to have a tendenicy; either di- 
"vo to WF <<lly or indirealy to check the meaſures of government; or mi- 
poſing are againſt any negotiations which may be or have been 2 
comets rich that country? No, they cannot. How it is gentlemen tan en! 


ommunicating, or carrying on a cofreſpondence, an ct ef uſur- 
pation of the executive authority, I cannot tell. Gememen have 
old ns that a mat may as well uſurp the legiflative or Jediciary. 

t may be fo, but 1 Will fate a cafe in which an interference in that 


wan pparentiy may not be wrong. Suppoſe T have à Jew {uit with an- 
abt is Wether, and an indiffetenr perſon, who has ho letter of deren for 


authority, ſhould write a fetter fo that perſon to endesver dt pro- 
oting an accommodation, how enn it be faid chat perſon uſurps 
jadicial authority ? That cafe bears a milerity with this. But in 


: 


dent ? 


Dn any negotiation with a foreign power, Kc. "Suppoſe 'a merchant 
das his property taken by the Freuch, and that merchun zu to 
rance, and by his negotiation With the gevermmont, he gets bis 


PPP 


at manner is it poſſible to ufurp exechiive iathority ? Im wt 
manner can an infdlividaal prevent any negetlatiea with the Fre. 


Again, the refblurlon Tays we Mall uſtrp athorhty, if we carry” 


7 
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property reſtored, would that be wrong! Certamly not. But 
will declate that if ſuch merchant does it, he will do, wrong by 
the rule of the reſolution : but to go farther,: I will ſappoſe tha 
this perſon, is not the owner of the veſſel, but only a volunteer, an 
he by making friends with the French government, obtains an em. 
bargo taken off, payment af money for captures, or reſtoration d 
property; would it be improper, and yet it would be againſt the 
Principles of the reſolution. 1 WH WE2. 
But he would further ſay, that if the reſolution was intended ts 
be effectual, it did not go far enough to complete its object: any 
citizen entering into correſpondence with Great Britain reſpeQing 
the renewal of that part of the treaty which was to expire in tus 
Fears, would be as guilty by this reſolution, as any one who ſhould 
go to France in any accommodating _ manner under the fame cir: 
cumſtanges ; both caſes would be an uſurpation of the executive a 
thority : I do not think it extenſive enough. But, permit me n 
ay that the criminality of the act does not lie in the uſurpation 
the executive authority, but in the nature of that act. I ſay that 
merchant who may correſpond with Great Britain may be perſec 
. Jy harmleſs, but the nature of the correſpondence may be ſuch as 
make the perſon guilty of it liable to puniſhment. - | 3 
In the general manner. in which the preſent reſolution is brought 
before the Houſe, it is quite a novel ſubje& of legiſlation introduce 
A do believe that any individual, whether there is any diſpute bt 
tween the nations or not, is not material, who may enter into 1 
| gociation with a foreign power to invade the nation to which is 
i 1 belongs, would be criminal; no doubt can be entertained of thi 
| I will inſtance Swiſſerland: it had no diſpute with France, Ja 
do believe that the individuals who invited France to invade! 
Were as criminal as thoſe in Ireland which the gentleman fros 
-  _ - South Carolina (Mr. Rutledge) had mentioned. But that ideas 
not in the reſolution: it ought to be made general, ſo as to app 
. 20.CRININAL correſpondence. No nation ever paſſed laws of d 
nature : to puniſh: any perſon who ſhould correſpond with a for 
eign power. {will notdiſown, but do believe that correſponden | 
in ſome caſes is criminal: I do believe that if any member of th 
Houſe was to enter into any correſpondence with that nation, i 
would be criminal, or however improper. |. We are not in a,litud 
tion to make it treaſon, but it may be criminal. 3 
But, fir, the nature of the correſpondence muſt eſtabliſh u 
crime. This our conſtitution has defined : a perſon going to 
enemy of the United States, and giving them aid and comfort, 
guilty of treaſon: but in the ſituation we are in at preſent wi 
France, not being perfectly at war with her, it may be Taid it 
. treaſon—it may be proper to make a law that ſuch who are fours 
adhering to France, or giving them aid, ſhould be found guilty- 
not of treaſon, becauſe we cannot go beyond the conſtitution— U 
of a miſdemeanor. If it is proper to legillate at all on this ſoles 
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and the perſon puniſhed. 7 5 
The gentleman ſays that every correſpondence ought to be judg- - 
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it is only to he conſined to objects of this kind : but ſo far as relates - 

to the individual interference hinted. at, I am of the opinion of the 

gentleman from Virginia. (Mr. Nicholas), that a man, without be- 

ing ſent: by any perſon, or body of men, may, out of Love to his 

country ; out of a Love to peace, not inviting, or intending injury 

to his own country; deen ſuch a man ſhould prevail upon that 
0 


p to depredations on gur commerce. 1 
do not ſee any thing immoral or improper in ſuch conduct. Whe- 
ther. ſuch a man has exiſted, I will not ſay, but if ſuch an one has, 
Jam willing, not only to excuſe him, but to fay he has done right. 
But I will not ſay any thing on that circumſtance, becauſe it is not 
before the Houſe, nor do I think that the tircumſtance exiſted more 
than by report, on which account it will be beſt to wait a commu- 
nication. ' It will at laſt perhaps only appear that the man was 


diſpoſed to be very important, but canaot by any means be ſuppoſed 


to uſurp a power and authority which he cannot obtain. 
Mr. Dana could by no means ſubſcribe to the opinion of the gen · 


tleman , juſt ſat down, that this ought not to be ex preſſed: be did 
not ſeem to underſtand the words uſed in the reſolution, he objects 


to the word © uſurpat ion. No other word can be uſed to expreſs 
the object. The meaning of that expreſſion is not that we ſhould 


advert to every kind of correſpondence; but only ſuch as intermed- 


dles. with the executive authority. Whenever any individual. un- 


dertakes to promote accommodation in ſuch a manner, in which 
none but the Preſident can do it, then, and then only may it be 


properly termed uſurpation. This word is therein uſed with per- 
fect propriety* It will be acknowledged that any correſpondence 
held as an uſurpation of the Preſident's power, ought to be noticed, 


* 


ed of according to its nature: this is a poſition which-no one will 


deny. But he ſays that ſach correſpondence as is moſt likely to be 
criminal is not enough defined. In ſome cafes, he. acknowledges, 
when aid, and comfort is given, it may be neceſſary to puniſh, and 
that it may be proper to provide it as it relates to France. How. 


ever theſe afſertions are true: if we were to pals over ſuch correſ- 


pondence, and interference unnoticed, that "nation wonld have a 
good foundation indeed to indulge the opinion that they had friends, 
amongſt us. We may draw s compariſon. Suppoſe two huſtile 
armies in the field, and the ſoldiers of one army ſhould be induced 
to go io the others, and thus be ſeduced by them, when it was well 
known to them that their power laid more iu the art of ſeduction 

ngth.of their arms. How could ſuch imprudence be 


than in the ſtre 
forgiven ? 


> 


_ Again, —The gentleman ſuppoſes that there may be a caſe in 
which a perſon may be entitled to praiſe for ſuch interference. 
Tis poſſible there might be a perſon of that character whoſe indi- 
| | e ſcale, General 5 
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vidual opinion may have great weight in th 
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Janine may be a man much ruſpeced und approved in- E 


rope. Baur who can ſuppoſe that our great and r'charaftery 
wil ever deſcend fo es ego dot 4 ; — individual would 
pretend to go forward vhhodt the couſent, or knowledge of the 
vernment to promote at. accommodarion. But a perſon who has 
waer rendered any {ſervice to his cduntry: who has never been 

nown : can any perſon ſo far rety on his on talent, without ex. 


PORE character to mark him diſtinguiſhed, can any perſon 


ve the vanity, without a Wart of ſenſe, ds thus expoſe himſelf th 
Yidicale ? No mag that has a mark of che American character, 
If he is poſſefled of that judgment which every perſon, ulmoſt, pof: 
fefſes, bat muſt defpiſe a man for the weakneſs of his intele&,' or 
vanity, who ſhould attempt to go forward in ſuch a way, out of the 


ordinary courſe of action: he can only metit to be confined In k 
r There muſt be a preſumption that he went forward as the agent 


of a faction. There cau be no kind of queſtion. then, that. ſuch 


going forward is an actual hoſtility to the government of our coun- 


try, which muſt tend to derange the iyltem_of our government. 
Lis the policy which our enemies ofe,to promote their ends: and 
in this way, he is the only oſtenſible agent, waiting for the ſubver- 
ſion of government. I do not ſay fuch a thing has exiſted ; I have 
had no evidence that ſuch a perſon has been guilty of the baſenels 


- which I aſcribe to the perſon of whom, report ſpeaks. I do net 
think any perſon would affilt a foreign power to come into our 


country. I conceive the gentleman's ideas are wrong, that we cau- 


' not legiſlate againft the poſſibility of ſuch a thing till we have 3 


communication: he wiſhed to go upon general principles, but it is 
unneceflary to haye any particular information upon this ſort of 


| practeding, as it was a principle which that information, be it ever 


full, could not control, 


MI. Pinckney faid he ſhould not have troubled the Houle, had it 
t been for the doctrine of the gentleman from Virginia, which 
he conceived extremely dangerous to a republican goyernmient ; 


it tends to ſubyert all order and good government; it is that he 
ſaid, he ſhould not be aſhamed to be concerned in any charge or 
negociation—provided that it would tend to the peace of his coun- 


try: and that the people would be fatisfied, ſo that the peace ws 


the. reſult : taking that to be the opinion, I muſt ſay. that 1 conceive 


It ſubverſiye of a republican government: which is that the ſenſe 


of a majority, ſhowJd govetn : that the ſenſe of that majority pro- 
claimed by the proper organs ſhonld govern, and chat ng Oe 
ſhould pretend to interfere with what is expreſſed by their 7 
mate organs. This is a principle which cannot be controverte 


believe that the gentleman's wiſh for peace, gets the better of his 


- 
4 


jadgment in this reſpect. Peace to be ſure, no one will deny, is a 


- 


— 


” 


delirable object, if it can be had, and will promote the welfare of 
the nation, but that gentleman's wiſh for peace; might have induces 


* 
>; 
* 


be more dangerous thai * 
paſſibly,.be; engaged, -. 


to hut bimſelf forward. ra.give peace. to bis country, , It muſt 
that he myſt imagine that his private ſeutiments ought to prevay 
over the legitimate government of his country. If it ſhould in the 


opinions of the faid individual, or any 4 the party char ſupports 
mw bim, be defended as neceſlary, infkead of peace to give war to the 
fon country, would not the fawe.. bold. good to enable Lim to execute. 


firs one 45 the other, and: 
der, me principle. will juſtify him to make war. A ſtate of peace i 
poſ⸗ not always the proper for, x pation ; it may ar4imes be judg- 


Nor ed more efſential for the true interelts of the country to engage in 


this 2 war, under all its diſadvantages; than to remain 15 peace: uch 
in bas been and may gecur l and every renſohable attempt may 
e fail to procure 2 peace. 
"RY lawfat or right for au Hdivido? ro interfere with our felatidn'td 
ent 4 Wnt. povernment—tp negociafe, when "negociation is gol 
forwa legitimate authorfty. It way have very many back e 
1 fects, 11. it RP neceffaily have ſome : it wilt ſhow that e * 


ent. Wl : prey iti this country whe take Upon themſelves to divide Fe 
and their legitimate or i "ti letting up a power en woul re 


ſme to be parametinr to the legat authorities, 
1 do not think that. the'gentleman went upon the right 1055 ben 


1 : he certainly calculates illy upon the ſentiments of hes 
moos he has founded them far too much on their. pybflanjmity 
that they ate afraid of War, and would haye peace” under what- 
ever e e 1 believe the ople love peace, and would go 
a5 far as they can tq obtain or preſerve it, but when they have ex. 
bauſted their all, and find thar's further conceſſion by paſt enpe- 
rience, has otily brough t. on py ts . : they will rather, 
under thefe any dry. have warthan peace: ha it would be 
more for their future tranquilty ro hazard wr, than obtain 2 
in an undue manner. 

1 do got think that the people wee bt down under a peace that 
ſhould not be obtained in a 0 al way, by their government: 1 % 
not think chat any individual roc — 6 t to Wreſt that Hine. 
and attempt to open a negotiation with a foreign power. 1 

The gentleman from Pennſylyania ( My Celta ſectied to a 
what he laid would he an-ufurpatian: : ſtating that it N 
wrong for any party or individual to. uſurp the executive "IF 
know of no, parties but, are compoſed of ing viduals, nor do f — 7 
that any individual would undertake Juch s buſineſs, without 6." of 


tere, he vught to be püniſhed with ſeverity as the head of a party 
That wee has alſo, e to the motion R997 the SY 
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lis better; gent to hriag for md 88 which would 5 
bitter wor, in which we one | 


But what principle ld Thank Aste the judjidual ml fo 


N in war infteadof peace? The 


know of no cafe in which it would be 


engaged as the. agent, of a party. If ſach an one " retend $6, inter- 


he ſays he mould receive the thanks of his, country for uch a 
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of its interfering with individuals having any negotiation about, 
their private concerns, I can only add to the able obſervations df YE 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Dana) that this is only a re. Wi *"* 
ſolutſon, and may be referred to a committee, ſo that if there is any Wi ©** 
fear of interference. with the intereſts.of merchants, it will pro- 
badly be amended, or however there will be time enough for that fill © 


— 


When the pill comes into the houſe, e. 
Nx. Harper: Not having been in my (eat at the time the motio doll 
Was called up, I have fiance been informed that the mover prefacel Wl f"* 
it by declaring that it had no view to any paſt tranſaction: 1 
fupppfe the declaration to be perfectly true, but I deem it propet 
to declare that I have fuch a view. io What has already happehed z. 
To make it the foundation of my vote upon the queſtion.” 7 77 
It is particular caſes that have given riſe to many of the great 
eventz which the world has ſeen: we are told in books of author 
Fixy that it was the caſe of an obſcure individual tllat brought about 
the, Habeas: Corpus act; and we could trace ſimilar exiſting cirgum 
ſtances that have brought about many other great events. It is 
neceflary«that ſame event ſhquld ſhew irfelf,; we are obliged to wait 
r.the erime to appear, before v can ſtrike it down. before we 
Krow where to aim the blow: ve are obliged» to reſt, upon ſome 
Particilar caſes when we make a general law. It is true we can- 
not*paſs a law to puniſh what has been done, but when we: ſeeing 
miſcliief, we ought to prevent it in future. - I have a vie to a re- 
cent caſe that has bappened; I knew of the circumſſance at the 
time, and believe, it did occur. I then viewed the tranſaction, in 
the. ſame light. in which, that nation and government viewed it. 1 
is inconceivable to. me to ſuppoſe that any goveryment will be {6 
ridiculous; as to imagine, that æn obſcure individual in this country, 
not known twenty miles from Philadelphia, whoſe name was never 
before heard of, could receive ſuch a man, and as ſurpriſing that he 
mould imagine that he could change the ſyſtem of a great nation, 
with whom:we had been engaged for five yeurg in fruitleſs negoti 
ation; in ther time nd negotiation of our. Miniſters, nor operation! 
727 dür force could bring to accomodation: A nation thay pot. ab 
the, powers. of Europe engaged in a fix years" war, could bring te 
Jabmifon.: that he ſhon}d think to have weight ro, change. the 


courſe of. their policy, I hare been told that chis man went only Wl In 
of bis own, accord z that he took no authority or order, but ih Len 
certificate chat he was an American citizen, and a member of the Wh bas 
Legiſlature of Peunſylvania, That any man ſhould have the gon. eit 


ſeuſe to ſuppoſe this, 1 am ſurpriſed : 1 da not belleve obe word of 
the aftory, nor will I believe_ir. I have heard bf an thitance-o 
Fanaticifu of a certain religions ſect in this country who have 
Loge to Germany in order to excite 'the Emperor to peace : and 

* alſo a, Þ me of that ſect going to Aa general at New-York to repre: 
ſent te. him the evils of war; but that is aſcribed to fanzticſm. 
Put 1 believe this circumſtanct has not only happened, but las been 


% 
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ye#1688D, and that ſome h this ebiſutry have been the organizers 
end ſupporters vf It. And his mint was the more alarmid, at this 
event, as he cuuſidered it in eb mection with the general ſyſtem of 
France, the political Rate'of the world at this time, and the avow- 
ed plans of that country reſpecting this. The French government 
every body knew, had Jong fince proclaimed; and had conſtantly 
followed up its proelamations by sRions, that whenever it mould 
find, in any Wuntry, = party diſpoſed to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed go- 
rernment, it Would ſapport that party.— The policy of this ſyſtem 
was obvious 3 fur that patty, coming into power by the aid of 


France, and depending on her for the ſupport of their authority, 


will generally be ſubſervient to her views; and withog to place the 
affairs of the country under her controul. With reſpect to this 
country, the French government had told us plainly, and in ſo many 
words, that ſuch a patty did exiſt- among us; that they relied un 
this party, that we indeed might be good natured and creditions e- 
nough to believe the perſons eompoſing this party, when they de- 
nied having any connection with France, or acting under her influ- 
ence, but that they had better proofs than the words of theſe per- 
ſons, they had their actions; and that altheagh this y coul 
not direct the it could ſo embarraſs and fetter it, as 


to diſable it from moving hand or foot againſt France. Under theſe 
eircumſtaaces, while France entertains and acts upon this belief, an 
envoy goes thither from this country, and goes, as Mr. H. faid it 
ſeemed evident to him from the reaſon which he had ſtated, with 
credentials from, and in the name of certain perſons. here who ex- 
erciſe the right of ſpeaking the ſentiments of the party; and acted 


in its behal hat muſt be the language which the envoy, ſuppo- 
ſing him or thoſe who ſeat him, to-poſleſs ſome ſmall portion of 
common ſenſe, maſt have employed to the French goyernmeut, in 
order xo attain thoſe objects? N . N 
1 know, ſaid Mr. H. the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) 
has told us, that the object af this perſon in going to France, was 
to obtain peace for his country. And this object, the gentleman 
from Virginie ſays, is ſo laudable, that the perſon in queſtion, 10- 
ſtead of denſure- for. this interference with the affairs of govern - 
ment, deſerves, and ng doubt will receive the applauſe of every 
ſincere friend o his country, every fincere lover of peace. The 
gentleman affirms that every perſon has a Tight to take ſuch, a ſtep, 
has a fight 40 go, of his own authority, and attempt to make peace 
with a feteign nation, if he conceives himſelf 26 peſlefs the means 
of accompliſhing the objett. It may, he admits, be n proof of great 
folly and preſumption in an individual to believe himſelf poffeſſe 


of thoſe means ; but if be. really euterrain the belief, he bought to 
exert them: and the gentleman from Virginia has deelaged 


d, that 


could he believe himſeli able tu ſucceed in ſuq an ent 
vnderiake it and glory in it. My collesgue (Mr, Fincudey) b 


- * . 
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ew molt undeniably, that this principle, once admitted, muſt 95 
to the utter ſubverſion of government; the principle being, iin our 
whenever an individual, or, by ſtranger reaſon, a number of ind. pea. 
viduals, conceive theinſelves wiſer than the government, more «bl; Stil! 
to diſcern, or more willing to purſue the true intereſts of the coun. the 
try; they may aſſume its functions, counteract its views, and inter mes 
fere in its moſt important operations. Why may they interfere u 
make peace ? becauſe they judge peace deſirable. But they may 
alſo judge war deſirable; and upon preciſely. the ſame principle, 
they may in that caſe interfere to make war. When under pre 
tence of making peace they have aſſumed a public character,  an{ 
by themſelves or their envoys, addreſſed themſelves, directly aul 
openly, to a foreign government, they may treat with that goyern- 
ment about any other matters, and all other matters. Under thi 
pretence, if this principle be once eſtabliſhed, any diſcontented fa“ ut 
tion, under the name of a club, a parriotic {ociety, a revolutionary” 
ſociety, a whig club, or any other name, may uſurp the moſt eſſen O 
tial functions of government in their own country, negotiate on al 
ſorts. of ſabjects with the governments of other countries, and open 
a direct and bread road for the entrance of that foreign influence 
which, with equal truth and force, has been characteriſed as the 
angel of deſtruction ro republican. governments. 


Leaving this principle, therefore, continued Mr. H. where 
colleague has placed it, expoſed to view in all its nakedneſs and 
_ deformity, as viſible as the pillar ro which ] point, I will proceed 
to remark on the connection between this miſſion, and the ſyſten 
and views of France towards this country; and I will repeat the 
queſtion, what, under ſuch circumſtances, muſt have been the object 
of this miſſion, and what conſiderations maſt the Envoy, ſappoling 
him or his employers to poſſeſs common ſenfe, have urged to the 
Directory in order to attain that object? ä 
- Could this miſſion, he would aſk. have ariſen from a conviction 
in irs authors that the conduct of France towards this country was 
onjaſt and injurious, and ought, on that account, to be altered! 
No, for in that caſe the zeal which gave riſe to the miſſion, would 
have been ſooner awakened, and the miſſion itſelf would have taken 
place as ſoon as that conduct had been reduced to a regular ſyſtem, 
and adhered to for a time. Was it the object of the miſſion ro 
reſcue the violated rights of this country from further outrage !— 
No, for it was notorious that the acts whereby this violation had 
been effected, fo far from rouſing the indignation of theſe perſons, 
or giving riſe to an embaſſy from them, had been excuſed, and even 
juſtiſied. What then was the object? The anſwer, Mr. H. faid, 
. was to be found in tbe time when the miſhon-was ſent. France 
has purſued, for a long time, a ¶ſtem of hoſtility and aggreſſion to- 
wards this country. During this whole time, the zeal Which gave 
riſe to this miſſion, had ſlept. France had not only refuſed reps 
ration for the paſt and forbearance in future, but had ſpurned at 
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our remonſtrances, ſlapt the door in the faces of our miniſters of 
peace, and finally demanded tribute as the price of an audience.— 
Still this zeal flept. At length the fpirit of the country, rouſed by 
theſe repeated-injuries and infolts, comes in aid of the government; 
meaſures of preparation and reſiſtance are adopicd, and an univer- 
ſal indignation burſt forth zgain{t France and her adherents. Then 
his ſleeping zeal was awakened by what ? By the dread left this 
public ſpirit: and indignation ſhould ſtrengthen the hands of our 
government, arm the nation. againſt France, and ſtrip off all popu- 


K 


* E and power from the individuals who were devoted to her in- 
au ereſts, and expected to flouriſh under her patronage. How was 
vers his evil to be averted ? By perſuadipg France to tread back ſome 
nr eher offenſive ſteps ;- to aſſume a line of conduct ſomething leſs 
1 fac Wutrageous ; to hold out ſome appearances of a conciliatory ſpirit ; 


n ſhort; to change her ſyſtem of menace and bliſtering, for an inſi- 


* ious ſyſtem, whereby our reſentments might be diſarmed, and our 
on all iirit of refiſtance lulled aſleep. How was France to be thus per- 
| open uaded? By a miſſion, which, going under the ſanction and with 
ience, be credentials of her partizans here, might obtain the confidence 
s the WP ber government. The miſſion, therefore was ſent. 


This, Mr. Harper ſaid, he took to be a true hiſtory of this tranſ-, 
tion,*as to its motives and objects. What, he could now aſk, muſt 


ay * me been the arguments to the Directory, in order to inſure its 
CCEIS £ es of 1 to " 6 8h, ; e » 
ore BY Could any reliance have been placed by the authors of this miſ- _ 
ö 4 eon on appeal to the juſtice of France ? Certainly not; unleſs they \ | 
oben ere downright. blockbeads. And Mr. H. faid that altbough he 0 
15 ad never thought highly of the underſtanding of the perſon whom, 4 
#5 * e ſuppoſed to have been the prime mover in this affair, yet he it 
'. » Would not eſtimate it ſo very low as to imagine bim capable of talk-" al 
g ſeriouſly about juſtice to a government whick-had told us plain- | 


„that it cared not about the juſtice of our complaints or our 
laims ; that we might indeed have juſt cauſe of complaint, but the | 
eſtion was not about juſtice or injuſtice, bat whether we were ii 
repared to favmit on the conditions preſcribed ? To a govern- _ 1 
ent holding openly this language, it would have been the laſt. | i 
ge of folly to talk about juſtice, with any ſerious expectation of 
ing liſtened to. The appeal therefore, muſt, he conceived, have | il 
en to the policy, the intereſts, of the Directory And in what 
nguage would this appeal be made? By what topics would it be 
forced ? He owes i by ſuch as theſe, « You have, it is true, 
party in America, and a ſtrong one; but not fo ſtrong an one as 
du may imagine, and much of the force which it does. poſſeſs de- 
nds on public opinion: and the adherence of perſons not fully 
prized of its views. Of this force you are about to ftrip it by 
"W- intemperate violence of your late conduct. You overſhoot the 
Wk, and rouſe the public indignation againſt yourſelves and your | 
lends, whoſe popularity and — you wholly deſtroy, thereby 
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breaking their ſtrength, and thereby | diſabling them from render, 
ing you any ſervice in future. The, efere flacken your hand a lit. 
tle. Aflume a language ſomewhat more compleiſant, a behavior 
ſomewhat leſs offenſive, Held out ſeme [appearances of an amica. 
ble and conciliatory ſpirit, Lou feed not repeal your deerces z. 
gainſt our commerce, but abatea little, and for a time, from the 
- pigoroof their execution, Talk abont calling in privateers ; releals 
a few ſeamen and a ſhip or twn, now and then. This will affuagy 
the reſentment of the people, unnerve the arm of the government, 
and leave you at, leiſure ta prepare your plans for execation at x 
more favorable moment. In the mean time, we, your friends, ſhall 
regiin our influence, or at leaſt, preſerve what we have left, 
a and may render Foul good ſeryice in future. After your war 
- with England is at an end, we may, peruaps, ſhew you the way 
into America, as well as citizen Ochs and his friends ſhewed 5 
the way into Switzerland, as ſoon as you gat the emperor off your 
hands, On the contrary, ſhould you puſh matters to extremirie 
now, when the national ſpirit is rouſed and high, a war mult be 
the conſequence, and that will overwhelm you and us, as far as reb 
pects your influence in America, in one common ruin.“ 
This, Mr. H. faid, he ſuppoſed muſt have been, and he verih 
believed was, the language which the perſon employed in this mil 
ion was inſtructed to hold, and did hold, in ſecret, to the French 
- governmemt. His more oſtenſible communications, if he made any, 
nas Was ſaid to be the caſe, might have been, and probably weve, mom 
. . caytious in their expreſſions, and more guarded in their ſenſę; but 
it was on. theſe conſiderations, and theſe alone, that in his opinion, 
any reliance was placed by the authors of the miſſion. Theſe, ls 
had no doubt, were the ſubſtantial parts of the negaciation, "The 
reſt was mere talk and ceremony the cover thrown over the vel 
deſign. To have held other language, under fuch circumſtance 
would, in his apprehenſion, have betrayed a degree of incapacity, 
_ of ignorance, oP of childiſh Gmplicity, of which he could not fu 
.  pe& the contriver of this miſſion, nor even the agent employed in i 
Il am very ſenſible, Sir, cominued Mr. H. that the gentlemu 
from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) may again tell me, as he did on 
former occaſion, that in reaſoning thus I ſet up my own underſtand 
ing as a meaſure fer thoſe of other wen, and find every body gulb 
ty of ignorance or folly who differ from myſelf in opinion. © BD 
there are ſome propoſitions on which, ſuck is their fulneſs of cw 
_ - dence, it is impoſlible for the mind ro doubt, and in which we ws 
ſuppoſe all men of common ſenſe to agree; in the ſame manner # 
every man who has eye-ſight maſt agree that the ſun now Hine: 
and ſhould any one deny it, whatever reſpe& we might have fo 
_ his diſcernment on other occaſions, we muſt, ſuppoſe him to be. bling 


1 


pop this. 


Ar. H. faid he was teady to adait; wich the ge 
Penuſylvania, (Mr. Gallatin) that che cxabafly-in queſtion 


. 
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deckd a6 UN. Of this he was well aſſured, ber be believed it ho 
„ Project, not calculated 10/produce any eden what. 


7 The dns 2 Ma in a few trifling particulars, which 
are ſaid to have taken place, he had no doubt were to be aſcribed, 
not to the repreſentations of this envey, but to the vigorous mea 
ſures of government, the firmneſs of the executive, and the ſpi 
diſplayed by the country at large. it was not the effect of the 
miſſion, bur its principles, its nature, and its tendency, at which-he 
was alarmed, He wiſhed to wy this moſt erous practice in the 
bud, to cut up by times, this plant of uſurpation; which, if tutfered 
to take root arid flouriſh, mall ſoon deſtroy the government by ita 
poiſonous ſhade. * This was to be effected, not by puniſhing this in- 
dividual, Which he believed could not be: done, for he knew of no 
law wherein the caſe was included, but by making a law to pre : 
vent ſuch. miſchievous practices in future, And when we know, 
ſaid he, that other countries have been ruined by this very engine 
of a factious inter courſe between their turbulent citizens and the 
French government, when we know that this government openly 
avows its determination to encourage ſuch intercourſe,” ta protect 
all f all malecontents, all inſurgents, ia all domries —— 
we know,. in ſino, that this inter cuurſo and her conſequent pr 
tion of domeſtic faſtions, are the great engines of her forei 5e . 
ey, and the weapons wherewith ſhe has — proſtrated 
wreiched countries; when we know all this, ſhall we not — 
an effectual barrier againſt this terrible plague ? Shall we not-paſs 
2 law to prevent individuals from thus transferring to themſelves, 
by their own authority, the powers of the government, which they 
may afterwards uſe for placing the country under foreign domin- 
ion ? 1 hope, Mr. Speaker that we ſhall paſs this neceffary jaw, 
that we ſhall courageoufly meet this new and formidable danger. To 
do ſo, I know, .will .be-contyary to the new code of the rights of 
man, gccording to which an 'handful of individuals, 20, 50, of an 
reo may aſſemble, call themſelves “ the people, and aſſume, at 
once, all the 3 of goyerament. It will 1 know, be finning 
againſt the new light. But in this new light I am not a believer,” 
I Rill rhink that 4h majority of the people, by their repreſenta - 
tives and agents legally appointed, ought to rule, and chat a * 
terference with their functions, or aſarpations of their aothoriry, 
ſelf appoipted individuals, or ſelf-conftitured bodies, are . 
encroachments which ought to be reſtraived and puniſned. = 1 
am ſenſihle, is an- old; faſhioned doctrige; Gy Lowe experience had 
under the new; ſyſtem does nat ſeem; to. me to ſpeak much in ite fa. 
vor, and I ls wh * adhere, Aal | Readhly 1 the 4 5 


plan. 


Althoogh therefore, Mr. H. faid, be 16 
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of authority, would conſent to obtain it by foreign aid, and hold it 
no resſon, why we ſhould be happier in this reſpect than the Swiſs, 


_ contented, turbulent individuals, unſatisfied with the portion of 


of this kind are never proper except to a bill on its third reading, 


tabliſhed, it would ſpeedily be drawn into precedent; and muſt lead 
to the total ſubverſion of the government. The effects of ſuch a 
principle reduced to practice, had alfeady, he ſaid, made themſelves 
ſufficiently manifeſt in ſeveral natious of Europe, to tlie catalogue 
of which, preſented by his colleague, the gentleman from Pennſyl. 
vania had with great propriety. added Switzerland. And by whom 
were the inhabitants of thar beautiful and happy country delivered 
up to pillage, {laughter and a foreign yoke:? By whom but lier 
own profligate ſons, - who ſtimulated by a boundleſs and unprinci- 
pled ambition, choſe, rather than not rule, to rule over a country 
plundered and ruined, and to hold a precarious power as the 
miſerable vicegerent of a foreign defpotiſm. Are there no perſons 
of this deſcription, ſaid Mr. H. among us! none who for the ſake 


by a foreign tenure ? I hope in God there are none: but I know of 


Surely we have no leſs. reaſon to be diſcontented than they had. 
But this ſpiric, a ſpirit of uſur pation, of aſſumed power, and of re- 
volt, out of which this particular caſe has grown, is not confined 
to this or that country, nor to. this or that form of government. It 
exiſts more or lefs in all countries and under all governments, how- 
ever juſt and mild.; for in all countries are to be found reſtleſs, diſ- 


power, which they poſſeſs, or can by regular means obtain, and 
therefore diſpoſed, according to opportunities and circumſtances, 
to uſe irregular means for the attainment of more. The ſpirit, 
thus univerſal, has committed-dreadful ravages in all thoſe coub-;' 
tries where it has not been vigorouſly-reliſted, and cloſely reſtrain- 
ed. It is therefore. our wiſdom ta meet it in the threſhold, and op- 
poſe to it a timely and a vigorous reſiſtance, leſt it deſtroy us alſo, 
„ Obſta principus”” is a wiſe-maxim in all circumſtances of human 
affairs, eſpecially in the affairs of government. When a cancer has 
ſhot deep its roots, it cannot be torn out, without deſtroying the: 
vital parts. A timely uſe of the knife or cauſtic, might have de- 
ſtroyed it in the beginning without danger or inconvenience.- This 
cancer in the body politic has but. juſt made its appearance. Its 
roots are yet ſhort and feeble. The propoſed law is the cauſtic 
and the knife, which I hope to ſee applied with a firm and ſteady: 
hand ere the evil ſpread and grow more inveterate, other wiſe it 
certainly will ſpread, and deſtroy the body politic, perhaps in leſs: 
time than any one now apprehends. . 4.50588 

The houſe indeed had been told, Mr. H. ſaid, that they ought to 
reje& the propoſed reſolution, becauſe of ſome defects in its form 
of expreſſion, which, however; would he found in no degree to af. 
fect the principle whereon the reſolution was founded. Objections 


when, being no longer open to amendment, it muſt be rejected by 


thoſe who cannot agree to its particular proviſions, but ſuch obs! 
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jecklons were wholly insdmiſfible, ben; urged againſt s reſblution, 


vhich muſt paſs: through various ſubhſequent ſtages, where all thofe 
{mail defects may be amended. In this firſt ſtage, nothing but the 


principle ought to be in queſtion, and it was the principle alone for 
D . IF 16 pt Ot 
A little regard, he ſaid, was due to what had been ſaid: reſpe&- 
ing the intention with Which an interference of this kind [muſt be 
made. The gentleman. from-Pennſylvania: (Mr. Gallatin) had ſaid 
that the impropriery: of acts like this muſt depend on the intentions 
with which they were done. But how were men's intentions to be 
judged of, but from their actions ? Might they not ſometimes think 
their projects beneſicial, when they were, in fact, of a moſt mif. 
chievous tendency ? And if the principle ere once admitted, how 
would the intention of thoſe who might practiſe on it, be aſcertain- 
ed? The principle, in fact was every thing; and this principle the 
gentleman from Pennſylvania. had been too prudent to defend. He 
had, on the contrary endeavored to call away the attention of the 
houſe from the true principle, to ſome trifling details of the reſolu- 
tion. In this he acted wiſely. : But the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Nicholas) leſs cautious, had ſpoken out with his uſual candor, - 
and afferted that the practice was proper, the principle juſtifiable, 
and that he himſelf ſhould glory in having acted in the fame man- 
ner. This, ſaid. Mr. H. is a candor which I admire; for I like 
the man who tells me plainly what he aims at, and what he means. 
The gentleman from Virginia has declared it honorable and pro- 
per in any: individual, or {et of individuals, who believe themſewes 
more fit than the government for conducting the foreign relations 
of the country, to take the buſineſs into their hands, and adopt ſuch 
meaſures as they may deem proper for obtaining peace; or, by 
neceſſary conſequence, for accompliſhing any other national object 
which they may think benefc ile. e 
This principle, ſo utterly ſubverſive of all fegular government, 


has been o fully expoſed by my colleague (Mr. Pinckney) that it 


is unneceſſary to ſay any thing more on the ſubject. But I requeſt 
the houſe to bear in mind, When they come to a deciſion on this 
ſubject, that this principle has been joſtified and even extolled, by 
one of the moſt reſpectable members on the floor, Little petty 
inſurgents, the mere journeymen of ſedition, who now and then 
peep out of their holes to ſearch for miſchief; and then ſhrink bacx 
to eſcape from puniſhment, excite more contempt than dread ; but 
when principles utterly ſubverſive of all law, order and govern- 
ment, are openly avowed and preached up by men of character, ſta. 
tion and influence in the country, then it is that we ought to be a- 
larmed, and to prepare for oppoſing their ſchemes with energy. * 
am very ſenſible, Mr. Speaker, that all this will be treated, by 
ſome gentlemen, as mere empty declamation, the mere wanderings 
of an heated imagination. This has heretofore been the cafe with ' 
me, and it is thus I have alway been treated, by ſome deſcriptions 
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of 'meri; whoſe wording voices ſor/rieglefting} to liſten de- which, 
ſome other countries are now planged in irretrievable ruin; to me 
theſe conſider ations appear to be the moſt important truths on our 
attention to which the preſor vation uf this goverument, and the 
ſafety of this country, in « great meaſure depbud. It is from this 
quarter, from the intrduction of foreign -infllectice, 1brough” the 


1 medium of domeſtic factiuu, that the republican governments are 
\ 3 | eſpecially menaced with deſtruction. Monarchies, deſpotiſme ar. 
1 ſtocraies, which, for the moſt part, depend upon the ſupport of 4 
1 few, may be fubverted by for ſorce, but popular ee 

1 unleſs quite contemptible in poiot: ef extent, cannot be ſubverteſ 


Without: the means of internal diviſion. .' Thie diviſton is effected 
dy means of foreign influence, which matually ſopporta, and is ſup. 
ported by domeſtic faction; therefore evety thing that cetids how. 
ever remotely, to facilitate the alliance - between thoſe xw6 deadly 
fobs, is moſt carefully to be gaarded againſt,” What Baonapurte 
Laid to: the Italians, after he had ſubdued and ꝓlundered them, by 
mens of the divifions excited by himfelf, is-a moſh important ſeſſon 
for all republics : While-a nation (ſaid he) is arnied, anited,' and 
e difpoſtd to: defend itſelf; it is always invincible.“ Let us well 
ect upon this all important leſſou, aud oppoſe in the threſhold, 
2 adopting the reſplution now on the table, tho firſt beginning a 
this fatal 'alliance between foreign influence: and! domeſtic faction 
this. prolific gern of inteſtine Uiviſion; Which if ſaifered to grow, 

will ſoon ce the hittereſt fruits to this country. rx. 
Mr. N. Smith: ſaid, the gentlemen from Penbfyleania and Vir- 
einia, have taken ground perfectly characteriſtſc of the two men 
whilſt the gentleman from Virginia comes forward and boldly ayom 
the right of an was to n our ne 3 — 

nu foreign government, the gentleman Peunnſy lvauia goes 

2 pleads an abatement in the reſolution; faps 3 to 
far in ſomę reſpects, and not far enough in, others 3 thar it, will pre 
vent correſpongencies about private concerns, and ſo on. WI 
chiĩs ſort of tri ing; if it were not intended. to J<ad-., the houſe of 
from the ſpirit, of the reſolution 7. The. gentleman from Pranfylve 
nia knows too, much of legiſlative buſineſs par; to kopw,! thet tis 
reſolutien, worded as it now is, cannot paſs inta a Jaw -; that i} B 
only intendedas an inſtructioꝝ ta a committee yupon-which yp report 4 
a bill, which bill will have zo -underga the ſerutiny of that gentle 
wan, and the hauſe. He did net himſelf Jike all, the provifons .o WY . 
this reſolution-; lie thought the interference ipſtead of being gener pO 
al, would have, heen better confined to Erggce, :; but theſe are mtr i = 
ters for aſter conſfigeracip. ....The only. proper enquiry at; pyeſent Ne 
is, is there reaſon for legiſlatiye interference or not Iscthere, per 
is-there. nat danger to be apprehended from the interference.of it "i 
| dividuals in buſigeſs of this ſort, For himſelf, be had ho. befrration li 
in ſaying be believed there is danger to be.apprehended. fm this pes 
ſource. He conſidered this as a meaſure of defence; of efftviept d 
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ſence pointed to the dunger danger with which we are threatetied © 
danger from the diplomatic fill of a nation well verſed in this 
ſkill, We haye, ſaid Mr. S. heretofore made pros iſion for the rai- 
ſing of armies. Theſe were for remote danger but this a provi- 
non againſt danger, which immediately threatens us—a danger 
which has aſſaĩled us for many years paſt — a danger which has pro- 
duced" the moſt direful effects in this country. He himſelf never 
thought there was immediate danger tu be apprehended from the 
arms of France, though, at ſome future period, there might be 
danger: from this ſource, but their diplomatic {ki} ought to be con- 
ſtantly aud ſtrictly guarded GWV 
Mr. N. Smith ſaid, if we reflect for a ſingle moment upon the 
character and purſuits of the French nation, we ſhall ſee that their 
only ſyſtem is to divide and conquer; to ſupport their party in the 
country which they mean to ſubjugate, until the favorite opportu- 
nity ſhall preſent itſelf, to aid that party with actual force. Time 
has been, when it was more convenient for the Freuch Republic 
(for ſhe, chules to call herſelf by that name) to carry on a corre - 
ſpondence with her party in this country, than at preſent, All le- 
gal correſpondence between the two countries has long ſince been 
cut off. There is now no miniſter here to favor the projects of. 
France; there ii, therefore no way of carty ing ena communica 4 
tion with the party in this country, but by means of ugantharifed 
agents. Are we not, then, to expect theſe ? Certainly. —Franee 
has voluntarily cut off all legal communication between the twa 
governments, and becauſe miniſters were ſcat there from this 
country, Who. would not place . themſelves: at the head of a 
faction againſt their government, they rejected them. Know- 
ing their character, what then could be expected from them ? 
Doubt leſs chat they would immediately open a negociation witli 
their party in this country. How was this to be done ? not by 
doing a thin ' which” would have been reprobated hy every one, 
They knew their bofineſs too well to do this. They determined to 
put the-proceeding on ſo plauſible a footing as at leaſt to take in 
ſome obſcure individyal, uninformed on political ſubjects, by mak · 
og the frſt pretext 4 procurance of peace for the country ; and 
after the ii er was once formed, it might go on from one 
degree to another; for if ſuch a correſpondence can effect one thing, 
it can effect another; and he expected this iutegcourſt to be contiu- 
ved until the time ſhall arrive for the French 5 make their pur- 
poſed expedixion into this country. | 


If we conſi der the ſituation of the two Nations, ſaid Mr, S. may 
we not ſuppoſe there is danger to be apprebended from an impro- 
per interference of individuals ? But. if we call to mind a recent 
inſtance, ſhall we be any longer in doubt that an interference of 
this kind has taken place! we cannot: and therefore we may Ex + 
pe& chat it will be doe in future under one plauſible pretext or 
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other. It was in this point of view only, that he alluded to the 
tranſaction which had recently happened, as. the foundation of 4 
law to prevent future abuſes. * dl : 


interfervuce of an individual was for a good 
for our thanks than for our reſentment, and the gentleman from 


may negociate with a foreign goverrment, for the: benctit of thi ne 
| longs. Fr | 


readiug the conſtitution, he will find that the carrying on of all is 


will prevent it. Ought not ſuch a conduct to be poniſhed, and 


* inal propofition was vague, the bill which was founded upon 
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But it had been (aid by the gentlemen from Virginia, that if th 


ſi 
* 
I 
purpoſe. it rather callel y 
ol 
G 


Pennſylennia had ſaid, that it depended upon the nature of the 


tranſaction, whether ſuch a procedure was criminal, or not. Mr, n. 


S. aid, he would on the contrary, lay it down as a maxim, that n 
foreigh nation will ever enter into a correipondence with an ind. 
vidul, for the benefit of the Nation from which he comes; betauſt an 
if they meant to do benefit to that Nation, they could do it through 5. 
the legal organ. But if, inft-ad of doing a benefit to the country, us 
the French wiſh to aid a faction who are defirous of dividing u bu 

ple from their government, they will certainly wiſh to tres ff 
with an individual. The ſuppoſition, therefore, that an individul it 


eyuntry, is wholly unfounded ; and the very idea of ſuch a corre m. 
pondence is a prodf of the vileſt of all purpoſes; that of aiding vi pr 
faction to overturn the government to which ſuch an individual be. 


but it was faid, the interference of an individual could. not E10 
improper; becauſe he could not uſurp the Executive Authority. VI m: 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania will give himſelf the trouble fro 


reign inter courſe is placed in the hands. of the Executive, as full 
as ine legiſlature is poſſeſſed of all legiſlative power, or the Judic- 
ry, of judicial. When an individual, therefore, attempts to acgd- 
ciate with a Foreign Government on national concerns, he is cet 
'tainly doing the buſiueſs of the Executive. And is not that a ſtrang 
"ſtare of thiugs ſaid Mr. S. when an individual; or a ſet of individual 
mall ſay to a government, „you are about to make war, but w 


provided againſt by law It certainly ought, and therefore bt 
viſhed the preſent reſolution to paſs. 9 
Mr. Gallatin obſerved, that rhe gentleman from South-Carolio 
and the gentleman from Connecticut, had both found fant with toe 
manner in which he had diſcuſſed this queſtion ; that he had of 
jected to the detail of the refolution, inſtead of attending tou 
principle; and that the adopting of this reſolution, would be on 
adopting a general principle which might hereafter be modified. 
The gentleman froin Connecticut had heen pleaſed to ſay that it 
(Mr. G.) was old enough in legiflatien to know this. Mr. G 
Hail ke was old enough to know that when the principle of an orig 


was alſo vague, and nine times out of ten copied verbatim. 
As an inſtance of this, Mr. G. mentioned the Sedition Bill, whid 
was alſo introduced into the houſe as a meat of defence. TDA 


9 
: 


% 


fame complaint was then made againſt the original propoſition, 
which is now made apainſt this; — it was ald theo, os Ke ft ſaid 
now, that when the bil] came in, the object would be more defined, 
yet the ſect ion of that bill which is thought to infringe the liberty 
of the preſs, is as liable to miſconſtruction as the preſent reſolution. 
Gentlemen have admitted the validity of the objection which he 
had made to the want of preciſſou in this reſolution, yet they will 
not make it mere preciſe. We are told, ſaid he, that hen un in- 
dividua} earries on a negoeiation with a foreign government, it is 
an uſur pation of the Executive power, yet the word ufed is corre. 
d, and not negociate; and when they are told that what an 


but HI ſay our arguments are vague. If, faid Mr. G. as geutlemen 
«fort, there is what they call a French party in this country, and 
t is the object of this reſolution to prevent them from carrying on 
negociations with the Freneh republic for ſubverting the govern- 
ment, let them come forward openly on this ground, inſtead of 
producing a refolution perfectly vague and uncertain. - | 

As to the arguments of both gentlemen he was at a Jofs how to 
ſet about anſwering them ; for when, without paying any regard 
to fact, gentlemen deal boldly in affertion, it is very difficult to 
make them à reply. He was not furprized, that the gentleman 
from Seuth Carolina took the ground he did. The mover of this 
reſolution declared, in making it, he had no reference to a recent 
event; but the gentleman from South Carolina aſſerts that he did 
mean to refer to it; and he may certainly do fo, without running 
the riſk of being contradicted, as the houſe is at prefens unac- 
quainted with any facts relative to this bufineſs.- 80 far, Mr. G. 
ſaid, as he could eredit the reports and letters; which he had feen 


lately been taken by the French government, and which he had 
beard aſeribed to the agency of a certain gentleman lately in France, 


had referred; he did not believe any had been produced, It was 
2painſt the principle which he fpoke.} Mr. G. believed the gentle- 
man was rather at a loſs on this ſubje& ; for if much effect is af- 
cribed to the interferente of this individual, gentlemen get into the 
difficulty in which the gentleman from South Carolina ſeems to 
be, as it would then appear that peace might have been made by 


ground of ple. | \ 
ia The gentleman from South Carolina ſays it is incredible, that an 
individual, unknown twenty miles from Philadelphia, could effect a 
change in the meaſures of the French government, and that there- 
ore he muſt have received credentials from other perſons ; that he 


Tb vuſt have been the agent of a certain faction, and he goes on to ſay 


hat the French depended upon the force of that ſaction, which na- 
\ ; Fe | | I 
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unauthoriſed individual does cannot bind a vation, they are filent, 


printed in the newſpapers, it appeared that the meaſures which had 


had taken place before his arrival there. [Mr. Harper faid, he - 
did nor ſpeak of any effects produced by the ageney to which he 


dur Executive; and if no effect was produced, then there is no 


7 


18 CONGRESSIONAL 


torally led him to the converſation which he ſuppoſed this: * 


would uſe at Paris; ſuch as, © Your conduct has been impolitic ; you 
have alarmed the American Nation, and unleſs you meliorate your 
meaſures, your cauſe and our r will be e in one common 
ruin.“ 


apply to him and others who happen 10 differ with that gentleman 
on certain political ſubjects; he hoped bo thould be permitted to 
appeal from the deciſion of that gentleman ſo far as related to the 
views and motives of the party to which he was ſuppoſed to be. 
long. But he would certainly be jultified in taking for granted the 
conteſſion of that gentleman of the re] object of, his own party, 
It ſeemed then that in their don opinion, the only way by which 
the gentleman's party could overwhelm their oppoſers,” was, thro' 
the medium of a war + and the abject of this reſolution-was eyi- 
dently to raiſe a clamor about foreign affairs, and to connect what 
the gentleman is pleaſed to call the French Party in this country 
with the French Government; and the gentleman from South Car: 
olina deſerves credit for having ſhewn, by his. ons, that thjs 
was the intention of this propoſition. 

It is true ſaid Mr. G. that it would have 3 extremely IiMicolt 
for a certain party (whom he certainly would not call a fadion) to 
get a number of meaſures adopted, the the tendency, of which is.to 
cruſh all the reſt of the Nation who do not agree with them in 
opinion, except through the medium of a war. They know that 
even-a war could not be ſufficient, that the only way would be to 
eſtabliſh. an opinion that one half ot. the American people are in 
league with France, and ready to ſupport ber cauſe by force of 
arms. It was only by raifing ſuch a clamor in the country as this, 
that they could hope to get ſuch meaſures as the Alien and Sedition 
laws approved by the people of the United States; or to believe 
that a ſtanding army was neceſſary, not to repel an invaſion, but, 
as is now confeſſed, for the cruſhing of a faction at home, 

As to the aſſertion of gentlemen of the party to which he alluded, 
that the party in oppoſition to them had ſent a certain gentlemanto 
France, ſo long as they deal only in aſſertion, he ſuppoſed it uu. 
neceſſary to notice it. He believed the fact. not to be true. | He 
believed the individual, ſaid to have been ſent, went of his own ac 
cord. So far as his knowledge went, he knew i it to be a fact, He 
knew of no individual from whom be actions inſtruction. If there 
are ſuch, the gentleman from South-Carolina ought to bring then 
to view, initead of making general aſſertions, which can have 30 
object except to cahumniare certain individuals. 

in che courſe of his remarks, the gentleman from South Carolind 

though he could not fee how he connected his obſervation, mentions 
ed certain modern doctrines, to which he is not a convert, viz. that 
twenty or one hundred perſons may «ffemble, and exerciſe any all 
thority they pleaſe, &c. Mr. G. wiſhed to know by whom, & 
where, and at what time, this doctrine had been ſupported, Ti 


As the gentleman from South Carolina meant theſe remarks to 
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perſqns have thought they had a right to petition, if they were on- 
ly twenty in number, and to communicate with others for their co - 
operation, and to lay their petitions ſo framed before Congrels, he 
knew, but he did not conſider this as a mecern doctrine. There 
appeared to him to be two modern doctrines in the world, and to 
one of the two the gentleman from South Carolina appeared to be 
a diſciple. . In one country we have ſeen the doctrine ſupported 
of taking a part of the community for the ſovereign people, Wb 
have a right to dictate and goveru. How far theſe principles are 
now ſupported in any part of the globe, he would not ſay. But 
he would inſiſt that it never had been either advocated or ſupported - 
in this country. The other to which he ſuppoſed the gentleman a 
diſciple, is, that becauſe liberty has been abuſed, or under the 
name of liberty, licentiouſneſs and injuſtice have been practiſed in a 
part of Europe, the old maxims of liberty and republicaniſm, which 
laid the foundations of our conſtitutions and Governments, are to be 
laid aſide, at leaſt for a while. It is the doctrine of alarm; a doctripe 
which has been preached by gentlemen of great abilities in another 
country, and repeatedly re-echoed by the gentleman from South- 
Carolina on this floor. | | 


In ſome things, however, the gentleman from South-Caroliva is 


miſtaken in fact. He ſays the modern fyſtem of Europe, is to trans- 
fer all power from the regular authority, to mobs and demagogues, 


and though he draws no concluſious as applicable to this country, 
they naturally are, that all thoſe who are oppoſed to the extenſion 
of Executive authority here, are the mob, the demagogues, who 
are to derive power from its overthrow, This is not the fact. 
The preſent tem ſeems to be, to concentrate all power in the 
Executive, and ſupport that power by a military force. This ap- 
pears to be the conduct of France, to whom the gentleman me.nt 
to allude. But how it can beſuppoſed, ſaid Mr. G. that we, who 
vppoſe on every gccafion the undueenlargement of executive pow- 
er; who are not afraid that every act of an indiviqua] >. eee 
to the executive will overturn the government, thould be a 
of this ſyſtem, is extraordinary. | "on 

The gentleman alſo ſuppoſes that we ought not to bope to be 
more happy than Swifſerland or Holland, and that therefore it is 
as likely that a party ſhould” exiſt here willing and deſirous to 
overturn our Government, as that ſuch a party ſhould: have exiſtecl 
in thoſe countries. In order to have had his poſition correct, the 


gentleman ought to have ſhewn the fimilarity betwixt the fitua- 
tion of thoſe countries and this. Wirh reſpect to Holland, the 


gentleman maſt kaow that their old government was forced upon 
them by the armies of Pruſſia, ſo that every alluſion to that coun- 
try went to prove that both parties there, the Government and 


Republican parties, had called in foreign aid. Was that govern- 


ment forced upon them by conqueſt, and which a new conqueſt had 


overturned the Government of the choice of the people. He ought 


vocatces 
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alſo to have ſlie D that ay ĩncouſid er able part of the inhabiranzs of 
Swiſferland were excluſwely poſſeifed of hereditary 2 ang 
eonſoquently that thoſe who. were forever excluded from holding 
any office of honor or truſt, wowld not be ſatistied-nnder the de. 
privation. It was not farprifing therefore, that perſons thus ſitus- 
ted, ſhould have fought foreign aid to overtarn a ſyſtem by which 
they were oppreſſed. The democratic cantons however, which 
enjoyed equa] government, oppoſed invaſton with all thejy fores, 
and were conquered only by ſuperior foree, e 
Nr. G. ſald he had followed, perhaps not very properly, the 
gentleman from S. Carolina, through his various affertions. He 
ould have been glad to have avoided any inſinuations of party 
motives ; but if motions are laid upon the table, to bring about 
again and again declamations fych as have been heard, full of the 
groſſeſt infinuations, all he could fay was, that he wauld be ready 
to repel them. If it was the intention of gentlemen conſtantly ta have 
make it appear we are a divided people, he was not willing ro epo 


ſtand mute as a mark to be ſhot at. He would attack them, in his M 
turn, as to their motives and principles; he would carry war into day | 
their own territory, and oppoſe them on their own ground. upon 
F Fo \ ao 6:08 -4 © 1 Adjourned, take 


1 0 Friday, December 28. "FE . 

Mr. Otis reported a new bill for lay ing a ſtamp duty, inclading bad 
the amendments. Which was ordered to be printed, and copumit: Wl lutio 
ted to the whole bauſe for Monday. 3 8 

Mr. Griſwold's reſolution was again taken ap, wen 
Mr. Baldwin ſaid, that the uſages of the. hoyſe certainly admitted WM been 
of taking a queſtion on a general principle, in ſeveral different ſtages; ¶ ougt 
that it was very common for the moyer to call for the opinion of the ¶ « a 
houſe when he firft made his motion; that when a motion was made Ill (ea « 
in the form in which the gemileman had thought proper to ſubmit Wl mor 
the one now under conſideration, viz, © That a committee be ap- The 
pointed to enquire and report whether there be any propriety or Wl Is it 
neceſſity for ſuch. a law to be paſſed ;” he thought it a ſtage not ado} 
very favorable to the diſcuſſion of the general principle. 12 was 
pot prepared to ſay, that a committee might not, on inveſtigation, W fro; 
report facts and circumſtances which might render further proviſions Wl an i 
in thoſe laws neceſſary, He thought the motion very guarded ; W den 
that it left the ſubject as open as poſſible, and expreſled his wit WM tion 
that the committee might be ſuffered to be appointed. He ſaid it MW and 
had been repeatedly ſtated, and did not ſeem to be denied, that yet 
there might be caſes in war, or in imminent danger of war, in which W con 
individuals would find it indiſpenſible to the ſupport of themſelves onl. 
and families, or perhaps to their lives, to hold ſuch 3 correſpond- fror 
ence with a foreign power. Perſons might alſo be led as had been WW ſubf 
ſtated yeſterday, by religions impreſſions, or by other benevolent r. 
and honorable motives, to take ſuch meaſures to endeaveur to 
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avert the horrors of an impending war, and to prevent the effuſion 
of human blood. This has often been done, and bee attended 
with wonderful ſuoceſs. He did not for a moment ſuppoſe it poth- 
ble that a judicious. committee of that houſe could be appointed 
who would with to throw obſtructions in the way, or render crim- 
inal ſuch conduct. Inſtances of this kind, he ſaid, were preſented 
them in all hiſtory they have been the ſahjects of moſt exalted and 
unbounded applauſe; monuments and altars have been erected to 
pescemakers. Even the hiſtories of ſavage. nations. are not with- 
out ſuch inſtances. Individuals; at the riſk. of every thing, of life 
;rſclf, have gone out between contending tribes and armies, and 
been the inſtruments of reſtoring peace, and been rewarded with the 
bigheſt teſtimonies of reſpect aud veneration, from both parties. 

In this country, and in this age; he was ſure it could not be the 
Intention of any gentleman to diſcourage or defeat ſuch difpoſitions ; 
he was willing, at preſent, to accept the aſſurances which they 
have given, and let the ſuhjett go to a committee to examine and 
report. ö r r me, Wo " 
Mr. Otis obſerved, that when the preſent reſolution was yeſter · 
day before the houſe, he intended to have offered a few remarks 
upon it, but gave way on a motion to adjourn ; he would not now 
take up more of the time of the houſe than he ſhould have then oc» 
cupied, nor enlarge the obfervations which had then occurred to - 
him, as the ſentiments expreſſed by the gettleman- from Georgia 
had not varied the queſtion, He viewed the propriety of the reſo · 
lution as reſulting from the peculiar circumſtances'of the country, 
The inſults and outrages of the French Republic had compelled the 
United States to aſſume an attitude which in other countries had 
been uſually identified with war, and which im this country we 
ought to conſider for any thing that yet appeared to the-comrary; 
as a prelude to an open rupture, We have been obliged to arm by 
lea and land, to interdict commerce aud to authorize repriſals, in 
mort ro do all but agree upon the formulary of a declaration. F 
There could then be, he ſaid, but one queſtion before the houſe, } _ *© 
Is it right and expedient in this ſtate of approximation to war, to of, 
adopt every defenſive and cautionary meaſure that would be incum- 
bent upon us in an avowed and open (tate of war. If not, the 
ſtrongeſt: e argument would be furniſhed in favor of making 
an immediate declaratiou of war ; but if on the contrary prudence 
demanded and juſtified every precaution, which after ſuch a declara- 4 
tion would be-indifpenſible, we might ſtill exhibit our moderation 
and forbearance in preſerving our preſent relatidi It had never 
yet been doubted that in the event of an open war; # was not only 
competent to every nation, but a facred and neceſſdry duty, not 
only to reſtrain its citizens from paſſing over to the enemy, but 
from maintaining any correſpondence with him, eſpecially upon 
ſubjects of a political nature, and he could ſcarcely conceive of any 
r' * which would render ſuch reſtrictions Fife and politic in the 
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ontry, bet allo of Zuropeen countries, The objeft'vÞ the bil, lie 
Mr, K. Ie 6 prevent 2 certain miſchij6f, but the gentleman {lays Con- 
ereſs ought not to paſs laws on particular occaſions. If this princi- 
le hae? bens adhered to, our code would have been very ſmall. 
that all laws were produccd by particular occaſiont 
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leman from Georgi ; but he ſhould notwithſtanding take the libere 
of ſtaring that the oor ion which has called fot this. bill is 8 
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ntlemeij have taken, that an vidual has a right p interfere | 
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to be the parent of feripus miſchiefy to this . If _ this prin 
riple were quit it would 22 the ſybverfiep of all government ; for | 
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judigiary. ' Nay, he did not Ge why any number of people; who 
had formed an opinion from the debates which are pi — that 
this howle: was gt any time ating! contrary do the welfare of th 
country, Might not come ferwars in a bogy, or iediyzduak, vnd Rate 
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eſt kind, and ought to be provided, againlt. by a ſtatue law 0. 
the government; not for the ſake of puniſhing individuals, bot i 
order to ſecure the government. $ 
. Genilemen oppoled to this bill have not all taken the ſame 
ground of oppoſit ion. Some have admitted the principles upet 
which it is founded to be good, but that it covers too much ground 
What ſaid Mr: B is this bil? He thought it could not be read by nn 
impartial individual who could doubt as to its. object, or the mi- 
chief to be prevented. Here is a government, and there à variety 
of European governments. This law does not relate to any pet. 
ticular one. It propoſes to puniſſi any perſon who ſhall interferein 
any controverſy or diſpute betwixt this government and any of those 
foreign governments: But pentlemen have Rated a variety of ind 
vidual cafes as coming within the compaſs of this bill, which an 
by no means be ſo conſidered. Suppoſe ſaid Mr. B. an individid 
has loſt his veſſel, aud goes to a foreign government to recover it, 
what connection can this be ſuppoſed to have with any diſpute be. 
tween the two countries? Certainly none; the individual ſuffertr 
goes to ſeek redreſs for himſelf, or ſome Peron by whom he is en. 
ployed, and has no connection with any diſpute of a national Kind. 
But in the courſe of the remarks which have been made on this 
bill gentlemen have not confined themſelyes to the bill itfelf, but 
have gone into a conſideration of the general policy of the govern: 
ment. The gentleman from Virginia yeſterday. (Mr. Nicholas) 
ſtated that a courſe of proceedings had been adopted by a majority 
in this houſe, the effect of which had produced a large army; a us 
vy, and conſiderable taxation. He ſuppoſed this ſyſtem wrong, as 
it led to war; but he believed it was a ſyſtem which pleaſed. cer- 
rain gegtlemen, and to ſupport this idea (with how much proprie- 
ty he would not ſay) be had introduced ſome lines from à poetial 
work, & production of the ſtate from hence he came. The object 
of this was to ſhew that gentlemen oppoſed to him in opinion bid 
been the aiders and abetters of government to pröduce a war. 
Theſe are ideas of extenſive operation, ſaid Mr; B. and involve ve. 
ry ſeriaus charges againſt the meaſures of government. For is 
own part; he did not think that thoſe gentlemen who are in the 
habit of ſupporting all the meaſures of government, ought to be de 
nominated a party; thoſe only who oppoſe ſuch meaſũres deſerve 
that appellation—eſpecially in all free governments. The gentle 
man from Georgia has, indeed, ſtated this government as in its in- 
fancy, as making experiment, and that no ill effects need be appre- 
eiided-from them. He could not himſelf reſt thus ſatisfied. * 
Much, Mr. B. obſer ved, had been ſaid in favor of peace, that it 
7s all defirable, and that war involves every calamity. Theſe art 
topics"'oh-which we may declaim, and about which à great deal 
may be ſaid 3 but he did not believe the friends of government had 
been contending for war, as ſuch: - He believed, on the contrary; 
that their object had been for peace That peace which 'cauld be 
F 331 ET: $9 RO ©. e 7 $1) Se ON ITS OR 
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k pad upon 4 ſolid foundation. He was convinced-that a peace f vg 
1 this kind has been and fill ts the W of 10h government, aud V | 
"WH (hit we westbres which hate been adopted, notwithſtanding what * 

L has been aid to the contrary, have been calculated to procure it. 1 | i 
1 What, exclaimed Mr. B. would have been the ſituation of this =_ 
0 country, had oppoſite meaſures to thoſe yhich have been adopted, | { 
been purſued, and we had now, agreeably to the wilhies of the gen- 
* tleman from Virginia, neither army nor navy ? He left the reflec- | 1 
in tion bf every gentleman's own mind to make a reply. It would be A | 
ifs readily allowed that the preſent ſituation of Europe had changed, . 
. in ſome degree, the ſtate of things here. An invaſion of our coun- 3 
try may not be attempted at ſo early a period as was forinerly ex- a © 
u pected. With reſpect to our navy, however, Mr. B. believed, if | 1 
r had not been for it, the whole of our commerce would, before 1 
be. now, have been cut up by the roots, our veſſels would have been 4 
rer taken out of our harbors, and our towns reduced to aſhes, There Wo 
mM was nothing at leaſt, to have prevented this from being the caſe, - 1 
1 and we know ſufficient, faid he, of the hoſtile diſpoſition of the en:. Wb 
$1 WW cy, to lead us to believe that this would have been the. caſe "nn 
bat Happily for this country, continued Mr. B. the courſe defired by Wu | 
che gentleman from Virginia has not been purſued, We have been 1 
placed on a different ground. © The meaſures which have been tak" ._ 
rity WY ken have been defenſive, aud calculated to cut off all communication 9 
m. vith the nation from whom we have received fo much injury; but 71 
W all our meaſures, ſaid he, will be in'vain, if the door © propoſed -to 33 
cer. be cloſed by this bili is left open. Of what * avail will it be that Fi 
nie our commercial intercourſe is curioff, if individuals are permitted 1 
ical to hold an intercourſe ef a far more dangerous kind? S0. far from 1 
jet dbis bill being unneceſſary,” therefore, it is abſolutely eflential te = 
had WY follow up our ſyſtem of defence. Indeed, this is a part of our de- 1 
ir, WY fence Wich is above all others neceſſary, as it will defend us againſt * 
foreign intrigue, againſt what has already brought upon this country _ 
great calamities, and involved many others in irretrievable ruin. eg 
This crime, ſaid Mr. B. is of all others of the deepeſt die; an in- » 
dividual may commit murder, and deſerve puniſhment, but his crime 1 
may affect only a ſmall number of perſons; but the evil of an of- Ws 
fence of this kind is, that it involves a whole nation, and puts at ha- bY 
zard every thing which we hold deen. 41 
Mr. B. eoneluded by ſay ing, that this was an extraordinary caſe, 18 
$ that few individuals would ever be found to embark in ſuch a buſt- 9 
at ti neſs; but as what occurred might again occur, he hoped a puniſh- 1 
- art ment would be provided for the offene. 4 j ; 
deal Mr. Rutledge obſerved, that the gentleman from Georgia who. 'T 


t had his morning opened the debate, in charging the friends of the pre- 

rar), ſent bill with legiſlating upon the <<Feurnſtances of the day, : had J 

14 be deen ſo candid as to allow Hf practice ,was not peculiar 10 this 
aembly; and would he add, that legiſlating upon cireumſtances as | 
they aroſe, was coeval with the ſcience of legiſlation? The gentle. , 
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man from Georgia very well knows that it is the buſinbſs of 
ernment to mark a0d corre abuſes as they occur, and that Fang 
thing had ever ariſen to diſturb the barmony of ſociety, there won 
have been no' occaſion for codes of juriſprudence. If the tranquility 
of America had not been interrupted, and ſhe had not been menaced 
with war, we ſhould not have paſſed Sedition and Alien laws, and 
other laws which had been dictated by the citcumſtances of the 
times: they called impetiouſly for thoſe laws, which would unt 
have been projected in ordinary times, and they now require a lay 
like that under conſideration. The gentleman froth Georgia had 
entertained the Houſe with a long and learned diſſertation upon par 
ties, and declared the advocates of the bill could not ſeriouſiy be 
lieve that any members of this houſe were capable of carrying their 
oppoſition to the government ſo far as to endanger the independ- 
ency of this country; he treated all that had been ſaid upon his 
pn. as mere chimeras; as the offspring of lively imaginations, 
and aſſerted that we could not believe the oppoſition meant tg 
bring ruin upon a country in whoſe welfare they are as much in- 
. of as we are by the cireumſtances-of birth and wealth, and 
ether equally weighty conſiderations. To theſe obſeryations' he 
would give a ſhort anſwer; it was, that the oppoſition in this 
country is ſo analogous to the oppoſition parties in other countries, 
that he could eaſily ſuppoſe they would act here as the oppoſitiont 
had in Heltand, Switzerland, Ireland, and other countries, where 
there had exiſted oppoſition parties, and where they had conffizured 
a very conſiderable mean in ſubverting the liberties of their re 
ſpective countries, Thoſe parties every where began with reform, 
and every where ended with ruin; their zeal had far ſurpaſſed their 
wiſdom, and had carried them lengths which originally they never 
contemplated going. This fact has been fully illuſtrated in an in 
terrſting publication, which had been dedicated to u. diſtinguiſbel 
member of this houſe, (Mr. Gallatin) aud in which the _ writer, 
ſpeaking of the misfortunes of his country, which Fog having bees 
one of the moſt free in Europe, had become à department ef 
France, ſays, Stop where you are; recollect the fate of dur chm, 
mon country, Geneva, and do not put at hazard the liberties of A 
merica: like you I oppoſed the adminiſtration of my coustry 
zeal to reform carried me all length in deſtroyiag, and 1 live a wan, 
dering exile to mourn over the ruins of a goverument which I ai 
to deſtroy, and which originally I meant tg reform.“ 
ln the hiſtory of Geneva, gentlemen would ſee how the 
There to the adminiſtration of the government had been led inte the 
revolutionary road by the delufive lights which are held ont from 
the new fangled philoſophy of the times, and which a gentlemas 
trom Virginia yeſterday acknowledged an acquieſcence in, when bt 
faid, „we are contending for the rights of man.“ If gentleses 
are not ſatisfied by referring to Geneva, he entreated them to 100% 

* Ireland, and eontemplate how the oppolitivu there (compoſed « 
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gerſons. who had much to attach them to the preſervation of good 
order) bad been carried by their miſdirected zeal, and ſpirit of 
party, from plans of very limited reforms to open war againſt their 
country. They had on all cecahons deflared, that their only ob- 
ject was a-roeruls of the grievances of t 
z parliamentary reform was originally all they talked of; they 
ſolemnly proteſted. they would not in any event go beyond that 


ted for attempting theſe meaſures; of referm (as they declared) took 


vis, who bad been loud in their profeſſions of loyatty, have lately 
deen conducting French fleets and French armies to their native 
ſhores z we find them combined with a foreign force for the pur: 


meant. to reform. 


Mr. K. ſaid, the preſens bill appeared to bim io vnobje&ionable, 


nuity of the gentleman from Pennſylvanis had not ſuggeſted an a- 
mendment which now formed the ground of oppoſition, Ihe gen- 
tleman from Georgia had laid firſt hold of it, and ſaid that legiſla. 
his ting upon 2 particular caſe would produce inconvenience in all oth- 
es, er caſes, to ſhew this, he had ſaid, that if the exceptions contende 

ons Wl for, were not introduced into the bill, perſons trading with the 
ere WY Iadiaus might be liable to its penalties ; be was much ſurprized by 
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ted Wl this objection coming from the gentleman from Georgia, for be very 


revell knew by communications from the war-office, made to a, com- 
cm, WT mittee of which be. was a member, that Indian traders who had 
heir pane into the Indian country, under pretence of ſelling goods, had 

een in reality employed by a foreign nation for the purpoſe of as 
\ in WY lienating rhe, affections of certain tribes from the United States 
ed BY He allowed this bill might interfere with perſons going among the 
ret, WI Indians, but it would be a ſalutary interference, and tend to prey 
een Wl ſerve the peace ant promote the welfare of our weſtern citizens. 
t of WI 6 gentleman from Maryland (Gen. Smith) ſaid be could not vote 
bm for the bill without the exceptions propofed;. that without them uo 
f A» WY individual would be ſafe in attempting to recover his property 
which had been detained in France, and that if the French ſhould 
de diſpoſed to make overtures of peace, they could not, if the bill 
paſſed, be received by any American in France, not even by our 
Conſul General. The gentleman from Maryland had been to 
every profeſſional gentleman who had ſpoken on this ſubject, that 
the caſes he adyerted to, would never be conſidered as coming 
within the meening of This law—he alſo knew: there were laws on 
the ſubje& which would not be repealed by the bill, and which af- 


he very well knew that the act would ſtill be in force which pro- 
rides for the proſecution of the claims of American citizens in the 


catholics and diſfenters; 


meaſure : we God, however, that theſe perſons. after having aflocia- 
up arms againſt their country ; we find that felf denominared Patri- 


poſe of annihilating the government, which originally they only 


zat he could not ſuppoſe it would have been oppoſed, if the inge - 


ford ample means of rellef in all ſuch caſes as be had mentioned— 


Admiralty courts of axy of tht belligerent Sowers, . With. reſpeRt N 


7 


Conſal General did poſſeſs powers to negotiate with France, he 


or too weak to defire an attainable and good peace, ſhould deter. 


30 .- - - CONGRESSIONAL. 
to our Conſul at Paris, the gentleman from Maryland muſt knoy 


gentleman who is our Conſul at Paris. Mr. R. faid, there is 
point of view, from which if gentlemen would look at the - exciy. 


vague, incorrect, and diflimilar to our other penal Jaws, that he con- 
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that he is no diplomatic character, and that he poſleſſes 59 
treaty powers whatever. Mr. R. ſaid, he would be ſorry if o 


certainly ſhould not expect an advantageous negotiation from the 


tions, it would be impoſſible for them to approve them; they would 
ſee in them a cloak large enough to cover the moſt miſchievous de 
ſigus.—If all the malcontents in America were to aflemble by then 
delegates in Congreſs, and believing the adminiſtration too wicked 


mine to ſend an Envoy to Paris, what would be their inſtructiom 
to him? they would charge him to aſk for the reſtoration of our 
ſtolen property, for the releaſe of our ſeamen, and every other thi 

which the exceptions of the gentleman from Pennſylvania woul 
permit, they, in fact covering all the points now at iſſue between 
the two countries, Mr, R. declared, he believed the bill would be 
highly miſchievous, if amended as propoſed by the other ſide of the 
houſe, and ſhewed that in all well conſtituted governments it is 4 
fundamental principle, that the government ſhould poſſeſs excl. 
ſively the power of carrying on foreign negotiations. 
Mr. Gallatin. objected to this bill, becauſe under the pretence of 
puniſhing certain offences which ought to be puniſhed, it is expreſſel 
in ſo general a manner as to include a number of acts, which ought 
not to be puniſhed ; becauſe it is drawn in the loofeſt manner poſh 
ble; and wants that preciſion and correctneſs which ought alwayi 
to characterize a penal law. The words “ any citizen who Thall 
directly or indirectly commence or carry on any verbal or Written 
correſpondence or interference or intercourſe with any foreign go- 
vernment, or any officer or agent thereof, relating to any diſpute; 
or controverſy between any foreign government and the U. States, 
with intent to influence the meaſures or conduct of the government 
having diſputes or controverſies with the United States ; or ſhall 
counſel, adviſe, aid-or aſſiſt, in any ſuch correſpondence,” are ſo 


fidered it his daty to vote againſt this bill, efpecially when amend- de pur 
ments which have been propoſed to remedy theſe defects, have been foreigi 
rejected, without attempting, if they were objectiouable, to make , Vet 


them leſs fo, and when the friends of the bill as reported, refule ought 


ed on 

ed to | 
ther d 
deſcriq 
can ar; 
favor, 


But 


to go again into a committee of the whole to ſee if it cannot be 
amended. '\ + © 7 ERIC... 
| Before he went into the nature of the bill, he would'fay a few: 
words on the principles in general. What are they ? Are they 
founded on the ground that it is proper to puniſh an individual 
who ſhall aſſume that power to negotiate with. a foreign government, 
power that is placed alone in the executive 5 It is'worthy of remark, 
that neither the word aſſumption of power, nor the word negotis- 
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bed, is not to enter into a negotiation with a foreign power, with 


bill, and they uſe another kind when they come to advocate it, Can 


er veſted in the executive to act in the name of the nation, and 
to bind the nation ? The idea is ridiculous and abſurd in itſelf : the 
moſt ſo of any that ever entered into the head of man. Let an in- 
dividu& go and draw a ſketch of a treaty ;, will that be an aſſump- 
tion of power ? No; to aſſume a power they muſt carry it into effect. 
To draw a ſketch of this Kind, would be no more an aſſumption of 


may be adopted by the government, which might be ſaid to be dic. 
tating to the government, as to what was proper to be done. 
1 It bas been ſaid, that if individuals are not prohibited in the man- 
ner propoſed by this bill, they will next take upon them the execu- 
tive, legiſlative and judiciary powers that men will lay their opin- 


S8 3 A. YT - ; 


— 
— 


1 duals, ſaid Mr. G. are continually giving us their opinions, and pre- 
Fe viouſly. aſſemble for the purpoſe of colleRing and putting them in 

| form. Have gentlemen forgotten that whilſt the Britiſh treaty was 
* ©» BY under conſideration, town meetings were held from one end of the 
cl United States to the other, and that crowds of petitions were pre- 

| ſented to this houſe telling us we muſt acquieſce in the treaty, But 
of no one ever thought that the doing of this was an aſſumption of 
el I power, but merely, the ex preſſion of an opinion ; and, in the ſame 
ght manner, it is in the power of an individual to ſketch a treaty, and 


ll BY gay it is ſuch an one as he could wiſh to ſee adopted by this country 
on WY nd France, An indiyidual would be juſtified in publiſhing thi 


ketch of a treaty, and in ſending it to France, through the medium _ 


og the pros OE os Ee ant ets ig * 
go- What, ſaid Mr. G. is the act rendered criminal by this bill ? It is 
ute the commiſſion of an att which might either defeat or change the 
tes, WJ meaſures of our own government, This would be an uſurpatian of 
zent the executive authority; if an individual were to give an opinion 
hall to the executive on the proper way of acting in any particular caſe, 
ſome gentlemen might think (though he did not) that it would be 


con- m attempt to influence the executive authority; but the offence to 
end: be puniſhed by this bill, is not for having influenced our own, but a 
res,, ß OTIS nn 32, 
Ake Yet, Mr. G. allowed, that this bill does include offences which 
foſe ought to be puniſhed, becauſe ſuch a correſpondence might be carri- 


ed to have the crime defined, The words uſed in this bill are nei- 
ther deſcriptive of an uſurpation of the executive authority, nor 


can ariſe from any perſon influencing a foreign government in our 
favor, Vet this is propoſed to be puniſhed by this bill, - 


» 


. * as * — 
1 g 7 
8 D * I * . 1 * — * 
* BY - : 
- * ©5 


ion, appear in the bill now on the table. The crime there deſcri- 


an intent to uſurp, or to aſſume, the powers veſted in the executive 
authority, Gentlemen have made uſe of one ſet of expreſſions in the 


an individual, who derives no power from the executive, aſſume a 


power, than the drawing of a petition praying that certain meaſures 


jons before us, and by that means oyerſet the govermnent. Indivi. 


ed on with a foreign government as might be criminal; but he wiſh. 


deſcriptive of an act criminal in itſelf; becauſe, ſaid he, no miſchief 


As 
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But gentlemen (ay chere is no danger, the courts will undoubtedly Tl 


— 


take care not to puniſh—whom ? Not thoſe who aft without bad in 
tention, but whom they pleaſe, That js to ſay, obſerved Mr. 6, 


| nvolye a man applying for a reſtoration of his own property, or the 


— 
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we muſt paſs a ſort of general hill, glving merely authority to the 
courts without defining how it is to be applied, and leave them (© 
niſh, or not puniſh, as they judge proper; to explain and definy 
lte taw as they pleaſe ; or, in other Ant ty our government is to by 
come a government not of lam, but of men! We 
Zut gentlemen fay, no court will render ſuch 3 decifion ug 


roperty of any one by whom he may have been emplo Why 
a. ſaid Mr. G. have we for this? Is it hot true, that x 
man thus applying for his own property, or that of- another, mul 
neceſſarily enter into the fubje&@ of diſpute between the two coun 
tries ? Has it not been declared, that the identical caſes ſtated in the 
amendment which he had propaſed, if taken in the aggregate, would 
ronſtitute the whole matters of difpute betwixe France and thi 
country ? It had been ſo declared, though he believed omen 
were miſtaken, as, on enquiry, it wilt be found there are ether ch. 
jets of diſpute betwixt the two governments. But taking the mat 
ter upon the ground on which gentlemen place it. © IH the memor| 
al lately preſented to the Council of Five Hundred by certain By 
ropean merchants (t which he had already referred} the applies 
tion is ly made with a view of changing the meafares of thy 
French Government, Yet the gentleman from 8. Carolina has aid 
that the prefenting of ſuch a memorial by an Ameriean citi 
would not be criminal, Mr. G. could not reconcile this bill 
aſſertions of this kind, Will that gentleman tel! me, faid he, that 
a court ſhall ſo conſtrue this law, without any exception ' being a 
nexed to it, as to exclyde cafes of this fort To tell me that all th 
is underſtood, is'a doctrine which I cannot comprehend: I do ng 
wiſh to ane pes the courts; { wiſh the law itſalf to define what 
are the ſpecific caſes upon which it ig to aft, that it may be dewy 
82 what it may be criminal to do and may be dens inno 
gently, | ut ee, a” 

Bur the gentleman from Sogth Carolina went farther.” - He . 

ted that if he were in France, he would nor heſitate to hold conver 
farion with Mr. Talleyrand.; that he hold not fcruple xo tell big 
freely and plainly bis opinion of the meaſures of E ane toward 
thus country; nor ſhoyſd he be afraid of falling under the lam d 

is law, from having held-fuch a converſation, What does this 
ſaid Mr. G. einqunt to, connacted with What had beep fad abodt 
the exiſtence of a dangerous combination of mene French party 
in this country, and other expreſſions of the ſame jwport ; 
it not mean that the law is to attach to a certain deſcription of may 
and nor to others? According te the manner in which our cou 
gre formed, our juries ſummaned, aud other cirgumitances, the g- 
tlemin from South Carolina thinks he is ſafe, the conrts will pu. 
tect him. Yes, he may act as he pleaſes with jmopyaity. - H a hs 
is » feder liſt, de will be Innoggny ; but if he is an antivfederglilk. be 


will be guilty. (Mr. Harper denied having faid any fuch thing 


. 


| PROCEEDINGS. „ 


and reptated what he had ſaid.] Mr. G. obſerved, he did not 
charge the gentleman with making the inferences which he has 
himſelf madd; but the facts which he had now repeated are the ſame 
as he had ſtated them to be, and he thought the concluſiona which 
he (Mr. G.) had put upon them are perfectly natural. | 
But we are told, faid Mr. G. that at all events, it is neceſſary to 
have 3 bill of this general nature; for if any exceptions whatever 
are made, a man might, under colour of theſe exceptions, carry on 
a criminal cofreſpondence. This, ſaid he, is the moſt extraor dina- 
ry ground for Tegiflation that could be advanced. To puniſh men, ' 
not for what they do, but . becauſe in doing ſomething which is 
right, they may Have done ſomething wrong. Yer gentlemen al. 
low that theſe caſes are not to be inſerted, becauſe it is neceſſar y to 
cut the evil up by the root. If this argument is good, it would 
be neceflary to cut off all correſpondence whatever, and yet tliey_ 
allow that ſome correſpondence may ſtill be carried on, notwith- 


ſtanding this bill. IN Wor Sp or tots ; 
Again, nothing is ſaid, as he before ſtated, reſpecting negotiation, 
or an uſurpation of executive power; ſo that an individual might 
go to England, and reſide- there, might negotiate and form new 
connections, and might be encouraged and ſupported in his career 
by the government of that country, and in doing every thing that 
he could do to change the ſituation of the two gevertments, Mr. 
concluded. therefore, that this bill will not auſwer the end pro- 
poſed ; ſinte it will not puniſh all the crimes which may come un- 
der what is called uſurpations of the executive authority ; but will 
in one quarter puniſh with unheard of ſeverity, and in another leave 
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matters as they are. 5 | 2 50 

yhat But the houſe is told that the particular ſituation of the country 
ary WY calls for the act. In the frit place, ſaid Mr. G. allowing the dan- 
me WY ger to exiſt ; and alluding to the tranſaction which had lately taken 

Hl place, allow that ſuch a miſſion, as it is called by fome, and a vol- 

"Ae votary voyage by others, and ſuppoſe the French think they have a 
wer BY party here in their favor. From what cauſe, ſaid Mr. G. do they 
high dclicve this? He ſhould ſuppoſe, becauſe there is a party here, who 
r re making perpetual declamations to this effect on this floor, aud 
h a becauſe moſt of the on the continent teem with ſimilar jn- 
this finuations,” But it is not a little remarkable, continued Mr. G. 
hol BY that when a certain State Paper was read to the houſe yeſterday 
peril by the gentleman from South Carolina, the crime appeared to be, 


that the writer had attempted to ſhew the French government that 
they have no perty here. Gentlemen think it perfectly innocent 

in themſelves to invite further aggreſſious, nay an invaſion, by aſ- 
furing France-that they have à party here ready to receive them, 
and they hold it up as a crime, that an individual ffiould have 
ſpoken of the unanimity of the people, and their determination to 
rally round their * the attacks of any foreigu na- 


E 


n 
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tion whatever ; ang-think the, writer of ach, 3 napgr 9ught.. to; be 


- Again, the houſe h. hopy ra] in 4, general, way, not. per 
iy Jy, connected. with e chat after. our government. by 
ailed in | 

L FARCE, an. ipdiyidy; l 5 05 Is ſent | pole 
a et a peace, with th, | d dded be 
froſt to F owing 


3 42 


65 he tienten of the country. If the gentleman, allyded. to, 
a 


ave produced a change in che meaſuxes F that, government; by 
rather ſtren N iouing the, Gme Iige of. condud 
had heretofore purſued. It is only by tell 


a diſhonorable treaty, that any effect ccd poſſibly, be. producel 
Mr. G. did not know that any ſuch Finn produced, bj 
e gentleman from Delaware mentioned another effect that 
conceived might be highly dangerous, which was that an indiyj 
might offer terms of peace to a oreign government which it might 
be willing to accept, which when they come. to be publiſhes in thi 
country, would appear fo reaſonable to the people, that the refull 
of them on the part of our government might have ths effekt to de- 
ſtroy the popularity of the government, Mr. G. ſaid, at leaſt then 
was candor in a ſuppoſition of this Kind. He believed this 


might 
| way high offence to a government, But, upon what group does 

vs argument go? That the government does not wiſh t of 
ſuch terms of accommodation as would be agteeable to the people 
at large. Mr. G. did not believe this. He did not think our gov- 
ernment would reje terms of peace which would be popular thio' 
out the Union, He believed the government and — entertain 
the ſame opinion on this point, viz. that whenever a"peace can be 
made with ſafety, on juſt and honorable'terms, it ought to be made, 


And therefore if any individual could, by any argument, or wende 
— create ſuch a change in the meaſures: of t government ol 
rance, as to prevail upon them to offer ſuch terms of peice a 


would be acceptable, it could not be an offence, nor could it defeat 
the weaſures of our government, unleſs hen their meaſures wen 


inimical to a peace of any kind, 8 
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Agaid it en ſaid that a coral on e to be per- der 
mitted, becauſe individuals 1 mi ight fe and deſame 871 2 governme . 
This, Mr. G. faid, Was q making, this cond 4 ein of. the ih lt: 
tion att. He ſuppoled that lay Haq 1 ad. e rough, 
ilemen would have been. ſatisH ed wth 55 ing any, 55 ſon +4 
4 write publith, or utter any to defame our government, 

He thought this went für enough ; Mary, Oy. bill 115 ths  poin of 1 

2068 4 ſtep Farther, as it ett lpeaking : for it Jorb 17 20 Pics 
written corretbondence, and p opoles 5 Neid lt perſons wan 
Mall counſel 1 le, fe, aid or aſh — how ? n any manner, whateve 


A fey bi ropt by chance would be ſu icient to incur the pe 
ty of this! 

Ur G. laid, he G0 not. go into the details of w what may be 
object bf this in, nat that he was afraid to do i it, He had 25 


ay 1 chat de believed it.to be intended to woe, , Cl again 

5. certain perfons in the United States, fepreſentinz ih em as Ling WI 

* ling to ſacrifice wo intere s of this country to 4 her, and as hav 

. ing entered 1808 crimina! correſpondence wit NEON ran No ono 

0 ah be N a loſs 43 to the real ohje® of the bill, ad been 10 
O 


uniſh oily correl oridenicies of a criminal 154. as. Ao 1 4 
Fo Delaware ha ſtated, A different Kind of bill wou d 15 
pro oled, and 2 A bill which might be interpreted t to mean 2285 


thi nothir 5 
8304 Ea be Lon e this port 9 of the ſubje — 


But, Mr.'G. 
tome 10 the tranf48ond which appear to have | given nile to this bil. 
The gentleman from 8. Carolina (Mr. Harper 4. lterday N 
with the ght of a A 1 ſtate . ieh from the ityle.o 15 
appeared 15 have been delivered to 94. miniſter of fereign. Teton 
in France; by n gentleman who lacely left his home and viſued that 
country, The gentleman told the Woke that he had been * 
obtain Ahe by ur ing f {ome of thoſe Is of a conſpirac' 0 
haſt year he * A the hoüle he polleſſed 3 a knowledg e 25 an theo 
he meant t6 make of this paper was to ſhew $A nec flity of 425 
this law. The gentleman then ſtated, that the memorial pre 725 
by certain Eutopeun merchatits to the French. cougcil, Hog Fad 
hive come within this law af the fame time that be declared. tl 
this memorial did come within it, Nu he wou Id af, .w Au , 
ff our courii were to give the fame coloring to every v fence pxrole 
tited under this at, that the | entleman from South | jarolina | ha 
given to this paper, whether any condutt could be expe ed to ay 
condemnation ans 

Bur, faid Mr, G. as we bave been told chat it is from this 18 
hit the public is to learn What the views of the ane: . 5 = 


poftioh patty are, Tet us examine, what they are. Ile woul 
read the Whole bf this paper, as the gentleman himſelf had r 
ind it had this morning appeared in in one of the 1 of this city. 
Ih the ffrft place, ſaid Mr. G. it does not come = he Rape of of a ner 
| _ f ſpeaks not of any Nipulations or terms on which s 
Ty might 7 to de be made N Fit ſtates only .thole ſteps hie! 
cb neteſfar 195 in order to the © opening. * ; 
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ation with the government of this country. What are thoſe ſteps ? 
That an embargo ſhould be raiſed, and that a\miniſter ſhould be fem 
to this country with liberal inſtiuctions. Thefe objeRts ſaid Mr. G 


could never form part of the terms of a trea:y,but would be neceſſy he 
ry conſequence, or the neceſſaty preliminary of any treaty. Befolt \ 
avy treaty could be negotiated, negotiators muſt be appointed... pap 


| W hatever treaty might be concluded, veſſels that were only embar. 
| d, and ſeamen that were impriſoned, would neceſſarily be releal. 
ed as a conſequence of that treaty, Aud thetefore the ſteps props. 
| ſed by the writer of this memorial might tender a negotiation prafii 
[ cable, but could not even be the objects of negotiation, and yet thele 
| are the parts which the gentletnan from S. Carolina has. produced to 
ſhew that the writer of this paper ought to be puniſhed, as interfer, 
ing with the executive authority, Yet this paper is adduced to 
K. ſhew the neceſſity of paſling this law; though the ſame gentleman 
ack :ow!edges the memorial of the European merchants, before al, 
lauded to, was not criminal, though the objeft of it was to effeR&q 
change in ſeveral of the meaſures of that government with reſpebt 
to neutral property (Mr. G. read an extraft from it, ſhewing that 
- ab they aſked for a modification of the decree reſpeRing role de equi 
| page. and for a tepeal of the decree which renders yeſlels ſubjett to 
| capture for having Britiſh merchandize on board. which they late 
| no nation ought to ſubmit to.] Was not ghis, ſaid Mr, G. an at 
. tempt to influence the meaſures of government ? He ſubmitted to 
| the houſe whether it was not more calculated to do this, than what 
| 
l 


was called the memorial of the American Envoy, . 
| It appeared to Mr. G. that the gentleman from S. Carolina had 
*K committed a miſtake in bringing this paper before the houſe. It 
; would be recolletted that when this ſubjett was firſt under debate, 
the gentleman had declaimed very handlomely on the occaſjon, and 
Ip in a manner, indeed very difficult to be anſwered, The reaſon wa, 
j that at that time he had produced no document in ſupport of his al. 
| ſertions, but had made his own fats, and thence had drawn his con- 
cluſions, When that gentleman gave his affertions for fats, you 
could indeed deny his aſſertions, but then he might at leaſt draw 


them in ſuch a manner, that if granted, his concluſions muſt fallow, M. 
i But on this occafion he had been imprutent enough to read a paper Wl thing 
inſtead of making aſſertions, and he had not acquiited himleif quite ¶ writt 


ſo well as formerly. Every gentleman muſt have ſeen the embar 
* raſſment which he was in yeſterday in his endeavors to give thit 
| coloring to the paper which he wiſhed it to bear. On the formet 
| + occaſion. though he liked not the manner in which he had diſcuſſes 
þ tze ſubject. Mr. G. gave him credit for the ingenuity of his hat 
| rangue. No rerfor could then call his ſtatements in queſtion, but 
1 now the matter is different, and he has produced a paper, 

q He thought the ee had made another ſmall miſtake. On 


| p # former occaſion he declared it to be his opinion that it was time 

| do act on this (ubjeft on account of the tranſactions which had late for hi 
. ly taken place, and went on to give his reaſons why he believed tht thing 
| gentleman alluded to was the envoy of à party, All this was vel beer it 
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well, ſo as he produced no, paper. But what has the leman 
wok 2 Hoe has brought à paper, and that paper is 1214 70 have 
been delivered to the Miniſter of foreign relations, by an individual 
who has lately left his home to viſit France, . oath 
When the e from S. Carolina was about to read this 
paper, he Was aſked by whom it was ſigned? He anſwered he was 
prevented from laying by whom it was ſigned, Mr. G. ſaid, he 
would be more ic than that gentleman had been; as be profeſ- 
ſed to have nothing to do with intrigues or conſpirators, and had 
no ſecret. threads by which to obtain information, he felt no relue- 
tance in communicating to the houſe what had come to his knowl. 
edge this moi ning. A gentleman by the name of Dr, Logan, who 
he believed was the writer of a letter which appeated the other day 
in the papers, callod at his lodgings; about half paſt ten o'clock, and 
ſaid, that having heard of a memorial, which had been read by Mr, 
| Harper yeſterday, as preſented by him to the French Miniſter ; he 
muſt declare thai he was not the writer of that memorial, and that 
he had not prefented it, nor any other to the French Miniſter ; th 
he had however ſeen that paper for it had been put into his han 
by Mr. Codman, from Maſſachuſetts, (now refiding in Paris) for 
the purpoſe of preſenting it as from himſelf ; but that he had declin- 
ed doing it, and returned it in a few days after to Mr, Codman, In 
what manner this memorial came to this country, Mr. G. could not 
tell, or how the zentleman from S, Carolina got poſſeſſion of it. 
Though the gentleman did not ſay it was written by Dr. Logan, ev - 
ery one who heard him believed it was written and preſented by 
him. He ſeemed to wiſh this particularly to be believed, and laid 
great ſtreſs on the word we, to ſhew that Dr. L. was acting in tho 
name of a party. Mr. G. ſuppoſed when Mr. Codman wrote this 
paper; although it was with an intention of having it preſence by 
r, Logan, yet he forgot that circumſtance in a part of the paper, 
and could not help thinking of his own ſituation and that of others 
in France, ſo that the word we inſtead of meaning Dr. L's aſſociates 


and conſtituents, turns out to mean the American merchants reſiding ER 


Mr. G. would not pretend to ſay. that Dr. Logan bad done no- 
thing wrong in going to Europe, but he would ſay, that if he had 
written and preſented that memorial, that he had done nothing cri- 
minal, though he did not like ſome. parts of it. He had, however, 
ated that Dr. L. did neither draw nor preſent it. He hoped, When 
the gentleman from S. Carolina produced-any more of his threads of 
consptracy, he would let the houſe have them more complete. 

He would advert to a circumſtance to ſhew that when the gentle- 
man from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Otis) made his ſpeech on this ſubjeR, 
he was in the zecret.; hecauſe evidently having an eye to this paper, 
be ſaid * an oftenſible correſpondence may be ſo conducted, &c. 
(ſee Mr. Otis's h.) Mr. G. faid he gave the gentleman credit 
for his ſagacity ; having no doubt read the memorial, and ſeen no- 
thing criminal in it, he endeavored in thisway to parry off the ef. 
let it might have upon the public mind when it came to be print- 


\ 
ö 


| Rn bo; from w be ſourte he Uid if 


Knowh to us, which feems to call for i 


the nett minute has ſhewri it to Be a 9 2 11 
_ Which gentlemen have thought p 


| the whole, with a view of making it leſs obje dass. THE 1985 
I; 


Was ſaid it tight cover other ebene ndencies 


we have power to pumiq citizens in foreign countries in confiftets 
ted by the law, they ought chit fielt to be made acquainted with it. 


employ an agent who is not a citizen, Indeed, faid 


der the light Which he had received from that ge 


— — —— A ¼ũ .. ·˙² 
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6d. Whathbt be kikey Un writer 6f it; and uni it was nit þ pre 
_ he could not ptetehd to fay, But whillt ihe are 
4 in their complaints againſt all _y of tet imertourſe 


con , fe with the — oy oy ppiferitly thetſgivg 
rather 1 curidut itz is 2 * come 


know; he had no fuſpicioris of gentlemen; they bad nd doubt — 
very honeſtly by this paper; dur there at leaſt ſubthed ſollic iy en 
in the buſineſs which he eould nbt under flund. 

It muſt appetr, thereſore, ſaid Mr G. that no kircumſtanees hah 
cots to out kHewledge in relation to the comdukt of Dr, 
Which ought to induce ds to pie ay bill 3 nor is there 40 

® 15 it not Ohe of on pe. 
Eahar caſes which call upon us to legiflate. We; in fact, know ng 
thing about it, Al that had been band having beth 9 aſſertiot, 
and when any thing like fast has for a moment ſeethed td Appen 


r#ifs about this pipe, 
hen the public kd ws the fact. — * upbn them ſel ves. 
But if gentlemen ate determined to have 4 l of this kind, ai 
think that the amendment which hat 23 ropoſed gots tov 

fur, why not ſuffer the houfe ohe more to tothe of 


merit which he propoſed, went to all caſes here individus 
feck ing for their private property; but it was 6bjelted 10 . 

o A criminal haturs; 
wis not his intention, and he ou be glad to have the ob. 
Jeckion obviated, This bill, extends to all cn at preſefit reſident 
m foteigu countries; and the moment the ill 8 ** are Hübe 
to fall under its operation. It might be doubt ful, he raid, Bow fat 


ey with the laws of nations; but if citizens abroad are to be affts 


Agen, this bill. as he had before hinted, is hot - correaly drawn, 
The crime propoſed to be puniſhed will not in all caſes be wet, 
the bill Rands, If a man carries pn this correſpondence, who is tot 
a eititen bf the United States, he does not come Within this law, {0 
that all that would be neceſſary to eſcape puniſhment, would be 0 
Mr. O. the tot 
| pope examine this law, the more they will be convinetd thatit 

the moſt haſty and imperfe@-produftion ever fubniftted to this 
houſe ; and he hoped therefore, he bill would cither be recommitied 
or rejetted altogether. 

M. Edmond was awars that he ſhould cotti6 under the 
of thoſe whoſe conduR received the cenſure of the genileman Fol 
Georgia, as he was politically: born but of yeſterday ; but having y had 
the advantage of hearitig a great variety of falts Rated 4 Je, he 
truſted he ſhould ; rofit'by them. It is, 1 Mr. E. by 
with, wiſe men, that we become able to reaton on fubje - ad u. 

ob wo 


Py 
ok 


* 
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ob 
hd ce e rh —.— ER, r | 


4 which the gentlemen ht it neceſſary 8 
Ver, 

vs objeftiong to this bill ver o dul from a c- 

zen in_genllawan — . U © e en 

"ene and other 

this 


diſputes het iat the 
governments, and t rigs wr A K. T 
agg from r at po thi ALF, ſtated that i 
the objekt was to ſecure idual in the commu 
has a light to . He Gid Gia the that 17 the government ha 
come corrupt, and inyolve the counti ip a war, it is not only ju 
and laudable for aq individusl to pat U. to prevent A war if po 
ble, but to place the * in a {uation that (hat the goverment dur} 
wt declary war, and thereby ecure pesce. WY 
"Mr, E . concaiyed that the gentleman — irginiz had ſuffered 
himſelf to bs led away by dy the terms y —5 ule of when 
ſpeaking. of peace or war, That war is lt culamity that 
can befat a 8 and that peace-ia the greatell of all bleſſings, — 
jth is true 7 Is there not a N ind of peace, {for the France) wh 
ared he ſhould not be to pays A 8. x4 2 rance). whi 
would not de the greatelt of op? 3 uppole, for mftance, wg 
had 4 the alternative of war 2 tri $7 2s No on 93 2 L's 
to t e e i 0 tn war Was the greate of cy 
lamities, they Wat nation, p63 20 than go to war, mult ſubmit to 
every opprofign 2 which the luſt of man can. pteleribe. The gentle, 
man do 75 means to ſay, that ne be 
avoided fo long as. we cap avoid it with nd without ſacriti- 
cing our Independenge. Therefore, the _—_ which he could with 
to lecure to his country, would he an honorable. peace 
| But let vs fee, ſajd Mr. E. what would "hs operation. of the 
F leid . the gentleman from Virginia, Who. are 
* ie jus 27 \ pence will be honBrable. and e | 
he people 7 * W 0 os And how, is, their judgment 
rd dined ion of their repreſentatives, ag 
their le DN 3 majority of whom ought always to be cons 
fidered 3 a8 29 4 the ſenſe of a majority of the el But. an 
individual, m e woo himſelf to ſpeak wo N foreign government 
i the ae of any te, he "Lap lay that hm government is cor» | 
pt ; that it is Sing 0 involve the country in wor contrary, to 
wiſhes of the Toes ſuck a perſon. to gether with his 7 
low. citisens, has 0 power of ne tines the execut: Ve, - 
and ſworn ta ſypport that power, yet he will undertake to counter- 
the meaſures of government, hecayle be conceives it to be cor- 
rupt, or that it is guided by a faction. Therefore, from the pureſt 
ve of peace, he 3 to re it. He witl fate the fituation, of 
dis country, and perhaps | axe r it durſt not declare war. Wh 
an ſuch à goverbment be Talea The Private individual is un- 


oubtediy the tyrant; tat ach ay, en 


—＋ 
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y tyrant 0 he world, 


jects in the firſt place, that a propoſed meaſure dues not go fur 


_ Wiſhed to vote 


Fav 


31 CONGRESSIONAL 


Bat the gentleman: from Georgia fays it was the du! ; of the ch 
mittee who reported this bill, to epquite Whether any fact of a c 
minal nature exiſted, which made it * necelfary to . law of thi 
kind. He alſo tells the houſe that he. as doe of the commiues 
made the enquiry, and could learn yo ſuch fact. Ie alſo ſays, thy 
if any ſuch fact had exiſted, that this is not the time in the mo 
of heat and paſſion, o make a law on the ſubjeQ. 80 that in Gths 
caſe, according to him, a law ought not to pals. 

Another gentleman, has made a great man wi Wer ati on thi 
preſent occaſion. That gentteman Mr. E ſaid, had an uniform mod 
of reaſoning, It is this, being commorily found in oppoſition 9 
every meaſure, and eſpecially to thoſe of a defenſive kind, he ch. 


enough, and in the next, that it goes too far, When the reſolution wa 
firſt. brought in, the gentleman thought the words uſed too indeh: 
nite, The word uſurpation}” » could not be defined. Now he cbm 
. Plains that the word & ufurp” js not found in the bill, His reaſon, 
in one caſe mult be Wrong. 
"het the gentleman from Pennſy wanls reſorted. to another idea, 
and he has frequent! affumed it. You are making your law to 
indefinite; it will re holy i in the diſcretion of a court, whethe 
a man is an offender or not,” So that a federal man will be found 
innocent, and an antifederal, guilty,” The gentleman muſt know, 
ſaid Mr. E. that this objection does not go to this bill in particular, 
Mr. E. enumerated a number of caſes in which the intent wich 
which the action was done, remained to be aſcertained by a court, 
before any penalty could be inflicted, and in yes federalifts had 
no better chance than antifederaliſts; and be believed the bill wi 
as.definite'and correct, as if it had been left to the i ingenuity of the 
gentleman himſelf to have formed it. 
Mr. E. took notice of what had fallen from the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Smith) aud was clearly of opinion that, the caly 
which he had ſtated, were not within the bill, But that gentleman, 
ſaid he, ſpeaks invariably of meaſures of defence ; but | when the 
queſtion: comes to be taken, from ſome cauly or other, we way 
loſe his vote, | 
- Bat the Saile en ſays this bill does not embrace the caſe of f 
rreary. It was never intended. But he alſo ſays it goes to abridge 
the liberty of ſpeech. This is a favorite ſubje&t With gentlemen; 
jt ſerves well to raiſe clamor, and ſeems ow calculated for that, 
It might as well be ſaid that the privilege of ſpeech | is taken from 
a man ilar | is puniſhed for perjury. 
Mr. Harriſon moved a recommitment of the bill for. the ſum 
reaſons which he had before ſtated. | 
Mr. S. Smith ſeconded the motion for a recommitment * * wiſhel 
th have the bill reconimitted, he aid, that it might, be modified iq 
ſuch manner that he might vote for it; for notwithſtanding the ub 
nuation of the ben entleman from Connecticut to the contrary; | 
or it, provided it is _ as 
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Doubting his bon legal kniowtelge, Nr. 8. 10 he had taken the 
ppinton of a profeſſional gent leman of the firſt- abilities (eiter a 
reldent nor a ctisen bf Penuſt lvania) with reſpect to the caſes 
nich he had already ſtated us ſeeming Within this bill. Who had 
—_ him in the opinion which he had already flared to the 
Mr. Smith read an amendment, which he ſaid be would 
poſe, if | the bill ould be fetommitted. 

Mr. Otis ſtated his reaſons againſt the recommitment of thi bit; 
» did Mr. Buy ard. Mr. Harper and Mr. T. Claiborne ſpoke in 
aver of the recommitment. The Welten was at length taken by 
eas and * as fol: F 1 | 


Mefiry. Baer) Baldwin; Bard, Bartlett, Blount, FRI Brow, T. K 
Claiborne, W. C. Claiborne, Clay, Clopton, Davis, Dawſori, Dent, 
mee, Elmendorf, Evuns, Findley; Freeman, Galla ln, Gilleſpie, | 

Gregg; Grove, Hanne, Harper; Harriſon; Havens; Holmes, jones, 
Locke, Michir; Macon; Mathews; M 'Tletizchan, WDowell, New, 
— parker, Sbinner, S. Smith, W. Smith, Spaight, Sprig 
Stanford, A 4: Trigg, } Trigg; Vatmimh; Venäble, R. Willems. 

NAYS: ' 49. / 

Mell Alles; Bayard, Brace; Brboks; Bullock, Champlin; Chaþ- 
man, Cochran, Craik Pana, Dennis, Edmond, A. Foſter, D. Foſtet, 
J freeman, Glen, Gdodrich, Gordon, Srifch old ede, Hoſmer, 
imlay; Kitterd, Lyne, Mor fn; Mortis, 8 ifaae Parket, 
Pinckney Reed, Rutledge, Scfureman, gewal, ard, Sinniek - 
en, N. Z mtb S$pr5gte, Thatcher, Thostas, Than oh, Van Alen, 
Wadfworth, Wan, J. Williams, 7 44. 
A meffage was received flom the Seilate, liferwbng the Houfe, 
that they wo#ſd be ready to recewe the Managers of the Houſe bf 
Repreſentatives, #h4 the Counſel. for the defendant, on Monday 
next, at twelve 6 "cloth, to render eee in the impeachmeut or 
Wiltiam Blot. 

The Hobſe $ourtied; 00 2 to Monday at tweive o'clock, 
is order to afford time for the Minigets of the impeachment to 
FC n 


Monday. Jartithy. 14. EPS 
the. Was oF Us a petition from Mer. Pratt and 8 | 
praying. for an allowance of certain drawbacks, whichwas re- 
ferred to the gommmdtee of commerce. | 
Mr. Sprigg preſented a petition from the  6rpben chikiren of. Aj- 
exander: Lrueman, praying for an enten ſian of the Jaw of laſt ſefſign 
for the relief of widows and orphens of officers killed in the ſer- 
vice of the Uniced: States. - Da to a ſea committee of three 
members. 5 | 
Mr. Bayard 2 the managers appainted 0 cond the im- 
Feichment of Fa N made a report, ** A 


24 


7 
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nagers had attended this morning upon the Senate agreeably to 
their appointment, and received the judgment of the Senate on the 


trial of impeachment ;, which is, that the plea filed by the coonſ] 


of the defendant is ſufficient, and that the impeachment is therefore 


diſmifled. _ 1 7 g's 1 
The bill for eſtabliſhing an uniform ſyſtem of bankruptcy thry.. 
being, —< Shall this bill paſs ??— 7 Wn + 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, it had ſo happened, that during the diſcuſſion 
which had taken place on the ſeveral ſections of this bill, its prin- 


out the United States, was read the third time, and the queſtion 


ciple had ſcarcely been touched upon, no motion having been made 
to ſtrike out the firſt ſection, which is uſually done to bring the 


principles of a bill into view. He would, therefore, now make 2 
few obſervations on the bill itſelf. | Me. 8 

So far as he underſtood the object of a ſyſtem of Bankruptey, it 
was calculated to afford three advantages ; firſt to check the career 
of a debtor who might be ſuppoſed to be either inſolvent, or to have 
au intention of defrauding his creditors, by taking poſſe ſſion of his 
property and parting it into the hands of aſſignees; the ſecond ad- 
vantage of ſuch a ſyſtem, is an equal diviſion of the Bankrupt's el. 
fects amongſt all his creditors, without diſtinction, as to the nature 
of their debts; the third is, the releaſeinent of unfortunare debtors, 
who from accident or other unforeſeen events, miay not be able to 


pay their debts, — not only from perſonal proceſs, but from any fu- 


- 


ture attachment againſt the property, they may hereafter acquire, 

Theſe, he believed, are the Te 19 propoſed by this ſyſtem ; 
and although, under his preſent impr 

vote againſt the paſſing of this bill, he was not blind to theſe ad- 


vantages. Having ſtated this, he would proceed to mention the 

reaſons which, notwithſtanding theſe benefits, led him to conclude 

that it is not proper, at preſent, to paſs a law on this ſubject. 
It appears to me, ſaid Mr. G. that two circumſtances ought to 


be admitted as having exiſtence in a country, before a ſyſtem of 


Bankruptcy can be proper, or generally uſeful ; firſt, not only that 
a nation ſhall be in a confiderable degree commercial; but ally, 
that the different profeſſions and occupations are ſo diſtin&, that it 
will be eaſy to diſtinguiſſr betwixt thoſe who are traders, and come 
under a bankrupt law, and thoſe who are not traders, and ought 


not to come under it. In Great-Britain, from whence this yen 


is borrowed, this diſtinction exiſts—the different trades and occu- 
pations of men being ſo well diſtinguiſhed that a merchant” and a 


farmer are rarely combined in the ſame perſon ; a merchant 18% 
- merchant, and nothing but a merchant ; a manufacturer is only a 


manufacturer; a farmer is merely a farmer, but this is not the caſe 
in this country. Here, ſaid he, it is well known, that the different 
Profeſſions and trades are blended together in the ſame perſons; 


| the fame man being frequently afarmer and a merchant, and per- 
baps a manufacturer. e . 


* 


ons, he ſhould be obliged to} 


1 


— 1 


- 
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The object of this ſyſtem 3s to apply to perſons only who follow ; 1 
the buſineſs of buying and felling. But it is well known, that as = 
this bill is copied from the Britith law, we muſt not only adopt the = 
hw, but the decifions which have taken place upon it, in Great | l 
fritain, as our guide; from which it will be found that it is not SY L 
neceſſary that a man ſhould get his living altogether or. principally - = 
from any trade, to come under the Bankrupt law; but if he blends _— 
the profeſſions of farmer and trader, he is as liable to be made a 0 1 i 
bankropt, as if he were to be made a trader only. And if this de- Wo 1 
dion, ſaid Mr. G. is taken, one half of the people of this country, 17 
nay, in ſome ſhape or other, be conſidered as traders. Go, ſaid he, | . 485 
mo the interior of the country, and you will ſcarcely find a farmer 55 \ 
yho is not, in ſome degree, a trader. In a grezing part of the 
country, you will find them buying and ſelling. cattle; in other 
parts, you will find them diſtillers, tanners or brick-makers. So 
that from one end of the United States to the other, the people are 
mera; „ . 
Conſider, therefore, ſaid Mr. G- that if this bill paſſes, it will 
zot apply here as it applies in Great Britain, but extend much fur- 
ther, it will reach perſons who ought neither to be dilturbed or 
denefitted#by it. The ſecond. circumitance eſſential to exiſt in a. 


0 country, in order to make a Bankrupt ſyſtem, good, or even tolera - 

u. ve, is the facility of converting into ſpecie, without much loſs, the _—_ 
od of Property generally held by traders, or at leaſt of eaſily ob- = 
i ang credit on that property. C OP 1 
1 among the acts which are deſeribed as making a man liable to 

* become à Bankrupt, are ſome which although they may be an evi- 


ence, either of intended. fraud, or of abſolute inability of pay ing, 
my alſo be owing only to a temporary embarraſſment. Vet a 
bre failure of payment, if attended with arreſt, or a mortgage, is 


0 mſidered as a ſymptom of a perſon's intention to defraud his ere - 

lors, and a reaſon why a commiſſion ſhould ifſue againſt him.—- | 
q bis, Mr. G. ſaid, might be proper in a country. where there is 
** 


Jeaty of circulating medium, and in which the goods and effects 
f traders can eaſily be converted into money. In Great-Eritain, -, 
2 trader does not diſcharge his engagements, and is © arreſted 
nd remains two months in priſon, or being arreſted for debt, ſhall, 
d order to gain a large time of 2 or a reduction of the de. 
« Fa 


| ed, mortgage his or her goods, or confeſs judgment, or 'give a2 . 
oer fo to do, &c.” an act of this kind, where property can ſo - gr 
a be turned into money, may be conſidered as a. proof of an | 

i "villingneſs to pay, or as 4 deſign to wrong the creditors of the 


erſon who does it; but the circumſtances of this country are ver 

literent, and this formed his principal objection to this bill, ' . . 

In the firſt place, a great part of property held by great num+ 

5 of the traders of. this country, out of the cities, and of many 

| the cities, is landed property and not perſonal. It is known that © i 
lonal property can generally be converted into money, Per. 18 


a I 75 1 
F4 1 * 
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- ſonal property has always à certain price, current: but this is bot 
the oh with reſpect to land. "The, valve of land depends more 
upon opinion, and is therefore leſs certain; and on this Account, 
when a man wants to raile a ſum af money, on 2 ſudden, he will 
nerally make a far leſs ſacxiſce, in diſpoſing of perſonal, than of 
Pa led property. Beſides there is no proportion betwixt.the facil. 
| 3ty of ſelling landed property, here and in Great. Britain, nor as. ty 
the quantity held by traders. The merchauts of Philadelphia, for, 
inſtance, own a much larger property. in land, compared with their 
abiliry, than the, ſame. deloxiption, of per ſang in london ; andif the 
compariſon be extended qut of the large gities, the djdlamilarity 
will be moch greater, Add to, this, what he, before mentioned, that 
farmers and traders are generally, blended. in one character, and it 
will ſhew the unfirnels of . country for a, Bapkrups ſyſtem. 
The, conſequence of a hapkrupt law here, Mr. G. ſaid, would he, 
that many honeſt, men who. are. perfettly. able to pay all Heir debu, 
and have a handſome ſurplulage, if time were givey them, would be 
made bankrupts, ang have theit preperiy taken, 17 them and ſold 
for much leis than would ſatisty the. demands. of. their creditors, 
That theres this ditheulty in ſelling lands, Mr. G. referred, to the 
| laws of the ſeycral ſtates, Toy of which, provide that land ſhall. not 
be ſoid at all for the payments of debts, and others that it ſhall not 
be (old inder a certain time, In ſome of the Eaſtern ſtates, when 
land is taken in execution, an appraflement, is made of it, and it can. 
not be fold, except the creditor will take it at its valuation. In 
Pernſylvania. where he beligved debts are as, well paid as in any 
other ſtate Gf the union, if an Execution is obtained on land, the 
debtor may ſummon a jury to make à valuation of it, and if, the ju. 
ry be of opinion that the larid-witl pay the debt, with intereſt, in 
| ſeven years, the land-cannot be fold,  Fhele laws, faid' Mr. G, have 
been found neceſſary, in order to prevent the factificing of land at 
a rate ſo much below is value as it muſt ſometimes he fold for, if i 
were always liable to be ſold ſor debt, as perſonal property. 
If this bill ſhould paſs, all: thoſe ſtate regulations reſpetcting the 
ſile of land would fall to the tzround under the bankrupt y ſtem, 
and, from this circumitance, a great number of perſons would be in 
volved in ruin, who at preſent believe themſfelves in comfortat 
circumſtances.” The effeſti of; this law will he, that one fooliſh 0 
üllnatured creditor, may iſſue; out. a - cammiſſian. againſt a trader 
which will, ruin him, though all the reſt of, his creditors, beitig mort 
. wiſe and conſiderate, might be diſpoſed to allow theix debtor tim 
Fpowing that while the property remained in hie on hands, bi 
exertions would be greater to get its value, than. if it were. taket 
from him, and put into the hands of aſhgages, Who will, nat be dt 
x poſed to take any extraordinary pains to diſpoſe of: it for its fu 
value. Perhaps, as it may relate to perſonal property, the;alhgnen 
might diſpoſe of it nearly as well as the-awner.z but, this nevel 
would be the caſe with reſpect io land. Nor would the only cel 
de neglect, or a want of atteation 10 the intereſt, of the bankrup 


1 
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The bufinels would be wholly in their power, and he; apprehetided, | 
a door would be opened to more fraud, than the acts of this kind, 
have produced in Great Britain, though they have been, there very. 
eat. 54 b - 4 | 2 A yy ig ” 
5 Theſe, faid Mr. G. are the general objeRions which I have to this 
bill, I have ſome others of . leſs moment. In the firſt place, this, 
law comes at once upon the United States, ard wilt ſubveit all the 
municipal laws of the ſeveral States, wherever it operates, Though, 
he allowed the principle to be a good one, that, where a man capnot 
pay, the whale of his debts, all his creditors ſhould receive, an equal, 
ſhare of his property ; yet it would be hard upon a man who had, 
for two or tkree years paſt, been endeavoting to gbtain judgment a- 
gainſt his debtor, to be left to bear all the expences of his ſuit, and: 
come in with other creditors under a commiſhon of Bankruptcy, . 
Another inconvenience which, had been foreſcen and attempted. 
to be remedied, but Which had not been remedied, would be, with, 
reſpeſt to bona fige ſales made by a bankrupt to.. perſons; who had 
no knowledge of an aft of bankruptcy having been committed, 
If, ſaid, Mr, G. a bankrupt law is to paſs at all, this bill is ill tim 
ed. It ought rather to have been paſſed at a time When our com- 
merce was in a, more flouriſhing ſtate than it is at prelent, as it was then 
more in the power of traders to pay their debts punctually, He was 
nat able to judge of the fituation of the United States at large in ihis 
reſpett; but in the part of the country from which be came, be 
knew that three years ago it would not have affefted them in the 
leaſt, All the ſhopkeepers were then able to make their remittances: 
regularly ; but now, from the ſcarcity of circulating medium, the 
fall of produce in ſome parts, the failure of trade in others, the cap-. 
ture of our property by foreign nations, the diſorders which have. 
for two years idea our metropolis, and from the fall which has, 
taken place in, the price of land, there is a greater difficulty, among{t. 
the Rorekeepers in making payment of their debts in the cities, than, 
was ever 1 54 experienced. They want mare time, and.to throw 
their property into the hands of, aſſignees, by means of this law., 
would make the matter ſtill worſe.. Gentlemen who came from. 
other parts of the Union would be better able to ſtate the mapner in, 
which: the law. would affect them, than he could do. He believediin 
ſome. parts it would bear more hardly than in Pennſylvania. | 


"Mr, G. fail, he would not pretend to examine all the details of 


: a . 


= 
= 


this bill; but he would take ſome notice of three of its. clauſes, 
Ove of them is the excluſion of a certain deſcription of perſons. 
ght, in his opidion, if the bill paſſes at all, to be included. 
And the reaſon of this ariſes from the difference of circumſtances 
between this country and Great Britain. In that country, land is 
not an article of merchandize. No fet of perſons there follow the 
buſineſs of buying and ſelling land; and it is well under ſtood, there- 
fore; that theſe perſons dealing in land, are not included within 
their bankrupt law. But, if any deſeription of perſons in this coun- 
try, ought to be placed under a law of this k ind, it wary PO to 
ſtop any deſcription'of perſons in their carecr, not only on their 
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on account, but b:cauſe they are involving thouſands in their ruin, 
they are. land-jobbers, becauſe the make land as much a merchan- 
dise, as a merchant does his goods. SE ONES TOE 
In what fituation, aſked Mr. G. are perſons of this deſcription 
placed? In this, if they do not chuſe it, they need noi come under 
| this law, but may laugh at their ereditgrs ; but if any of them con- 
ceive they ſhall be benefit ld by coming under its proviſions, they 
have nothing more io do than commence ſome other ſort of trade, 
for a ſhort time, and then become bankrupts, So that they are 
put in the beſt poſſible ſituation for themſelves, and the worſt for 
their, creditors. | 2 = 3 ne 
"He believed there is another deſcription of per ſans not included 
in this bill, Perhaps, however, he was miſtaken; if ſo, gentlemen' 
would doubtleſs put him right, ' Perſons holding bank ſtock, or any 
other public ſecurities, are not conſidered as traders, becaule theſe 
ſecurities are not conſidered as merchandize. * 
So that it appears, that land. jobbers and ſtock. jobbers are neither 
of them included under this act, whereas, from what we have ſeen 
of bubbles in this country, he thought them a thouſand times more 
l.xely to happen amongſt this deſcription than any other. A 
When, ſaid Mr. C. it is known, that laws of this kind have been 
found ſo deficient in their execution, in Great Britain; that it has 
been found neceſſary from time to time, to add penalties and to fol- 
low fraud from place to place, we ought to pauſe before we intro. 
duce the ſyſtem here, where from the ſpareneſs of our populati 


it will be ſo much more difficult to carry it into effect. If in Great * 
Britain, where buſineſs of this kind lies comparitively within a ſmall. 

compaſs, where every thing is within the knowledge of (the tribu-. x 
nal by which the commiſſion is iſſued, ſo much fraud is praftiſed, 1 
that the becoming bankrupt is known to be a kind of trade, not- ”M 
withſtanding all the ſanguinary laws which have been paſſed to 2 


puniſh theſe frauds, he did not believe it could be carried into effe& 
in any tolerable manner here, So great, indeed have been the evils. 
attendeding this ſyſtem in that country, that the moſt ſenſible 'wri- + 
ters on the [ubjeft, doubt whether bankrupt laws have not, upon | 


the whole, done more harm than good. . e W 
In this country, ſaid Mr. G. it will be (till more difficult. to guard / te 
againſt theſe frauds, as we have not been in the habit of providing tl 
ſuch a guard, and heavy penalties will be found neceflary. Even. h 

in this bill, which is the firſt efſay on the ſubject, he found proceed - 

, ings very repugnant. to his feelings. He would mention one, Which 
was, che commiſſioners have power to examine the wife of a bank-⸗ 2 
rupt upon oath, for the diſcovery of concealed, property, and if ſhe - 

ges not appear, or refuſes to be ſworn, ſhe is to ſuffer an 1mpri- + 
ſonment of from two to ten years |! So that, in the very outſet of 
this buſineſs the fear of fraud, makes it neceſſary to overthrow” . 
all our regulations of common law, and cauſe a wife to be called b 

2s a witneſs againſt her huſpand. ee AY i a 


Nr. G. believed, however, that the ſyſtem might produce good in 


— 
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Aarge cities, but no where elſe. Almoſt the whole of the capital in 


America, which might be lent upon intereſt, was acchmulated to 


the amount of 20 millions of dollars in the banks. and theſe gavs 


relief only to the inhabitants of cities who might, if they had pro- 


perty, have on any emergency recourſe to them; whereas, if a 


{tore keeper in the country wants money, he is under the neceſſity 


of mortgaging real property, before he con obtain it. If the law 


only applied to cities, he would vote for it, but he could not cot ſent 
to oppreſs the country traders by ſuch a ſyſtem, Gentlemen have at- 
tempted, indeed to deſine the law, ſo as that it may fall only upon 


large traders, by declaring that no man who does not owe 1000 


dollars to one creditor, 1500 to two, or to more than two, 2000 


dollars, ſhall be liable to be made a bankrupt, But this proviſion, 


{aid Mr. G. muſt hereafter. be changed, becauſe traders of this deſ- 


cription would complain, and with juſtice, that they are ede of 
o them. "7 


the ſame remedy againſt their debtors which has been applied t 
In the next place, Mr. G. believed that if ſuch a ſyſtem is wanted, 


it is much too unwieldy to be managed, as propoſed in this bill, and 


he thought it better for ſuch States as might want them, to 


N laws. But he believed it to he à good evidence to probe 


at they did not want them, that they had not generally paſſed 
them. He had heard it ſaid, that the reaſon of this was, that the 
expected the United States would paſs a general law, as authori- 


zed to do by the Conſtitution. - Mr. G. knew that this had not been 


the reaſon which had formerly actuated the Legiſlature of Pennſyl- 


vania, where there has been no bankrupt law for ſeveral years. 
He was himſelf in the Legiſlature when it expired, and there was 
a very general vote againſt its being renewed, though many reſpec- 

table merchants, and particularly the city members, were then 


anxious to ſee one paſſed, from the idea that a majority of the Fed- 
eral Legiſlatureſeould never be perſuaded to paſs a general law on the 
ſubject. But it was not renewed, becauſe it had been found pro- 
ductive of nothing but fraud; and if enquiry was made in other 
ſtates, it would be found that the reaſon why bankrupt laws had 


not been paſſed, was not from an expectation that the United States 
would paſs a law on the ſubje&, but from their diſhke of the ſyſ- 


tem itſelf. The fact is, ſaĩd Mr. G. that we are now aſked to paſs 


this bill, by the minorities in the ſeveral ſtare legiſlatures, who 


have been unable to 8 t a ſtate law on this ſubject. 
This bill, ſaid: Mr. G. a 
contracted before the paſſing of this act; but this clauſe has been 


expunged. Gentlemen had faid that notwithſtanding this, the law 
is not, expoſt facto. Agreed, that the diſtinction of the gentleman 
ſrom Delaware is correct, it will not be ſaid, that the law will not 


have a retroſpective effect. When a perſon contracted a debt 


before the paſling of this law, he did not contemplate any ſuch la , 
and ought not to be affected by it;; for if he had known that ifhe _ 
did uot pay at a certain time, he might be made a bankrupt of, it is 


when reported, was not to apply to debts 
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7 vribubls ts have contracted the debt. Fe would operate 
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the Tame manner with reſpect to creditors for though many” are 


pleaſed with this Jaw, others are not. He knew he had ſome debts 
_"owirig which he looked upon as rather doubtful, but he conſidered 


them as made more precarions by this law. An infhividual, if 
not oppreſſed by this act, might pay 208. in the pound, but if made 
a bankrupt, might not pay 108. At all events, it would place both 
debtots and creditors in a different firoation fromtheir preſent one. 
© Preſent debtors, Mr. G. faid, ought to be excluded from the b 

ration of the bill altogether, that ebtors and creditors migdt re. 
'main on the fame footing that they were upon before the law paffed. 


© Mr: G. concluded b 1 that he bal thus ſtated bis objUtions 
to this bill and ſhould be gl to have Further light thrown upon 


. the ſubzect. At preſent he thought the bill __ not to 8 Ach. 


\ 


Tuesday, January 15. 


Mr de had no doubt he ſhould ſtand exempted dn the 
enſure which the gentleman from Delaware had Jaſt applied to the 
ntleman from Pennſylvania. If he was / ſure the 1 of this 


in would have the effect of vntticg all, che people of *the-Ubited 
States ia a cordial ſupport of their 3 though he was fir 


from approving the bill, he would certainly vote for it; büt this 


ns mere e r opinion, the ruth © f which was very aan 


ful. 

That a Bankrupt ſyſtem has many - ad attendant 60 |, 
0 ove; Mr. G. ſaid, would be diſpoſed to doubr. Thie only queſtion 
z, whether at this period of time, tlie evils which may Py it, 
-would not over-balance the good, being a ſyſtem ſo totally differeit 
from thoſe of chte ſeveral ſtates, If bes was ſatisfied that this would 
not be the cafe, he would vote for it; but n. on this wood, he 


mould be obliged to vote againſt it. 


The prineiples contained in this bill, Mr. G. faid, bad been fre. 
quently before the houſe, but he believed never in ſd perfect 4 form 
as at preſent, as the accuracy of tlie gentleman from Deta ware, had 
paſted over its ſections again and again, and it had received the ald 
: of the legal and commercial knowledge of his friend fro Maſſa- 


chuſests (Mir, Sewall.) He believed it had now attained 88 pet- 


tet a ſhape as could be gib en to it. 

Tus leading principle of + barkrupr ſy Heut, teil ir. Gl . to 
prevent debtors from defrauding their — This is d6abtHels 
© as important end, if it can B68 attamed; without produeing any 
| confiderable tmikchief;; ſuch a fyftem will certainly” induce ors 


dq be more punctadl in Gfeharf givg their dr e dige they 


' otherwiſe might be, from thietr 12 of 


of cure hae ug the property y taken I them. The queſtion 5. 
' whether cis eountry is fitted for ſuch « fyſtein'? He was of 


mon are n iet it thut ſtate wen ſhes & law would bed 
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Frable, not having a ſufficient quantity of circulating medium, to 
enable debtors to comply with its 7 ements. He believed, be- 
fore a ſyAem of this kind was adopted, there ought to be a certain 
proportion exiſting in the commutiity between manufacturers and 
merchants, in order for it to produce the benefits'contemplated 
ic, Where this is not the caſe, in his opinion, it would involve K 
country in greater difficulties than it experienced before the ſyſtem 
was adopted ; and inflead of making the payment af debrs mote 
certain, it would have a contrary effet. | 1 7 

Manufacturers in a country ſaid Mr. G. may be conſidered as a 

medium bet een the merchaut. and the hufbandman, by whoſe agen - 
cy the ſurplus produce of the land is transferred to the merchant ; 
and without this deſcription of perſons, there cannot be that ready 
compliance with engagements, and therefore a ſyſtem of 8 
will certainly be pernicious. Hew does the caſe ſtand, ſaid Mr G. 
in this country, with reſpect to iutereourſe between merchants and 
traders ? By what means does the trader diſcharge his debts to the 
merchant ? It is well known that the farmer diſpoſes of his proper- 
ty to ths country ſtorekeeper, and that in all parts of the United 
States, he cannot cominand money for his produce; it is not an arti. 
cle of ſuch immediate neceſſity as to force immediate payment. But 
where there is a certain portion of manufacturers who want a con- 
ſtant ſupply of proviſions, the cafe is different, and caſh is paid. 
In England, this has produced u very different ſtare of things from 
what exiſts here, or can exiſt here for many years to come. A farm- 
er can here ſometimes diſpoſe of his produce for money, but ſome- 
times it lies dead upon his hands. The country trader gives eredit 
to the farmer, and when he fails to pay at his appointed time, the 
trader is obliged alſd to diſappornt the merchant, and perhaps 
obliged to do Come of thoſe acts which are always conſidered 


- 


as amounting to acts of bankruptcy, This tate of things, would not, 
in his opinion, juſtify the introduction of a'bankraptlaw. 

© Gentlemen in favor of this bill, aware of the inconveniencies 
which would ariſe from extending a hankrupt ſyſtem throughout 


we United States, have attempted to do what cannot be complete] 
accompliſhed, to confine its operation to the commercial cities. — 
They are ready to allow that if the Jaw is applied to ſwall coun- 
try traders, it will do more harm than good. It is therefore pro- 
vided that no perſon ſhall be made a bankrupt, who does not owe 
1000 Gellars to one perſon, ' or 3000 dollars to a number of per- 
ſons. If it ean be ſhewn'that tms will not produce the effect in - 
tended, it will form a ſtrong objeCtion to the bill in its preſent 
C WE 6 ee 279 nh 45 A Ih Feet. ARS OWE, 57, 

| Let 05; fuld Mr. G. bring the caſe of a merchant” before us, a- 
£110ft whom a commiſſion of bankruptcy has been iſſued. Who are 
the debtors of this merchant? They are moſtly country traders. 


The affairs of the merchant are threWa into the hands of aſſignees. 


What is the conſequence ? All the evils of bankruptey will at once 
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attach to the country traders, without any of its benefits. The 
_ aſſignees will force immediate payment of the debts due to the 
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bankruptSand in order to effect this, it will be found neceſſary, to 
attach and ſequeſter the property of many of theſe perſons. And 
if their property ſhall not be found ſufficient ro diſcharge their debts, 
they will be liable to be thrown into goal: and to remain there, 
ſince they are deprived of all benefits derived to larger -traders 
from the bankrupt law, from the ſmallneſs of their concerns, This 
is not all, the country trader finding himſelf thus ſituated, is under 


the neceſſity of uſing compulſory proceſs with his debtars ; and the 


conſequence will be, in the New-England ſtates, that writs will 
be iſſued againſt all the debtors of ſuch perſons, in order that, if 
oſſible, the country trader might ſave himſelf. Nor is this an 
imaginary caſe, it muſt naturally grow out of law ſuits, and attach- 
ments muſt follow. + . 
But if this evil ſhould not ariſe, he would for a moment, conſid- 


er the operation this law might have apon four of the Eaſtern States. 


In theſe ſtates, a creditor, when his money is due, can obtain a 


' writ againſt his debtor which operates as a lien upon bis property, 


He believed the effect of this ſyſtem would be, to ſign a death war- 
rant to this practice, e M 384. 

A great proportior of the law ſuits carried on in the Eaſtern 
ſtares, ariſe from conne&ions between. ſhopkeepers and farmers, In 
what ſituation will the farmer be placed if this bill paſſes, who has 
diſpoſed of his property on credit? By the State Law to which he 
had referred, when he ſuſpected his debtor to be unable to pay, he 
might take out a proceſs to ſecure his debts ; but, if this bill be- 
came a law, after he has taken out his writ of attachment, and he 
is about to obtain judgment, the whole may be done away by 8 
commiſſion of hankruptcy, and the farmer not only diſappointed ia 
receiving his money, bat ſaddled with the coſts. A. creditor will 

then have no mode of realiſing his' demand upon his debtor, but 
will be obliged to truſt to his word, or wait until a commillion of 
bankruptcy be iſſued againſt him. AA 

Whether it be right, ſaid Mr. G. that the ſyſtem now praiſed 
in the Eaftern States, to which I have alluded, ought to continue, is 
not the queſtion : I only ſtate that this would be the effect, and un- 
leſs we are perſuaded, it ought to be done away, this would form 
an objection to a bankrupt law. wh , 

It has been argued by gentlemen in favor of this bill, that it is 
extremely hard to ſee a perſon who has been unfortunate, depriv'd 
of his liberty, and liable to impriſonment for life. Such a caſe 

mult indeed intereſt every man's feelings, but will this bill remedy 
the grievance ? With reſpect to merchants, ic will have the effect; 
but traders in the country and in ſmall towns will remain in the 
ſame ſituation they are in at preſent ; and certainly men of this de- 


ſcription are as much entitled to our commiſeration as thoſe wh, 
trade on a larger ſcale, „„ 
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Whether this Bankrupt ſyſtem will receive ſo extenſive a. con · 


ſtruction in dur courts, as it has done in thoſe of Great Britain, 


could not now be told. An ohjection was yeſterday made, that it 
would apply to many perſons in the country who are not regular 
traders, but who are nevertheleſs, though farmers, ſometimes en- 
ged in trade. The objection was anſwered by ſaying, that the 
ſame phraſeology that is uſed in the Britiſh law, is not uſed here, 
and therefore the objection would not hold. This, ſaid Mr. G. is 
mere matter of opinion. The words are not preciſely the ſame; 
but it ſtruck him that they are ſufficient to authorize-a very exten- 
ſive conſtruction; for th» y are © Any perſon actually uſing the trade 
of merchandize, by buying or ſelling by groſs or by retail“ Mr. 
G. ſuppoſed upon the moſt obvious conſtruction of theſe words, thar 
they would be more comprehenſive than thoſe uſed in the -Britiſh 
ſtatute, which are“ any perſon getting his livelihood by trade, 
&c,” He thought the deſcription uſed in this bill might be applied 
to a man who had not been in trade a month, though he did not in 
future intend to gain a livelihood by it; but whether his idea was 
right or not, was immaterial. It is certain it would implicate many 
rſons in this country beſides merchants, : oF. 

It had been ſaid, that perſons merely inſolvent could not be made 
bankrupts, but only thoſe who have been guilty of ſome ſraud ; fo 
that it will not only be neceſſary to be unfortunate, but fraudulent, 
before a man can become a bankrupt. One of the acts mentioned 
in the firſt ſection is certainly not fraudulent, where it is ſaid © that 
a perſon being arreſted for debt ſhall in order to gain a longer time 
for payment, or a reduction of the demand, mortgage his or her 
goods or lands, ſhall be deemed a bankrupt.” A man finding him- 
ſelf hardly preſſed, could not be charged with acting fraudulently, 
if he did ſuch an at. Mr. G. ſtated ſeveral caſes to ſhew the un- 
reaſonableneſs and abſurdity of the doctrine which ſhould require a 


man to be fraudulent before he could have the benefit of the bank- 


rupt law, e | |; WON 

The gentleman from Delaware has ſaid, that either we mult have 
a bankrupt law, or inſolvent laws muſt become general, as it would 
not anſwer for perſons to be confined in goal for life. There is, 
doubtleſs, ſaid Mr. G. great hardſhip in ſuch cafes ;. but it does not 
follow, that this law will remedy the evil. He believed it would 
not, Mr. G. preſumed, that it was owing to particular circum- 
ſtances, that a bankrupt ſyſtem was ſo anxiouſly deſired by fome 
gentlemen, more than for any permanent reaſon, | But he did not 
think it was owing to the natural operation of commerce, that a 
number of perſons are now in goal; but from a ſpirit of ſpecula- 
tion which had raged to a great extent in this country; which has 
driver the merchant from his counting houſe, to ſpeculate in land. 
and produced a fort of mania amongſt the people of the United . 
States. The conſequence is that our goals are crowded with per- 


ſons anxiouſly ſolicitous for an act of this kind. Mr. G. did not 
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think it neceſſary for the ſake of theſe perſons nor for the public 
good, to pals a law of this kind, With reſpect to perſons whd 
may be conſidered as honeſt debtors, and who have faithfully given 
up their property to their creditors, it does not often happen thay 


men of this deſcription are ſuffered to languiſh in a priſon, . | 
With relpect to a circumſtance much enlarged upon by the gen- 
tleman from Delaware, reſpecting the ſale of land, Mr. G. would: 
obſerye, that he did not believe the principle laid down by that 
gentleman was correct, He did not think that the proviſion which 
prohibits the ſale of lands for debts, in ſome of the States entirely, 


and in others. for a limited time, aroſe from. the feudal ſyſtem ; but, 


as the gentleman from Pennſylvania had ſaid, for the want of a ſuf- 
ficiency of circulating,medium, and he would venture to ſay, from 
bis little experience in buſineſs, that a practice of Telling land by 
vendue in the ſame manner as perſonal property, would be attended 
with great inconveniencies, and it would ſcarcely ever fetch half 
its value. * 3 "2 if . r 

Mr. G. concluded by ſaying, that a few years hence the Legiſla- 
ture would be better able to judge of the effects of a hankrupt ſyſ- 
tem; but, at this time, believing that it would be productive of 
more evil than good, particularly in the Eaſtern States, he had 
thought it his duty to © r e 

Mr. Sewall ſaid. his friend from New- Hampſhire objetted to the 
operation of a ſyſtem of bankruptcy, upon grounds which he was 
ſurprized that he, above all other men, ſhould have taken. It ſeems 
to him that no mode is neceſſary to be adopted for the better collec- 
tion of debts ; that creditors ought to be left to get their money as 
well as they can, -Hence, ſaid he, we hear the gentleman. lament. 
the want of circulating medium, and the horrors which, will be oc- 
caſioned by the collection of debts in the country, in caſe this law 
goes into effect. 7 : | 1 „ e 

This law, ſaid Mr. S. will not affect thoſe who do not buy to fell 
again; but thuſe who do buy to ſell again, ought to be expoſed to 
all the inconveniencies, as they will receive all the benefits of a bank 
rupt law, We Gught not, ſaid he, to conſider this as the firſt mode 
propoled for collecting of debts, but compare it with ſuch as are in 
exiſtence, and if it be faund that this will be beneficial to certain 
perſons, it ought to be adopted, FV 

A ſyſtem of bankruptcy is limited in its extent to perſons con - 
cerned in commerce. Extenſive credits are eſſential in all com- 
mercial communities, and as had been already ſtated, merchants are 
conſtantly liable to accidents which may diſable them from paying 
their debts ; but if they became bankrupts, he would not only have 
their perſonal property fold; but alſo their land, and let them ſuffer 
the loſs, however great it might be; by its being thus ſold. And 
this, Mr. S. ſaid, might ſerve as an anſwer to all the gentleman had 
ſaid about country traders. They are truly the medium between 
merchants and farmers ; but if they hold lands, and are not able to 
pay their debts, they muſt ſubmit to their being ſo d. Admitting, 
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ſaid Mr, 8. that we ſhall not then ſee fo many country traders, as - 
at preſent, this will be no diſadvantage to the community, as the 
larger ſtotes deal moe advantageouſly for the public. A number 
of men who. carry on buſineſs of this kind, might be more uſefully 
employed. He was, willing, therefote, that the diminution of this 
kind of traders, ſhould be one of the effects of this law; _ + 

But the main principles of the bankrupt ſyſtem are to avoid the 
extenſion of fraud. In New-England, a man may be taken by an 


attachment of his ereditor, His friend from New. Hampſhire la- 


mented that this proeeſs ſhould fail. It would fail, indeed, where 
merchants and traders have dealt to ſo large an amount as to come 
within the bankrupt law; but it will only fait fo far as to prevent 
him from getting his whole debt—he will nevertheleſs come in for 
his ſhare along with his other creditors ; and it could not then hap- 
pen, as it now frequently happens, that a country trader divides his 
property among his neighbors, who are either his creditors or pre- 
tend to be ſo, and the creditor in the city perhaps never hears of the 
tranſattion, until all the property is divided. Under this law, a man's 
effects would be fairly looked into, and equally divided amongR all 
his creditors without exception. Mr. S. hoped the bill would paſs; 
Mr. Baldwin bad felt himſelf entertained and inſtructed by the 
temperate and able diſeuſſion which this ſubjett, ſo important 10 
the intereſts of this country, had undergone, . There were ſtill one 
or two points of view, in which he wiſhed to preſent it to the houſe, - 
which-had not yet been ſo particularly noticed, and which had now, 
as well as on former occaſions, when this bill was under confidera« 
tion, conſiderable force in forming his judgment againſt it. 
Had this queſtion of paſling a bankrupt lew preſented itſelf in 
an ordinary legiſlature, the general utility and expediency of bank- 
ropt ſyſtems, and their-ſuitableneſs to the circumſtances of this 
country, Which has been the principal ground of this diſcuſſion, 
would have been the only one which the ſubje& could have had, 
and the judgment muſt have been formed on thoſe gounds, _ = 
The real practical queſtion which is preſented to the houfe on this 
occalion, ſeems to he, what ate the inducements for this legiſlature to 
take up the ſubjett ? It muſt be for the ſake of making auniform ſyſ- 
tem of bankruptcy for the whole country: the arguments to en- 
force the meaſure muſt be derived from the importance of uniform 
ity on this ſubje&, rather than from the gene ral principles of bank - 
rupt laws, on which the ſtates have been in the habit of judging and 
legiſlating at their pleaſure." It is on the neceſſity of having a uni- 
form ſyſtem that the mind muſt principally reſt in forming a deci- 
hon of this queſtion, The contemplation of uniformity on any ſub- 
ject, at firſt excites pleaſing ſenſations ; indulging this pleaſing ſen-- 
ſation might lead us to expe and to attempt to make all the laws on 


all ſubjects, the ſame through the whole country; it might be urged 


that if a perſon came from one ſtate into another to ſetile an inteſ- 
tate eſtate, in Which he was intereſted, it would be unjuſt that he 
ſhould not be allowed the ſame advantages which had been given to- 
the citizens of that Rate in the one from which he came: the ſame 


— 
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might be extended to any other ſubjeR, and the argument will al. 
ways be plauſible; RP. | b% 2 
He would alſo acknowledge, that commercial ſubjeRs are in their 
nature ſo extenfive, and involve it the ſame tranlactions interefls 
and perſons ſo remote from each other, that uniformity not only 
appears more pleaſing, but is in fact more defirable and important 
on that, than on moſt other lubjetts. It had already been carried 
far in the proviſions of our law, but he believed it could not ſafe] 
be carried fo far as was propoſed in this bill, Of all branches of 
legiſlation which relate to commerce, bankrupt laws ſeem to be 
more local in their nature, and moſt to require the ſame ſtate of ad. 
vancement in commerce in the places which are to be ſubje to 
them, to have them equal or even tolerable in their operation, There 
are few countries ſo well ſuited to the uniform operations of ſuck 
ſyſtems, as Great Britain ; their inſular ſituation confines their ex. 
eftation of greatneſs to thoſe purſuits ; it is built up on commerce; 
could conceive that a ſmaller iſland might be ſtill more entirely 
commercial, and that a bankrupt ſyſtem might apply as exallly to 
their circumſtances, as to a ſmall commercial neighborhood.” How 
very different is the fituation of this country ? There are not more 
than five or fix places which are at all in fimilar circumſtances.— 
The introduction of fuch a ſyſtem to operate over this whole coun- 
try, would be to overturn all the ancient . uſages and Tnſtitutions 
which their intereſts have heretofore pointed out as neceſſary, to 
accommodate them to the circumſtances of a ſmaller part, who bear 
no proportion to them; this had already been fo ſtrongly ſtated, it 
was unneceſſary for him to purſue it farther, If the queſtion of 
| paſſing a Bankrupt law had occurred in a ſtate legiſlature, he tho't 
the ſubject would preſent itſelf even to them, in ſuch a point of 
light, that rather than to generalize legiſlation on that ſubjeR, and 
lend it forward to Congreſs to have a general bankrupt law paſſed, 
to operate over the whole country, it would'be much more likely to 
take the other direction, and be ſent down to a kind of legiſlatures 
which exiſt in ſome ſtates, inferior to themſelves, ſuch as cities and 
corporations, who have power to paſs bye-laws, and whoſe powers 
might be extended to make regulations in the nature of bankrupt 
laws, ſuch as their local circumſtances moſt particularly required. — 
At any ræte he thought it not adviſeableto make it a ſubje& of more 
general legiſlation than what is competent to the preſent ſtate gov- 
ernments. \ 78 | e Ig 
But it is infiſted on, ſaid Mr. B by ſome gentlemen, that as the 
22 to paſs uniform laws on the ſubject of bankruptcy is expreſs- 
y given to Congreſs by the conſtitution, it is their duty to do it, and 
ſome go ſo far as to ſay that it is not proper for the ſtates to legiſlate 
on that ſubject. He thought there was not great weight in that ar- 
gument. Congreſs not having paſſed ſuch a law for theſe ten years 
paſt, and the ſtates having. legiſlated upon it in their own way, is @ 
ſufficient proof that that has not been the underſtanding of the 
conſtitution, Power is alſo ex preſsly given by the conſtitution to 
exerciſe excluſive legiſlation over the ten miles ſquare which has 
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deen ceded for the permanent reſidence of Congreſs; this excluſive 
leg lation has not been exerciſed, but has been ſubmitted to the lo- 
cal juriſdiftions where the territory lies. D 


Many other inſtances might be adduced to prove the ſame thing 


if it was neceſſary. The fact is, the powers given to Congreſs as 
well as to all other legiſlatures are in general ſubmitted to their 


diſcretion to uſe them as the circumſtances of the country ſhould 


tequire. He had no doubt in ſaying, as well from the peruſal of 


the inſtrument, as from his own recollection, that many of them 


mult have been deviſed not for abſolute but indirect operation, it 
was ſuppoſed that the exiſtence of the power in Congreſs would act 
as a control and check the abuſes that might otherwiſe have taken 
place, and prevent the. neceſſity of uſing it. Any other view of 
that inſtrument, he thought, would lead to great perplexity and em- 
barraſſment. He was ſure it was the one which its beſt friends had 
originally indulged, and had made the adminiſtration of the govern- 


ment much more practicable and ſucceſsful than it otherwiſe could 


have been. — This power of paſſing a uniform act of bankruptcy, he 
had always thought was wiſely given. Some of the ſtates had be- 


fore that time fallen into the habit of making a Kind of legiſlative 


and judicial war upon the citizens of other - ſtates ; theſe” general 
controuling powers tho' but little called into uſe, had without doubt 
had effect in preventing the continuance of them. States which 
from their ſituation were more remote from commerce, might paſs 
bankrupt laws which would unreaſonably protect their retail deal- 
ers and preatly injure the merchants in large commercial cities ; 
this power in Congrefs to controul ſuch attempts, probably will 
prevent them even without the exerciſe of it; He had not heard 
of any ſuch attempts ſince the exiſtence of the preſent government. 
When they took place he would acknowledge then there would be 
an argument for the exerciſe of this power, to controul them—no 
ſuch argument is even ſtated at this time to exiſt, 


Mr. B. proceeded to conſider the obſervations made by ſeveral - 
other members; more particularly by the gentleman from Dela- 


ware, viz. that the ſtates had made ſuch bad bankrupt and inſolvent 
laws, and had in general conducted that buſineſs fo badly, that it 
was incumbent on Congreſs to take up the ſubject, to prevent in fu- 
ture ſuch frauds as had already taken place iu all parts of the coun- 
try. No man regretted more ſincerely than he did. the abuſes and 
frauds e of, but he could ſee in the preſent bill nothing 
but the increaſe of them. He thought it would be well to examine 


the ground of that argument more particularly, before they under- 


took to act upon it. An intimate view of the affairs of all human 
governments, exhibited infirmities and imperfections ; as a friend 
to this government, he wiſhed they might appear ſo to have con- 


ducted their affairs on the difficult ſubjects on which they were 
obliged to act, as to be as juſtly free from reproach as the ſtate go- 


veraments in this country generally had been. The expectation is 
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fearcely to be inllulged.” Ordinarily ſpeaking, that legiftation + 
always moſt eaſy and moſt perfect * there is the grenteſt de- 
gree of ſimilarity of circumſtances in the perſons over h Tt is to 
operate, and the moſt full and free W nge of feeliogs and inter. 
eſts between them. If there was empt to unite all Eu 
or all the eaſtern continent ander one Khverament, it muſt deal bn. 
ly in a few very general ſubjects, or it Wonſd be found at once im- 
practicahle. To 1 by weight or preſſure, to bring together 
very diſſimilar intereſts under the ſame jegiſſation, has always been 
found a very difficult and hazardous experiment. — There was a 
certain point beyond which it could never be wiſe to attempt to ex- 
' rent ſuch as experiment, unleſs the national exiſtence demanded it, 
He thought the experience of this country, without exception, jofti- 
ed this Dewar. Ihe limits of ſeveral of the ſtate governinents had 
already been found fo extenſive, as to involve intereſſs ſpo diſfiwilar, 
| * it became more and more difficult to unite them under the 
| ation of the ſame laws, and to carry them into full effect. Dit. 
ntents, jealouſtes, and animoſities were eng endered, which there 
was no way to cure, but. to give the priv of making laws — 
ter accommodated to their 8 Thoſe ſtates gen 
r to have been the moſt happy, and their Jaws beſt vari 
where their mies were fo {mall as to ſecure a good degree of im. 
Harity in the intereſts of the citizens, and in the operation of their 
laws, but not {6 finall as to make the expences of the government 
'160 burthenſome 3 and in proportion as you extend, the work be. 
comes diſſieult and hagardous. 


The ſame thing; he thought, appeared from a candid ne of | 


whe Hort , at ch aeral 


government, He did not accuſtom 
himſelf, to look back upon irs meaſures for the fake of ſſading fault, 
but for rhe ſak@aferiving inftraftion, as a guide in future meaſures, 
It had thus far, M es aperations, been principally confined 46 1wo 
ovjects —to pay fer paßt proteRion, and to afford preſent protec- 
tion. In under ts pay for paſt protection, they ſeem to have 
been under the eee of the fame femtiment which is now re- 
commended ow thisgccation, viz. that it was their duty to endes - 
| vor to de geeks © Jultice in principle chen had been done by che le- 
giilarors, who Ha before them; and therefore they undertook 
2 break up the ol 5 ſertlements, and to modify and fertle it over 
agen.“ He was wine de atlow them the beſt entjons, bur tht 
certainly appeared much to have failed jo their obje&? 
debt kw 41.1 2 by the imrigues and frands to which i 
was'exp operation, a vaſt inequality of eſtates created in 
_ this country, - and very tiny pie relief reached thoſe who had devo- 
teck their blood and treaſures to the public. Ile believed there 
were but a few at the preſent" day who did not regret their under. 
raking ta do greater juſtice than thoſe who had gone before them, 
hy affording preſent protection the fame thing preſented itſelf: 
ehe indian treaties and INTE hed. en 3 * " 
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gdb» het He never doabted the 


5 wy — of thi 
. = corteend in theſe tranfackions, but it clearly. hews that it is more 
. Hfficilrto give cffe@ to cur good jnrentions than in ſmaller gov- 
r eruments, and that they are more expoſed to be interrupted by the 
u "= mtentions and frauds which alweys exiſt in all ſocieties ; it 
a * ao ob clieck projects of mere amelſoration not juſtified by the rea- 
» things or our own experience, 
. er ſab) Rec of bankruptcy, he faid had always been ſound one of 
i. the moſt aiMeult emf petplexed problems in legiſlation, by all zov- 
d u * have attempted it it had always called forth the 
, ey of fraud and ſkratagem, to counteract their inten · 
62 Foes 2 1 Boob: beer bat badly mariaged ever by the beſt gov- 
f. - eriinvents, Tt had been hefore date! that even! in England, 4 na- 
re tion ſo *. commereial, with ell the powers of chancery which 
t- had dtways bern gocompanied with all che powers both. of church, 
| and ſtate, and enforced by petialties which neither the genius por | 
1 habit of thia country could bear, the beſt and moſt experienced jodges 
r tow doubt wherher other ir js not miore a refuge to fraud, than an aid ts 
r . This past of che fubject had been ſo fully handled by others, 
at would not . ek it. - He had no e that ſuch a 
* ment from t overnment would ſucceed well; 5 wis — 
| bs confident ir would do much miſchief, avd diſgrace the govern 
ment. A general poyernment moſt, from the nature of 418. DES 


tos looſe aud attwieldy in its movements, and too remote in _ 
of ity ro be able to counteract fraud and intrigue wit 
as much ſyeceſs as ſmaller governments. He wiſhed there mightbe 
freu the fame cantiad aud ei cdom in uſing the powers that was dif} _ - 
*. play ed in the conlticution in giving them. He did not rely molt om 
ive ide frienfhip af thofe who were continually vr os the government 
on to the moſt rougi and impraficable grob If it way able to 

if wich tolerable fairhfulneſs and ſuc ſucceſs thoſe. great du 
to which no other legiſlature was competent, he hoped and at 
ic would not bs urged into Ke 6 gjects of ameloration,, to 
which it was indeed Len ſaited, wel ws Hed by ſome e 
ſors than pt᷑ eſt ted themſelves on chis occaſion, 

The queſlion belug called far, 
M. Gris fald;” te was ſenfible that the. hoſe muſt be alen 
with the diſcuſſion" wbick bed already. taken pl»ce-on this bill; In- 
deed every, argument, perbop s, thai can be uſed for or a ipfk . 
had aYready been urged; but 15 thought ſo upprecedented a fatirs 
2s had herh uttered on the conſtitution and government of the Uni. 
ted'Sthtes, by tlie gentleman from Georgia, ought bot to paſs with- 

© but eyriment, He ſeems to think the general vernment inade- ' 
* — ane e 
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qua] to the forming of a ſyſtem, of Bankroptcy, or of providing for 
The payment of the National Pebt.; that it is incompetent to the 


*p 
building of a navy, to the defenſive protection of our front ſer, and i 
in a Word, that all the objects which it has undertaken, would: ave A 
been better done by the ſtate overnments.. What, {aid Mr. 0. 
is the inference aug. a; ki 2, Why, to be ſure, that i y 
Would be better to diflalve it, and reſtore the old Iyllem of a con. 0 
federation of the Kates; through a deſpair 'of 85 g able to admin, oy 
Iſter it to an good: effect. Mr. D. thought 1] e gentleman; hai lie 
pronounced à very un! raceful valedictory on Parting with an old 17 
friend whom he 45 long profeſſed to ſupport. R If theſe be his | 
| ſentiments, inſtead of pronouncing them on his departure from its 97 
admiuiltration, it Would have been well if he had explained his ere 
creed at an earlier perlod. FW 1 
Mr. O. differed in opinion, however, from the gentleman fro 15 
Georgia ; he believed rhis government perfectly competent to, al * 
the par poſes for wich it was inſtituted. And he thought there ne; fra 
ver was a mesſure more important in domeſtic Jegiſl tion; none gor 
which would have a greater tendency to harmonize, and. conciliate 4 
the jarring intereſts of this great community, than a bankrupt act, bt 
of which the. gentleman from Georgia ſpoke ſo lightly. It had been Ky 
conſidered by the Conventſon which formed the conſtitution a8 a 5 
proper object of national egilayion. We cannot conveniently, as 115 
has been objected, make uniform laws regulating the titles and fales che 
of real eſtates or 'teltamentary diſtribotions, without intrenching rel 
too far upon local laws and ufages ;* but, ſaid Mr. O. commerce is 85 f 
a general concern, and in this reſpect, it would be a deſirable ſpec- Jr” 
tatle to behold in every part of the union, our citizens who are en. * 
aged in the ſame profeſſion, governed by the ſame laws, and ap- if 
pealing to the ſame tribunals for juſtice. M as 
Mr. O. did not 'mean' to go at length into the ſubject; but b chi 
could not refrain from expreſſing his regret for the diſcordant a oo 
| Inconſiſtent ſyſtem of the debtor laws of the ſeyeral Rees. WA 
In the part of the country where he lived, and in all the New- \ 4 ; 
England States an individual, upon an impulfe of reſentment or jeal- | 855 
ouſy, might deſtroy his debtor root and branch, by taking out an om 
attachment againſt his property, and ſecuring himſelf to the exelu- * 
fon of all other creditors ; in other ſtares you may attach for the h 
benefir of all the creditors, and in ſome others, you can make no Ws 
attachment whatever. In one part of the union you may take 10 : 
lands, at. an appraiſement, in another part you may fell them at auc- wh 
tion. and in ſome ſtates not at all. Again, in one ſtate the body of Mis 
the debtor may be committed until he pays his debts ; in another” hen 
ſtate he ſwears himſelf free in a few days, and in a third, if he will * 
ſwear well, he is not committed for an hour. ls there any reason, | 
ſaid Mr. O. for this conflict of laws amongſt a people, Who have . 
| the ſame intereſts, who ſpeak one langnage ; and whoſe contracts 0 
are framed upon the la ne principles ? 8 5 7 8 OR boy. 
| N - FRI. ; 1 be } 
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lle had no doubt but that a ſenſe of honor and a habit of punctu- 
alit/ among merchants had, lu a meaſure remedied this defect; bur 
de befke e that great inconveniences. had ariſen for Want of a y f- 
tem of this kind. Misfortone, enterpriſe, ſpeculation and a ſpitit 
of over trading have involved thouſands in ruin; The compaſſion 
die to real misfortune Is diminiſhed by the number of its victims; 
aud the diſgrace that ſhould attach to fraudulent bankruptcy is re- 
ſiered by the influence of the delinquents. Men fail for millions; 
and though thefe Leviathans of ſpeculation; after having ſunk in the 
ocean for, a time, may riſe again and reyel on the furface, yet the 
widows.apd orphans, the fair merchants, induftrioas tradeſmen, and 
credulons friends, who-are involved in the ſayie whirlpool, rife,no 
To prevent theſe miſchiefs ſaid Mr. O. we ſhould give to 'credi- 
tors a control over the property of their debrors, ſo as to ſtop the 
fraudulent in their career, and we ſhould reſcue the honeſt, but un- 
fortunate inſolvent from the oppreflion of a vindictive creditor. -He 
was of opiuion, this law would furnith the remedy deſired. Among 
the various objections offered} to this ſyſtem, two only had appeared 
to him deſerving of attention. One was, that our fituation being 
very different. from that of Great Britain, as dur citizens often ex 
erciſe more than one trade, it will be difficult to Hmit the extent of 
the act. In anſwer'ro this, he would ſay ; that gur fituation in this 
reſpect, is preciſely ſimilar to her's, nce doth we and they are a 
commercial people. We have large cities, populous villages, and a 
country more or leſs populous. So baye they. Our cities and vil- 


lages, It is zrue, are not ſo full of people as theirs, yet the ſame di- 
viſor of Tabor and of profeſſions, will ber found in them. If. you 
look at Boſton, . Philadelphia, New: York, and Bajtiviore, you find 
things much in the ſame (tate as in the large towns of Great Bri- 
tain, In the villages, it is true, e are not ſq diſtinct- 
ly marked as in the cities, ſome of the mechanics being alſo tra- 
ders. This is alſo the caſe in England; and if you go into the 
country, either here or there, you will probably find the farmer 
ſometimes employed in tanning of leather or in making of bricks.” 
But is it to be concluded from, this, that it is impoſſible to aſcertain 
whe are, and who are not, the objects of this law ? Without goin 
into detail, he would give a ſhort anſwer to this enquiry; If the. 
buſineſs of buying and ſelling be a man's principal profeſſion, he 
would be canfidered a trader, and be hable to bankruptcy ; but if 
his trading be only an incidental thing he would not be compre- 
hence f“ p ], 
Another objection to this bill was, that from the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of this country, punctuality ia payment cannot be ex». | 
pected. To whom, ſaid Mr. O. does ibis remark apply. To 
country traders ? If ſo, he would allow that men of this deferip- 
tion cannot always be ttritly punctual; bur "theſe men will then 
be in a better firvation under this act than they are in at preſent. 
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If a ehe 6roder 18 now tardy in his pa 


ymeuts, a0 ad 
the ſtrongeſt poſſible infacement to ſtrive to be the firſt to 
payment ; but, after a bankrupt law is paſſed, creditors will _y 
the ſame inducements to be indo) gent; WY will know, that in caſe 
of failgre, the bankrupt's property 
m; that by ſtriking the firſt blow ain no advantage, 
bi: e none by refrainjng ; thus there wor ariſe a common 3 
mwongſt them to pnt off the bankruptcy, and to give the debtors 
time to make payment, until 3 It was evident a man could * Oo: 
e his difficylties. _ 
tlemen complain of the ſcarcity of circulating mein; 10 3 
er the want of punctuality. The only way, ſaid Mr. O. to 
make money plentiful, 45 to paſs this law. The preſent ſcarcity is 
artificial. There is plen of e in the coffers. of the rich, 
and in the city banks, and it is becauſe thoſe who have it are afraid-. 
of truſting it za the count 1 under the preſent laws for the recovery 
of debt, that | it is hoarded, or let at exhorbitant intereſt. But when 
once the monied men are fatisfied that the laws will ſecure their 
money to them, by a lien upon all the eſtates of their debtors, an 
honeſt trader will be able 10 obtain the loan of money on fair and 
legal intereſt. He boped, therefore, the bill would pr 
Mr. O. having fat down, and the call bei we} pen don 7 128 
ed for the queſtion, the clerk proceeded to. cal and nay ; 
when having called the firſt name, Mr. pwn an Nr Nicholas, 
were both on the floor to have ſpoken on 2 eſtion,. bur W. 
Speaker inf them they were too ms the erk havi 
menced his call, they ſat down, and the of the Lens 2 


was proceeded with, The o_ 715 nays were ten flows? 1 
"Meſſrs, Allen Writs Bayard, Brace, Brook li 
( 5 een 


mal, Cochran, Craik, Dans, Dennis, Dent, E 
Foſter, Gilleſpie, Glen, Goodrich, Griſwold, Havns, Har 


man, Hoſmer, Inlay,  Kittera, Livingſtoy,  Machir, atthews, 
Bay 49g ** 2 a Rutledge, Schure- 
man, Sewa epherd, Sinnickſon, e e Thomas, 
Van Alen, Wadſworth, Wan. SAYS. la ve: / 2.9: SI 
Meſſrs. Baer, nxr, Bal dip, Por Blount, 1 Buock, Cabel, T. 
CE laiborne, C , lay, Clopton, Day ſon, 9, 
mendorf, Findley, D. Foſter, J. Freeman, Gallatin, Gordo e. 
Grove, Harriſpo, Heiſter, Havens, Holmes, Jones, — Lymai 
Macon, M*Dowel, New, Nicholss, J. Parker, Beed, Skigner, 
Smith, W. Smith, Spre 15 N N Trigg 
| Tri Varnum, Vena Pd R. W Williams... == 
onſequently the bill is loft. 
Dir. Otis meved that — at the jaft n ag the 
Tk of Thomas Cox 84d aſe un . ee 1 
whole houſe, ' Agrecd. ee NA tas a 


1 equally divided 2 a 
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er, fromthe commitzes of waxy and means, faid, that thes 

ving received from the Secretary of, the Treaſory, 6 
in ker 2 arrenging into one ddt ail the laws impaſin 

; duty en ſpirits Aiſtüled widhen the United States, and on til} 

think it Sond. be adviſable to have it printed,, d had defired him 8 

w leave #0 do ſo. Granted. | 
4 „ . committee propoſeal whe following | I 

otion. : 

« Reſolved, That the innit of ways and Sheen babe lows 
io report « will uo author ite the rejmburiement of monty adeanred 
by COS aid of ew * Hane ſeamen in green 
countr AQ | 

Mr, H. faid, that twelve cents a dag were allowed by law to 
our Conſuſs for every feaman who fhall ſtand in need of ſupport ; . 
but this had been an inafdequate allowance for the preſent times. - 
Lift feffion 30,000 dollars were approprizted for this object for the / 
lat year ; he ſappoſed 20,500 might be wanted for rhis ; but the 
committee thought it neceflary to have the expengitures author. 
ized, heed the 4 qfead was made, 

The xeſolution being agreed to, Mr. H, reported a bill for this 
purpoſe, which was read and committed, . 

Mr. H. from the ave committee, 17 1eaye. to report 3 wh” 
making 8 ar the part of en or 1 FP 


7 
; Mr. H. alſo propoſed 1 85 following > refolption ;. 3 2 
« Refolved, Thas ſp uch of 3 report of the cauunlttee 11 | 
vial and ynfinifhed bafigeſs os relates to the act or acts reſpecting 
the compenſation of. Clerks, be referred to the committee of ways 


aud means. | 
The eqmpenſation of cho Clarks bara refereed 60, had brew wade 
by a renewal of this nt et every ſeihew, In order to prevent this 
trouble, the. mitte think is will be beſt to EE OO; 


law apan the abject, The reſolution was 


Mr. Gallatin preſented the p 70 of Richard EE praying | 
for reHef on. Seine of a veſſe] of his which was detained at Bour- 
day, by embargo, and by chat weans A from returning 

to this copntry within * time ſtipulaed! aw ſuſpending the 
commercial intercourſe het wixt this ax France, Refer» 
red tg the committee of the whole to whom bas been committed 
2 bill farther ap ſuſpend the commergjel iazercourle hetwixt This | 
country gef France. | 

Mr. Yarapm, Rn committee of cletions, reported zhat Ro- 
are only e e e e e 


he on dhe dee. 

Wedueiday, anuary 16. 
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peniſatioh for certain ſervices of the intetpreter. Referred. te be 
ES OT MINS een 


committee of claim. 3T eee eee 
Mx Cochran” preſented u petition from Garrett Wiekman a fol 
dier in the war, praying for compenſation, Which was 'referret 10 
the ame comtnittee; ö 
Mr Livingſton preſented a memorial from committees of the Me. 
dical Society, of the Health Office, of the Chamber of Commetce 
and the Corporation of the city of New-York, ſtating the'imeohive; 
nienties and miſchiefs ar iſing from veſſels arriving from foreign 
countries, diſcharging foul cargoes, and bad air, at the wharyes of 
that city, during the hot ſeaſon of the year, and praying Congreſt 
to provide a piece of land at the Narrows, or ſome other place 
diſtant from the city, where, ſtores being erected theremm during 
certain months veſſels may diſcharge their cargoes, and have them 
purified, . Referred to the committee of comme ce. 
Mr. Gallatin called up the reſolution. which he laid on the table 3 
few days ago, requeſting the Prefident to lay certain papers before 
the houſe reſpe&ing our diſpute with the French republic. 
Mr. D. Foſter hoped the . from Pennſylvania would pot 


urge a deciſion upon this reſolution at this time. He was himſelf at 
the Secretary of State's office this morning, and mentioned that The 
houſe were in ex pectation of a communication on this ſubjekt. He 
was informed that it was in forwardneſs, and might be expected 10 
be made to-morrow, He hoped therefore the reſolution would be 
ſuffered to lie: if not, he ſhould move a poſtponement of it, 
Mr. Gallatin agreed to its lying. 
On motion of Mr. Grifwold the houſe again refolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole, on the bill for the puniſhment of certain 
_ crities therein ſpecified, - 9 TEE De Naim eg WT * 
Mir. Ifaac Parker ſaid, when the reſolution upon which this bilt 
was founded wag under conſideration; he gave it all the confidera- 
tion which its novelty and importance demanded. Hel was then fa 
tisfied that the object was a good one, and that there ought 10 ben 
law to carry it into effect, and he was highly gratified to find that 
there was ſo large a majority of the houle of the ſame opinion. 
© This bill, ſaid he, is founded upon the principle that the Nec 
of the United States have given to the Executive department, the 
power to negotiate with foreign governments and to carry on all f0- 
reign relations, and that it is therefore an uſurpation of that 
power for an individual to undertake to correſpond with any foreign 
1 any diſpute between the two governments, ot for any 
ate government, or any other department of the general 'govern- 
ment to do it, But when the bill came to be reported; Teveratgen 
tlemen who voted in favor of the reſolution, oppoſed the bill; on 
the ground that it went farther than the reſolution authoriſed jus 
they believed it would include in its operation, individuals «who 
might be purſuing their private affairs abroad, without any intention 
of interfering between the two governments. The objection wv 
ſtarted by the gentleman from Perinſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) and pro- 
| fecuted by ſeveral others, The gentleman from Georgia reg 


; _ 4 * „ * 
) | \ 
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at the prineiple (which-be allowed to be a good. one) could not be 
aro into el ir 97 85 e te rights of g de Mr. 
b. thought that ntleman, as he was one of the committee appoin- 
ted to confider the ſubje&, ought to have laid before that commit- 
tee a plan Which ke thought better than the one reported, for he 
thought his objettions went more to the principle vf the bill than” to 


w 


its details; | 


| The only objection urged agajnſt this bill which had ay weight | 


upon his mind, (was that which complained; that the bill was top 
voſely drawn, and that it would, from this'cireumſtance, though it 


certainly could not be intended to do ſo, include citizens proſecuting 


their individual concerns in foreign countries, and bring them into 
jcopardy, If the whole ſcope of the bill Was attended te, he did 
not believe that any ſuch conſequences could ariſe from it-; becauſe 
every perſon liable e er ed, this bill, muſt be acting con- 

trary. to the authority of the United States, and perſons of the de- 


ſcription alluded to, are expreſsly authorĩiſed by law to proſecute 


their claims abroad. But an argument had been uſed. by gentlemen 


all round the houſe, which had undoubtedly. weight. It. Was this 
You ſay: theſę perſons are not meant to be included, What objec - 
tion, therefore, can you have to. ſatisfy us that they cannot be in. 
cluded, by the agmiſſion of a proviſo to exclude hem.“ Though he 
himlelf had no doubt on the fubjeR, yet be thougbt it was no wore 
e to remove thoſe of other gentlemen, It is true 
the courts might force a conſtruction of the law ſo as to include 


— 


theſe perſons; Within its operation, though this could never be exũ- 


pected. It was, however, doubtleſs proper to leave as little to the 
diſcretion of the court in penal law as poſſible. Under this im- 
preſſion, he had prepared an amendment for the purpoſe of ex, 
cepting the perſons in queſtion from the operation of this bill. 
Mr. P. faid it might be objected to an amendment of this kind, 
that the, proviſo indicates, that it was the opinion of the legiſlature 
that without it, the law would have included the perſons excepted, - 
tut he believed, this was not a juſt, concluſion, ſince he had ſeen 
nany acts paſſed, in which clauſes of this kind had been inſerted, 
merely with. a view of removing individual doubrs. It was with 
this view that he propoſed this amendment. It was as follows: 
Provided always that nothing in this act contained, ſhall b 
conſtrued to abridge the right of any citizens of the United States, 
to apply by theme 
ernment; or agent thereof, for the redreſs of any injury in relation” 
to perſon or property, which ſuch individuals may have ſuſtained 
from ſuch government, any of its agents, eitizens or ſubjects. 
The motion was put and carried, 67 votes being for it. 


Mr. Harriſon ſuppoſed gentlemen would have ſufficiently ga "a 


they 


their purpoſe by having a law. of this kind enacted, and hope 
vould therefureſuffer it to go out of our: code at the 
To effect this purpoſe, he moved a limitation clauſe, 


The motion was negatived, 49 to 32 
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and the motion was negatived, 57 to 39 


3 | CONGRESSIONAL | 
* | Mr. Harper chavedfab amendment ly the body of rhe bil in thet 
words, “ with intent to uſhrp the authority of the government of 
the Ukited States, By intermeddhog in any diſpute, 1 or 


ie ag between the, United 8 and ſach ' govern, 
e intent to defeat or oounteract any or mer 


'A 


W 


1 ee eee N — wich 
5 inſtead of * gr. with intent, 
After ſume debate, which — it inpontanb üs epo 
the queltion-on this latter motion, was put and carried; 9% votes 
being far it. The: queſtion was then takew on tl 2 
_ amended, and jv eee to r. 
The committee them rofe, and the amanimen propue 
by Nr. Ifant Parker, which had bee ag end to, 
- My. Nicholas called the yeas and nd upem i | The: 
| G1 and nays, 25. Tue nays were, Meffrs. Ahlen, Bayard; 
Brooks, Champlin, Cochran, Craik, Dennis, 4 Cen. Lans, Fi 
Felter, D. Foſter, J. Freeman; Goodrich, e -F Hind- 
man, Tinla Lyman, Morgan, Mortis, „Apr 
Worworid, Waln, and J. Wilen N * N 
Mr. pggletton a renewed the en din cbt Sch had been 
e N by Mr. Harper in the committee of the whole: 
but atter ſome obſtrvations a Aſt * Mr. Gallatin, as - tending 
ro place the crime pro bete to 1 on more uncertaiq 
grounds than it flands 5 in The bill at 3 Nr. E. wichdrew his 
motion. 
Mr. Harriton reuewed his Imitation choſe, 2 called the. yen 
and nays upon it. It was negatived, 56 to 414. 
Mr. W. Claiborne renewed the amendment which had beed with: 
Fs by Mr. Eggleſton, giving his reaſons for ſo doing, that it 
would, in his opinion, Bs the bill more explicit than it nov 
ſtands, and called the yeas and nays * it. Ta were taken, 


yeas wert 
Brace, 


Mir. Gallatin ſaid, he wiſhed to pr N other amendment! 
to this bill. It appeared to kim ther this bill may not only pusiſt 
as offences, acts not criminal in themſelves ; but ſuffer thoſe-whic 
ure criminal to paſs unpuniſhed, This bil f makes it criminal © tt 
enter into any verbal or written intercourſe . with ang foreign go 
erumeot, or any officer or agent thereof, with intent ro iuflyenct 
the meaſures or conduct of —of what 7 © That government 

| that it does not make it criminal to influence the condut of an office] 

or agent of ſuch foreign government. He allowed there might" 
cafes in which it would not be criminal thus to influence the 0 
or agents of a Ore * But it is * ſaid mY ths 
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1 adele 1 che permiſſion or authority of the United States; 
chat individuals who may be excluded by the Conſtitution from ne- 
negoclating for the United States, may negociate, not with a o- 
reign government, but with its bfficers or agents, not ro change the 
meaſures of their government, but to influence the meaſures or con- 
duct of ach officers or agents. And would not a conduct of this 
kind, he aſked, be highly criminal? And might it not produce more 
ſerious effects, 1 than'the ener propoſed to be puniſhed by this bill? 
He thought it might, and therefore propoſed ro amend the bill, * | 
adding the words, “or of ati officer or agent thereof. | 
\The'ytas and nays Were taken upon this Age" They ware, 
61 yeas, and 25 na \ 

Mr. Gallatin 5 he would attempt e mark to 2efive this. bill, 
by propoſing an amendment which met bis ideas, and if it were a- 
dopted he would vote in favor. of the . of the bill. It was 
bis object to diſtinguiſh, between acts of a criminal ngture and thoſe 
which are perfectſy innocent; as he did not think a man who 
ſhould be the meaus of the raiſing an embargo by a foreign govern- 
ment, ſtou ld be puniſhed- equally with a man who ſhould proture 
in embargo to be laid ; ora men who procured the reſtoration" off. 
nillians of property, with a man who ſhould chuſe that property 
to be condemned: or a man Who ſhould be the means of. procuring. 
peace to his country, with him who ſhobl be the means of involv- 
ing us in war. Te therefore propoſed to inſert the following * 
in a manner detrimental to the United States. 

This amendment was warmly oppoſed by Meſſrs. Harper, Plnck- 
ney, Sprague, aud Bayard ; and ſupported by the mover and Mr. 
Nicholas; but as the debate on this ſubje& has already occupied 
nuch of our room, and as Farther diſcuſſion took place on the paſ- 
age of the bil, which we ſhall have occaſion to notice, Na 
ſaid on this occaſion, will not be reported. The amendment was 
negatived, 54 to 40 and then mo pk was W is be read a 

© OO: VVV | 5 


7 bureday, 8 1 7. 1 85 


Mr. Hartley 5 a number of petitiom t cok of each 
other) from 74 county of York, ſigned by upwards of 1800 per- 
(ons, complaining againſt ſeveral laws paſſed at the laſt ſeſſion. He 
moved the uſual reference. which ves agreed to. P 

Mr. Hana preſented; petitions from the county of Donpbin, in 
* ſame 1 with thoſe from York ent, ligned by $04 per- 
ons ; an | | 

Mr. Gallatin preſented a petition _apd F ee from Wan- 
igton county, ſigned by 1544 perſons, of a fiwilar nature with the 
above, which had alla the fame reference... 200 
The SHOWER: IE es the Foufe a communication mY the 
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States incloſing a report from whe Pirertor of te Mint, wit x 


munications were ordered to be printed. | „ 
159 N g n Kn ee 
On motion of Mr. Harper, the committee of the whole to whom 
vas referred the bill to xegulate aad fix the compenſation of clerks, 
| was diſcharged from a further canfideration of ĩt. and it was recom- 


; ſome alterations. | W Ai 4 pL SIN 
Mir. Phrckney pre ſunted a peririor from the ſaperviſor of te Rev. 


8 eue of South Carohna praying for an increats#-of campeaſariots 


Tuo houfe again reſolved itſelf into a comminrer” of: the whole er 
the bill to amend the ramp Act; When Me. 8 
ſection to the bill, 2 every certificate: of: im any 
bank or inſurance compeny ae one handred and not excecdivg 
four hundred dollars, fhall 


Otis, for excluding bonds at or wir 60 days from the'execptior 
in favor of notes of this deſtription, My. Galiatiy hopecd it woeld 
not be agreed to. Mr. Gordon alſb ſpoke agunſt , a Mr, Bay- 
ax d in its favor. It was negatived, 26 votes only being in it favor. 


On rhe! other amendment of Mr. Otis, vg tHe defaced 
amps (ould be allowed for, My. Weln (bid: if ie were to, 
it woald open a door for fruuch One of rhe priveipet* u why 


notes at: of ander. 60 days, were mode to pay u Jeſs duty* Hat 

others was, becauſe a number of ſtamps uſed in this way would be ge. 
_ceffarily defaced by . merchants drawing notes which never Would 
be diſcounted. Mr. W. bad ho dobbt-thav im particular inſtances, 
indir iduals might ſuffer from ſtauſpæ iog accidentally. defaced ; 


Jew of the preſent duty. The motion was riegatived; 446-27 


. _ 
* 
- \ 1 . 
* o 
\ 


k 


rene of rhe Treaſhry, wth! certahn (arententy prepared un- 
der chat officer, reſpecting he mr. 
A mefliige was alſo reteiveck from the Preſident of the Unitet 


tate of rhe coivage of tie mint for the alk year. © Both theſe cm- 


mitred to the committee ob ways and means, in order to undengo 


whichwas referred to the committee of ways: and miewys; - 


x new 


| pay the ſum of 2 5 cents, und aH above 
400 dollars, an additional dury of 5 ceurs for every rh deltary; it 


The committee then role, and the heuſt tock wp the amend ments. 
When that. was come to wWanell was yeſterday introduced hy Mr. 


bur he believed if this proviſton-paffed, alf the 60 day notes not 
diſcoarret, wontd' be include within r. 

M. S. Smith: was alſo oppofed* to it ; arid the amendment was 
negatived without a diſſenting voce. 


Su the amendment to fill the Blank allowing a compettfurioh to 


superviſors for ſtampiug and ſelling ſtamps, witli fbur per cent, a 


econſiderable debate took place; it was oppoſed by Mr. Gallatin, on 


iie grounq; of its being too much in ſome caſes, aud ton Hetle' in 


others; and ſupported by Meff. Otis, Harper and Pucknen, I 
- was at length carried, the yeas and nays being taken 49 0 0 
Phe bill was chen ordered to he engroſſed for & third reading de- 


- 
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Mr. Joſiab Parker, from he committee to whom was referred ſo 
8 much of the Prelident's Speech as related to the Navy Eſtabliſh- 
itef ment, made a report, in parti. This report was 100g... It takes. a 
hic 


view of our Fa nav, and of tbe manger in-which it has been 
employed, ef the ſervice which it has rendered in defending, the 
2 cummerce of the,cogntry ; and infers that the benefits which. have 
bon ! 2<<rped from it have been greater than to counterbalance- all the 
; expence which Has attended it. The report copcludes with propo- . 
ling ſundry reſolutions for carryiug iutot effect the late report of the 
1 192 the Navy — The report was committed, aud ordered 
to | 10 1 , 1 3 * - * 1 8 
The bl for the . puniſhment of certain crimes ther ein ſpecified, 
was er. the third time, and upon the queſtion, “Shall this hill 
N Mr. L ivingſton. Nat having had the advantage of being in- 
ſlructed by the diſcuſſion of che · reſolve which produoed the preſent 
bill, Jendeavored to compenſate for that migfortune by the moſt 
unremiited attention to the arguments ſince its recommitment. A 
4hoſe-argumienrs chiefly torned on the general principles of the att, 
1 had hoped to have diſcovered in them, as well the neceſſity for 


the meaſure as the propriety of the particular remedy propoſed; — : AM 
In both -thoſe -expettations, dir, 1 have been diſappointed. No de- 1 
ceſſity has beep ſhewn for the ine aſure. No arguinenis have evin- 0 | 


ced the'fitnefs of theſe proviſions to arreſt the evil if it ſhould exiſt. 
I bave always believed, fir, that laws, more eſpecially thoſe of a 
penal nature, ſhould not be paſſed without an acknowledget nece\- 
ſity. Every law js a reſtraint on natural Hberty, and every uſeleſs 
reſtraint is a wanton exerciſe of power, which a wiſe legiſlatyre 
will not, and à limited ane cannot indulge. Laws of this deſcrip- 
tian ought to be unequivocal in their language;.they ſhould operate 
equally s their penalties ſhould hear a due proportion to tlie offence, _ 
_ and they ſhould be adequate to the end propoſad. Theſe priyci- 
ples are for generally admitted as the baſis of all penal legiſlation, 
that any 2 to eſtabliſh their vglidity might ſeem preſpwptu- 
ous, or at leaſtufgles. e 
Let us then, amine how gar dhe preſent meaſure will hear the 
teſt af theſe nules 3 und alk hlt, What is che eil complained f? 
Rs Where is the neceliity for dhe propoſed neſtraint ? Two anſwers 
t Was BY have been attempted to nis prelimvinary and moſt important queſ- 
5 tion — the one drawn from af ſtate of the politics of Europe, 
on to the other ſrom a particular occorrence which hat lately happened, 
fat, a as relating to the United States. Me are told firſt; trat the ſtate 


in, 00 t of the world at this evendful-period, calls for unuſpal and energetic 
tle in f meaſures to repel efforts that are now firſt made to ſeparate tbe 
F. lei people from their government; to deſtroy ſocial order, and overtüurn 


adde conftitutional Rabymments of 'markind: 1 cannot, fir. ſee che 


ge cocveccian between theſe fears and the pro yiſlons of the bin under | 
- I *oofideration, nor how. we alt prevent thoſe evils by forbiading i 
: N 
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nan individual to aid his government in promoting the ſucceſs of 
their negociations ; but in epquiring into a neceflity Which it is 
' ſaid arifes from'a general ſtate of things, affetting all natibns, but 
more particularly thoſe who are neareſt to the fource of this evil... 
Let us aſk whether any of them have thought à meaſure like the 
preſent eſſential to their fafety 7 The poſture. of affaits in Euro 
is ſaid imperiouſſy to evince. the neceflity of adopting the plan 
- Which gentlemen have propoſed to us. If theſe things are fo, oa 
| does it happen that no nation in Europe has yet diſcovered the ne. 
_ ceffity for a law like this ? Are they leſs ex poſed to danger from 
this ſource ? Gentlemen, on the contrary, tell us they are more ſo 
from their local poſition. Are they then inattentive to their ſafety? 
- Surely they muſt be blind not to ſee the danger if it is ſo urgent 2 
is deſcribed, How is it, then, that under theſe circumftances; all 
the nations of the earth have not fortified themfelves by penalties, 
on this weak, unguarded fide? Why is it that not a fingle inſtance 
can be produced of one people who have deemed this a neceſſary 
addition to their code? And that even in countries where the att 
might he deemed a breach of prerogative, it is never puniſhed, or 
. conſidered as a crime, except when the inference is to counteratt the 
views of government—and permit me here to declare, if that were 
| the only object of the preſent bill, it ſhould not meet with my oppo. WI n 
ion. | . | 2:4 , TORO | | 
+ The gentleman from South-Carolina, indeed, endeavors to account 
for this tacit evidence againſt his pohtions, by ſaying that the caſe is 
new; that domeſtic tieachery, and excitements to inſurrection, 
were neier before reſorted to as the means of warfare, and that 
therefore we have no inſtances to guide us in the hiſtory of. foreign 
- Juriſprudence, Again, Sir, let me repeat that there is no eonneGon 
between domeſtic treachery and the crimes created by this bill. The 
acts which will be puniſhable after its paffage, are fuch as before 
weie innocent, at leaſt, if not praife-worthy, But if the bill did 
apply to domeſtic treaſon and infurreftion, how can the gentleman 
+ ſupport the aſſertion that theſe are novelties in war, Does not the 
gentleman's ancient eruditi6n,* as well as his modern reading, teach 
| him the reverſe ? In what war have not thefe ſecret machinations 
been reſorted to, as well as open force ? If, then, no nation, though 
all more expoſed to danger from this ſource than we are, has guatd- 
ed itſelf by a fimilar provifion,” the deduction is a fair one, that vo 
ſ nation has either apprehended danger or experienced evil for the 
; want of this addition to their code, and that of courſe the argument I ' 
drawn from the general flate of Europe not only gives uo ſupport 
to the bill, but as ſar as ex ample goes, ſhews,us that it is uſeleſs or mi 
Chievous. But though unneceſſary in other countries, it is {aid to 
be demanded here by circumſtances 'peculiar to ourſelves; that a 
tranſaction has lately happened which evinces the danger of individ- 
ual interfe:ence in national concerns; and loudly calls for the-zanc- 
tion of a penalty to prevent it in future, Ia adverting to this pat 
cular inſtance, I am ready to admit the audacity of that interference 
| which, without the aid of a commiſſion or inſtruQtions, procured the 
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releaſe of a number of valuable ſhips, and the enormity of the crime 
which effected the difcharge of many valuable citizens from a foreign 


priſon; but while I admit the great injury we have received by ſuch 
unauthoriſed and wicked acts let me caution the houſe againſt being 


led away by the indignation ſuch conduct muſt naturally infpire, '1 
have always been taught to believe, that laws paſſed to meet particu- 


lar caſes, and under the influence of paſſions which arc excited by 


the animoſity of party, are generally bad laws; that they are ſor the 


moſt part cruel and oppreſſive, and are-commonly repealed as ſoon 
us — on ſubſides, and legiſlation reſumes its calmneſs and dignity. 
ou are, indeed, told, Sir, that it is impoſſible to foreſee every 


evil, or imagine every crime, that therefore, in many inſtances, it is 


impoſſible to legiſlate until the evil occurs, and that then it is a duty 


to apply the remedy. This reaſon is perfectly juſt, when appliedio 


improper acts, which are prevalent, which are injurious in their ef- 
fects, and which, unleſs prevented, might frequently. again occur; 
but it ſurely cannot apply, as in the preſent caſe, to a ſolitary in- 
ſtance, which had operated beneficially ; but Which was not likely 
to be repeated. The laws, Sir, which different nations have paſled, 
- when keated by the paſhon of the moment, to operate on particular 
_ caſes, would make us fmile at ther {ingularity and folly, if we were 
not forced to weep. at their cruelty and oppreſſioun. 


will mention a few inſtances from the hiſtory of a nation with 


which we are all familiar, and will confine myſelf io a ſhort period, 
during the reign of Henry the eighth, a period when acts of this 
kind were more prevalent than at any other time; when every new 
fangled dottrine in religion, ev 
the foundation of à law, and when the parliament did not bluſh at 
the title or proviſions of an act to prevent the diverſity of opin- 


capriee of the monarch became 


| ions,” How far, Sir, we have travelled in this road, how far we 
have attempted already. to fetter, if not the indulgence, at leaſt the 
ex preſſion of opinion, thoſe Who hear me will Judge, That we may 


proceed no further in this path, let us examine fome of their laws 
made on the 
ridicule attached to them which ſurely will not invite our imitation, 
In the period to which 1 have referred, a cook belonging to the 
biſhop of Rocheſter Mixed ſome poiſon in one of his diſhes, or per- 
haps dreſſed it fo ill, that the biſhop and ſome of his gueſts died of 
nan indigeſtion.” The parliament, feelingly alive to every abuſe, zeal- 


ous to puniſh every crime, began immediately to legiſlate, and as 


trealon was then as faſhionable a term as ſedition is here, they with 
— propriety, attainted the cook. of high treaſon, and, to preſerve 
' lome kin 


of relation between the puniſhment and the offence, * 
1 
4 


ordered him to be boiled in his own pot. But this was not all. 


was not enough to puniſh any offender. This would have been do- 
ing things by halves. They extended the penalties of high treaſon - 
to every future offence; and, as if none but one of the ſame proſel- 
ſion could be guilty of the crime, decreed that the ſame culinary 


| puniſhment ſhould forever be ip flicted. 1 2 OP 
Whenever a doubt aroſe. in the mind of the 


n 


pn” 
*# Fa * 
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„as it is called of the occaſion, and we ſhall finda 
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his contoGon of faith, or the. idekicy of bis miſteely,, whonevar dhe 

 goad of che kingdom ablglutely required that he fhould change his 

Teligiog or cut off the head of his queen; Whenever any of theſe 

cales occurred, the ede ready in their zeal to provide {or 

te important object of the maman;, endeayourcd tokeep pace with 

he jpcomprebenſible changes of his faith, wery i,“, ed 1ll 

#hole to be condemned us heretics, Who dated do daubt when the 

| King was convinged—and, iv the lame ſtile of leg Hatiun hut with a 

Vale variety of manner, orgered them to be nicely roaſted. - bf the 

Improvements had then.exited, I have no doubt other 1 

Would have giver; us further varieties Jo the aut af couking/for 
W S RA "ns 0k 

 liſguſting, fir, and ridiculaus as theſe legiſlatiue proviſions are, 

they Tempered mow out. of the rage far paſting las n particylar 

occaſions ; thopgh we may avoid the ſavage penalties I have 

quoted, there ãs no ſaying bow far we may extend the pegalines of 

dition, or - where our definition pr aniſdemeanars wall end. I 

thank God that a canſtitutional barrier, I hope tus ſtrang to be 

broken, is placed between our powers and the deſinition of treafan; 

chat we cannot make uſe of it as an engine to employ in che prexa- 

Jent ſyſtem of terror. It is not true then, fir, that any general con- 

ſiderations require this law ; and if a particular inftance bas occur- 

red, 1 think it has been ſhewn'to be improper and even ridiculous 
to make it the ſubject of ſegiflatio n. 

If. however, Sir, I had conſidered this meaſure as unnegeſſary on- 

Iy; I do not know that I ſhould have troubled the houſe with any 

© obſeryations on the ſubject. 1 ſhould have ſaid to myſelf, *4he 

entlemen who propoſe this meaſure have long been excluſive 

| 1 of government; we have the beſt authority for belie- 

| ing it, they tell us ſo themſelves ; they alone kuow the diſeaſes of 

the ſtate ; they alone cap apply the remedy; and though its utility 

zs not apparent to my enlightened mind, yet, in due time, the wil- 

of their meaſures will unfold itſelf. I wayld have ſaid, the gen · 

_ tleman from S. Cargling has dreamed of more plots ; he has in his 

 thands che threads of a new conſpiracy ; his friend from Maffachv- 

detts has received another memorial from Paris, let us vait patient 

Jy ; they bave ſo well fatisfied us on the ſcone of their former ap- 

Prehenſions, that we ought to put implicit canfidenge in eir aſſer - 

tions now.. This resſoning, fr, would have ſurpaſſad my oppelt- 

tion if I bad viewed in this bill only an uſeleſs mj,,G ; b i is 

worſe; it is a pernicious ane at is defective in that great ani Jegd- 

ing characteriſtio of all good laws—in preciſſon . A aw. 

_ ought to be ſo clear to the meaneſt capacity, that no d ſhould 

exiſt of ts conftra@ion, that he who runs may read ic: und that. 

"hen about to act, we may know at once by recurring to lein, 
evident expreſſions, whether we ſhall incur a penalty. 

Can gentlemen. recur to this law, and ſeriouſly declare that they 

ave a clear idea of the preciſe acts upon which it is deſigned te 
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eo operate ? melt enlightened min ds cpt chend it, can they fay | 
mat ir wil. got prove's ſhare to eutrep the ilfiter#te-and unwary 4 
Or niaft a em & he bab never learned tb poiſe Inis words, 16 weight 9 
out Wis ſentendes in a technica* Halunce, muſt He always have a laws 

yer at His ee, ro guide, not only Hy schöns, but his moſt un guard. 1 
as words, without adverting to the namerous claſs of words ard il 
ations which- I wight fppoſe to come within; or off a different * 
cotiſte@Mon to be left witfioar, the proviſtons of this ac? Let we T1 
only refer to tie vr opinions we have heard! as ro its oper atm 
orttily floor. Many” of thefe; legal opittibris of che higheſt reſprcka. ? 
tility : Seareely two of them hade agreed; and yer ir is contended, 
the law is ſuſſteientiy preciſe. We its framer, after a week de- 
liberation, With ul rhe advantages our ſituatiom affords; cannor de- 
termine te Hm, of 2 law, which we yet inſiſt char the prople 
half under tend and obey—this rova'khw' Highly penal, and ner 
to treten and felony; thee moſt ſo i of ο,,,e © - r 
Nor oy umcer tabu; the law is aHo unequal in it opertition-; Ir = 
reduces actions highly criminal in themſelves and miſchitevoas in | 
their effects; to a fevef with: others, which, if d us, are only 

ſo by # very remott teudency, and whoſe criminaffty is only cre 3 
ted by the Ul. This objection has beer ably ſtared; aud Ho, fir, 
was ir aue red? By a reference to the poet veſted in the judge, 9 
of img and imprisaing witnin the diſcretionury Umits left by tie | 
law. Te is true, fir, there is that difcretion'Tefr, and it is that of 7 
which F cbmplbip. Every wife Tepiſſator will leuve as little to the 
interpretation of a judge as poſſſble he will endeavor to Hniit dif- 7 


cretiom hy rules — and will not give the” judge a pdwer of vB 
lepiſlitig on each” particuler cafe, Diſcretionary power to tlie i 
extent contended for has this effet. Acts tutully diflinitar, are = 
claſſed py gn i the ſume law; and the jpdge Hus a diſcretionar x ; 

, of declwirſy that the petaulty intended for the moſt aggrava- i 
ted oritne; Mall Sermfliffed'on one whofe offence is ſo lightly ſepa- | 


rated frum infocetiee, that the lite is ſcarcely diſternable. What N 
? feld is here opened for partiality, oppre ſflon and the indulgence # 
of party rage”! Shall I be told that I want a juſt confidence in oor 
judge? Sir, if we Had angels on the bench, I-fhonld think ir a duty 
2 P liftle'as poſſible to the diſcretion of thoſe who ex pod 

| Thave ſaid that laws of this nature are liable to abuſt from the 

t of party. Whenever queſtions of great national importance 
e long agirared the public mind, every man of the community 
is mſenfibly led to rasee his fide, and by degrees he becomes infe&- 
ad, fe wien He paſſions, then the prejudices, aud at lengtb by WW 
the rane@rowy ädm amd intolerant ſpirit which is comiavaly tnfilhrebic = 
from purry. F know of no means by which of wp, e e q - 
veſt hitnfelf from” theſe paſſions, theſe prejudices. Man is man 
wherever he ig placed, on the bench or in tlie Senate. Human | | 
natur is the ume Let ug then; ſuppoſe ſach æ ſtare of things, 
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on the more malignant, but better connected offender. Is the law 
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that he ohigh of a party in our government ſhould be, at ſome fu- 
ture period, to embroil us with a foreign nation, to foſter .diſcon- 
tents, and prevent explanations which might lead to a reconciliation; 
Let us ſuppoſe the da to eſpouſe the ſide of thoſe who wiſhed for 
war; and that ſome bf the virulence of party had - communicated. 
itſelf to the bench. At this criſis, let a. citizen be accuſed of baving 


infringed. the proviſions of this law, by an unauthoriſed interference, 


which was well meant and produced the, moſt beneficial, effects, by 
removing cauſes of diſcontent, and opening the way. to a reſtora-. 
tion of harmony. By his ſide ſtands another . culprit who, under. 
the ſame law, is convicted of a like interference, but with the moſt 


injurious intentions and effects; who has created miſunderſtandings, 


blown the flame of diſaffection, and involving this country in war. 
Without infringing the law the peace maker may be puniſhed with 
its higheſt penalties, while its moſt gentle reſtraints may be laid 


ui ol ts 414 et A by. F 
Whatever may be the merits of the men whom we now reſpect in 
office, a blind confidence ſhould not induce us to place powers in 


liable to this abuſe-?, If it is, we may without heſitation, pronounce 


their hands which may, be abuſed by them or their ſucceſſors. In 


palling general laws, we , ſhould ſhut. our eyes to the merits, we. 
ſhoald be blind to the faults of thoſe who are to interpret or ex- 
ecute them. As if the framers of this law had determined that 


it chould ſtand againſt every general rule of legiſlation, they haye 


made it not only unneceſſary, uncertain and unequal in its operation, 
but alſo inadequate.to the end propoſed. If the practice complain - 
ed of be an evil, the law ſhould be effectual to puniſh or prevent its 
commiſſion, The law does neither. It is à cobweb that may 


catch a harmleſs moth, or intercept the uſeful induſtry of the bee; 
but which will not reſtrain the poĩſonous hornet, or malignant walp. 


If we have any thing to fear from private negoeiations, with foreign 


powers, it is from thoſe citizens who reſide abroad, whoſe connec: 


tion with their native land is weakened by long abſence; Who, if 


they bring evils on their country do not feel their effects; and 


theſe are preciſely the people upon whom your law cannot operate. 
Having thus ſtated, as far as was poſſibſe, without repeating, ar» 


_ gaments already uſed, my objections to the bill, I ſhall vote againſt 


its paſſing into a la. VVA 

Mr. Otis ſaid, he was always charmed with the obſervations of 
the gentleman from New York. He diſplayed ſo great a variety of 
claflical and oratorical alluſions, that one could not help being pleaſ-- 
ed, were it not that the time which is thus occupied is preciqus 
From this conſideration, he could have excuſed the gentleman, ih; 
inſtead of delivering his ſpeech, on this occaſion, he had given it to: 
the . tarough the medium of the Vermont Magazine, Where 
his famous ſpeech on the Sedition bill, delivered at the laſt ſeſſion; 


in ſimilar circumſlances, was exhibited under the title of the Scourge: 


.* PROCEEBINGS. 
But if gentlemen are d 


* 


«termined that the queſtion 


be well, ſaid Mr. O. to let them ſee we are not to be outdone.in 


they muſt not expect to heve the floor to therhlelyes. - 


The gentleman from New-Y ark begins his remevks by excloir+ | 


jog, How does it happen £hatino-provifien of the kind contemplated 
by the bill, has beer made in any eduntry of Europe, where ail the 
evils of which we complain.exift in 3 bigh degree? He could telt 
the gentleman, that while the flate of Europe is aſtate of war, the 
very conduſt prapaſed to be reſtrained by this bill, would | 
to high treaſon, and he could refer the gentleman to an inſtance in 
which conduct of this kind has been deemed a violation of the laws 
of nations, e The cauſe of involving a country in war. The 
entleman from Pennſylvania, in ſpeaking of this ubje&, has ſaid; 
hat It is perfectly allowable for any infeidual to ſketch a oY 


and fendt it to a foreign country fot adoption. This very projet 
was attempted by ihe , in Amſterdam during the Tate 
American'war, A treaty was conceived there for the United States. 
It was pur into the hands of Mr. Laurens, and taken by the Britil 

among bes papers: It became the ſupject of a remoultrance from 
Great Britain, who required the government to difavow the pro- 
ceeczug and puniſh the authors, 10 a war between Great Britain 
and Halland was the.confequence of this tranſattou. To be fire, 
faid Mr. O. this country had no cage to tepebt of this effect at the 


time, as we were FO of an alliance with Holland; but it ſhews 


the danger of fiich 4 conduct, and the heinous light in which it is view- 
ed in e "The gentleman has proceeded to ſtate that the hiſto- 
ries of all countries arere plete with inſtances, in which ' domeſtic 
treachery -has.combined with foreigh violence ; but, ſaid Mr. O. ne- 
ver before our” times was this treachety gravely advocated and 
jutipedtn a Tegillative council, arid conſequently was never fo, dane 
gerous. This hunyliation has been reſerved for our own country, 
and conſtitutes a material difference between our ſituation gad thar 


of e rege v Fre + © ie Hg 
Did the, gentleman from New-York mean to excite a file in 
the houls, or to pur gentlemen in good humor, when he cited the 


ridicdl6us caſes” of high treaſon in Henty Sth's time, of boiled 


cooks and roaſted heretics ? If this was the obje& of tlie gentlemah, 
t ſdemed to hate file; ſor he muſt own it excited ho merriment 


in his mind; nor did he perceive that it had the effect on any other 
gentleman. If he might make uſe of a- pun on the occaſion, he 


hought any gemlemun deferved to be-roated, for iutroducing ſo 
abſurd a compariſon- M was about as much in point as the compa- 


riſon of the gent leman from Penoſy lvania, when he likened the pe · 


tition af vn andividual to a foreign government for peace, to peti- 


tions preſented to Congreſs by the citizens of the United States. He 


* 


* by taken, aud ther they will ſpin aut the debate, it may 
perfeverafic@and though the queſtion has been fully diſcuſſed, that x 
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muſt own he was ſurpriſed to hear ſentiments from any quieter 
which place the Executive Directory on a footing with our govern. 
enn. 3%; r Ms 3 
- The gentleman goes on, and, with moſt devout” ejaculation, 
thanks God that the conſtitation has fixed an effectual barrier with 
reſpe& to crimes of treaſon, Did he not know the character and 
patriotiſm of that gentleman, he ſhould be inclined to think his fer. 
vor was produced by intereſted motives. As to the arguments (and 
he was willing to allow that ſomething like argument was introdu- 
ced at the cloſe of his ſpeech) made uſe of by the gentleman from 
New-York, they had been repeated and refuted too often already 
to require any further obſervations from him. We „ 


Mr. O. ſaid, that having been called up, he would now ſay a 
word relative to a certain memorial Which had been read by the 
gentleman from S. Carolina U Harper) and to which it had been 
faid, he (Mr. Otis) alluded in certain obſervations which he had 
made prior to that time. Mr. O. ſaid he was perfectly willing to 

confels all he knew reſpecting that inſtrument. The fact was this. 
A memorial was brought from Paris, by a gentleman by no means 
inimical to the ſuppoſed author of it, and by him to be delivered to 
/ an individual of this country, as a copy of the identical paper pre 
ſented by a certain gentleman then in Paris to the Directory... Mr. 
O. ſaid he had only once given it a curſory. peruſal, but as it ap- 
peared to him to be the mere gloſs ahd varniſh of the real deſign of 
the miſſion, as the evidence of its being preſented might not be equal- 
ly ſatisfactory to others, and as the ſcope of his argument was in- 
tended to ſhew the probable courſe which ſuch a miſſionary would 
adopt, and the abuſes to which a country might be expoſed, it was 
quite as pertinent to the purpoſe of that argument, to ſuppoſe a 
caſe that might happen, as to reaſon upon a direct aſſertion of a 
fact not material. With reſpe& to the fact of preſenting the me. 
 morial, it was of no conſequence, exyept as to the manner in Which 
it had been introduced by the gentleman from S. Carolina, and the 
imputation of a contrivance to bring public odium upon an individw- 
al. But ſuch an impatation vaniſhes when the friends of the perſon 
| alladed to are load in their praiſes of the contents of the memorial, 
and when it appears from that gentleman's own confeſſion, that he 
ſaw the memorial and did not diſapprove of it. 


Further, ſaid Mr. O. it ſeems very ſtrange, that Mr. Codmam or 
any other gentleman ſhould draft this memorial without the conſent 
or authority of the gentleman who vas to preſent it. This is ſcarce- 
ly a ſuppoſeable caſe, though certain reaſons not explained, might 
operate with him againſt preſenting it after it was written. He 
left gentlemen, however, to take their choice either to ſay, he 
did or did not preſent the memorial. In the one caſe he had done 
an act, which the friends to this bill conſidered as highly improper, 
and in the other caie he refuſed to do an act which his friends cor 
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(deted, as meritorious, and we then kniew not what line of condu&t 
he purſued, -* ſhadows, clouds, and darkneſs reſt upon it. 


347 


When, however, faid Mr. O. this memorial is compared with the 
letter which this ſame gentleman has publiſhed in the papers, giv- 


ing an account of the object of his voyage to France, there will be 
found a ſtriking reſemblance between them. Mr. O. proceeded to 
read ſeveral paſſages from each and to compare them together in 


order to ſhew that both papers contained the ſame ſentiments. The 
outſide" dreſs of the memorial, he allowed, had a little more of tin - 
fel and ſhew, than. the letter ; it is more a /a mode de Paris ; but- 


the difference is owing to the different qualities of the atmoſphere 


in Paris and the Northern Liberties. . At Paris, a man impercepti- 
bly adopts the ſtile and language of democracy, whatever may have 
been his habits before he goes thither. he grave philoſophical 


Republican aſſumes the garb of the Petit Maitre. The Quaker 


ſly, the Preſbyterian ſour,” is transformed into! a ſmart free thinker, 
all things in an hour.” But if any difference exiſts between the ſet - 


: 


ter and memorial, it is not in favor of the former, In e 


the writer obſerves that his viſits to Citizen Merlin, were thoſe of a 


private friend in his own family. Who, faid Mr. O. is Citizen 


Merlin? By recurring to the former difpatches, it will be found 


be was ſuſpected of being concerned in the privateers employed 


in plundering our commerce and had written a treatiſe to juſtify. 


theſe piracies. Yet this was the gentleman's private friend with 


whom he dined and ſapped, and was upon the moſt intimate footing. 


After publiſhing this fact himſelf, it ſurpriſed him that either he or 


his friends ſhould take pains to prove that he did not write or pre-. 


ſent the-memorial in queſtion ; an act in his opinion of a more inno- 
cent and much leſs ſuſpicious nature than the private viſits mention- 
ed in his letter, extracts from which he had read. | 


Mr, O, referred to another paſſage in the letter, wherein it is laid, 


the writer, 4 had an interview with influential characters.“ Why 
this vague and myſterious mode of expreſſion ? Why could not the 


gentleman have ſaid that this interview was with three members of 


the Dir 
Mr, O. alfo referred to that paſſage in the letter which ſtates that the 
writer was defirous of being the bearer of the information to his 


country of the paſſing of a certain ai rette, from a belief that it would 


de agreeable information to his countrymen, and evidence of: the 


rien oY of the Directory. What ſaid Mr. O. was this act of the 
rench 


'y 7 That he had ſuch interviews is a fact well known. 


vernment, which feems to have made ſo deep an impreſſion - 
upon this gentleman's mind ? The raiſing of an embargo Which 


they had no right to impoſe; and the liberation of our ſeamen which 
they had . wrongfully confined. This, ſaid Mr, O. is a ſpecies of 


friendſhip much upon the ſame footing with that of a highwaymar, 


who having robbed a man of his watch and money afterwards re- 


ſtores the watch, He ſhould not be eaſily tempted to hold any in- 


ler coui ſe with ſuch a man, or to conſider him as @ frien. 
With reſpe to the gentleman at Paris, with whom it had been 
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ſaid. he correſponded, he had always felt; and manifelied's due gt. 
tachment to his country. Flehai faid Mr. O: been: ant of thbſe fer 
Americans, in Paris, who: have diſſented from the:atls,and ini gües 
of a quntu of his connttymen that, who; baye ſhewn themſelves on 


al occaſions friendly to the, view uf the French, and whoſe cdndug 


= 


has been a ſource of infinite, miſchief to dhe United States: If this 


— 


memorial, he wut. 


cm 


l:kely. to meet his apyrobation, and from an pp eh 
ung worſe, - He acknowledged it Was not x Þiy friend 
uld, bays interfered at alf in the tranſattion, and he mull be al. 


lowed to expreſs His doubts whether he had dove. 16 or not; but if 
eh in Bigh vin 


norid's 


* 22 
x | To bring back the attention of the- Houſe 
1 from theſe devious paths into which gentlemen had endeuvured to 


i - ſeduce. it, was the object which-he had in; view; {os 
| Ihe gentleman. frem New. Vork, (Mr. Livingſton) had flat ed that 
| the policy of ilie bill had been fupported upon the two'ifollpwing 
grounds, viz, of its analogy, io a recent tranſaſtion und fdondiy of 
the peculiar charafteriſtic policy by Which the gaverninent of Francs 
has been diſtinguiſhed, he ſhould nat. take time to enquire: hat pe. 
culiar relationſhip the bill bad to that tranfaction; But he Was diſ- 
poſed to think that had not functions been attempted, we thiuld-not 
| Have thought of the neceſſity of legiſlatig an this ſubject. Hut the 
ſecond part of his argument with reſpect to the necaſſity of cbunter 
acting the policy of France, deſerved more conſideration ; out of 
this policy the bill had grow. N e Id 


£8 F. 


* 


T8228 


Whatever difference of opinion may heretofore hive exiſted; with 
relpe& to the. views of France, all ſermed now to agree Her ultimate 
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obiect is Aale dominion, . This they have attempted at different 

times by different means—- formerly they made war as enem es, and 
— their foes i the open plain ; they how make war as friends 
and allies, and endeavor to ede gate variohs through themſelves, by 
exciting divifons/and ſowing the feeds of difeontent, They former: 


ly {ou no leſs for 3 fame; than” . age domination, but in 


50 t inſtauce have they declared) war, and alwa ys tack. by 


wiles a ſtratagems. 4 has _—_ NY that it is not Francs. 


makingy way upon * the world, but-a great ſectary 
whict has riſen up lar gy" and which having fubverrett all the 
principles — "ds hat ruined their owh country this fedtar 
ben of atheiftical philoſapbers, fanarieal polmcians;. politica 


metaphyſidians, and blood-thirfty jacobins, ' Theſe form in Paris à 


mother club, a common ſtock, which fhoots ita vmi fidat om iind 


every, country of the world; The ſubaltern ſcRaries-or affitiari 
are all actuated by. one common principle, and rmorder to enable t 
wot her ctub ſo to play her cards as to ſupport her fubo:dimate affilid+ 
tions, ĩt ĩs neceſfary to keep up) & conftant correſpondence, and hy 
keeping it up; are the liberties of: nations * and: deſtroyed ; 
and' bus <utting off all communication between: the Executive Dirac 
tory and the friends of ttberty,; apon wher they ſo much eateulate; 
ſhall we mar and cuumtratt their projets, 

This:is the new 3nd: peculiar ſyſtem of policy from which, wor 
ee. other Toarce, is, danger to be apprehended. Why, then, 


does the gemtleman' from Na York,/(Mr. Livingtion) the genteman 


from Pennſylvania; (Mr. Gallatin) and the gentleman from Gebogim, 
(Mr. Baldwin) all of them complain; that this bill embraces princit. 
ple unknown iq the codes of nations? It d ſeem. to be @ fuffi. 
cient anſwer'to fay, that no nation fince the Romans have faught ſor 
univerſal dominion, im the name of friends and allies. Mit is it for 
thefe ag 3 now to be told that the tmearis of defence muſt al- 
ways 

undertalees 4 ſyſtem of defence, ſhe mufi fin ſt aſceitain her eemics 
means and ſyſtem of annoyance ? It is in this the great att of de- 
fence: conſiſts. and when you ſhall have explored: the reſources af 
your enemy, and diſcovered the. poim at Which yo are * attackt- 
ed, you are half ſecure. 


Frequentiy, faid Mr. D. have gentlemen told of the sey 25 


which ti liberties of: ſome of "tHe faneſt por tions of 'Eurvpe: have 
been deftroyed; and by. which they have. been ihvolved in one ον 


mon maſs of plunder and deſtruttton. But it is im vanes that W | 
warn gentlemen, to learn. wiſdom from the mis fartunes of others, 
it is in vain that bountedus nature bas interpoſed an extenſtve oƷQan 


bet weren the wild and ambitiousprojetts of this nation-andour happy 


country; if when we have'ſten the gathering of the form, and its 


fury. burſting-upon and deſfroping others, we are determined to take 


no means to avert it from ourfelves. When we have remonftractd 


on theſe ſubjects, the uniform and only anfwer we have received, has 
been that the governmems which have been fubverted were ancient 
ian * 9 O42 mY 1 e 


* 


1 


adjuſted to tlie means of attack, and that: be fore a nation 
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were right. to aid their people to break the ſhackles by which 
were confined, and that it was adyancing the rights of man. This 
is the omly anſwer We have received, we daily hear-prayets ſet 
up for the ſuccefs of the French in the invaſion. of Ireland, in order 
that this benevolent and diſimereſted nation may reſcue the friends 
of ljbefty from the yoke of Britiſh dominion, and reſtore them 
to libefty and equality. And who are theſe friends of | liberty ? 
From late accounts, ſaid Mr. D. 1 ſhould call them an organized ban. 
ditti, robbers, and aſſaſſins, who like beaſts of prey, when all crea- 
tion is at reſt, make from their faſtneſſes, nocturnal excurſions and 
plwKunder and deſtroy all who are oppoſed to their nefarious projetts, 
| hus it is, we ſee gentlemen recognize the right of foreign inter- 
ference, and only qualify it by the nature and motive for ſuch inter. 
ference, If a nation, according to the ideas of ſome gentlemen, is 
oaning under an ariſtocratic, monarchic, or oligarchie govern 
it is a good thing, and for the intereſt and happineſs of the world, 
that France ſhould interpoſe to put them to rights. Thus doo we ſee, 
ſuch is the benevolence, the philanthrophy of this nation, manifeſted 
in theſecaſes, that the limits of Europe are too narrow for the-exer. 


or into one limited abſo- 


this governinent is denounged, 


» 


+1 


5 
x 


ain afis of the government ſhall be openly refified, if attempted-to 
be executed ? Has he ſeen a writer under the ſignature of Curtius, 


whom they have dignified with the appellation of 
he ſeen this writer telling the people of Virginia, that the, 


uni 15 has 


of political oppreſſion ; and that the juſt vengeance of an inſulted. 
people is as terrible as the wrath of heaven? And has the gentle 


= 


jon, and will he ſtill declare, that no -perſon wiſhes to change our 
adminiſtration but by elections? Mr. Þe 

opinion, on the contrary, he believed the maxim with many was, 
that the adminiſtration muſt be changed, and that if it could not be 
done through the ordinary channels, it muſt be done otherwile, but 
at all events it muſt be done. TT, | 
But admitting the object of all the clamor and falſhoods dif- 
ſeminated through the union, to be for changing the adminiſtration 
by election, and that this is exclufively the object for attaining 
which gentlemen upon this floor had talked ſo much about execu- 
tive patronage, &c. Have we any ſecurity that the oppoſition which 


have alienated the minds of the people from the government, when 


control them and dirett them at their will Can they put this vaſt 
machine in motion, and ſtop it with a touch oFthe. finger? Can they 
raiſe a factious temper, to obtain a particular end, and ſecure us a- 
gainſt a perverſion of it go other uſes 7 No, I find no ſecurity againſt 
it, either fiom the examples of other nations, or fro thele gentle- 
men's intentions, however good they may poſſibly be. The patriots 
of Berne at firſt complained only of ſome grievances in their exiſt- 
ing conſtitution ; but the government offered to call a convention, 


who were determined on. nothing leſs than the ſubverſion of their 
troduced, and the government ſubverted.” At Geneva, the oppoſi- 


tion and clamor againſt the government firſt. commenced with a 
handful of aliens and the deſcendants of aliens, and their only com- 


well diſpoſed perſons were ſeduced into the clamor they raiſed a- 


to ſuppreſs it, but who fell yi&tims to the very Roim 
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with whoſe performance gentlemen appear. to be 1 pleaſed and 
w 


Xecu- 
the United States is a greater enemy; that they are in the aſk ſtage 


man from Pennſylyania heard the gentleman from .New-Y ork (Mr, 
Livingſton) at the laſt ſeſſion, moſt.fervently praying the people a n e 
ſtates might riſe up in open rebellion againſt the Allen bill; has he 
heard and ſeen all theſe things and many more of a fimilar complex - - 


unis ſaid, this was not his b 


may be excited will be confined to this object ? When they ſhall 
they ſhall ſow the ſeeds of diviſion and excite diſcontents, can they 


and took meaſures to do. it, to alter the government, and to remove | 
all well-founded complaints, It was indignantly rejected by thofe 


ſyſtem, by the introduction of a foreign force. That force was in- 


plaint was, that they were excluded froma ſeat in the aſſembly of 
the people. But the citizens of Genes öffered to give them this 
right, and they ſcornfully rejected as a favor, that which they ſaid 
belonged to them as a right, They were ſatisfied with nothing ſhort . 
of an entire revolutian, and a ſyſtem of pillage and plunder. Many 


gainſt the exiſting ſlate of things, who were afterwards very defirgus 
which they 
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theſc gontlemen will coddiially £0-aperate im all thoſe 
| x neceſſary to defend us againſt dhe: 9 mend the focal mani 
£8 8 Hens af Tacke will aca(e to he fulpected. And until then 
they will continue will not ſay with what propriety, ti he fulpet. 
e. But whilſt they 3 of theſe ungenerous ns, t 
15 bo © ape ehatged with Zeeping Rem of alarm-4o cheat the people 
+, / wut of ther zights, to i ih ing armies, 10 reſtruin dhe freedom 
a ef Specth and the preſs; 10 de A trial by jury; 3 
| "iS Abe barriers which | frparate freedom from the doniinions f deſpe- 
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As 22 E Hranos by-order of the goverranant, and tice. of- 
ferets te mitifſters guten I have leen.theſc things, and that thay 
. equanimity of ſome gentlemen, - Who ate dll 
vet the ſanpolad aggreſſiona pf bur goverumem; when f fee 
Fo 3 otying out peace; peut with regard 10 France, taking 
' meais to ſtimulatemomoſtic difbontemts; already hordetinng qu 
Ses in ſurrection; thær eg t mne ſome ground for alatem 
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erery flicious individual This is to me a ground of alarm; be- 
cavſe it ſeews as if it were ſome gentlenien's maxim, that power is 
belt truſted where thexe is yo reſponſibility ; whereas to me it ap- 
ars that power without *Feſponſtbility, is the eſſence of ty rammy. 
* the 3 from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) has informed 
us, that the people of the United States are too contented and hap- 
py in the enjoy ment of peace and Hberty, to be excited to ciſorder | 
and inſurvestion. I believe they are difficult to be excited to re- 
bellion, but gur paſt experience warns os it is not impefſible. Hie ĩ˙ :; 
was tlie weſtern expedition executed! Was the exciſe the aſtenſihle 
ground of that inſurrection? Is that law repealed 7 . * 


more taxed; or any more oppreſſed than at preſent, and Was it po 
ſihle then, and why is it poſſible now; to raiſe inſurrection? But 
does it comport with the uſual doctrines of theſe gentlemen, to fay-, 5 I 
the people are free from oppreſſion, contentedand happy, whohave _ 
ſo often told ùs of the tyranny of our goverument, who have 16 
frequently declared that we have been imitating the Britiſh goverun -- 
ment in her ſyſtem of terror and. of puniſhment. 4 No, vir, we oy 
canngt permit it to theſe gentlemen” to ſay, for one purpoſe,” the  . 
people are free aud happy, and for another they are deſpiſed, de-. 
gt aded, and oppreſſed. They may ſay which they pleaſe, but they . . 
cannot be permitted ro fag; bort 
After all, what /are the particular obhjections to the bill ? One 
gentleman ſays it will check the ardor of individual :enterpriſe; 
ſome ſay it is indefinite, and that thete ie no notice-of thoſe upon 
ſome of whom it may operate; but the great argument ſeems to be, 
that although the power of conducting our exterior relations is vel — 
ted in the Prefident; yet each individoal has reſerved a right to hits. 
ſelf of intermeddhing'in thoſe concerns, for the purpoſe of keeping. . 
peace, andiit would be wrong to paſs this bill, becauſe it prevems 
cerriin. paeciße perſons from indulging their favorke diſpefkrion _ 
making peace. This can only be aflerted upon N — 
our government has neglected ſomething which may de dune by 
individual. and wick was effential to peace. Are the gentlemen 
prepared to e this, ind. that there is now-a- proſpect of peace, ö; 
uit that the government Yefuſes to embrace the opportunity! Have 
they any new project weh they wiſk.to be atrempted, bur/which! - 


the government hes refuſed ro accept? Are they-prepared with an. 
other project for ſending. over to France another ſhip Toad of en.. 

voys to he infulted; andfcorafully rejected I cannot believe” hex 

are, and Jeanne fee for What purpoſe it is that this right of pego- - 
ia tion is. to be retained to individuals. Is it: ſuppoſed that individa- 
als may infleence 4g te rg eo ding: age V 
ready has it been sddreſfec, ang they habe rold us that juſtice, Ike 
religion, woes out of Faſhion in France. They only engere what © . 
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%/%ſͤ . Coen, 
colleagze (Mr. S. Smith) Edited Gmetlleg he ibis Bas the 
greater part. of our weievances have originated in theh own decre 
cmbargoes, Kc. and þ have fevn a commanicayicn from the Cotuntif. 


_  fionens.at Se. Dui gu ur 905 in Wich zs fully lu tech rhe depreda- 
tous of lier agents and their privatecys, and var: Commiſſtoners moſt 
cloquentiy ditcloſee>ro; them, thb t fiir inffimees of piratical ove. 


rages to thoſe commited d dur deſenſeboſs merchamtmen areunpar- 


_ alleled: in tlie annals of tiatrons, © bs it for the purpole-of addreiling: 
_thezy intevelf ? | Already has it been devwonſtrated that all chte 
Violations of nheutrab rights which they have commicred, to in jare 


thei enemy, is iow bringing ruin upon thenifetves; But this bill 
is complained of as-operating hardly on thefe individuals who may 


find it uereffary to apply for # reſtoration of captured property, tr. 


leafes of fuamen, Kr. 


_ + It appeared, however, ro him that this objectlon was done: away 
by the previfo of che gentleman frum Maffachufetts. If it was not, 
he was glad of it, fbr all commercial inercourſe being ſuſpended, he 


conld fee no neceſſuy for thefe indivicual appheationet If a veſt 
were captured, or feanien impviſoned; t Wound be a general: thing, 


775 aud there was no reafou upoti which to expect a relaxation in any 


particular cafe, except it he upon chi principle of favuritim. Ibs. 
lieve, ſaid Mr. Dennis, if a man Was to dpply who! was” a good de 
matyat, and who bad certificates tu ſheC from the friends of liberty 
in America, that he had been uuiformly atrachert ro the Frenth g- 
veenmenut, accompanied! aud jaſtifed it in all its meaſares reta- 


_ tivg to bis own country, whallt he criminated his own government. 
in erery thing reſpecting then. ; if he could how that Re had ohe 
hundred times curſech the Britich treaty, and voted for reſulutions to 


condemn before he had read it, and if fie would promiſe to become 


in future a faithful fervunt to her intereſts,” he might then ger his 


property reſtored and his ſeamen releaſed; Bat willen the queſtion 


is between theſe perſons and the public ſafery, he did nor heliate- 
a moment how to decide. He therefore” wayld not only prevent 


politidal correſpondence, but all correſpondence iu the preſent flare: 


of things, and this was the only way te, cat off criminal cyrreſþon- 
dene: Mr. D. faid, he would do mort, he woutd'recat our citizens 
from France, under penalty of disfranchiſement, and prohibit our 


citizens from going to France: [The Speaker faid Mr. Dengis 


cauld not now be permitted to diſcloſe any thing which he wiſhed 


to be done: bey und what was in rhe bill] Mr. Dennis ſaid he had 
axrived: at ther elfe. of his obſervations, and he would only add; that 
he believed there were many perfons in the country who-' would 


| Join in ani fyſtem of foreign or domeſtic combination; to ſabwebt the 


gavermment ; that although this bilF did not fully meet his less, as 


tar as it went it would produce good, ant narrow the preſent lat- 
_ \ trade of unofficial correſpondence wich a povernment from wel 
_ _wehad\nuch tofeae, and therefore he wad | 

Mir. T. Claiborne aid, he was not in the houſe when the *refolu- 


favor of its paſſage,” 
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lotion on which this hill yes founded frſi made its oppesrance; but 
ſoon after bis. arrival the bill was reported. Not knowing what 
bad given riſe to the bill, be felt inclived to vote for it, being de- 


bave undergone bertain amendments... He bad attended to the ar- 

bs guments for and againſt it, Without fſpedtiog any thoro under the 
roſe ; fax he Was not accuomed to felpect gentlemen of improper 

. mot ives ; tor did he ſulpect any thing Wrong in this bakncfs, until 

l he ſaw a certein inemorial imradeeed api mangled by the gentle- 
man from-Seuth Caroline ; he then, clearly perceived, that the ob- 

: ject of gentleman was to depreſs the republican ſpirit in this. comm . 

p try, which they call a French or a jacobia ſpirit. WAI, exclaimed 

3 Mr, C. is che period. arrived, hien it is criminal to be a republi- 

; can? He ruſted no American was yet achamed of bring coulider- 

ed a repahlican. I is cruel, ſaid he thus 10 treat Virginians, who. 

y pride themſelves. in being republicans. He believed this toben 

q law far the puniſhment of republicans, by leaving fo wide a difcre- 

j tion in the cohrts. The gentieman from Mery land bad choſen to 

y brand the Virginians, through the | fides af Curtius (2. yuuth of 28 
F years of age) with heing enemies to the federal government, nd as ' 
" being * to upſet it. Mr. C. ſaid he belonged 10 no party; in- 

0 deed the gentlemen with Whom be generally vored did not act upon 

* any ſyſtem; as it appeared other gentlemen did : for be techliected 

8 on a late oαον. when 4 gentleman who uually vored with than 

2 expreſſed his intention of voting differently, the gentlempn from 

A Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Otis) did alt but weep oper the member = 

2 who thus fell put of the ranks. He ſhould be ſorry ta find the bu: 

F: ſjaeſs of this houſe ſo conducted, as to bave the votes upon all im- 

4 portant queſtions aſcertained hefore the meaſure was propoſed : he 

s WW vitcd biaſelF, and he hoped every other gentleman would with, 
* to be perfect iy independent in his movements. 
5 Mr. Harper did not riſe with a view of entering ivto a diſcuſſion 


” {even days together. But he deemed himſelf called upon to make 

® an explanation on a matter in which he was perſonally intereſted. : 

64 It had heen ſaid, that the paper which he had introduced 2s 4 

4 part of his obferyatians on this ſuhzect, was not delivered or wris- , 

x ten by the gentleman to whom he allnded.. He knew not whether 

4 theſe two facts are true, ar 7 The gehtleman has denied having 

= either written or preſented the memorial, and he is entitled tn the 

M credit which fuck 8 genie would; give bim. Thoſe who hal! 

2 read this paper, and campere it with this gentleman's letter, wil 

a determipe for thenſtlves on this Pang. 
f Whether this memorial was. delivered; by Mr. Codman ar Dr. 


the thing uſe 
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6ravs-to-prevent. any; wiurpation of executive power, after it.ſhould 


of this ſubject, nor of repeating arguments which had been uſed for 


Logan, he Ink the public to judge, he was himſelf convinced from. 
„that it was the geovine production of the letter; 

nt it evidently (poke his ſentiments. : he kne he hall repeated the 

lame ſeutiments to various: perſons is: this city. But it was @ mar, , 
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ter of nq conſequence, whether the memorial was delivered or not; de 


as it ſerved to ſhew how the-moſt miſchievous deſigus might be cov. co 

- ered under a plauſible garb. He was therefore juſtified in the in- an 
troduction of it. He did nor ſtate; at the time; that it was the pro- de 
duction of the miſſionary; but he then and now believed it to beſo, ob 
Mr, H. concluded by ſome remarks upon rhe principle of the bill. Ja 


lr. Alten thought it time this debate was brought to a cloſe; he fo 
believed this was the Sth day which it had occupied, If this courſe bi 
was to be purfued, it would be poſſible for two or three members to 
prevent any of the important buſineſs of the ſeſſion being acompliſh- 
ed. He thought by thus acting they were ſerving their conſtitdents 
unfaithfully, and if they continued thus to act, the people in the gal. 
lery ought to drive them from their ſeats. Day after day the ſame 
perſons riſe. in the debate, and frequently ſo late as to prevent aty 
anſwer being given to their obſervations, It was ſufficiently evi. 
dent from the votes which bad been taken, that there is a large ma- 
jority in the houſe in favor of this bill; he hoped therefore that the 
queſtion might be taken. The lengthy debates on this ſubject were 
not meant; he ſaid to have effect in this . houſes but out of doors, 
and ro prevent the important buſineſs ofthe ſeſſion from being doye, 
— This ſeſſion he ſaid was half gone, and no one law had been pal: 
ſed. He hoped his friends would forbear to mention the debate, as 

it would be only caſting pearls before ſwine, I 
Mr. M*Bowell was well aware that the houſe was generally de- 
ſirous of the queſtion ; he would not however occupy many minutes 

in Rating his reaſons for voting againſt this bill. The leading ob- 
ject of it is ſtated to be to prevent an interference of individuals in 
our foreign relations. In ſupport of this bill, he expected therefore, 
that it would have been ſhewn that ſome individuals had already u- 
ſarped this authority. No ſuch thing had been ſhewn. Is the ſituation 
of the country at preſent, more alarming than it has been at any for- 
mer period, or more ſo than that of any other country? He beliey- 

ed not, and yet no law of this kind was ever paſſed before. 

ls ir not ſurpriſing, ſaid Mr. MD. that though gentlemen have 
ſuch faithful correſpondents in France, who | communicate to them 
all that paſſes there, that they ſhould not have been able to aſcertain 
the fact that the memorial which had been introduced to the” houſe 

as preſented to the French miniſter was really preſented ? They 
could not do this, becauſe it never was preſeated:; but gentlemen are 
continually aiming at ſomething or other to alarm the public mind 
and to induce members in this houfe to vote for meaſures, under 
bhe impreſſion of fictitious alarms, rather than of ſober reaſon, | They 
wiſhed it to appear that Dr. Logan was the miſſionary of a party in 
his country, and to eſtabliſh this fact, they ſeem. willing to g all 
lengths. Falſehood would, however, always recoil upon its author. 
For his part he ſaw no offence which had been committed % r. 
Logan; but the contrary ; and he could never confent to ' puniſa a 
man for endeayoring to promote his country's good, the” he ſhould 
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the ſecretary of the treaſury. | . 1 N 
Mr. Rutledge ſaid, he withed to lay a reſolution upon the table, 
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- PROCEEDINGS: ) 


obſervations, concluded by fayipg that the gentleman from Mary- 
land, inſtead of being angry with the gentleman” from New-York, 
for oppoſing this bill; ovght to have thanked him, fince it afforded 
bim an opportunity of weary _ ſpeech about his mother clus, | 


Meſſrs, Allen, Baer, Bartlett, Bayard, Brace, Brooks, Bullock, | 


Champlin, Chapman, Cochran, Craik, Dana, Davis, Dennis, Dent, 
Edmond, Evans, A. Foſter, D. Foſter, J. Freeman, N. Freeman, 
Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, Grifwold, Grove, Harper, Hindman, Hof- 
mer, Imlay, Kittera, Lyman, Machir, Mathews, Morgan, Morris, 
Otis, I. Parker, J. Parker; Pinckney, Reed, Rutledge, Schmeman, Se- 
wall, Shepard, Sinnickſon, N. Smith, 8. Smith, Spaight, Sprague, 
Thatcher, Thomas, Thomplon, Tillinghaſt, Van Alen, Wadiworth, 
Wala, d e ( 1h ke e 


1 


Meſſrs. Baldwin, Bard, Blount, Brent, Brown, T. Ciaiborne, W. 


Claiborne, Clay, Clopton, Dawſon, Eggleſton, Elmendorf, Findley, 
Gallatin, Gilleſpie, Gregg, Hanna, _ Harriſon, Havens,. Heiſter, 
Holmes, Jones, Livingſton, Locke, Macon, MiClenachar, M*Dow- 


- 


Varnum, Venable. 36. 
einn Fe A 9 L 


ell, New, Nicholas, Skinner, W. Smith, Sprigg, Stanford, A. Tr 128, 
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Mr. Bard preſented a petition from the county of Alleghany, Kc. | 


praying for a new poſt road. Referred to the committee ou this 
ſubject. 5 „ r 55 
Mr. Wadſworth preſented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
diſtrict of Maine, being owners and maſters of veſſels, praying for 
the erection of a monument on Barn-Iſland, which was referred wo 


. 
0 wy 


the object uf which was to prevent the future protraction of debate, 


as he thought it very improper to conſume ſo much time in debatipg 
every queſtion which comes before the houſe. | He was perſuaded 


he could never offer a reſolution of this kind with greater chance 
of ſucceſs than at preſent, When one half of the ſeſſion has pafſed 
over without any important meaſure having been adopted. The 
reſolution was to the following effect 18 804 


Reſolved, That during the remainder of the ſcion, it hall be N 
the ſtanding rule and order of this houſe, that during the debate 
on any bill or reſolution, no motion of adjournment ſhall-be recei- 


ved by the chair, either in the committee of the whole, or in the 


houſe, except by unanimous conſent. ** Ordered ta he. 


6 


5 „ 
de glad to punih all who endeavored to injure it, by involving the 

country in War, He had always thought the intention with Which 
an act was done, conſtituted its crime or innoceuce. Mr. MD. con- 
demned the latitude allowed to the courts ; and after a few other 
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ration of the inhabitants of che U, States, were taken ap, the pri 
: ee tele amendments js a, poGponcmeyr of the enumeration up- 
ul the 1ſt of April, 1800, which wauld-he extending it over ano- 
ther electiog. n motion of My. Nichalas, the amendments were 
_ _  committed-ta,a committes; of ihe hae. 
rx. Baldwin called for the cohſiderat ian of the report on the re- 
Preſentation and remonſtrance of the legiſlature of Georgia,  - 
Mr, N. Smith boped this motion wand not be perkiſted in, a 
there was a fact relative to this pufineſs very doubtfal, which he had 
not yet been able to aſcertajo, , He hoped the report would he per- 
mitted t lie at Jealt a few das, ag 
Mr. Otis hoped-thjs report would not he taken up for another 
resſon. There was a bill for further ſuſpending the commercial 
Intercourſe bet cen the United States and France, which is the or- 
der of the day. He had already twice attempted to call up this 
bill, hen it had been objected to, becauſe the communicatſons which 
had been promiſed by the Preſident, reſpe&ing. our difpute-with 
France, had not been received. He had given way ou this gecount, 
Not becauſe he thought the objection had any weight, but becauſe it 
had been made; and It was uncertain whether theſe communicati- 
ons would be received to-day or to morrow, or Monday; us the 
preſent law would expire on the 3d of March, he wiſhed it now t6 
be taken up, becayſe if it was not ſoon acted upon, there would not 
be time to give the neceſſary notice to the diſtant parts of the Uni- 
on. From the ſpeech of the Preſident at the opening of the Tefſion, 
gentlemen might be convinced there would be nothing in the pto- 
miſed communications which could have any effect on this bill, and 
from the preſent precgrious ſituation of ſeveral veſſels, and the rarly 
Ses of the preſent. law, be hoped the ſubjeft would now be 
taken up. | F & 1 
Mr. Baldwin withdrew his motion, to give the gentleman from 
Connecticut the time he required. e 
Mr. Otis then called op che bill he had mentioned. 
Mr. Nicholas was ſuspriſed the gentleman from Mailachoſerts 
ſhould. perſiſt in calling up this hill. When the gentleman from 
Pennſylvania called for his reſolution requeſting the Preſident de 
ſend the diſpatches, it was ſaid they would be here next day-; but 
they are not yet come. He tells the houſe it is altogether una 
ceſſary x0 have the diſpatches, begguſe the Preſident's afſurances 
were. ſuthcient to aſſure gentlemen, they would make no change ig _ 
our, circumſtances, and that therefore we may as well do without Wy 
them. He did not underſtand the footing upon which be ſtood; if 
this. dofrine was to be admitted. If the Prefident's opinion were an 
to be acted upon, for the foundation. of à law, why not leave him 
to make the law alſo. ?-Mr. N. aid, much bad been ſaid about de- 


lay. It was extraordinary, that charges of this kind ſhogld be thi 
brought againſt this houſe, whilſt the Executive has not yet comm. fo1 


Heated diſpatches promiſed fix weeks-ago, This; ſaid be, in af 
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al give vuliiels before che hoofe, aa it —— the want of ins 
communication, that ſo nuch tine had been peur o otter fudgrers. 
Mr. N. ſaid there was u very important ne pridelpte in this bi,, 
which theſe diſpmehtꝝ perhaps might row ſome ur open, x 
this motion was etl im; he ſhould conſider” It as taking away = 
legiſlative diſcretion, and as PO! ue the einn 8 ö 
Executive. 
My: D. Foſter voped ie colleague would hot prefs s motion. 
t had been obſerved chat it had been ſaid the difparches alludet io f 
ould be lald before the houſe yellerday. It was fo Rated, bot he 
found they Were not ready. He had been - to the office of the 
ſeetetary of: late, and trad” been informed. & would be here 2 
to d 8 J +» . | 
N. Harper ee e another teste * the PO yy Is | 
was not wade, if in d6ibg kr he mould got run the. riſk of being” 
called an unofficial agent, and. claſſed on the ground With X, X. 5 
Z. He believed it bad not been owing wholly. to the length, $4 
of the diſpatches, and the time, neceſſary io copy them that dex. 
had not before now. been laid before the houſe; 9 5 from the toe, 
which had been found necellary to prepare a report of the fecretar 
of ſtate, with which it was thought neceſſary to accompany. the * 
patches, and from 2 which he had been prevented by the. 
variety. of boſineſs which. had engaged his attemion. As ſoon 7 
this is completed, the Aifoarchos-wilt: de communitared. 
Mr., Sewall ſaid; his colleague (Mr. Foſber) ſeemed to admit * 


cannection between this bill dad the diſpatches in queſtion. The þ #3 | 


main ohject of chis bill, Mr. S. ſaid; was the continuing in force the; 


former act, the prapriety of whieh no one could doubt, bnce theales} : 5 o 


predations-of. the French are continued, and no dependence regen 75 if X 
be placed. upun their profefflonsy, + - 1 
Me. Nicholas was afraid the members of thet houfe de her. 4 5 

ſtand on equal grooad; finee ſome genrlemen ſeem to be perfetix 
:quainved WHh the contents of the diſpatehes, 'whilf others are 
perſectly ignorum with reſpeck do them. Mr. N. denied that the 
contin anee in forve of the former act was the prineſpal thing con- 
tained in the bill in queſtion. But it ſeems, faid Mr. N. that e 
diſpatehes afe kept back; to give time to the fecrefary of ſtare! to- 
accompany them with a long report. Since the ſecretary of ſtats 
has thouglit'ie neceſſaty to analyze theſe diſpatches before they ars 
aid before the Legiſlatore, he rrifted there wbuld be op 
worth Walting for, aud therefoft hoped the bill in queſtion waul, 
not be taken Up. 

Mr. Macon 22 of the br of preſſing this motion, 
under the clecumſtances which had been mentioned. 

Mr. Rutledge urged the propriety. of taking. up the ſubjelt en 
account of the ſborinels of time betwizt this and we expiration- of, 
the preſent law, that it might require-nearly a-month to. ſend-in- 
ra eſis. of een ne anch if n 
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may be produced by the delay. 
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Hhouſe, without any 


Mx. Otis id, what 
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information was not received, great quantities of proviſion might 
be ſent from thence to the Welt-Indies, | He ſaid, he knew no more 
of the diſpatches than other gentlemen ;+but he had: ſeen Mr. Ger. 
ry's letter which has been publiſhed, and therefore knew the reſult. 
Mr. T. Claiborne did not wiſh to depend upon news paper re- 
ports, but upon information from the execute 
Mr. Livingſton ſaid, if the bill called for was no more than a re. 
rie wal of the att for ſuſpending the commercial intercourſe between 


France and the United States, there might be ſome weight in the rea. 
ſons given for going into its conſideration ; but if gentlemen look 


into the bill, they will ſee far different proviſions. There is a clauſe 


enabling the Preſident, whenever he ſhall think fit, to renew the in. 


tercourſe with ſuch rebel ſubjeRts as ſhall have caſt off their allegj. 
ance to their mother country, This important principle was not in 
the former la- perhaps occurrences have recently happened, that 
may have made it neceſſary. _ n . 


In the courſe of a late debate, Mr. L. ſaid, gentlemen had thought 
proper to foretel certain events which might poſſibly happen. He 


would, on this occaſion, follow the ſame courſe, by ſpeaking hypo. 


thetically, Suppoſe, ſaid he, an agent ſhall have arrived in this ci. 
y from the Governor of a certain foreign iſland; ſuppoſe that agent 


5 ould have been the bearer of certain propoſals, in order to pfo- 


ce an alliance, either commercial or political, with the United 
States: ſuppoſe he ſhould: have been introduced to the Preſident, 
ard have laid theſe propoſals before him: Tuppoſe this agent had al. 
ſo laid theſe propoſals before certain members of the legillatare ; 
ought not this houſe to be-equally well informed with ſuch gentle, 


men on this ſubject, before they are called upon to act ? He had 
ſtated this matter hypothetically, becauſe he poſſeſſed no-evidence 


of theſe fatts which he could lay before the houſe ; but he thought 
the preſumptive evidence ſtrong. We have, faid he, ſeen the arri. 


val of this agent announced in the papers; and we have feen a bill 


brought in ta meet the very caſe, He thought this furniſhed: pre- 
ſumptive evidence that the Preſident may poſſeſs information on the 
ſubje& which this houſe ought to have, before it is called upon to 
legiſlate, and they cannot be juſtly charged with any evils which 


Ly 
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But it is laid the difpatebes alluded to will not be laid before 


9 


the houſe, until the Secretary of State can accompany them with his 


report. The executive ſeems determined that the legiſlature ſhall 


not receive the poiſon, without an antidote, Mr, L. faid, he felt 


his indignation a bitle rouſed at this kind of treatment, 'Heretofore, 


ſaid he difpatches of the greateſt conſequence have been ſent to the 
f xplanatory- report from the Secretary of State, 
Such a condutt, ſaid he. excites ſuſpicion that all is not right. "As to 
what had been ſaid ahout theſe diſpatches. being undes, te ſup- 


poſed the Preſident haf thought differently when he promiſed thew 


to the houſe'; and ha 


ing promiſed them, he thought it was high. 
time they were ſent. e 1 


er indignation the gentleman from New- 


\ © | , 
f a 9 \ 
* 
Vx N 
= 


3 


PROCEEDINGS. 361 


York might feol towards the Secretary of State (Mr, Livingſton ſaid 
he did not feel, nor did he ſay he ſelt any) he would feel none to- 
wards him for — made this motion, ſince it had given him an 
opportunity of expreſſing his ſuſpicions with reſpett to the conduct 
of, the Executive. Mr. O. ſaid he had been induced to make this 
motion. for two reaſons, viz, becauſe. he thought all the information 
neceſſary now. before the houſe, and becauſe ſeveral of his friends 
had ex preſſed a defire that he ſhould do ſo. The ſuſpenſion of our 
intercourſe, {aid Mr, O. was founded upon the depredations which 
the Freach committed upon our, trade, and ſince thoſe depreda- 
tions a re continued, it is neceſſary to continue the law. ba | 

Mr. Otis was here interrupted by a meſſage from the Preſident of 
the United States, communicating the Diſpatches which had given 
jiſe to this converſation, [See page 198.) The reading of theſe 
papers occupied the remainder of the fitting. ad 
The Preſident informed the houſe, in his meſſage, that a report 
from the Secretary of State on the ſubjett of theſe diſpatches, would 
be communicated to both houſes, on Monday, 

The houſe adjourned till Monday. | 


Monday, January 21. N 
Mr. Rutledge impreſſed the neceſſity of his reſolution upon the 
Houſe ; if they conſidered the ſeſſion was mote than half gone, and 
only one public bill paſſed ; if gentlemen took a view of the contin- 
ued hoſtile appearance of France, and of the conſequent neceſſity 
of attending to the recommendation of the naval committee, to in- 
creaſe that eſtabliſhment; the new modelling the army, and the e- 
ſtabliſnment of an hoſpital, theſe'confiderations would ſhew the ne- 
ceſſity of quickening the march of their proceedings. . 

Mr, M Dowell ſaw no force ia the obſervations of the gentleman 
—he has ſaid they ſhould quicken their march, but did he wiſh to 
prevent difcuſſion ? he haped not, Some obleryations had, in time 
paſt been made on ſpending time to no purpoſe, but he thought to 
day they had an inſtance of this kind, after being fo anxious for the 
diſpatch of bufineſs, that they ſhould ſit ſo long to hear the ſpecula- 
5 opinions of the ſecretary of ſtate, read, relating to meaſures, 
Mr, Nicholas ſaid there had been many attempts of this kind 
made without ſucceſs, and he believed if this was confidered, it 
would bear the ſame fate, however ardently the Houſe may deſire to 
take more time to conſider of a ſubjett, they were tied down by this 
reſolution. The gentleman, he believed, prided himſelf in being on 
the majority, but ſhould he prevent any information that would be 
requiſite on a bill ? Could he not trull that majority to decide for 
the occaſion, The effedt of this reſolution would be to turn day in- 
to night: they mult debate all night and ſleep during the day : this 
was the caſe with the parliament of England, He conceived this 
was not done for a majority to ſay they would take the queſtion, ſo 
much as to put it into the power of an individual member to ſay the 
houle ſhould not adjourn ; they ſhould be determined becauſe he 
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was : it was tying down a majority. te do what they did hot with, 
and that gentleman might carry the buſineſs thr the houſe as he 
es led ; he did not ſuppoſe it was his de but. metcly to ep 
— but he thought it better to decide by a major iy. u 
Nr. J. Williams faid it would be in the power of a majority any 
time to refer a bil to à committee of the whole; ſo that fufficiety 
time for a difeaffion might be had : he did not Know whether this 
was the molt expedient way to expedite bufitvefs, but he wiſhed 
ſom's mode to be adopted, Xx: 7 | In 
Mr, Otis thought the whole houſe would have a common intereſt 
in the paſling of this reſolution, but if it conveyed any advantage, it 
would be to thoſe who made it a point to oppoſe meaſures that were 
brought before the houſe, for they would have this advantage that 
their ground of oppoſition not being foreſeen, they could not be 
anſwered. It would have the advantages of ſaving much time, ad 
preventing that re-crimination which debate when {pun out long 
Was apt to occaſion ; obſervations-were then nat only anſwered ir. 
relevent, but the dignity of the houſe was much diminiſhed by it: 
he would not exculyate himſelf from a ſhare in the blame, but be 
had no objection to bear his ſhare of theconfinement of this motion, 
As for the objettion of turning day into night, they :wolt Till it, 
but he rather thought it would have the effett to curtail debate 
He was defirous of making the experiment, and if it would not an- 
fwer, the rule could be reſcinded, He thought it would promote 
more harmony, and more fatisfation, | 22 
Mr. Macon faid it always appeared to him that experience was 
the beſt guide in public actions: laſt ſalon it was attempted, 
he believed by the ſame gentleman, but thought inexpedient and 
improper. It was vety eaſy to figure advantages which examina- 
tion would obliterate, The many oppoſitions, amendments, and re- 
committals of a bill which might be moved would protract the pul. 
fing of a bill as much as by the preſent mode of doing bufinefs, He 
believed that though fome weeks may ſometimes be fpent in a bill, 
it gave the community fatisfattion, It was moſt convenient and beſt 
to go on in the ufual way. . 1 | 
Although nothing had been done this ſeſſion, he believed that the 
table was very little preſled with buftrneſs, ſof nothing of a public 
nature had yet come before the houſe ; if any thing important 
ſhould require it, thay could meet earlier, as had frequently been 
done. But it was very extraordinary and unaccountable to him, 
when they were told that very important public buſineſs would 
come before the houſe, that they: muſt ſhut their eyes. An inereaſe 
of the navy and army, and r of the revenue laws muſt come 
— beſides an appropriation and yet theſe important ſubjetis weie 
not to be diſcuſſed! d! 2 FE 9 bt 
Mr. Nicholas wiſhed gentlemen to conſider for one moment what 
would be the effet of this reſolution where there were ſo many 
Speakers; it would be, that the ſpeakers of but one fide only could 
be hoard, if they chufs to occupy the day, On a mation to refcind 
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garitlemen may go into all the arguments which they 


this reſolution 
Mr. Harp 


remedy- it, nor would any thing but its comme termipation, The 
reſolution would ba evaded by motions to amend a bill, and then 
again an amendment be propoſed to that motion, the reſolution 
might thus be continually got rid of: if the houſe at any time got 
tired of. a u it might reſolve to finilk the queſtion at a given 
time but this was by no means a prafticable way, 

Mr. T. Claiborne ſaid this motion would prevent the very end of 
their meeting, which was to diſcuſs ſuhjects that may be. preſented 
to view, and to come at 2 compleat uyderſtanding of them befare 
they decided. It wauld be a preferable mode, ta appoint one man 
on each party to manage the debate as lawyers in a court. 

Mr. Rutledge ſaid, it was impoſhble for him to ſay what wou 
be the reſult of the experiment, or what obltacles the ingenuity of 
the houſe might throw in its way, but he wiſhed to try it. He 
declared he had no ſiniſter intention in propoſing it, but merely an 
expediting of buſineſs. According to the way the houſe had pro- 
ceeded, he thought they would not even get through the navy bill 
dur ing this ſeſſion! . 2 Eb 

Mr, Gallatin acknowledged he had been as guilty as any mem: 
ber in extending the debate, but he was not (a far convinced of its 
error as to wiſh to confine it to one day, Gentlemen appeared to 
be miſtaken as to the application of the reſolution; it applied only 
to committee of the whole, thus when a bill was committed, there 


% 


could be no motion ta riſe ; however lengthy a bill was, it muſt be 


gone through within the day. He referred to ſuch as the Bankrupt 
bill: collecting all the revenue laws into one act, or the exciſe law: 
theſe were extremely lengthy, and imphctant, aud required mature 


digeſtion in the detail. Again, it put it in the power of a commit - 


tee who reported a bill to prevent all diſcuſſion on it; ſuch as the 
committee of defence, to whom both thofe gentlemen belong, they 
bave nothing to da but. blend into one act all bn that dhe, and 
make it fo lengthy . there would be little time but to read it. 
But it would be uſeleſs, a number of motions may be made to pro : 
tract the debate, and yet keep tbe ſubject under confideration. It 
was impoſſible to do any good whatever, but might do narm. The 
belt way ta curtail the debate would be for a majority to agree 10 
let on particular occaſions until the jon is taken. 


Reference had been made to the bill for the puniſhment of crimes 
having taken up fo much time: this motion would not haye pre- 
rented it, for if his memory ſerved him right, the debate was every 


day, except one, on different motions, and in different ſtages. 
The reſolution was not carried.” Ayes 25. | 


Mr, Allen's motion was to print copies of the diſpatches , . 
communicated on Friday, and the report this day ſent to the houſe, 


er was fatis ied that the motion would turn out to be of 
no uſe, He knew there was an abule, but this was not the way to 
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Mr. S. Smith hoped the queſtion would be divided, as they ware Bl - tle 
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not of one nature; one was diſpatches from our 'etivoys abroad, pe 
| | and the other was a commentary on them, which if publiſhed, would pu 
1 be an acquieſcence of this houſe to it. [7 ee en In 
* | Motion was then made to adjourn. Ayes 39. Noes 44. pr 
bh A motion to divide the queſtion, being declared irregular by the re} 
* - ſpeaker, — 35 N inn nen ſ 
| * Mr. S. Smith moved to ſtrike ont the words“ and this day,“ h . 
1% as to leave the queſtion to be taken firſt on publiſhing the comma. 1 
| / nications. — Th ene, en fe, IND thi 
1 Mr. Allen was oppoſed to the motion, for he thought the comme. 
6 nications of laſt Friday ought not to go 'oat into the world without me 


ſomething to correct thoſe ſtupid errors which they contained: 
there was ſomething exceedingly fingular” and unwarrantable in 


them, which required more than a mere commentary to expoſe it 
them in a proper light. He was ſurpriſed at the inattention and no 
diſregard that marked the conduct of the houſe,” whillt che report as 
was reading; he ſuppoſed that not more than one fifth of the mem. fol 
bers were attentive to it; he hoped the honſe would not object to 
the publication of them together, for the errors 'ought to be cor- 
rected by ſome means, It was too eaſy, he ſaid, to make the peo- we 
ple of the United States ſwallow thoſe kind of things: the public it 
would be perſuaded that the French Directory were fincere in their be 
deſires for an accommodation, but no man in his ſenſes could believe th! 
that, who reads this anſwer : he wiſhed the public to ſee the obſer- Pr 
vations at the ſame time, and he did not know'why any gentleman th: 


ſhould be afraid to ſee an anſwer, as well as the facts. IO 
Mr. Venable hoped the gentleman would modify his reſolution in! 


in ſuch a way that the houſe may be able to vote on the fubje&: it ne 
was not a fair way to propoſe two queſtions of a different.nature, po 
and thus to clog the votes of thoſe, who would vote for one part. co 
He had no objection to the quantity of the diſpatches going out, of 
bur it appeared to him that the other paper was of quite a different tre 


nature. The gentleman ſaid there were facts contained which were | 
not proper for the people to ſee except accompanied by the report: St: 
it was ſurpriting that the Preſident ſhould fend papers to the hoſe 
that the people could not underſtand; nay, he would go farther, he 
would ſay, that the houſe could not underſtand, Without a diflerta- 
tion of the ſecretary of ſtate! are we ſo degraded that we cannot, 


or that the people cannot put a comment upon what the Preſident tle 
thinks proper to ſend us without the comment of the ſecretary of M. 
ſtate ? It is impoſſible for me to vote for ſuch a reſolution connect- 8 or: 


ect as it 1. | . 
Mr. Thatcher ſaid there was nothing new in this buſimeſs: fimi- ge 

Jar things had many times been done on former occaſions, a report thy 

of the ſecretary of ſtare accompanied the commnnications an the his 

+4, Algerine buſineſs, and no fault was found with that, the only df, er. 
ference is, that was received with cloſed doors, and then the gen- 
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. tleman' from Virginia thought it was proper to lay them before the 


publiſhed : if proper then, why ſhould it not be equally ſo now? 
indeed Mr. T. ſaid, this had been the caſe mort than once, when 
private communications were made by the Preſident ; but now a 
report of great importance is made by the ſecretary of ſlate re- 
ſpecting the French, we are told that if this goes forth to the peo- 


atement of facts; the houſe had heard what ir contained, and were 
they afraid for the people to ſee it: | 


Mr. Sewal ſaid thut it appeared this report was conſidered as 
Preſident, although drawn up by the ſecretary. of [tate ; it was 


it was originally drawn up by the Preſident, or the ſecretary, was 
no difference, it was communicated by the Preſident to the houſe, 
as his obfervations on the ſtare of the union, and, it ought to go 
forth to the people, and they could difcover if he had drawn a 
wrong conciafien,” 1 rh nt 17 3 . 

Mr. S. Smith was inclined to think the gentleman juſt ſat down 


it was e report of the ſecretary, of ſtate,” and therefore it could 
be conſidered as properly from him. Indeed it contained ſome 


Americans, implicating that thoſe who did not vote for him to come 
into office were not true Americans, He was certain this would 


of thoſe, who did not hear it compleatly, but he thougbt it an ex- 
traordinary thing, ſuch as never came before the legiſlature, _ 


The ſpeaker explained that it was a report of the ſecretary of 


State to the Preſident, and by him communicated to the houſe. 
publie, for he did not think it was neceffary for the Secretary of 


tleman from Connecticut (Mr. Allen) had diſtinguiſhed a part of 


his ſenſes could think fo, that gentleman ſaid : here Mr, Gerry, a 
thought they were in earneſt in their deſires for peace: he was in 


cretary of ſtate had ſaid. 


- * 


a 


—— 


people, contrary to the opinion of the Preſident, aud they were 


* it will miſinform them, The report did not contain any miſ- 


merely from the ſecretary of ſtate ; it was not ſo; it was from the 


what the Preſident in his ſpeech had promiſed the houſe : whether 


was totally miſtaken.” The Preſident did not call it his, but he ſaid 


e fo far as it had cut his ear, that ought not to come from the 
Preſident ; if he was not much miſtaken it contained this {entimenr, 
that thoſe who vored for the Preſident now in office were the true 


never be ſaid by the Preſident. He wiſhed to ſee what the tre- 
port contained before it went out into the world, for it would be 
conſidered as the opivion' of the houſe. He confeſſed he was one 


| Mr, Swith. ſaid he underſtood it ſo; not hearing it correctly he 
wiſhed to know what he was approbating before it went to the 


State to tell them what they ſhould, or ſhould not think. The gou- / 


Mr. Gerry's report, on which he ſaid he could not think the direct. 
ory were iu earneſt in their ſeeming deſires for peace. No man a 


gentleman appointed by the Preſident and approved by the Senate 
his ſenſes ſurely, but that was what he thought, whatſoever the ſe- 


10 


; 


The ſpeaker called Mr. Smith to order: he repeated warmly 
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that it was not from the ſecretary, but from the Prefident; aud 
muſt be conſidered as his opinions. N TX N LO ds es 5 
Mr. Smith continued, ſhall we believe the Preſident of the Uni. 
2 States or not ? He ſays. it is a+ report from the ſecretary of 
ale irie fi (7:3 512441 
| The ſpeaker again called Mr. Smith to order and he ſat down. 
Mr. Smith made an appeal to the Houſe to know | whether he 
might ga on or é . . a mme 
Ihe (peaker ſaid the queſtion was not whether the member ſhonld 
go on or not, but whether he was out of order or not, When the 


| ſpeaker called him to order. Ayes 46-Noes 3). 


Mr. Smith roſe aod proceeded, He ſaid, that whenever a paper 
of this kind was brought before the Honſe, . gentlemen ought to be 
{ally acquainted with its coutents before they gave their approbation 
to it, as they could not elſe be competent to judge whether it was fit 
to go into the world : he did hope the Bente would not have 
preſſed his motion upon the houſe in this m ander. 


* 
$4.1 


Mr, Bayard apprehended that when this ſubjett Was ri 


- 


tly con- 


| ſidered it would appear as à paper properly from the Preſident: be 


had given the diſpatches as promiſed at the commencement of the 
ſeſſion, but had not confidered it compleat in iiſelf, but had given it 
after warde completed by one of the organs of government, and by 
this had adopted it as his att. The firſt letter read was a recal to Mr, 


Serry. Was nat this the act of the Preſident, altho“ the Sec' ry of State 
wrote it? The cales were ſynonymous. He had the power to com- 


municate the ſtate of the Union, and. give his advice what meaſure 
the Houſe ought to adopt: tie had not only power, but it was bis 
duty to do it. And would gentlemen ſay the Houſe was degraded 
by receiving this conſtitutional information? From what  fource 
could information come with ſo much propriety ? Was he not the 


centre of all foreign information as it teſpected the nation, and. was 


it not right for him to give the Houſe the information ? If he found 


there were papers among the diſpaches which contained falſe circum- 


ſtances, would he not be guilty of a breach of truſt in withholding 
that light, which he alone was in poſſe ſſion of ? To agree with the 


motion would be to ſay they ſhould not be printed; becauſe one was 
of no ufe without being accompanied by the other, © Gentlemen laid 
it was approbating the ſentiments it contained, but it was not: on. 


the other hand to withhold them from the public would be to ſay 
that the Secretary had given the Houſe what he had no right to do, 
It may juſt as well be ſaid that a report which the leet Aa” in- 
ſtructed his chief clerk to make out, was not the report of t Secxe- 


tary of State, as to ſay this was not the act of the Preſident, The 
queſtion was, did he finally adopt it although drawn by an inferior? 


If fo, the act was imme rged, in its adoption by the ſupe rio. 
Mr. T. Claiborne (Virginia) ſaid he was bot 'propargd' to vote 
againſt this part of the reſolution, nor Was he prepared to vote forit, 
becnuſe he did not underſtand it, and if the queſtion was now taken 
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and ſhould be loſt, he thought there was u rule of the Houſe that 
would bar the genteman from renewing it, td therefore he hoped = 
he would not preſs it 4 % 4, 46.08 
Mr. W. Clas eme ſſee) roſe to remark that it was not the 
ſource from whenee the information came that was degrading tc the 
Houſe; but the report itſelf. He took it to be the opinion of the 
Secretary of State, but that it came to the Houſe from the Prefident 
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to accompany certain documents. From Whatever quarter theſe 
1 opinions came he looked u them to be degrading to the Houſe, 
he I have al thought free from arty bias, aud I have always delivers 


ed my remarks here with freedom: 1 am of opinion, and 41 
ways have been that Fr of the govetument ought to 
move on its own ſphere, and now, when the Preſident communi- 
cates to this Houſe information on the ſtate of the Union, he does 
what belongs to his department as executive, but when he gives us 
opinions to 'accompany* it, he degrades'the Houſe, Sir, I ath not 
ſatisfied to appropriate the money of the people to this object. Here 
are official, correct documents on the ſtate of our foteigm relations, 


iS: let them go forth to the people, the people are poſſeſſed with judg- 

n- ment and can examine for themſelves; but the Secretary's report 

he communicated by the Prefident, is not of ſufficient authority to juſti- 

he ſy me to vote for the printing ſuch a number at the public ex- 
it neu, ii ar a e e 43 ay | N | 
by Again, it will carry this ſentiment with it, that thoſe who voted 14 
ir, for the printing of this report, adopted the opitrions it eoriteraed, } | 
ate If the ſentiments" of the gentleman from Maryland is corrett and 1] 
m- from the attention 1 gave it, I think it is, that the true Americutms 
Ire brought the Preſident into office, I am againſt it, becauſe I thick 1 
big that is a great calumny to a great number of the people of the Um- 14 
ed ted States : it is a fact that there are a great number who are 9 
ce attached to the government, and have done as much to ſupport it as 1 
ne any, and yet was in favor of the gentleman who was a rival to the 

as Preſtdent. Knowitgtbis; 4 never will vote for the publicatiotſ of # 


paper that will brand thofe characters as umrue Americans whom F 
know to have merited a contrary epithet, PG 
Mr. pe thought gentlemen gave ample proof that they did 
not underſtand this ſubjet : he did not know what it was that they | 
called a commentary, opinions, &c. it was no fuch thing, it wa 
ſtatement of facts relative to our foreign relations. If it was from 
the Preſident, he did not think it would degrade him, ſrnce he Had 
done it heretofore, and bad been thanked by the houſe for it. It ws 
necefiary to collect this ſtatement of fact in order to judge of our fos _ 
reign relations : if it was not reported in this marmer gemtlemen * 
muſt do ir themſelves, but in this inſtance the ſecretary has faved! 
them the trouble of going through fuch au extenfive correfpond- 
ence, and had thought when the people ſhould have the difpatchey 
before them they ſhould atfo poſſeſs” # general ſtatement. Was it 
wnufgal ? Why was it not confidered degradirig to the houſe ſome 
time ago when relating to the Spaniards on the Miffiſippi ? Bathow - 
gentlemen roſe againf# the — of ſtate for having introduced © 
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whom he was certain did not deſerve it. But, ſaid Mr. V. I have 
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his opinions on the houſe, but it was only a. colleQion of dee: by 


it they would ſee the ex traoidinary artiſice, weakneſs, duplicity and 
_ childiſh fimplicity, all N together in this corr dence. It 
5 


is not to do away aty e that this pamphlet might have upon 


ple, but to bring forward a ſtatement of fats, to enable the 


the 
Houſe, as well as the public to form a judgment, Therefore, without 


being diſpoſed to join in the calumny this paper is [aid to contain, 


ot to adopt the opinions of it, he hoped it would be printet. 


Mr. Varnum underſtood the gentleman who brought forward this 
motion as ſaying that he,did it from a wiſh that this report ſhould 
go out with the 8 in oider to do away the falſhood con- 
tained in Mr. Gerry's ſtatements. And he ſeemed to allude particu- 
larly to a paſſage in Mr. G's letter, where he ſays, on the 26th of 
July, I left Paris, and from the beſt information L. could obtain of, 
the diſpoſition of the Executive Directory, they were very*deſtious 
of a reconciliation between the two republics,” The gentleman from 
ConneRicut ſays, that the man who could write this muſt have either 
been inſane, or known. he was writing a falſhood. The gentleman. 
muſt therefore accuſe Mr. Gerry of uttering a known falſhood, ſince 
no one would believe he was inſane; and that it is neceſſary todo: 
away this falſhood by means of this report of the ſecretary of State. 
Mr. V. ſaid, whoever is acquainted with Mr. Gerry's charaRer, 
muſt know, that ſuch obſervatians very illy apply to him, Mr. G. 


is a man of the utmoſt veratity and independence; « man who 
would not ſay he believed a ching, except he did really believe it. 
: This, ſaid Mr. V. is ſo well known to be Mr. G's character, that he. 


wondered any man ſhould. have accuſed him of falſhood. But it 
feems the facts which theſe documents contain are not agreeable to 


the Executive Department, and they have thought it neceſſary to. 


accompany their publication with a commentary which. they think 
will ſhew them to be unfounded. . They ſeem to think it Would be 
dangerous to ſuffer any thing to go out to the people, Which would 

out an idea that the French government is diſpoſed to a:recon- 
ciliation with this country, Oa the contraty, they wiſh to holdout 
the idea that France is determined to go to war. with this country, 


It ſeemed to be/a darling object of a number of people in the Uni- 
ted States to involve this country in war. The Speaker faid fuck 


expreſſions were out of order.] Mr, V. ſaid he was. againſt the 
printing of a report which would ſerve only to calumniate a mag 


ſeep gentlemen, of the ſame political ſentimgnts with the gentleman 


ſtom Counefticut, lately from France, who are of the fame opinion 
with Mr, Gerry, and do not ſcruple to avow it. Their friends bete 
tell them they are miſtaken ; but he left it with the public to.judge 


whether gentlemen who formed their opinions; from what they 
heard and ſaw in, France, or thoſe who take their opinions from 
what they heat and ſec here, are molt likely to be riglt. 
If gentlemen ate determined to have this repor: go put to the peas 
ple with the diſpatches, he hoped at leaſt they ſhould firſt be per- 


mitted to ſee it, He therefore moyed an adjourament, as he expec-: 


ted it would be printed for the uſe of the houſe by to-morrow, 
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The motion was negatived, 44 to g9. 8 net 2 6 

Mr. R. Williaths could not ſee why gentlemen ſhould refuſe to let 
queſtions be taken upon the ſubjeRs'ſeparately, except from a deter- 
mination that the houſe ſhould not vote underſtandingly upon it. 
The gentleman from Delaware ſays, that if the words are ſtruck out, 
it will imply a diſapprobation of the report. This difficulty was 
occaſioned „ there things together, which beſpoke a 
want of can | 
they could have Carried the queſtion ſeparately, He was far from 
wiſhing to caſt a cenſure upon the Report, before he knew whether 


it deſerved -it ; but if it contained the calumny which had been ſpo- - 


ken of, he certainly ſhould oppoſe its publication. 

Mr, EKggleſton thought the gentlemen who conſider themſelves as 
the excluſive-friends of the Executive, had, on this occaſion, done 
the Prefident great injuſtice by aſcribing the report of the Secretary 
of State to him; for he had in his meſſages cautiouſly guarded a- 


gainſt any ſuch. concluſion being formed by calling the Report, «a - 


report of the ſecretary of ſtate, containing ſome obſetvations upon the 


documents.“ Vet gentlemen perſiſt in confounding the two things 


together, by wiſhing the ſame reſpect which is due to every commu- 
nication from the Prefident, to be paid to this report from one of 
the heads of Departments; and went ſo far as to ſay that if the 
ſecretary of ſtate had employed his clerk to write a report, which ho 
approved and ſent to the Preſident, and the Preſident ſent it to this 
7 it muſt, be conſidered as a report of the Preſident of the Uni- 
ths io OE Ew. ag N 
If gentlemen looked to Great Britain, they would find a better 


doctrine. There when the ſpeech of the king came under confider- 


ation, it wag conſidered as the ſpeech of the Miniſter ; but here gen- 
tlemen reverſe the-caſe, and make the report of the ſecretary. of ſtate 
the report of the Preſident, - though be has carefully guarded againſt 
ſuch- a concluſion, He hoped, ugtil more was known of the con- 


tents of that paper, 'it would not be ordered to be printed in the way 


propoſed. 


Mr. Thatcher ſaid gentlemen appear to be unwilling to vote for 8 f 
the publication of this report, becauſe they have not read it; if this 
was a good reaſon, it would appear equally againſt primting the do- 


Mr. S. Smith hoped.it would be admitted there is great differenes 


cuments, ſnee they have not read them but there is no o 
This he did not think very conſiſtent condutt. 


bet wixt official documents from a public miniſter, and a teport of 
any kind from one of the heads of our departments. Whew the 
report of the ſecretary of war came under conſideration, he hoped 


gentlemen were not to be deterred from commenting upon it by be- 


ing told it was a report of the Preſident. . + RH 
Mr. Craik: ſaid, gentlemen” did pot diſtinguiſh betwixt Reports 
made by Heads of 3 to the houſe, or committees of the 


kouſe, and Reports made from the ſame quarters to the Prefidevr, - 
and by him communicated to the houſe, He was not dif poſed to 
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think, however with ſome other geritlemen that what came from the 

Prefident was not to be examined and commented upon, He was 
{urpriſed the gentleman from Virginia ſhould think the Preſident 
ought to be conſidered in the fame light as the king of Great Britain 
and that therefore, . he could do nd wrong,” n 
Mr, Eggleſton declared he ſaid no ſuch thing. | 
Mr, Madpn would not conſider whether this Report is the Report 
of che Secretary of State, or of the -Prefident ; let it come from 
” whith it would, he felt himſelf at full liberty to remark upon it, 
His obje&ion to the printing of this paper was founded upon its be. 
ing a new cuſtom, With reſpect to the report on Algerine affairg, 
which had been referred to, it contained a ſtatement of official pa. 
pers without any opinion upon them. He had another reaſon for 
objetting to it, He thought that all the official papers with refpett 
to our difoute with France ought to go eut to the people in the ſame 
way 3 and as fortier communications had gone without a comments. 


2 direct the people's concluſions either this way or that, he Woped 

ſe would be ſuffered to go gut in the ſame Way, He did tot Wt ſome 
think: there is any occaſion to direct the people How to think; be Wl with 
believed the great body of them would always think' right, if left to very 
themſelves. Was it becauſe former communitations looked more Wl Frenc 

like war; than cheſe, that' they were given to the people without the g 
commentary q and that becauſe theſe have the appearance of pesce, Wl Secre 
it is neceſſary to twiſt them to leok a contrary way ? He ſaw 9d Ftene 


ſuch neceſſity, and was therefore © to the printing. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaw no reaſon why there ſhould be an extra public“ Wot it 
tion of the diſpatehes themſelves, except that heretofore it had been Wheat! 
thought proper; but though this had been the caſe; with reſpett to the g 
the diſpatches, he believed no inſtance could be adduced of printing io tre 
an extra number of any report of the Secretary of State, Which ac. ptep- 
cording to the Preſidetit's own deſcription of it, contains * obſerve man 
tions upon the diſpatches,” For though the gentlemen from Dele. child 
ware has faid, that this is a part of the communications promifed by Wpollit 
the Preſident of the United States at the opening of the ſeſſion, if be ¶ ee n. 
hat attended to the Meſſage he would have found that the Preſident the g 
ſays, that “the communications promiſed at the opening of the ſeſ. Ito th. 
ſion, relative to our affairs with Franee, are contained in the Theets lle h 
which accompany this ;” and he adds, „that à report of the Secre- Veith 
tary of State, containing ſome obſervatidns thereon, will be laid be. le c 
fore the houſe o Monday.“ The two things are as diſtin& as poſſ. orm 
ble. They are not called ( facts“ by the Prefident, but . obſerv , B 
tions upon the diſpatches,” and they are fo. There are, indeed, ela. 
few infignificant facts ſcattered among the obſervations; aud bt 
ſhould have no objection to have them tacked to the end of the di Foul 
| 23 though if the Preſident had thought them of importance ien 
be commtmicated, he would $0575 have ſent them along with the tate 
others, The report comains no information, but deduttions and orre 
obſervations from the communications made laſt year, and thoſe now 
made. He therefore aw no reaſon why the expence of publiſhing 
an extraordinary number of this report, ſhould be incurred, more 
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vas WHY than of any other te port from one of. the Heads of Departments. To 
ent ſend theſe obſervations and reaſonings out to the people, would be 
to lay that they ate in all reſpects ptoper and true, and therefare it 
ought not to be done, Mr, G. did not conſider either the reſolution 
or the amendment, as of any importance. He had however avother 
dort +<a10n for wiſhing the report not to be printed, which was, that, in 
many inſtances, he believed it contains bad reaſoning, that facts are 
improperly ſtated, and that it is in ſome paris improper in itſelf.— 


be. Wl Though theſe reaſons would induce him to vote againſt printing an 
airg, extraordinary number of this report, ſtill bis objections are not ſa 
| pa. Wl firovg as to induce him to vote againſt the reſolution, if the amend- 
for nent ſhould be negatived; becauſe he did not think the report 
pet ¶ would produce any effeft upon the people; he believed they would 
ſar do as well without it as with it; but if they had it, he did not be- 
ents. WH licve it could miſlead them in any material degree. - - : 
The- paper being under conſideration, he might be aſked to ſtate 
| hot WM ſome of his objections to it. He could not be expected to do this 
; > Wvith much correftneſs ; but it had ſtruck him in the reading to be a 
Ft to very extraordinary production. Making an oblervation op the 
more Wl French Miniſter having declared to Mr. Gerry that he did not wiſh 
hout the government of the United States to break the Britifh treaty, the 
ende, Secretary of State finds fault with that, and ſeems defirous that the 
w ny French government ſhould have inſiſted on our breaking the-Britiſh 
treaty, For his argument appears to amount to this, Only think 
blick Wof it—thoſe villains will not demand that we ſhould violate our 
been ueaties, and he really appears very angry on the occaſion, As e 
ec to he general deduction, that the French government is not diſpoſed 
nting to treat with us, he had only heard the report once, and was not yet 


n ac. prepared to form a correct opinion upon that part, But the gentle. 


ervs wan from South Carolina feems to ſuppoſe that ignorance and a 
Dus. Webildiſh reliance are ſo conſpicuous in the diſpatches, that it is im- 


ed by poſſible any one can fail to ſee them. If this were the cafe, he could 
if he ee no uſe for this commentary, Mr, G. did not underſtand whether 
ſident Who gentleman meant to apply his terms of ignorance and childiſhneſs 
s Tel. Ito the French Miniſter or Mr. Geiry, but . ſuppoſed to the latter. 
ſheets lle had himſelf read the greater part of the communication, and had 
Secte- reither found much of ignorance or. childiſhneſs, He found, on 
id be- be contrary, opinions expreſſed with modeſty, and which being 
poſſ. ormed on the ſpot, were certainly intitled to confidence, 2 
ſerve But the gentleman' from ConneRicut, ſays that this zeport is ne- 
eee, eſary in order to correct the falſe information and wrong conclur 
14 bons contained in the diſpatches.— In ſaying this, the gentleman 
ze dil-F0uld not allude to the correſpondence betwixt Mr. Gerry WED 
nce to French Miniſter, but that betwixt Mr. Gerry and the Seerctary of 
th the tate. The gentleman ſeems to be afraid of the effects which this 
5 and Forreſpondence will produce. Mr. G. believed the letter of Mr. 
& n erry would produce an effet.—Let him, ſaid Mr, G. get as many 
iſking f the Secretary of State's reports as be pleaſes, and ſend them out 
th as many of his own oblervations as he pleaſes, and be defied. 


im, though thouſands of his copies were printed and diſporſed, te 
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prevent the impreſſion that would be made upon the public mind by 
the reading of Mr. Gerry's letter, -which was known to be written 
by an honeſt man and a man of ſenſe, The. opinions of ſuch a man 
will certainly have greater weight than the on of men who 
are at gooo miles diſtance, Whether the effett will be pernicious 
to this country, he would not ſay ; it may be ſo confidered by ſome 
gentlemen : but ke believed the circumſtance of their thinking'it 
neceſſary to ſend out an antidote with the poiſon will operate againſt 
them, as it will lead the people to ſuſpett that all is not right. They 
will naturally ſay, Why are not theſe diſpatches ſent to us as before? 
Was not the opinion we formed of the laſt a corre one? Did we 
not then decide rightly ; and cannot we now be truſted. to decide 
for ourſelves ? Becauſe we have not been permitted to do fo, it 
muſt have been 8 by. the Preſident, the Secretary of State 
and a majority in Congreſs, that we ſhould draw a different conclu. 
ſion from the facts ſent to us, from what they have done, 
On a propoſition for calling for the diſpatches now communicated, 
it had been given as a reaſon why they are withheld, that the Secre- 
tary of State was proparing a report to accompany them”; from 
which it may reaſonably be inferred, ſaid Mr, G, that neither Con 
greſs nor the people were to be truſted to make their on conclu- 
ſions from theſe diſpatches ; that they had not ſufficient diſcernmen 
” do it, without receiving a previous leſſon from the Secretary of 
State, 8 5 n 855 N 
This, ſaid Mr. G. will be the natural conclufion ; but if the dil 
patches ate ſuffered to go out as uſual, the people will form their 
opinions candidly upon them. OT LO 
Mr, Edmond ſaid, the queſtion was, whether the report of the 
Secretary of State ſhould, or ſhould; not go out to the people, with 
the diſpatches with which it is connected. It is ſaid, the repor 
contains ſomething beyond facts, and that therefore it qught not tc 
be printed with the diſpatches, And does not the letter of Mr. Ger 
ry, beſides ſtating what he has done, alſo contain his opinions 
Whether his opinion, or that of the Secretary of State, is moſt cor 
Tet, he would not now undertake to ſay, He had not perulet 
them. The gentleman from Pennſylvania ſays, the ' deduEtions o 
Mr. Gerry are modeſt and concluſive, and will have great effe 
On the other hand, he. ſays that the deductions contained ir: the re 
port of the Secretary of State will Op er him, As he di 
not know what either contained, and wi for the people to { 
both, he ſhould vote for both being printed. | ee 
Mr; Otis was of opinion, that it was not the houſe that was de 
m_ by receiving this report, but that the people of the Unite 
States are degraded by the arguments of the. gentlemen wh 
ſuppoſe they are not to be truſted with the report of the Secretar 
of State, and that they cannot determine how far its reaſonings a! 
juſt or otherwiſe. The gentleman from Pennſylvania is oppoſed ! 
the publication of this report, becauſe he does not approbate all th 
Opinions contained in it; and will the gentleman [ay that he app! 


5 bates all the ſentiments contained in Mr, Gerry's letter ? For it 


— 
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tance, does he approbate this: * If on the other hand, Great Britain 
unaided. had fallen, the United States would have been in a much 
better condition at peace, than at war with the moſt formidable 
power the world had exhibited. In ſuch an event, they could have 
but mall s. of resisting France: and it might have been deemed 
madness in them ever to have attempted it But the gentleman from 


Pennſylvania ſays that theſe diſpatches ought to go out without this 


report, becauſe the former diſpatches were ſo ſent out. This, Mr. 
O. thought a good reaſon why this report ſhould be publiſhed, be- 
cauſe it brings into view all the facts contained in the twodiſpatches, 
and part of which may, by this time have been forgotten: and who, 


ſaid Mr, O. is fo proper to draw a ſtatement of this kind, as the Se- 


cretary of State, who is ſituated at the ſource of all information con- 
cerning our 2 relations? In his mind the report would be 
conſidered as the finger of truth in this buſtneſs. It confirms what 
was ſaid by the Prefident at the opening of the ſeſſion, of the ulti- 
mate failure of all our meaſures for a reconciliation :” and al ſo, that 
by ſome of their declarations it would appear, * that the French are 
averſe to a rupture, but that unfortunately no reliance can be placed 
upon their declarations,” or in plain words that no one can believe 
any thing they ſax. „ 

Mr. O. was glad to ſee this oppoſition made to the publication of 
this report, as it convinced him that gentlemen are fully impreſſed 
with the effect it would have upon the public mind, 

Mr. 7 aſked if gentlemen would be oppoſed to the publi- 
cation of this report, if they thought it contained falſe reafoning ? 
No, they would not. They are convinced, on the contrary, that 
it contains truths, and they are aftaid the people ſhould ſee them. 
Mr, Pinckney was aſtoniſhed to h»ur ſo much oppoſition given to 
the publication of all the information for the people, which is receiv- 
ed by Congreſs through the proper official channel, on a tranſaftion 
of the utmoſt importance to them. He could not conceive what 
hidden reaſon could lurk under this oppoſition, A negociation has 
been carried on by the Preſident of the United States, He has afted 
eee which he has received upon the ſubject; and if he 
chu 


ſes to give his opinion upon any diſpatches through the medium 


of the Secretary of State, with a view of juſtifying the part he has 
acted, is he not juſtified in doing ſo? And when he does it, ſhall the 
houſe refuſe to make thoſe reaſons public ? The Prefident would 


ation, Are we afraid, ſaid Mr, P. to truſt the people with this in- 
formation ? He ſaw no reaſon which could apply to the publica- 
tion of the documents, which would not alſo apply to the publica- 
tion of the report. The gentleman from Pennſylvania, ſays it will 


E no effect; but his attempt to Rifle its publication, ſeems to 


peak a different language, The ſame gentleman from Pennſylvania, 
had infinuated that it was the wiſh of certain members in this houſe 
to plunge the country unneceffarily into war, It might be replied, 


have been wanting in his duty, had he not given this information io 
Congreſs, He is the ſource of knowledge with reſpett to our for- 
cign relations, and is therefore the only perſon who can give inform. 
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that there are. other gentlemen. who wiſh to lull the people of the 
| United States into a falſe ſecurity, in order to prevent them from 
vigorouſly preparing to defend themfelves: againſt attack, This 
would be repelling one unjuſtifiable inſinuation, by another, per. 
haps, equaliy ſo. n LN VOY ve: Fs 
Mr. Venable ſaid, as what he had ſaid, bad been frequently ally. 
ded to, and unfairly ſtated, he muſt repeat, that be was far from 
wiſhing to preclude the people from a fight of this report. The ob. 
jection, is not to the making of it public (becauſe it will Joubtlels ap. 
| pear in all the papers, Which give it a greater publicity, than any 
other mode.) That is nat the object; gentlemen know it is not.— 
The ſecretary of ſtate may circulate his opinions in every corner of 
the United States, if he pleaſes; be only objected to the mode of do- 
ing it. Mr. V. repeated ſome of his former expreſſions as to the 
report being degrading to the houſe ; and ſaid if the ſecretary of ſtate 
' were to be permitted to ſend to Congreſs comments upon one ſub. 
Jet, he might upon another, and where would be the ground left 
for legiſlation ? It would become very limited indeed. | 
The queſtion on ſtriking out the words, „ and of this day,” was 
negatived, 46 to g6, and then, the Blank being filled with 1200, it 
Was. catried without a diſſenting voice. Adjourned, 
| Tuesday, January 22 
A report was made from the committee of claims, by Mr. D. Foſ- 
ter, againſt the petition of ex Roland for military ſervices during 
the late war, and concurred in by the houſ e. 
Mr. Harper called for the order of the day on the bill for render- 
ing aid to ſick and deſtitute ſeamen in foreign countries. 
The houſe in committee, Mr. Rutledge in the chair. 
The bill provides a ſum for the relief of this claſs of people to be 
paid by the conſuls or any other person, as an addition to twelve cents 
per day, now allowed, that being ſufficient to their neceſſities. 
: Mr, Gallatin moved to ſtrike out the words, or any other per- 
on,” | om 
Mr, Harper ſaid there were a number of places where there were 
no American conſuls, but there being ſome conſignee, or other per- 
fon who would be willing to aid thoſe perſons either to return to 
their country, or elſe to make application to a conſul, which may be 
many miles diſtant, which they could not poſſibly do without aſſiſt- 
ance, he thought it ſhould be allowed. | 


Mr. Gordon thought it was proper to leave it to the conſuls to dil- 9 
burſe the charges that may be incurred in the perſon's making appli- 8 
cation to the conſuls, It was a door, by which he thought frauds 2 N 
might enter: there may be claims brought, of which no idea could 4.5 | 
be formed, and no reſponſibility being attached to the perſons who . 
pretended they had paid the money, and therefore it become an ob- as U 
ject of fraudulent fpeculation, and it would be impoſſible for the wr 
ſecretary of ſtate to diſcover the deception, eee, havi 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid that a number of men were caſt on ſhore in this ſuch 
deſtitute ſtate in the Weſt- Indies, where there was no conſul, and if led 


kt in diſtreſs muſt enter on board ſhips of war, or ſtar ve; they had 
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no other alternative: but if there was a law for th& humane hand, 
to expect his expence refunded, many W come forward who | 
would not riſk aſſiſtance without. 

On the queſtion to ſtrike out, Ayes ag. Noes 34. | 

The committee roſe and the houſe having the bill before thaw, . 
Mr. Gordon renewed. the motion of Mr. Gallatmm, Mr. Bayard 
ſpoke a few words in favor of the mozion, and Mr. Otis nn it. 
The motion was loſt, Ayes 35. Noes 40. 

Mr. Bayard moved to add the word: “ properly authorized by 
the government of, the United States,” as he ſaid it would be in the 
power of government to give ſuch, authority Where ey may "yo 
it neceſſat y. | 

This was alſo loſt, Ayes 35» Noes 98. | | 

The bill being gone through, it was ordered to be « engroſſed ard | 
read a third time to-morrow. 
„Mr. Harper from the commitieg of. ways 2nd means 8 a 
bill for the compenſation of Clerks in public offices, which was read 
and committed to the whole houſe for Thurſday. 

A meſſage was received from the Senate, informing the houſe 
that they adhered to their amendment of the bill for the enumera- 
tion of the people of the United States. 

Mr, Otis called for the order of the day on the bill for ſuſ vending 
the commercial intercourſe with France and her dependencies, 

Houſe in committee, Mr. Rutledge in the chair. ED 

The faurth ſection enatts that the Preſident ſhall have power to. 
open a negotiation with France, or any persons claiming or exercising 
the government of any place belonging to the French Republic. 

Mr. Nicholas moved to ſtrike out the words in italic. | 

Mr, S. Smith underſtood: that the reaſon why theſe words had 
been introduced into the bill was, in order to meet the'caſe of Hiſ- 
paniola, It was well known that a new agent had ſucceeded He- 
douville there ; that he has publiſhed a proclamation, ſtating, that 
notwithſtanding be decree of the French Republic which directs 
the ſeizure of all the American veſſels and their cargoes, whenever 
there ſhall be found an board an article of Britiſh manufacture, he 
was authorized to ſuſpend that decree ſo far as relates to veſſels com- 
ing to that ifland, - And, Mr. S. ſaid, if any agent in the Weſt In- 
dies could give aſfurances that no capture ſhould take plate from 
the iſland of which he is governor, then the Preſident ſhall be au- 
thorized to open our commerce with that iſland, It was on this 
ground that he had given his conſent to this clauſe of the bill. 3 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, if the clauſe were intended to meet the caſe 
to which the gentleman had alluded, the agent had his powers from 
the French government, and whatever he did muſt be conſidered as 
done by that government, until his power ſhould be revoked ; bur, 
as the clauſe Rood, f it would anthorize the Preſident to treat I | 
uſurpers ; not merely with e in power, but with any perſon 
having momentary poſſeſſion of :-' acc and he could nat agree 40. 
ſuch a principle, — Why, aſe} Mz, 27. wig this law originally paſ- - | 
led? Was it not in order bring cet to terns by rel 
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| ber iſlands? Suppoſe France ſhould ſay to one of her 
Welt-Indies, © you ſhall be authorized to make a ſtipulation with 
the United States to toke off the 
ſpect to your iſland.“ Would not this be to acknowledge that there 
our regulation pinched her ? And would not the open 
courſe with ſuch a place, by relieving the diſtreſſes of France, defeat 
the original intention of the law ? [Mr. Harper afked if there was 
any queſtion before the committee ?] Mr. N. ſaid he would make 
moving to ſtrike out this ſection. A clauſe of this kind, 
Mr. N. ſaid, held out an invitation to agents to abandon their coun- 
try, and to ſet op governments of their own. If it were to ope- 
rate only in a partial manner for the relief of ſuch of the French 
iſlands as are fo much diſtreſſed that the government ſhould be will- 
ling to'reſtrain her depredations ſo far as related ro thoſe particular 
places, where will be the efficiency of the law afterwards ? It will 
only prove a burden upon our own citizens, without injuring 
France, If we are to have a free trade with the Weſt-Indies, why 


one, 
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ſuſpenſion of inter courſe with re: 


deprive the tobacco · planters of goin 


where the article is conſumed, inſtead of going through Spain, and 
by other circuitous routes? But the other aſpect of the bull, Mr. 
N. ſaid, was the moſt extraordinary and exceptionable he eyer ſaw. 
It authoriſed the Preſident to treat with perſons „ claiming. autho- 
This proviſion may pradace conſequences the moſt fatal. 
Suppoſe any of the iſlands made a ſeparate negotiation with this 
country, What will be the effe& of our having thus enticed them 
to diſobey their government? Will this government not be charge- 
able with having aſſiſted in detachin 


5 


rity. 


ernment ?. And if fo, could any thin 


'years to come. 
planation of this clauſe than 
would be ſtruck out. © + ©. 

Mr. Otis did not believe that 


afford a more laſting ca 
war, than an act of this kind ? If there be any diſpoſfirion in the 
French government to treat (which however the ſecretary of ſtate 
denies) a conduct of this kind would effectually root it out, and 
there could be no treaty, no peace between the two countries, for 
I gentlemen; therefore; can give us no better ex: 
has already been given, he hoped it 


ts in the 


immediately to the country 


ſuch a colony from its gov- 
for 


| a more unjuſtifiable jealouſy ever 
entered the heated imagination of the gentleman from Virginia, 
"than that which occupies it at this moment. He ſeems to think 


that this ſection of the bill is intended only to encourage uſurpation 


and rebellion, whereas a {li 


ght attention ſhould convince bim, that 


when any of the French iſlands or dependencies revolt and declare 
for independence, neitker the law paſſed the laſt ſeſſion, nor this 
bill will apply to ſuch a cafe. In ſuch an event there is nothing in 
the exiſting laws to prevent our car 


revolted iſland. 


r 
If attention be paid 


ing on a free trade with ſuch 
to the firſt ſection of the bill, 


it will be ſeen to apply only to ſach places as are under the acknow- 
ledged government of France, and the moment a place is no longer 


under her government, both the exiſting law and this ſection become 


— 
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oll wich reſpect to that place; and a new relation wonld be crea: 
ted Which would be-negulated. under; the law of nations. If a re- 
dellion of chis kind: ſhould. break out, it would become a queſtion to 
what extent we aught ta carry on commerce with, the rebellious 
place à and we ſhould then be governed by exiſting. circumſtances. 
IU we ſhould be at war with France, we ſhould doubtleſs, ſaid: Mr. 
0; avail ourſelves of the trade to its full extent without reſpect to 
her wiſhes; but if an accommodation of differences ſhould be ef- 
fetted, ani the mother country ſhould probibit all trade with the 


revolters, it is not preſum able that this government would ſanction 


any commerce that would provoke a war; or protect adventurers 
from the, feizure-and confiſcation; of their property. 1 
But it is nat enopgh, obſerved Mr. O. to ſay, that this ſection 


does not relate ta rebellious colonies; it is merely a proviſion to 


meet ſuch conditions as the agents of the Executive Directory are 
entit led to make, conſiſtently with their allegiance to their own 
country, ſuch at leaſt as they conſtantly undertake to propoſe. With- 
out aſſuming to define the powers of theſe agents, it was very clear 
that they have undertaken to diſpenſe with the decrees and laws af 
the Republic, whenever the exigencies of their government have, 
in their opinion, made-it neceflary or convenient. 2 8 
At St. Domingo and at GuadaJoupe,. the agents ſeem to exerciſe 
an unlimited control over the trade and maritime concerns of thoſe 
iſlands. He preſumed they bad a qiſcretionary right given to them 
to rolax or ſulpend many of the decrees of the mother country, with 
reſpect ta the territory they are to govern. Ihe uniform conduct 


of Santhonax and Polverel, and of all the commiſſioners at St. Do- 


mingo ſhew this to be the caſe ; and at Guadaloupe, Victor Hugues 
has proved himſelf; to be nothing leſs then a deſpot. If this bill 


paſſed, theſe commiſſioners may. open a commerce with this country, 
even though an open war ſhauld exiſt between this country and 


France. Nay, Mr. O. ſaid, be bad a proclamation of Hedouville, 
the late agent at Cape Francois, in his hand, Which ſhews that he 
had. determined to adopt this line of conduct. [Mr. O. read the 


proclamation; which ſtates that neutral ſhips and cargoes, that pro- 


viſions. and dry goods. ſhall he admitted imo St. * wel in Amer- 
ican bottoms, that they ſhall not be ſeized when deſtined for French 


ports, but paſs unmoleſted by French cruiſers, even if war ſhould 


break out between the mother conntry and the United States. ]— 
Now, ſaid Mr O. the intereſt of this country, and of our mercan- 
tile citizens in partichlar, require us to place ourſelves in a ſituation 
to meet theſt adyances. Can there be any difficulty in giving to 
the Preſident a power with reſpe& to the trade with a part of the 


French daminions, which he at preſent poſleſſes over the whole: 


Gentlemen have ſaid. that an agent is arrived from an uſurper in St. 
Domingo. Mr. O. ſaid he did not know the fact. He did not know 


of an uſurper in. St. Domingo. He believed gencral Touflaint had 


* 
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ſacceeded Hedouville in the government of that ifland ; that he had, 


in imitation of his ſuperiors, ſent him off in the ſame way as in the 
mother country thoſe are ſent off who may be obnoxious to the 
deſigns of the reigning and the ſtrongeſt party. But it does not 
follow, that theſe meaſures of general Touffaint will not be ratified 
by the French 13 The ſame general had heretofore ſent 
off the commiſſioner Santhonax. He was not, however, for this 
cauſe, declared to have forfeited his allegiance, but pains were ta. 


private 
ind yet 
by the 
tranſgr 
that no 
de pre} 
agent's 
their re 


ken to appeaſe and reconcile him, and Santhonax came back. He poſition 
was afterwards ſucceeded by Hedouville, who is in his turn, ſent Mr. 
on a voyage to France. l unde rebellic 
But ſaid Mr. O. ſhall we now begin to examine into the lepaliil ;cclare 
ty. of the powers of perſons in authority, either in France or her Fran 
Weſt India poſſeſſions? Have we not uniformly adhered to the naued 
principle, that thoſe who exerciſe powers de facto are the only per-Wbnited 
ſons we are bound to recognize? From the firſt dawn of the rey. this mc 
olution, we have ſaid, we never queſtioned” the legitimacy of the uke pl 
power exerciſed in France; to us it ſeemed indifferent Whether Ja-. so be u 
cobins or Girondiſts were at the helm of affairs; whether it was te inh 
a reign of terror ur of moderation. We have conſtantly ſung ho · ¶ ind do 
ſannahs, and offered adorations to the great Republic, one and in-Wry pov 
diviſible, without conſidering by whoſe hands the power was exer · rive t 
ciſed. It is now too late to change this ſyſtem. We have no way Mr. 
of knowing, ſaid Mr. O. whether the agents of the directory act in ve ſho 
conformity to the will of their maſters or not, until the goverument the hat 
declares them out of their allegiance, It will then be ſoon enough Wformid 
for us to determine the poſture which good faĩth and policy requires If w 
us to take. | | ee Jam 
But the gentleman from Virginia ſays, we eught not to treat with 500,0c 
individuals under any circumſtances ; but it appears probable that and wi 
the French Republic may permit her agents to carry on this com- Weſt 1 
merce, and to give us ſatis factory aſſurances of ſafety. and protection to infli 
without a treaty ; and ſuch an arrangement would be advantageous WW. Whi 
to that republic. We find, indeed, {aid Mr. O. from the papers on volt, a 


the. table, that one of the complaints of that government is found-Wence t-. 
ed on this ſuſpenſion of intercourſe, and therefore to reſtore the trade WM them t 
in part is to diminiſh the cauſe of complaint. With reſpect to the vith o 
remark of the gentleman from Virginia, that it was the object of the Wathers 
original act, by diſtreſling France to bring her to terms, he differ - Mr. 
ed in opinion from him. It was merely a defenſive meaſure, ' Our Wis ſe, 
trade became ſo inſecure, that it was neceſſary to do—what ? Con · Virgin 
quer France ? No; but to prevent the ruin which” threatened our f nd w. 
citizens, by prohibiting all intercourſe with that country, and its W&ion 
dependencies ; and whenever an end is put to theſe aggreſſions and hereto 
depredations, the ſuſpenſion may be remov et. be of 

This ſaid Mr. Otis is not a novel practice. At the commence-Wvhich 
ment of the late war, the citizens of the Bahama iſlauds were ex- Wchant 1 
cepted from the general regulations and orders preſcribed to our ade 
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privateers. It is very poſſible ſaid he to be at war with a nation, 
znd yet at peace with a certain portion of its territory. We' find 
þy the papers upon our table, that France ſays her privateers have 
ranſgrefled their authority, and that they have now determined 
mat no commiſÞons ſhall be iſſued, except by their agents. Let us 
ent WM be prepared to meet them if they will act accordingly ! And if their 
his] agents in the colonies reſtrain privateering and depredation within 
ta · ¶ their reſpective juriſdictions, let us avail ourſelves of their good diſ- 
Hel poſitions without any nice enquiries. | | | 
ent Mr. O. had ſaid, that this law has no alluſion to any country in 
rebellion ; but he could conceive it poſſible that St. Domingo may 
ali. declare itſelf independent, and become ſo, in ſpite of the oppoſition 
her of France, or the wiſhes of this country.— Far be it from me, con- 
the tinued Mr. O. to contend that it is deſirable for the intereſt of the 
er · ¶ United States, that ſuch an event ſhould happen : ſuch a doctrine at 
ev · ¶ this moment would be unſeaſonahle and improper; but if it does 
theke place, he might ſay without offence; it would be good policy 
Js be upon the beſt terms with the perſons in authority there; if not, 
was the inhabitants of that iſland may become pirates upon our trade, 
ho- ind do us more miſchief than we formerly ſuffered from the Barba- 
in · ¶ n powers. To prevent which let us feed and clothe them and de- 
cer · ¶ rive them of inducements to quit their iſland. | bets 
vay Mr. O. hoped therefore, this ſection would be retained, and that 
t iu ve ſhould not by refuſing to liſten to theſe people, throw them inte 
ent the hands of another power, This iſland, ſaid he, may prove a very 
veh WM formidable enemy or a very uſeful friend. a | 
ires If we recolle&, ſaid he, what was done by a handful of Maroons 


of Jamaica, we ſhall form no contemptible idea of a population of 


vith i 500,000 ſouls of which 30 or 40,000 are well diſciplined troops, 
hath ind who have in their poſſeſſion one of the - richeſt iſlands in the 
om-W eſt Indies, and if driven to deſpair, would have it in their power 
tion ¶ to inflict deep wounds upon our commerce. | 
0us WY While, therefore, we carefully abſtain from inciting them to re- 
on olt, and are ſilent upon the reſult of their independence, in refer- 
nd - ¶ ence to this country, we ſhould not omit any fair occaſion to teach 
ade ¶ them the advantages to be derived from an amicable intercourſe 
the with our country; and to cultivate thoſe good diſpoſitions which 
the Woabers will improve if we unwiſely repel them 
ker - Mr. Harper did not know that he could give an explanation of 
Our WW this ſection which would be ſatisfactory to the gentleman from 
on- Virginia; but he would ſtate what was the intention of the bill, 
our And what he thought would be its effects. He conceived that the 
its ſection now under conſideration is in ſtrict conformity with the bill 
and Wheretofore paſſed. ''The object of that bill was twofold ; . firſt, to 
e our commerce from that ſpeculative and hazardous enterpriſe, 
nce- ¶ vhich the high profits made by ſucceſsſul voyages enticed the mer - 
ex · ¶ kant to go into; which was a ſpecies of gambling, by which ſome 
our Wade large fortunes and others ſuſtained heavy lofles. This trade 


Is it throwing off allegiance to the French republic, to ſay that they 
uin ciſfe of war prlvateer; but it is a privilege and not a duty. | 
vou continue under the French Republic, and ſhaY nevertheleſs 
ceaſe to exerciſe againſt us the right of privateering -agamſt ou} 
conſtrued into an exciting of rebellion. We know, ſaid Mr. H 


that theſe colonies have privateered againſt us. Whether the 


cannot have the benefit of our trade. If they had not the authority 


ſeen how little France cares for the welfare of her colonies, and 


making the propoſed change, we can obtain a certain good. ScarceW 
ly can any good map heſitate about the choice, when certain anc 
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was ſumet hing of the nature of Faro Banks, or Lotteries, . whith al 


good governments have thought prpper to prohibit. The govery, 


ment of this country thought it wife to interfere, and ſay to the 
merchants“ Tod ſhall not run theſe great riſks; for thoagh a few 
of you make great gain by the trade, the loſs upon the Whole, iz 


much greater than the gain.“ This was the object. The other 


was to deter the French nation, and thoſe exerciſing authority un- 
der it, from committing depredations upon bur commerce, and thus 
procure protection upon our trade. By what means was this to be 
accbmpliſhed ? By withholding from the French thoſe articles of 
prime neceſſity, which they were accuſtomed to receive through the 
medium of our commerce, to produce an effect which they ſhould 
feel. : 4 | n n 9 
Let us examine, ſaĩd Mr. H. whether this ſection is in conform: 
ity to theſe two objects. There could be no doubt with reſpect to 
the firſt; becauſe it you can prevail upon thoſe who heretofore en- 
couraged privateering to forbear to make farther depredations, 
our commerce will unqueſtionably be rendered ſafe. The reaſon, 
therefore, for laying the reſtriction, is thus removed; and be faw 
no reaſon why it ſhiould be continued. | Cn OBE. + 
But if gentlemen ſay, that this clauſe will hold out an excitement 
to rebellion, as it propoſes to negotiate with unauthorized agents, 
it ſays to the colonies, “ rife and ſhake off your allegiance.”* How! 


will not fit out privateers againſt us ? Mr. H. atked whether the ce 
Jonies are obliged to fit out privateers ? No ſuch thing; they ma 


rhe advantage held out ro the colonies by this bill, on *condition 
that they revolt? We fay expreſsly the contrary; via. Whil 


ſhips, we will trade with you as uſual.“ This cannot ſurely be 


have done what they were not authoriſed to do, is not for me to 
quire, If they will not give up the privilege of privateering, they 


to do it, he ſuppoſed they weuld not do it; but if General Touſ- 
faint prohibits privateering, we ſhould ſuppoſe he has the right tc 
do it. 14 8 | | N * p $ 

If the effect which the Gentleman from Virginia mentions, coulc 
be produced upon the French government, by continuing the r 
ſtrictions, it would be well to continue them; but. ſaid he, we have 


therefore cannot reckon upon ſuch an efiet. To perſevere with a 
view of obtaining an uncertain good would be bad policy, when b 


precarious advantage is ſet before him. 
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Mr. Gallatin faid one of the objects of this bill, when it paſſed at 
the laſt ſeſſion, was to prevent depredations upon our commerce 
but a majority of the honſe who voted for it, did fo with a view of 
compelling France, by the loſs of our trade to her iſlands, to come 
10 reaſonable terms of ſettlement with the United States, It was 
then ſaid by ſome gentlemen, that it was not improbable that the 
trade to the Weſt Indies was even more advantageous to the Uni- 
ted States than to France, valuable as it was to her; and that 
therefore it would not produce the effect predicted. This was his 
opinion, and he 2 againſt the bill. But though he 
voted agaiaſt this meaſure, and ſame others, which he thought at 
the time premature, yet a majority of Congreſs having, by adop- 
ting them, placed the Nation in its preſent ſituation, whatever his 
opinion might then have been, and whatever it might now be, as 
to the probability of an end being put to our differences with 
France, he ſhould think it bad policy, under preſent circumſtances, 
to recede from the ground then taken, ſince ſuch a conduct could 


betray nothing but weakneſs, and tend to defeat the object which 


all doubtleſs have in view, whatever might be the different opin- 
ions of obtaining it, an honorable peace. Though this law there- 
fore, was limited to the preſent ſeſſion, he was ready to vote for a 
continuance of it; but the ſection now under conſideration, goes 
entirely different to any either taken or avowed at the lat ſeſſion. 

The law now in exiſtence has a ſection ſomething =” to this, 
though widely different in ſubſtance. It is ro this effect; that if 
before the next ſeſſion of Congreſs, the government of France. and 
all persons under its authority, ſhall diſavow and be found to refrain 
from depredutions upon our commerce, then it ſhall be lawful for 
the Preſident to ſuſpend the operation of this law! Not to any part, 
but with the whole. By that law, we ſaid, © We are not at war 
with you, we will adopt ſuch meaſures as we think neceſſary for 
our preſent fatuation. We will ſuſpend commerce with you, as a 
Nation ; but if you as a Nation, ſhall diſavow and refrain from de- 
predations, we have given the Preſident power to renew our com- 
mercial intercourſe with you.” 5 | 


But what, ſaid Mr. G. is the language of this ſection ? It is this, 
He read the ſection as above.] It is, that if any part of the Na- 
tion, or any commanding officer, or perſon claiming authority, in 
any one port, or iſland, ſhall rake thoſe ſteps which we conſider ne- 
ceſſary for that Nation to take, it ſhall be lawful for the Preſident, 
to remit and diſcontinue the reſtraiuts, prohibitions, &. Inſtead of 
taking a general national ground, it provides for the negotiation of 


an inclividual, on his private account, who may either exerciſe, or 


claim to exerciſe authority in any iſland, &c. 


We are not, ſaid Mr. G. at war, and an act of this kind, is an 
act, which, if it can be juſtified at all, can only be made uſe of in a 


ftate of war. It is only in ſuch a Rate that we are adthoriſed to 
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declare, that we will act a different part with certain parte of a 
country at war, from what we meant to act with the Whole; that 
we will negotiate, treat, make fpecific regulations, with private in- 


dividuals, provided they ſhall do—what ? Diſavow what the French 


Republic does not diſavow. The preſent act makes it neceſſary for 
the diſavowal to come from the government; but this ſection ſays, 
that altho' the French government ſhall not difavow or reſtrain 
her d-predations, &. — Let if an individual ſhall do it, we will 
open a trade with this individual. This, faid Mr. G. would be to 
encourage inſurrections; it is eſtabliſhing a doctrine which is repro- 
bated almoſt every day on this floor, that it is right to divide a 
people from its government. ee, en 

Before we examine what would be the conſequence of ſuch a con- 
duct, it might be proper, Mr. G. ſaid, to notice what had fallen 
trom the gentlemen from Maſſachuſetts and S. Carolina. | 

The gentleman from Maſſachuſetts told the houſe that this ſection 
could not apply to any place in rebelljon, becauſe no part of this 
bill does apply to any ſuch caſe: and therefore, that it is wrong to 
ſuppoſe that this ſection could not apply to auy place in rebellion, 
becauſe no part of this bill does apply to any ſuch caſe; and there- 
fore, that it is wrong to ſuppoſe that this ſection holds out any en- 
couragement to rebellion, In proof of his aflertion, he referred to 


the firſt ſection of the bill to ſhew that it relates only to places un- 


der the acknowledged government of France. The bill prohibits 

1 * to any port or place within the territory of the 
French Republic, or the dependencies thereof, or to any place in 
the Weſt-Indies or elſewhere, under the acknowledged government 
of France.” This deſcription relates, ſaid Mr. G. to two different 
ſtates of things; 1ſt, commerce with any port or place withis the 
territory of France (or its dependencies) or to any place in the W. 
Indies, under the Ten government of France. Theſe 
words relate to places which they may take in the courſe. of the 
war, which thongh under the acknowledged government of France, 
do not make part of her depengencies. Therefore, the argument 
of the gentleman is altogether groundlefſs. 

The gentleman alſo told the houſe, that this clauſe was meant to 
apply to certain acts of the acknowledged agents of France who 
may open a trade with us, notwithſtanding the decrees of the Di- 
rectory, and he introduced the proclamation of Hedodville, to ſhew 
that this was the intention of the bill. Whatever the proclamation 
of Hedouville may have been, this bill was certainly not meant ro 


meet any ſuch caſe; if it had it would have been differently ex - 
preſſed. This ſe&ion ſays, that when any perſon'claiming and ex- 


erciſing command, &c. ſhall clearly diſavow - what! the aggreſſi- 
ons, depredations and hoſtilities of the government under whoſe 
authority they act. What does this amount to ? certainly to an 
official difavowal of all the acts of the government of. the mother 


country, which have violated our national rights and ſovereignty. . 
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Both the gentleman from S. Carolina and the gentleman from Maſ- 
ſachuſetts proceeded to ſay, that the effects produced by this clauſe. 
would be beneficial to the United States. Suppoſe this ſhould, in 


ſome degree be the caſe, if other effects of a ſerious and miſchievous 


nature may proceed from it, the meaſure ought not to be adopted. 
The effect expected to be produced is to operate not upon France, 
but upon certain agents, or commanding oficers in the Weſt- India 
Iſlands, by inducing them to forbear' from privateering. Suppoſing 
this effett is produced, will it not alſo be conſidered as a lure thrown 
out to encourage thoſe agents to negociate in their private capacity ? 
Certainly one effect will not prevent the other, and the whole of 
the ſubjett ought therefore to be conſidered together, | 
It is ſaid that any kind of negotiation which might be entered in- 
to with any agent of the Executive Directory, Whatever may be the 
fituation of that agent, ought to be conſidered as lawful, becauſe we 


ought not to enquire into the right which a perſon has to exerciſe a 


power; that it is 1 8 for our purpoſe, that he does exerciſe it. 
This doctrine, ſaid Mr, G. will not apply to the commanding officer 
of an iſland ; it will apply only to the government of a nation, and 


not to a part or a ſection of a nation. No one could ſuppoſe it right 


to treat with a town of any foreign nation, which was in a ſtate of 
inſurreQion, from whatever ſource the perſon propoſing to treat, 
might have received his power, The caſe is different with reſpet̃t 
to a nation,” Whoever exerciſes the government of a nation is ſup- 
poſed to do it by conſent of the nation, Thijs rule will not-apply to 
colonies z an agent in the iſland under the government of France, 
muſt be conſidered as an agent of the French government, So long 


as he remains an agent of France, it is no'matter to us whether he 


obtained his fituation by tranſporting his predeceſſor in office, or by 
any other improper act; whilſt he remains an agent of the Frenc 
government, he muſt be conſidered as ſuch, But this ſe&ion has 


nothing to do with a cafe of this kind; it contemplates a period 


when theſe agents ſhall have "ceaſed to conſider themſelves as ſuch ; 


when they ſhall have thrown off their allegiance to their govern- 


ment, then this ſection ſays, we ſhalt be ready to negotiate with them. 


Mr, G. conceived, therefore, that the queſtion comes to this. Is 


it proper to give power to the Preſident under our preſent circum- 


ſtances, to Ripulate with certain agents, that in caſe they will diſobey 
their government, by declaring themſelves independent, or by throw- 
ing themſelves into other hands, we will renew our commercial in- 


tercourſe with you. No man, ſaid Mr. G. will deny, that a trade of 
this kind would be advantageous to the United States, he believed it 
to be one of the moſt lucrative branches of our commerce; but it 


was nevertheleſs my proper, at the laſt ſeſſion, to ſuſpend it, in 


order, as was then ſuppoſed, to effect a greater good. Therefore 
this commerce being advantageous to the United States, is not a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon why this meaſure ſhould be taken, if it be wrong itſelf, 
and may produce greater miſchiefs, than the trade can do us good. 

What, ſaid Mr. G. ate the inconveniencies which would ariſe from 
a meaſure of this kind ? It muſt be allowed in the firſt place, that 
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it would give the lie to all our former declarations of abhorrencs 
againſt the attempts of other countries to divide the people of a na. 
tion from their government; for we here, ſaid; he, aſſume the ground, 
that it is proper to negociate and ſtipulate with a part of the people, 
with a certain diſtri& of a country, with any perſon who. ſhall chuſe 
to claim the right of governing in any place, We abandon the gen. 
eral ground of treating, with a foreign government, and determine to 
treat with any individual Who may either have, or claim ta have ay. 
thority, Mr. G. believed a principle of this kind at all times impro- 
per; and it would be peculiarly improper in us to act upon it, with 
reſpett to a nation, againſt which we have fo many. grounds of 
complaint of this kind, He had already ſtated, that it could only be 
juſtified in a ſtate of war, if then, to hold out encouragement to in. 
ſurtettion and rebellion to the-colonies of another county. 
But, provided the act be juſtifiable, would it be our intereſt to do 
it.; and what would be the probable effect of ſuch a meaſure ?. To 
be able to ſpeak upon this point with perſpicuity, it would be necel- 
ſary to invoſtigate the real object of this ſection a little more cloſely, 
Ms. G. wiſhed gentlemen. had been ſo good as to bave given the 
houſe all. the information. they poſleſs on this ſubject; he wiſhed 
Congreſs had received whatever official information there-may be 
on this ſubjett in the archives of the Secretary of State, or all the 
information which, may exiſt with ſome gentlemen on this floor, 
Deprived of this information, ſajd Mr, G. we can only ſpeak of 
What we have heard, but which, he believed, ſuſceptible, in ſome 
degree, of proof, Os Es | FE ST 
Mr., G. believed he might go as far as to ſay, that this ſection was 
not inſerted to meet the caſe ſpoken of by the gentleman from Mary- 
land; but for the admiſſion of one which had been the ſubjeſt of 
diſcuſſion. in the newſpapers for ſome. time paſt. He meant what 
as generally underſtogd by the miſſion of Touſſaint, a black general, 
of St, Domingo. It had been aſſerted, from the moment of che ar. 
rival of a ſuppoſed agent, that he came here with the late conſul of 
the United: States at that port; that he brought ; diſpatches from 
Touſſaint to our — Farther than this we have ſeen in 
ſome of the newſpapers printed at the eaſtward, that this miſſian is 
likely to have ſome effect; we have. ſeen. it there Rated; „ that the 
Preſident is neither raſh nor diffident, and. that good effetts maꝝ be 
expected to flow from this miſſion,” So far on the authority of the 
public newſpapers, and none of theſe aſſertions have been denied; 
Should I be doing right, ſaid Mr. G. to ſay, that I believe that 
this ſettion of the bill is an effe& of that negociation 7 It is true 
only deduce this from probability, but the probability is ſtrong Mr. 
G. ſaid he knew that the independence of St, Domingo had been 
a favorite theme with gentlemen, and they had made an appeal up- 
on it to the avariee of the people of the United States, and-thet; du- 
ning a time of peace, the minds of the people dught to be prepared 
for chis event. But gentlemen ſeem to think that the pubſie mind 
is not yet ready for this change, or they do not chuſe to avow the 
obje& of this miſſion, Which, he could not tell ; hut he wouldad- 
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vile thoſe gentlemen who have received information on this ſubje& 
to communicate it; Mr. G. Taid he ſhould be happy to know the 
ſubjeck of” the diſpatches of Gen. Touſfant. What is bis offer to 
our government? "Whether hie ideas go to independence or not 7 
Whether he is any way conneRed with the Britiſh government or 
bot ? Whether the ſudden and extraordinary evacuation of St. Do- 
mingo'by General Maitland, was to promote ſomething of this kind, 
or to ſupport the force of General Touffaiht? He ſhould wiſh to 
know what is the diſpoGition of the Executive with reſpect to this 
bulinefs, ſo far as it ſhalt have come to the knowledge of theſe gen- 
temen'? He would alſo be glad to know the diſpoſition of this agent, 
or the nature of his object, at leaſt ſa much of it as may have eſcap- 
ed at any petit soupe, or dinne, at which theſe gentlemen may have 
deen parties P If any fuch information could be obtained, it right * 
tend to throw fome light upon the ſubject. If he ſhould be miſta- 
ken in his views of it, it would be wholly owing to bis being de · 


. *# 1 . = 


or fome of the members on this floor poſſeſſs. 

Mr. G. believed the ohject of this ſection is to. give encourage · 
ent to the black general in his preſent views. A ſingle ſentiment 
had dropped: from the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts, (Mr. Otis) in 
the courſe of debate, which had given riſe to part of what he 
had ſaĩd on this ſubject, and Which led him to believe that he had 
ſome information which he ought to communicate. . He ſaid “ if St. 
Domingo. ſhould finally be independent, it was praper to cultivate 
a good underſtanding with that iſland at preſent, and not refuſe 
what 7 to hold oyt certain encouragements to them in ſuch an 
event.“ When? Now ſo that we are not only to cultivate a good 
underſtanding with St. Domingo, if it ſhould, became independent, 
but in the expectation of it, and before it takes place, it is proper 
10 cultivate a good underſtanding with that ifland, by holding out 
the encouragement propoſed by this bill. This was nothing lels 
thay to confefs, that this ſection is inſerted in the bill to encourage 
Touflaint to declare the land; independent. Nay, his views, if he 
is a man of ſenſe,:maſt go farther ; he muſt not only ſecure a tempo- 
rary trade, but; he would-alſo defire to know whether it be the wiſh 
of his, country that St. Domingo ſhould become independent; ber 
cauſe he ſhould ſuppoſe that if the goverument of the United States 
was oppoſed. to ſuch an event, a temporary trade would not be a 
{ufficient inducement for him te throw off his preſent allegiance. 
To me, however, (aid. Mr. G. if it be the intention of the General 
to declare it, the. independence of St. Domingo is a very problem» 
atical event, It would certainly be the intereſt. of Great Britain 
to oppoſe an. attempt of thi kind; ſince it could not be her intereſt 
to have a black government there, But ſuppaſing the event poſſi, 
ble, be ſhould conſider it as extremely injurioos.40 the intereſt of 
the Un ed States. Suppoſe that iſland, with its preſent population, 
weder pn eee ee een en ee 


prived of that information, which he believed either the Executive, 
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What is this population ? It is known to exiſt almoſt altogether, 
of {laves juſt emancipated, of men who received their firſt education 
under the laſh of the whip, and who have been initiated to liberty 
only by that ſeries of rapine, pillage; and - mafſacre-that have laid 
walte and delaged that ifland in blood; of men who, if left to thaw. 
ſelves, if altogether: independent, are by no means likely to/a 
themſelves to the peaceable cultivation of the country, but will try 
to continue td live as heretofore, by plunder and depredations, No 
man, ſaid Mr. G. wiſhes more than I do to ſee an abolition of flave. 
ry when it can be properly effected; but no man would; be more 
unwilling than 1 to conſtitute a whole nation of freed flaves, who 
had arrived to the age of thirty years; and thus to throw ſo many 
wild tygers on ſociety. If the population of St. Domingo can re- 
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. main free in that ifland, he had no ohjection; but however free, he 
did not wiſh to have them independent, and he would rather ſee Wl reſp: 
them under a government that would be likely to keep them where hone 
they are, and prevent them from committing depredations out of chan 
the iſland. But if they were left to govern themſelves, they might ſhev 
become more troubleſome to us, in our commerce to the Weſt In- matic 
dies, than the Algerines ever were in the Mediterranean; they in a 


might alſo become dangerous neighbors to the ſouthern ſtates, and its c 
an aſylum for renegadoes from thoſe. parts. * + +103 > 14 faid 
This being the caſe, Mr. G. ſaid, he muſt deprecate every encou- be it 
ragement which. may be held our to produce ſuch an event. Did WM nate 
not gentlemen recollect what an alarm was ſounded laſt year, with ir a 
reſpec to the probability of an invaſion of the ſouthern ſtates from -inde 
the Welt Indies, an alarm upon which ſeme of the ſtrongeſt mea the 1 
ſures of the laſt ſeſſion were grounded. Mr. G. could not help ho- WI fore 
1 ping there would be a general wiſſi not to take any meaſure which take 
4 may embody ſo dangerous a deſcription of men in our neighborhood, are, 
| whoſe object may be to plunder, and who might viſit the ſtates of WI not 
. | South Carolina and Georgia, and ſpread their views amongſt the he ( 
| negro people there, and excite dangerous inſurrections amongit WM 1 
them. He did not wiſh, therefore, to ſee this black population in- 
dependent ; and that the intereſt will be wholly black is clear,— 
The general is black, and his agent here married a black woman in 
this city. Mr. G. did not mean by this to throw any reflection up- 
on the general. He believed that he had behaved well to Ameri- 
cans, His remarks were general, and were only intended to ſhew 
that it would be with a black population we muſt treat. el 
But Mr. G. believed a conduct of this kind would have the effect 
to remove. to an immenſe diſtance any expectation of an accomoda- 
tion of our diſputes with France, We have, continued he; juſt had 
diſpatches laid upon our table from Mr. Gerry, one of our late 
commiſſioners to the French Republic, by which we are told that 
he believes there exiſts in that government a ſincere defire to treat 
with us. Since thoſe diſpatches were communicated, it is true that 
the ſecretary of [tate has ſeat us a report, in which he endeavors te 
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prove the deduction of Mr. Gerry unfvunded. Be it ſo. At leaſt 


he believed, without entering into an examination of the diſpatch- 


es, or the ſecretary of ſtate's reaſoning upon them, it muſt be allow- 


ed. that appearances are more favorable at preſent than they were 
nine-months ago. The diſaſters which had happened to the | fleets 
of France, her want of ſucceſs in other parts, the determined tone 


aſſumed by all the neutral powers, and other occurrences, have ren- 


dered it more the intereſt of F rance to treat with us than it was 
nine months ago. So that the proſpect is rather better of an honor - 


able accommodation of our differences. 


Whilſt things are thus ſituated and after we have made a decla- 


tion, by echoing the ſentiment contained in the Preſident's ſpeech 
reſpecting the rights of embaſſy, that we are ſtil] ready to treat on 


honorable; termg; it would in his opinion, be highly impolitic 10 
change our ground, and take the moſt offenſive, a ground that will 
new our defire for war, and not only for war but a war of extermi- 


nation; for no meaſure could be taken which could affect a nation 


in a more. lively manner, than an attempt to detach from a nation 
its colonies, by giving an encouragement to inſurretion. Even, 
ſaid Mr. G. if we were obliged to go to war with France, it would 
be impolitie to take a ſtep of this kind. Every war muſt be termi- 


nated by a treaty ;\and we ſhall be able to obtain better conditions 
if a project like this be not attempred ; and, in eaſe the attempe at 
independence by the iſland ſhould not ſucceed; we ſhould cut vp by 


the roots a branch of the moſt advantageous part of the commerce 
forever. In his opinion we ought neither to recede from the ground 
taken, nor take new ground, but let” our meaſures whatever they 


are, be ſuch as are calculated to affect the nation altogether, and 
not any particular part of it. He hoped therefore the ſection woutd 
be ſtruck out. ; N 


The committee roſe, aud had leave to fit again, e fe 6 
| Added. 
1. ednesday; January ag 5% 

A report of the committee of claims on the petition of Garret 
Putnam, was made by Mr, D. Foſter, againſt the prayer of the peti- 


tion, and concurred in by the houſe, | 
A petition of ſundry merchants. was preſented by. Mr. Se wall, 


and referred to the committee of commerce. 


Mr, Waln preſented a petition from the truſtees of the Library 
companies of Philadelphia and Baltimore, praying ex emption from 
duty on imported books. . Referred to the committee of commerce. 

A Bill from the committee of commerce and manufattures was re- 
ported by Mr, S. Smith, reſpeRing quarantine and health laws : — 


Which was committed to the whole houſe ; as was alſo,  * 


A bill, reported from the Naval committee, by Mr. Joſiah Patker, 
for the government of the Navy of the United States. 
Mr, S. Smith laid. on the table the following reſolution: 


Fhat the committee of ways and means be iuſtrutted to report's. 
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bill io augment the ſalaries of the officers employed in the executive 
departments of the United States7k oo, 
An engroſſed bill for the relief and alſiftance of fick and deftfituts 


Semen in foreign countries, was read and paſled, 


* ͤ———ä——Eʒ—᷑ — — ron Co aero te. 


. * 


- 


The houſe took up the meſſage from the Senate, adhering to their 
amendment of the enumeration bill, and on motion of Mr. Macon, 
it was carried not to recede from their diſagreement to the Senate's 

amendment. So that the bill will be loſt. 
Mr. Harper obſerved that great frauds had ariſen owing to the 
form of the protections given to our ſeamen, in conſequence of 
which they in many inſtances became of no value, as the caſe of ob. 
_ taining falſe protections had taken all the credit from juſt ones, and 
therefore he moved, a e ee ane 
That a committee be appointed to report whether any, and whit 
aiterations may be neceſſary in the act for the relief and protection 
of American Seamen, e eee een n 
Three members were appointee . 

The houſe again went into a committee on the bill further to ſuſ. 
pend our commercial intercourſe with France, and Mr. Nicholas 
motion to ſtrike out the- firſt. ſection, being ſtill under confideration, 

Mr. Sewall faid, this bill was far the greater part of it nearly a te- 
newal of the old law, which expires on the 4th March. next; and 
the arguments uſed in ſupport of the preſent motien go rather. to 
au abandonmeat of the law as now in force, than to ſhew the pre- 
| | priety of ſtriking out the ſection. This opinion would be juſtified, 

þ he thought, by taking a view. of thoſe clauſes of the. law which may 
be confidered as aimed at by theſe. arguments. To what does the 
_ preſent law, ſaid Mr. S. relate ? Our citizens are. prohibited from 
1. going to certain places with their commerce, via, to the territory of 
* the French Republic, to the dependencies thereof, to the W. Indies, 
or elſewhere, under the acknowledged government of France, Our 
veſſels are, therefore, only prevented from going to places under the 
authority of the French Republic. The gentleman from Pentiſylva- 
nia has endeavored to ſhew that by the territory of the French Re- 
public or the dependencies thereof,“ are included all the actual pol- 
ſeſſions of France; and that by, or to any place in the Welt In- 
dies, or elſewhere under the acknowledged government of France,” 
are meant places which might come into their poſſeſſion. in the 
courſe of the war, He therefore ſuppoſes that though a part of the 
French Weſt-India iſlands ſhould be conquered, and go into other 
hands, ſtill our intercourſe with them would be prohibited by this 
law. This idea, Mr, S. ſaid, could not be conſidered as having any 
foundation, ſince the law was intended to operate againſt the French 

_ only, Suppoſe, ſaid Mr. S. a merchant ſends his veſſel to the Welt- 

Indies, at a time he ſappoſes Guadaloupe to belong to the French, 
but when the veſſel arrives there it is found that Guadaloupe is in 

poſſeſſion of Great Britain. In ſuch caſe, the veſſel may ſafely en- 
ter that port; though if it had remained in the hands of the Frencb, 


and ſhe had gone in, ſhe would have been liable to the pepalties of 
the law, Mr. S. could not ſee any difference betwixt this caſe, and 


\ 
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te. argues in ſupport of a change favorable to France, in relation to her 
and colonies, Mr.S, acknowledged we ought not to encourage rebellion 

to in the colonies of any foreign power; but our merchants, in proſe- 
To. cuting their commerce, have nothing to do with the political ſitua- 
ied, WI ation of the enemy to which they go, 
nay | Conlidering this bill, therefore, as a mere commercial regulaton, 
the and juſtified ſo far as the law goes, Mr, S, could not admit the ar- 4 
om WW guments of the gentleman from Pennſylvania to have any weight. — 
of W Mr. S. ſaid be would adduce amhorities to the committee to ſhew, 
ies, that every nation is perfectly free with reſpett io their cowmetce, 
Jur though it ſeemed ſtrange there ſhould be occaſion for proof iy fo 
the clear a caſe, He ſhould alſo ſhew that where there is a rebellion in 
wa- a colony -againſt the mother country, it does not change the ground 
Re. with reſpett to commerce, but that a nation bas a perfect 11ght to 
of. W trade there, if ſhe thinks it expedient, In paſſing the law, Mr. S. 
In- ſaig, Congteſs might have exceptions in favor of any part of the 
6,” polleſions of France; and we are now propoſing, not to except any 
the particular part by name, but to declare a condition upon which we 
the will open a trade with any part thereof, and certainly if the reſtraint 
her can be laid altogether it can be modified as we pleaſe, - 


this BY [Mr. S. read extrafts from Vattel in ſupport of his o inions, ] 0 
any | 11 from Pennſylvania had made {ome objetctious to 
ach this dottrine on a more general ground. Upon the poſſibility of 


eſt- a change of our conduct with ieſpec̃t to our commerce, baving an 

cb, effett upon ſome of the polleſſions of France; and has ſaid. that ian 
in W calc of our going to any port or place in rebellion againſt iis govern- | 
en- ment, it will be to deſert our former principles,- and give tbe lie io 

ch, all our former. declarations aint the French on account of their 

s of attempts every where to divide the people from their governments. 

and It would be difficylt to ſbew, Mr, 8. faid, how our carry ing of 


4. 
— 


— — LO at - 


- — — -——— — 


— 


A 


* 7 
——— — — — — — gra 
k — y — 
— — — — 
bn er — 


—— 
— 


— ——— 


— — 


— 5 
* —_ - 
— — a a Gt. eo rn „K „ — — 1. 
p 9 


aur commerce with any country, was an attempt to divide the pes. 
ple from their government. The gentleman has ſuppoſed, what it 


ſaint, and that a miſſionary is here with whom the treaty is to be 
concluded. The gentleman had evidently introduced this ſubje& 


—— on „„ — —— — —_——} 


duce ſuch a treaty. The only object of this bill is, to give the Preſ.. 
dent power, when he finds any particular colony has changed its 
conduct with reſpe& to us, to open our commerce with that place, 
without affecting in any reſpect the political relation between the 
two countries, - VW 


poſſeſſions is very uncertain, the mother country ds, bs a great 
degree forſaken them. They have no military force th | 


true there is ſtill a nominal acknowledgment of dependence on the 


contravened the decrees of the mother country; or when inconven. 
iert they have changed them, and acted independently of any other 
authority. Under theſe circumſtances, it might well become à queſ. 
tion with the governors in the Weſt-Indies, Whether they will 
change their conduct towards us, by reſttaining their privateers, and 
preventing American veſſels from being condemned in their ports, 
in order to receive the benefits of our commerce,” We might then 


to retain the ſe 


effects to this country, he was in favor of retaining the clauſe,” 
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foreign to this bill, that a treaty is in agitation with general Toyf. 


to paſs a flur on the councils of this country. This bill cannot pio. 


It was well known, Mr. S. faid, that the ſituation ofthe French 


ere; th 
are therefore ſupported by themlelves and their own force. It i 


mother country; but the governors of the iſlarids have frequenily 


open our intercourſe with ſuch iſlands being delivered from the 


'miſchiefs which gave riſe to the ſuſpenſion, eſpecially ſince this for t 
commerce, as the gentleman from Pennſylvania bas acknowledged, WW © in 


is of all others, the moſt 'benekicial to this country. 


— 


Mr. S. had heard no objection to this power being placed in the drou 


Preſident. Great advantages will be derived from placing it there, W per, 


During the long receſs of Congreſs great changes may take place - »<ile 
changes which may make it beneficial for the people of the United Wl this 


States to have the intercourſe opened. We know alſo, faid Mr. S. W Hiſp 


that in Spain and ſome other countries, privateers are encouraged ; W (M 


and if this encouragement ſhould continue, it will be highly expedi- ſetti 
ent that the ſuſpenſion of intercourſe ſhould be extended to thoſe vent 


countries, which might be done in the receſs, without waiting for W capt 
an extraordinary call of Congrels, | | | | 


Without enlarging further on the ſubje& the bill appeared to Mr. acec 
S. very 9729 at preſent, and it would be proper in his opinion, diat 


| ION, - % f ; 187 fl 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid, that if he thought with the gentleman from he: 
Pennſylvania, that the clauſe under confideration was connetted _ 


with the miſſion from Touſſaint, and the ſeparation of Hiſpaniola veſl, 
from France, or with an intention of dividing the people of that 


. iſland from their government, he ſhould alſo be oppoſed to it ; but 5 
believing, as he did, that it would be produftive of none but good rel 


It might be well, faid Mr. S. to take a view of the relations which 


had ſubſiſted betwegn France and her colonies for ſome years back. 


Early in the revolution, Santhonax and Polverel were ſent as com- 
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miſſioners to Hiſpaniola, for the purpoſe of governing the iſland, 
and to carry into effect the decree of the French government for | 
liberating the flaves. They conducted themſelves in a friendly man- is 


— 


* 


as ner towards America, but deſtruQtively to the northern part of Hiſ- | 
+ aniola, ; and particularly towards Cape Francois. The diſaſtrous 6 


—_— — — — ———ů Q — * 


— n — — 


be conteſt which took place betixt the whites and blacks, to the de- 
en ſtruction of the former, is well known. From the abuſe of their 
| power, theſe commiſſioners were recalled, Polverel had not ſuffi. 


jj 
48 cient courage to appear before the French government, and put an | 
| "A end to his exiſtence, Santhonax went to France, and was ſent out 8 
ik again to the iſland, Still he was favorable to this country, until the 
the decree of. rance which declared, that their veſſels of wat ſhould 


treat neutral veſſels in the ſame manner as neutral powers ſuffered 
ich Great Britain to treat them, Santhonax then iſſued his decree of 
December, 1797, and American veſſels were taken and carried into 
, Hiſpaniola indilcriminately, and unſuſpeRtingly, not under the au- 
7 thority uf France, but under the authority of this agent. Not con- 


5 tent with this abuſe of his power, Santhonax ſent Desforneaux, the 
* commiſſioner of Guadaloupe, to the ſouth ſide of Hiſpaniola, to car- 
ra ry his plans into effett there; but Rigaud, a man of color, and an 


her WY poneſt man, who had gained the eſteem of the people, who was in 
power there, . fruſtrated the attempt, Desforneaux attempted to eſ- 
411 WW <2p<, but was taken and {ent to France, . N 
8 We ſee, therefore, that Santhonax made no ſcruple to ſet aſide 
rts, WM dhe decrees of France; and in this manner has Rigaud ever done, 
den repealing and preventing the execution of the decrees of France, 
the W whenever he diſliked them. And was Rigaud puniſhed by France 
his for thus exerciſing his power, or not ? No, he was made Command- 
ec er in Chief af the ſouth ſide of the iſland, for having ſent off Des- 
| forneaux. Hedouville ſacceeded Santhonax in the government, and 
the e the power to execute or not, as he judged pro- 
J per, the decree of the Directory directing the capture of neutral 
t— veſſels with Britiſh mauufactures on board. He determined that 
ted this decree ſhould not be carried into effect againſt veſſels hound to 
„8. Wl Hiſpaniola. Did he carry his purpoſe into effect? So far as his 
d ; (Mr. S's) information went, he ka. Here then we ſee Hedouville 
di- WI {eting aſide the decree of France; and Rigaud has nor only pre- 
ole vented American veſſels from 3 condemned, but has thrown the 
captains. of privateers into priſon for darigg to bring in American 
veſſels, and has.cauſed ſuch as have been carried into Jacquemel, on 
account of hot having a role d'equipage, to be delivered up imme- 
0% f diately. Victor Hughes, upon the recal of Mr, Adet, ordered all 
veſſels carrying on trade to What he called rebel ports, ſhould be 
Jed brought in and made legal prizes of. This was another ſeparate 
ola authority, He afterwards iffued orders for the condemnation of 
bat veſſels coming into Guadaloupe with a ſupercargo, who ſhould ei- 
but ther be an Iriſhman or a Scotchman, though they bad every neceſ- 
50d ſary. paper ou board to ſhew that they were bound to that pprt, and 
; veſſels were condemned for this alone, and this is not ſeeg in any 
2 7 | 
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of the Kr 1 me Mr. S. undetffood this FR as itende{ 

10 Meet Faſes | this kind; and lu fat from. this being offenſive 70 

2 at mult. be quite the e this 8 laid Mr, 8. 

We Prelident hl be enabled 4p ents, “ if you 

: will ſafi pendant decrees with A to NN bur trade 

hall be 3 with you,” and by this weans give ve; dar citizemt 

z commerce which is a mine of gold to them. S0 gu be 
thought, muſt appear to every one perfectly reaſonable, 

The gentleman from Pennſylvᷣania ſays, that. the indepepdance of 

7 would be dangerous to the ſauthern ſtares, But does 

. bill, ſaid Mr. S. contem omplate any ſuch thing; ? Does it not (ay 

** thar the agents muſt be under the government. bf Fra alf the 

Hand were to deelare itſelf independent, we could not, fald heypre. 

vent our merchames from trading with it; or if it ſhould be in 

ſtate of rebellion, 'tHey' would trade with it at all rifles; without 

coming under this act- This bill feen, inſtead: of encohrägiug the 


«% 


zndependende of the ifland, to aw obſtacle in the way of it.— 
It promſſes c the commanch cer che trade of this country, ſo 
+ "ng as he remains attached fo France, end forbeaf's to depredate 
; open dur cummerce; but the mametit he Jechar'es } himſelf 11 depend: 
ent; that promiſe is no Topger binding. 
| Certain words in this clavfe ate compfeinsc f; mY Mes. owns 
= he did not like them hirafelf: He meant the words ThalF clearly 
> Afliyow"—and if this motion ſhoold ubt prevail, he wolf move to 
—_— bre oh He ſliould be fatisfied if the iſtands reffained 5 5 
ing; open our trade, without maklug any difayowad. 
I ba oops could by no means bring tis wihd to benen that this 
e eld r ople of Hifpaflbls to re. 
gmiuſt their cb Touffaint, {aid be, is not the only Gor- 
ny of BE de ed. Nixatnd, Wfio, us he had Alteady gh, is 
| Aiſa of rblor aud of enceffent character, Who has great hold bf * 
Afect ions vf the people; and whoſe attachments are alſb ſir 
he French Coteruteflt, has alf a' conſiderable mare f 27 
* and Tein; in his opinion; would not, 'oh this actoyptr, * td 
deckte the ifland independent. 
gut, aid Mr. S. Wppoſe this tnd<ptadebes' were to rake p 
_ wort he danger to this country actually take place whi 
ernRated ? Tri his opinien"the reverſe wanls be ffoe. 5 4 0 
rheſe people ohr cdmtdet ce; cd the provitions which they Nand 
in need, and pen eoftþel Them ro berome pirates, and Uangeraw 
ueiglbors to the Arie] Tares ; but, ſo long 46 yon ſupply.then, 
"they wil tärn their attention to the cultjvation, bf their plagyarions. 
"If, on the contrary; they < once get a taſte for Plunder, t "will be. 
Ver fette to wot 
M. S. dbferved that it was we other day faid-that truth? was the 
churacteriſtir of the federal It ＋ arbor be ſo, rkovgh he by 
bn it otherwiſe ; but che c ats berie of, y, be obſerved; al- 
ways is detraction, fiſpicion and jealouſy, icy ir te gy 4b 
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bf the ike iy of I Mr. 8. underſtood this 4 as intended 
0 meet faſes ofthis Kind; ani [fa far from. this being offenſive 10 
Fe, it myſt. be quite the reves{e —Under this law, ſaid Mr, 8. 
£4 he Prelident. all be enabled to fa 6 thalk-ſpocial, ents, **if you 
2 will ſuſpend ear decrees with r te nr : our trade 
hall be opened with you,” and hy s means, give ch car . citizens 
a commerce which is a mine of gold to them. Sue nc be 
thought, muſt appear to every one perfectiy reaſonable, 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania ſays, that, the independance of 
Ehſpaniola would be dangerous to the ſouthern; ſtares. But does 
his bill, ſaid Mr. S. contemplate any ſuch thing Doss zt net (ay 
93 wat the a Valk the 


gents muſt be under the government. bf Fra 
| IGand were to declare itſelf independent, we could not, faid he, pre 
vent our merchames ſrom trading With it; or if it ffouiqd de in n 
ſtate of rebellion; tHey* would trade with it at all rifles; without 
coming'under this act: Thie bill ſeems, inſtead of enconraging the 
zudependende of the iſffand, to au obſtacle in the way of it.— 
It promiſſes to the commanchug Wer che trade of thiv country, f 
5 dong as he remaius attached to Frafice, und forbeurs to depredate 
pb pon our commerce; but the moment he Jeelares h Wiſelf i: depend 
vt; that promiſe is no Tovger binding. 
Certaia words in this clavfe ate compfeinsd uf; yy Mt. S. own. 
bd he Gid not like them hinifelf; Fe meant the words - If clearly 
eee and if this motion ſhould nbt prevail, he wool move l 
ene Wk bat. He'fliould be fativfied if the tends refrained . 
_— ap n our trade, without maklug any difayowal. 
d, hs could. by no means bring his wind 10 bene chat this 
Aga er 'eticouragettiapt to the people of Bifpartibla to re. 
eir cdu Touſfaint, {aid be, is not the only Gor: 
Wy of Ripaind, whio, us he had alfeady ref, is 4 
im of cofor and of exectent charakter, Who has great hold of the 
© WheRtons of the people; and whoſe attachigients are alſb iro 
the French goseruteflt, has alfo a conſiderable are of bo: 
£ und ThulRior; in his opivion, would net, on this actoupir, os td 
declare the ifland independent. 
But, fad Mr. S. Wppoſe this indeptudedes' whe to take 
bold Aarne this country actually take place wh 
bern Rated? In en the reverſe waeld be ftfoe. _ 0 
| Weh people our wy ys oo the pro ovifions of, which they Rand 
in red, and ven coſnpel them ro berotne pirates, and * 
eiglbers ro The fouthefn ſtates: but, fo long 46 you ſupply them, 
they wi turn their attention to the cultjvation, of their j ig zrions. 
I. on the contrary; "they once get a taſte tor plunder, t will be. 
| 'ver fette to Tabbr, 
" My; S. dbferved: have it was'the othi: day ſaid-that dead wer the 
\Aayaderiſtic of the federal party. It might be ſo, though he by 
bad ic otherwiſe ; but the chara@erifMic of patty, he ubſerved, al 
"ways bs derrattion, 6 hee, erden * ve ee bl 


A 
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"ME, M*Bowelt nid, though be * lo ledgy «dt it to be imp portant 
that the” office 'of te ſhould * enen es of 5 80 
yet he thought It, be impolitic and improper to. increaſe theix 
dae in an  inktefio! degree at preſent, 8 Far, as be Wes 
«cquatnted, the falaries of e bad been found. adequate. 
Laſt year an all 1 of clerk N had been made, and he thought 
four per chi, the ſtamp. ties would be too ie an a r 
to their preſeht yoo hes | 

The motion on filling the blank OK fou our per ceit,. was carrig 

o to 38, that for allowing a commiſſion. 5 them on maney receiv 
185 the colſeckors, with x per cent. and that for co penſating the 
iſp eQtors M e with 1 1.2 io cent; An amendment WAS, 45 


1 to, excluding bonds from the operation of the clauſe in, favor 

1 60 gay notes ; Ps another makin MO for. defaced ſtamps. 
The committre had leave td ſit e me” 

On, motion of Mr. Kittera, a te ITY was appo ziuted to confider 
wheth IT A N what atnendments are 1 7 in the law for *. 


* 'nited States nes North Welt, Ohio. 
rs Was ma before rhe tiouſe from the. . Trealury. Jepart- | 
ment, felpecking th 8 ele ol gar into ide U- Sies. 
$6291 1 f. TA. * Ei 


e Vena) ö ary 31. 


Sun tions wers preſented this day: Tlie bodfe Feſblved” 
irfelf er woe, n ro D N 
ltamp act.“ | 

The Preſident inforiel Ge pense by his fecr that he had” 
approved and ſigned rhe act fut the Fnin ccriala crimes . 
therein ſpeciſien. 6 
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CEL $ of a 224 42377 6 80 5 wo 5 4 
g Koporr-of the Director of the Mint. 5 
To the Preſident ol the United States of Seelen, 
—— 


Tas Director of hs Mint thinks it bis- to rade his an · 
dual report, jn he ſtate of the buſineſs committed to his ſuperin - 
tendance, for the information of goverdment. _ 

With plesſure he refers the Preſident to che ineloſedd returns o 
iſaes of the ſpecies of coin from the-mint ſince the firſt of 
january, 4598; during which time the cotage has been 
near three montho, occaſioned by the late calamitous — and ebe 


decay of ſome of the machipery. et by theſe returns, it will ap- 


pear that the of gold amoumts iu value to 205, 61 dollars, 
that of ſilver to 330,291 dollars, —and that of copper ts 9,797 
dollars ln the whole athounting-to $45,698 pen W in 


| — 
* The Plata dap lia papers whrck the editor ri 
5 mi stal, conſu ed the ne proceedings with . the . an 
ana. reader is nn turn to Page ** 
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value nearly double what, has ever b ined at t 
voe precedl 0 year, ed ha F ſes 85 75 e mor jr of the oli 
face rhe FS N of the Mort in 70 7756 , 1794, to * 
245 datfars, in i 1 1792, 643 d Jari ba. 75 c ots, in W and 
10175 dollafs, 4 cents in copper, 1 4% ig the, whole to 
[316,857 daes aach 5 cents. 
55 Fram Le actors the director has elboy® S has io Fun 
=_ will bea fall fupply of filver' bullibn for the Toki year, as 
e eſtabliſhment of the mint, 99. the frequent. 45 epolits of 
ive him nh Dry to (up 1 4 proportionate ſupp 
Re bot metal Will be kept vp. The preſent arrangement 
Tepard to copper coin, 975 ele the hitedtor, "aug the ce 
of the" next fu ummer, to ſap} ply an demand that is ts. 0. to, mad 
fot cents; and at She ae 1 ea conſiderable | Hocke: 
The director caso, with 1 ropriety, cloſe this | re port; . 
mentioning, that during the Jagt "former, a {clictie” Was 1 5 
for robbing the mint erſons out of it, in c oncert with oy * 
qr 257 ed in dhe a 1 and or u the ed dech hd «Ari 
1 5 1 ad puniſhed yet it fully 79 75 5 0 ferv 
etofore offered to the Prelider t, on d n hte 
bow t, to whith the director begs 1 ta ref 2 
All which is repociully ſubmizzed to. the Pr — | 
iT 21 * * ELIAS BOUDI NOT, Director. 
Miot. «fps tes, Jan. 3d, 1 pie 3 
Sirenen the dt, at the e 2 Yank United States, for 
| the year 1798. .* 453 gau 315 
bait s &,Q LD» GOA Mele "NO 7419; Ribs" 8 
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TRA 13,974 Eag Ahe d Dalls. 797 %% bas [v5 v6 
44,867 1 124,335 ballot uf 19113 
614 Wann Eagles... Es 1,5385 
205, 610 4 
SHER CONST tr of 
229.36 Dol ars, 8 227,60 | 
ins i} 27.560 ori ji nit e „ Sto anT 
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p iy bil ow the Sane forthe relief of Thomas Li ju gu 
EARS: well 

6: Ss nos. February PEW OY bee 


Mr. Joſiah Parker, from the navy committee, reported the | fol- 
lowing bills, viz.” ſs fi . 
"A bill for an e. nay the 1 

of * or veſſels * a ing 2 9 


„ en 2222. SL => 


the principal aſſeſſor, of one doll 


plaiots from the ſtate of 


T 222 2 . | PR 
"PROCEEDINGS!" 383 
A bin Shthorihng We Habit est of Gould) hd 
A bill athoriling the purchaſe of timber for 'hayal purpoſes, © |. . 
| Theſe bills were feverally twice read and committed. © 5 
Mr. Rutledge, from the committee to whom was referred a'reſo. 
Jurfon propoling td make an extra allowance to tlie ſerſeant ut arms 
on, account of his icknels during the Tat feſlion, reported à Bill 
his relief, which was commitred.* LIP nn HD 
The bill to alter the ſtamp duty impoſed on foreign bills of ex- 
change, and bills of lading; and further to amend the ſtamp act, wi 
read the third time, and the blanks being filled, Was peſſed. Thie 
act is to take place after the 31ſt day of March ner. 
On motion of Mr. Baldwin, the bouſe reſolved itſelf inte n com: 
mittee bf the whole on the teport of x ſelect commitree oh the pe. 
tition and remonſtrance of the Jegiſlatore of Georgia ; and the reſo- 
lution reported by that committee being under conſideration, its 
adoption was oppoſed principally by Mr. Alles, Mr, Nicholas the't 
the following reſolution would be leſs exceptiongble than 4 
reported, 4 it was agreed to, 55 votes po 42 its favor, 
_ « Reſolved that proviſion ought to be made by law for complyin; 
with fach' treaty as the Preſident of the United States may Min 
proper to make with the Creek Indians, and for obtaining pofltthon 
in behalf of the State of Georgia, of the grind 4. within the'coun- 
ty of Tallafſee, or other lands on the frontier of the faid ſtare, which 
may be deemed equivalent thereto, and that | © "dollars be ap- 
, e IN, 
' "The committee roſe, and after ſome further remarks from Mr. 
Allen, the reſblution 'was concurred in, 59 votes being in its favor. 
It was then referred to the ſelect committee to report s bill. 

Mr. S. Smith from the committee of commerce, reported à bill 
to regulate the collection of duties on impolt and tonnag which 
was committed. 30 4s p | - | * 6-42 8: ef; WP ITO es 

On motion of Mr. S. Smith, the houfe went into a committee of 
the whole on the bill to amend the act to provide for the valuation 
of land and dwelling houſes, and the enumeration of ſlaves within 
firft clauſe of this bill suthoriſes the Secre- - 

way find jt ne- 


2 * 


On enqui 


other aſſeſſors 1 7-2 dollar whillt- colſesting and 1 dollar when 

otherwiſe ' eyed. 51 Sh "" 2042 ;503 258677 $4 1 A 

| This vil advancing the pay of the adele originates from com- 
ry 


| land, that perſons cannot be got to 
perform the office" for the ſum allowed, ang that; in-conſequence, in 


e 
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many parts of that ſtate, no ſi bes 
into execution. This fact w 2 60 34 1055 'a Soi, Cor 
Sprigg, and Maher, re de ak uf Nate, way 
Mr. 8, Smith moved to rike out two Fs for. the. pur 
Ferting three ; bat this motion was ſuperceded one matt 
Varnum, to ſtrike out the firſt ſection of the | 2 
He thought the preſent allowance. 105 ſufficient. aud r; 
mary than enough ; that no complaint has been made from any 2 
rt af the umon; that he could not agree to allow the Secretary 
fic Treaſury a power to pay the officers of Maryland mere than 
is paid to the ſame officers in other, parts of the union, and be ny 
t conſent to raiſe the pay of the whole, When they Are, e 
the caſes mentioned, perfectly ſatisfied with what js, now 
Mr. V. faw no neceſſity for clerk hire ; if a clerk were to 1 ove 
105 the office of principal aſleſſor s, he ſaid, would become a 
n would 3 the tax ſo unpopular as thus to Ne 
N of collection, and that out of two milljons. of MA! 
5 more than Tae ould nll by, 55 way into 5.55 tr 
— 18 opinion Mga n Thatch rs, 
a). | | 
The 1 4 Pe $02 cats was e 44s s. 6 50th 
Gordon, Craik. Pinekney, Harper, and. Otis, as Wa 1245 
if the tax was to be colſected in Maryland; that it sf not. be 
neceflary to advance the pay of the officers 3 in any other parts of 
che union, but that owing to the extent of thediſtris in Maryland, 
and from other cauſes, perſons could. not be induced co 8 bis 
_ without the propoſed advance. - - 
| After. a great deal of converſation on the kabjes, the mariah, for 
ikiog out the ſectien, was negatived, 45 t 4i,— The committee | 
* ane had * to lit again. The houſe Wr to Mod deu, 
IN SENATE: 2 T6 aviiigs a3: - 
A hall hes hop! . into the — Capt . an · 
thority to the Preſident of the United States to augment the army 
in caſe war ſhall break out between the United States and a Foreign 
European power, or in calc imminent danger of invvſion of ther 
territory by any ſuch power, Mall in his opinion þediſcorerad "9. 
exiſt, by far 4 ogg in additien to the ather military forcoaf the United 
States, twenty four regiments of infantry, a regiment and a hatte 
ion of riflemes, a battalion of a artillexiſts and engineers, and %% 
D e of 1 or fach dane sean Nn N 8 
w__ ry. N 2 1 N ” 
By this 3 — . organize bee . 1 
eompauies have or — 7 
purſuant to the "entitled © An act authoriſing che — 2 
the United States to raiſe n proviſional army, into regiments, Uri 
gades, and diviſions,/and to appoint all offers /x Er 
| eee eee — 1 Ia 


erer eee . £34 


„ ne donde ae 0 in 2. dis 


7 2 - 1 2 : A. #5 . : 
1 2 by 3 . 


States 4 9nd tp Aue the 3d 1 22 2nd_exerciſo 
and eee within the ſtates of which they may if nt 4 4 
for any ime or times not exceeding in the whole 999 in 
year, f and that when ſo aCembled, they ſhall receive the ſame 9 
Te an as, axe by law allowed to other troops of the United 
cn” , 7 is 1 oy3ded that two millions of dollars ſhall be ap- 
the execution of this act, and that the Preſident 
ht paint to barrow gp behalf of the United States the ſaid 
or ſo much thereof a5 be ſhall deem neceſſary (which the bank 
the United States is hereby empowered to lend) and apo {ac 
terms end conditions as he ſhall judge moſt pdyantageous > the 
States ; provided. that ſuch Foy — conditions ſbal] not 
the United States from e,; 99 hike 1 5 be l 
after the e of fiſteen 9 
ts © - inen 3 8 ham. 
Mr. * jaryer ym the eee of ways 4 ale che 


following v 
lating the compenſation of Ae! 


A bew ill for 7 
5 bill making additional compenſation for the year 17 5 to cer · 
= ant Vai. 
. is, 


limment for the year 1999 3 n 


Which bills Vers eee a per Wu 

Mr. S 
member to the Fer of ways and ncqns; jn the pipes of Mr. 
N. Smith, abſent on leave. 

Mr. M'Clenachin Prefented A petition and ee from 
1210 inhabitants of the county of Philad rom? praying for « repeal 


of the Aken and Sedition Laws, which We an eee 
Referred as uſual. 

Mr. D. Fokker, from the commiittee of clan eee 
report on che memorial of Moſes White, an de- Camp te one t 


3 which was read eit, 


ted, 
* r. egg Pere that a commũttee be A br oleic 
ang what amendments are neceffary in the act for the 
— Mfabled feamen, and that they have power to re- 
u. re e . He faid, there is TSS 
irecting thet all the "money" collected within a difirig h 
expended within the Tame, in carrying which inte effect incon- 


whe * enced, be the finallnefs of the diftrids 
under the 22 At would be neceſſary, therefore, n 
to repeal that 82 n the diſtricts. Some det 
eriſted, whether feamen of the 


to be 6 r 


9 1%. + 
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1 r IR ae 009% at Kr: | 
Tue houſe again reſolyed itſelf into 3 committes'of the hilt; 4 
the bill to amend the act for valuing the land and dwellirg houſy 
of the United States, and for the enumeration of Naves ; "when" © 
Mr. S. Smith moved to ſtrike out two for the purpoſe of inſerting 
three, making the allowance to the aſſeſſor three de Rare e 0 b 
9 Mr. Craik ſeconded the motion. He believed that without thi 
allowance no tax could be collected in the State of Maryland,” Ane 
no part of the tax could be laid until all the afſeflments are made... 
Mr. C. believed the allowance was thought too ſmall in other partz 
of the Union alſo. fe nadir tgts wy,» 


Mir. Nicholas had hoped the gentleman from Maryland would 
have been ſatisfied with double the allowance for the aflifiors tn Mz. 
ry land, that is allowed to any other. 
Mr. M*Dowell ſpoke alſo againſt the allowünte. 
Mr. Waln was in favor of the, advance, he believed the preſent 
ay too ſmall, and that the aſſeſſors in this ciry had undertaken the 
babes more from perſonal reſpect to the /commullianer; than for 
any other reaſon, If this was agreed to, he ſhould; he ſor diſpenſing 
_ the clerk provided by the next ſection for the principal allel- 
„„ et ee enn 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he voted againſt the ſtriking out of this ſeQion, 
not becauſe he thought the preſent allowance too ſmall, but becauſe 
he knew the fact that the aſſeſſments are not made in certain parts 
of Maryland, and that the tax cannot be laid until the whole of the 
aſſeſſments are made. He therefore ſaw the neceſſity of making 
ſome advance. He was, however, alt er againſt. this amend- 
ment. It appeared yery. myſterious to him, that thou aſſeſſort 
were readily found to do the buſineſs for the ſum. allowed, in choſe 
parts of Pennſylvania and Virginia which 105 only. ſeparated from 
theſe diſtricts of Maryland by an arbitrary line, perſons cannot be 
obtained te do the buſineſs there. As to what his collea e Ar. 
Waln) had ſtated, of aſſeſſors having undertaken the hu ne in this 
city, n out of | perſona] reſpect to the commiſſioner,” be 
could ſcarcely think that was the caſe ; ſince for doing the ſame 
kind of buſineſs, the ſtate only pays its'officers one dollar a day, and 
he never heard of any want of perſons to fill the places. The 
county commiſſioner, whoſe duty is the ſame, with that of . 
pal aſſeſſar, receives from the ſtate of Pennſylvania. 1 1-3, dallax, Jo 
voting againſt ſtriking out this ſection, he propoſed to introduce an 
| 3 providing that the additional compenſation ſhall not 
be made to any perſon who has at preſent accepted the office. ry 
Mr. S. Smith faid, the fact which had been Rated, might appear 
| leſs myſterious, to the gentleman from Penofylvania, when hen: 
formed the committee, that about two years 22 the ſtate of wc 
land paſſed a law for levying a direct tax, and allowed ro theale: 
ſors of each diſtri, 06 dollars; and though this bufineſs was fimple, 
and the preſent. aſſeſſment complex, only 45 dollars are here allen: 
ed. Another reaſon, in the State of Maryland, ne other 7880 


= 


- 
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115 bo ine, mende can undertake the ſame bu- 
for t e tates, ppoſed theſe the principal rea- 
uh for the exilti 85 : difference deren this ſtate and otbers. 


1ÞRO 


On ſu eſtion 


* Mr. Gordon that the e had beſt be firſt 
das i {ken on ſtriking out, it was agreed to. be ſo taken 

us On the queſtion being put to ſtrike out two, it was negatiy ed, 47 
to 

yo dt Gallatin then moved to n the following words Jath 
we ſe&ion, in order to * principal a4 $E5S07'5 where the ame 
party may not have been afpeinte 

"_ This wy tion was ſupported by Melts. Harper, = Williams, Ma- 
Ma con, a, and Ve * +; and oppoſed by Meſſrs. Thatcher, N 


% 


1 W K tived, 29 votes only being for it. 
1 borne moved to 135 the advance general "$0 
out 12 United States, He wiſhed to bade no ec ny wheres 
on this ſubject, but in Con 1 

Only five votes were in favor of this 8 

Mr. Thatcher ſaw. no neceſſity for the ſecond bection, which . 
vided a clerk for the principal "afſeflor ;. if a man could read and 
. faid, he might ag 466 Lo 50 ne of this office with- 
out a clerk. _ 

The motion was carried, 59 pores in ies favor; 

The third ſection then came under conſideration, which went to 1 
ſo much of the preſeut aft as makes ie neceſſary to take an | 
account of the windows in dwelling-houſes. | 
T Mr. Waln wiſhed to propoſe an — to this ſection . He 
4 thought there are 2 parts of the ninth ſection of the preſent 
bete law which might v well be diſpenſed with, as they tended only 
dom to make thelaw diſa ble in its execution, in the fame way that 
numbering the windows had given people an idea that a window | 
this tax "Was" in r The only resſon which he had heard 1 
= given for theſe details, was, that they were to enable commiſſioners | 
Wy fo form am idea of the value of houſes; but he thought this reaſon 1 N 
* inſufficient; "as he did not believe any juſt opinion of the valug of | 

houſes could be formed without a perſonal view of them, The Se- | 
eretary of the Treaſury, in his letter to the Chairman of the Com · 
'mittee of ways and means, ſeems to bold out:this idea. Mr. W. 
moved that the ſection read 1s follows :* that ſp much of the ſaid 
act as requires the aſſeſſors to take the number and deſeription ot 
the windows of dwelling-houſes, and of the exact dimenſions or area [ 
of = dwelling:bouſes, or other buildings, mall be and the ſame is .. 

e and it Mall be the duty of assesz07s to require. auch | | | 
by general description of dwelling-howses and other buildings, as they | 9 
may deem necessary, © | s -if 

The amendment was ſupported by Mr. Bayard and Mr. J. Wu. | 
Ts and a We MR. N W W „ 


n We”, * 


1 * 1 . 5 . 
1 , 


5 be 


No made of the tefti on 
| Hhould bo belt. OM = RO 
__ FF 


oy . 2.5 States,” — This motion was * votes only 
W oh : 


I Amis a JUL iy 
queſtion wit hen een es weden, 4nd lf i ls 
2 „22 votes orily being fot irt. 99 168 

was of Mr. Harper, 1 a6 fa ws ee they 
wer to the commiffioners to extend the time af Tin, 


pritiaipal afſ&ffors. 
e pric rofe, ame e e 
Mr. Wala moved an amendment to r art 4 8 0 


t ML, which requlres be mide in Wart 
Teen ai Wen i 1 


8 
. 
ed in the committee of che” 

Ck an amendment eee 
' of the WIL © 2 . K N 4. 1 


== Goode hy Condon, Gai 
* = e en 


e 88 255 
Went the. be alteration 
ag mg to be en 

On motion of * 


8 
* wile och 


te 0 the 5 ly 

es tines der ore 1 m 
mor. The amendments were, firſt, chat the timis 'of erer 
r 2 be — to five 3 5 that Zeffion 
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protection and improvemetit of van port of Bot 
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emoluments i in any material 


alete, af ſurveys, with 1-1-2 


whether any and what amendments are neceſſary in the law i 


w e the value of goods imported. into.the 


J Sundry 


ſtamp 
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it to 8 important 


e 


oh he acknowledged 


far the office of So ſhould be filled by men of f integrity, 


yet he thought i it would be impoliric and | improper to increaſe their 
+ ar-preſent. | Sq far as he was 
zquainted, the ſalaries of theſe deer had been found adequate. 
Laſt year an allowance of clerk hire had been made, and he thought 


boot per teat. on the ſtamp duties would be too gr an . 


to their preſent emoluments. | . 
- The motion on filling be blank with four per cent, was Wan | 
4040 38, that for allowing a commiſſion to them on money received 
m the collectors, with 1 per cent. and that for compenſating the 
Ar cent. An amendment was alſo 
to, excluding bonds from the operation of the clauſe in favor 
60 day notes ; and another making allowance for ee amps. 


The committee had leave to ſit again. * 


On motion of Mr. Kittera, a committee was appointed to coplider © 


ſale of the United States lands North Welt of the Ohio. 
A report was laid before the houſe from the ae 


Pe RO January 31. F 


3 were preſented this day. The 3 
itſelf 1 7 0 committee of the whole, on the bill to zamend the 
2 | 4 
The Preſident informed the houſe by his ge that he nad 
approved and 720 rhe act kor eee of certain crimes 
therein "OO SY p *p4 | 


7 of the Dircasr of the Mint. 
To To hs Preſident of the United States of . 


Tux Director of the Mint thinks 1 it his duty to rene bis an- 
nual report, on the ſtate of the buſineſs committed to his PER 
tendance, far the information 7 government. 

With pleaſgre be refers the Preſident to the incloſed retyrvs of 
iſſges of the ſeveral ſpecies of coin from the mint, ſince the firſt of 
Jangary, 1798; during which time the coinage. has been liqpped 
near che de months, occaſiohed by the tate calamitbus fever, and the 
detày of ſome of the machinery. Vet by theſe returns, it will ap · 
pears that the coinage of gold amounts iu value to 205,610 dollars, 

—thif of Myer to 330,20 dollars, —and that of copper to 9,797 y 
doVtars.——Io the whole amqunting, ro $45,698 dollars, exceeding | in 

—_— — — 


102 dhe Bhitadelfhcs: pepers which the editor priscipalhj copie: from, þ 


by mistake; conſuxed these procigdings with the bu unest 2; IF Apr de 


Fryer n ated vault fo 1 n 1 


; 


the wy 


mentioniug, that during the laſt ſammer, a ſcheme was difeovered 
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value nearly: doable nee been'coined ar the mint in my 

atie- preceding year, and increaſes the whole amount of the coina 

ſince the commenicemest of the bufloeſs in Ofvher, 1 794; to 

145 dolls, iu gold; 799,643 doMlars and 75" cem in ſtWer; — 
41,004 dalhars aa 74 cents ht copper, amounclug Ar the whole ro 
13716, 89% dolhers and 49 cents. 

- From-iaformatian the rector las received; he has #s- doutit bue 
ther will be a fall ſupply of filver bulffon for the enſwing year, x 
the Prefent eſtabtMſhinent 25 the mint, and whe frequent $ of 
gold, give bin encouragement to ſuppofe a proportionate {0 hy of 

that precious metal will be kept up. The preſent arrangement with 
regard to copper coin, will enable the Nrector, during the conrſcs 
of the next ſummer, to ſupply any demand chat is likely to be viade 
for cents; and at preſent there are a conſiderable number om hand; 

The director cannot, with propriety, cloſe this report, without 


for robbiug the miut, by per ſuns ont of ix, im concert with one per. 
ſon employed in che mint; and atrh this offenders have been 
detected, proſecuted: and way yet it fally juſtifies the > hong 
tofore offered to the Preſidentꝭ om the un protected ſtate uf 
the mint, to which the director begs leave to refer.. rs 
All which is reſpectfully ſubmitted to the Preſident. . 
. ELIAS BOUDNO f, Director. 
Mint of the United States, Jan. 3d, 1799. 
Statement of the Coinage at the Mint of the United States, for 
the year 1798. 
GO * D COI NS. 
© 7,974 Eagles, Dolls. 79,740 
24.867 Half Eagles, 1246335 
"mu 9 Eagles, „ 


SILVER COINS. _ 


4 x 


205,610 _ 


27,559 Diſmes, ts. — 8 
8 COPPER COIN. 
979, 00 Cents | .9, 797. 
e ; Dolls. e 
Vun of the U. States, Treafurer s, Office, , Jos. 3d, 1799. 
| W BENJAMIN. RUSH... 


and committed. 


A bill PER ce Senate for the Nane of Thaw Lewis was read 


Friday, February 1. | 7 
Mr, Joſtah Purker, from the navy committee, reported che + Tol 
Aowing bills; viz. | 


A bill for augmenting the way, and fixing the pay. of captain 
of {hips or vellels of War. | 


327.536 Dollars, Dolls. "ITY Fg | "I * 


F an... a Ma ad 


7 * 


. 'A-billauthorifing the eſtablidayear of docks, a0... 
A bill authoring the purchaſe. of timber for naval purpoſes, 


| Theſe bills were ſeverally twice read ad, commined, 


EE 


Mr. Rutledge, from the committee 10 Wlom was refered 2 leſo- 
lution propoling to makę av extra allowance io the ſcrjean at arms, 
on account of his feels during the laſt ſeſlion, reported a bill tor 

bis relief, which-was committe tc. 

The bill to alter the Ramp. duty impoſed. on foreign bills. of ex- 
chauge, aud bills of lading, aud farther to amend the ſtamp act, was 


* 


read the third tune; and the blapks being filled, was palicd. This © 


act is to take place after the 3 iſt day of March net. 
On motion af Mr. Baldwin, the bouſe reſolved iifelf imo a com? 

mittee of the whole on the report of a ſele& committee on the pe- * 

1itiop and remonſtrance of the legiſlature of Georgia ; and the reſo- 


Ufer reported by that committee being under conſideration, its 


adoption was eppoſed (principally by Mr. Allen. Mr, Nicholas tho't © 
the following reſolution would be. leſs exceptionable than the one 
reported, and it was agreed to, 55 votes being in its faror. 
I Reſolved. that proviſian anglit to be made by law for complying 
with ſuch treaty: as the Preßdent of the United States may iak 
proper to make with the Creek Indians, and for obtaining pon 
in behalf of the State of Georgia, of the lands lying within tbecoun- 
ty of Tallaſſee, or other lands on the frontier of the ſaid tate, which 
may be deemed equivalent thereto, and that dollars be ap- 
prema 4 . 
The committee roſe, and after ſome further remarks ſtam Mr. 
Allen, the reſolution was concurred in, 59 votes being iv its ſavor. 
It was then referred to the ſelect peu} to report a bill. 


- ” 


Mr. S. Smithy from the committee of commerce, reported a bill 
to regulate the collection of duties on impoſt and tonnage, which . 
was committed... c 60 © OL RG 
On motion of Mr. S. Smith, the houſe-went into a committee of 
the whole on the bill to amen@the act to provide for the valuation 
of land and dwelling houſes, and the enumeratiôn of Naves within 
the United States, The firft clauſe oi this bill authoriſes the Secre- 
tary of the Treaſury to avgment, in caſes where he may find it ne- 
ceſlary, the compenlations fixed for. principal and affiſtant afleffors 
by the preſent Jaw, ſo that no principal or aſſiſtant aRfor, ſhall, in 
any caſe, receive more than two. dollars per day, exclufive of en a- 
lowance alſo made in the ſecond ſectiod of this bilt, for clerk hire to 
the principal, afſeflor, of one dollar per day. e e UNO 
On enquiry, it appeared that the principal affeffors have, by the 
law as it pow ſtands, 1-1-2 dollar, per day allowed them; and the 
other aſſeſſors 1 1-2 dollar whilſt collecting, and 1 dollar When 
b r  tP 9g BELL Rey 1 erg” 
This bill advancing the pay of the aſſeſſors, originates from com- 
plaints from the Nate of Maryland, that perſons catznot be got to 
perform the office for the ſom 9 lowed, ar that, N conlcquence, m 
l he” RD > 0 dh. Yo ent oe HEE F 


* 
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many parts of that ſtate, no ſteps have been taken to carry this Jaw. 
j into execution. This fact was ſtated by 'Meflrs. S. Smith, Craik, 
Sprigg, and Matthews, repreſentatives from that ſtate. 
Mr. S. Smith moved to ſtrike out two dollars for the purpoſe of 
inſerting three ; bot this motion was. ſuperceded by one made by 
4 Mr. Varnum, to ſtrike out the firſt ſection of the bill; . 
He thought the preſent. allowance quite ſufficient, and rather 
more than enough; that no complaint has been made from any other 


| part of the union; that he could not agree to allow the Secretary 
| | of the Treaſury a power to pay the officers of Maryland more than 
[ is paid to the ſame officers in other parts of the anion, and he could 
| 
| 


not conſent to raiſe rhe pay of the whole, when they are, except in 

the caſes mentioned, perfectly ſatisfied with what is now allowed. 
N Mr. V. ſaw no neceflity for clerk hire; if a clerk were to be allow. 
: | ed, the office of principal aſſeſſors, he ſaid, would become a ſinetaye; 
| that nothing would make the tax ſo unpopular as thus to increaſe 
: the expence of Follection, and that out of two millions of dollars 
ep raiſed, not more than one million would find irs way into the tres- Mi 
| fury, This opinion was ſupported generally by Mefirs. Venable, follo! 
N. Howell, Shepard, J. Williams, Thatcher, I. Claiborne, aid A 


Findley. : | 
| | . The veceſſiry of the increaſe was advocated by Meſſrs. S. Smith, wy 
"oh Gordon, Craik, Pinckney, Harper, and Otis, as abſolutely neceſſary Wi © > 
| if rhe tax was to be colleated in Maryland; that it would not be Bi 
| neceſſary to advance the pay of the officers: in any other parts of ihm 
| the union, but that owing to the extent of the diſtricts in Maryland, * 
| and from other cauſes, perſons could not be induced to perform this 

duty without the propoſed Wtivance. ET 8 

After a great deal of converſation on the ſabje&; the motion for N. 


f 

ſtriking out the ſection, was flegattved, 45 to 31.— The cominittee M 
roſe, aud had leave to fit again. The honſe adjourned to Monday, 108 
| 7 J . 
ö A bill bas been brooght into the Senate for giving eventual an- M 


| thority to the Preſident of :he United States to avgment the army repo 
4 in caſe war ſhall'break out between the United States and a Foreign 


| - European power, or in caſe imminent danger of invaſion of their - rl 
3 | territory by any ſuch power, ſhall in his opinion be diſcovered to M 
1 exiſt, by raiſing, in addition to the other military force of the United. I ne 
A States, twenty-four regiments of infantry, a regiment and a battal- WW... 
| ion of riflemen, a battalion of artillerifts and engineers, and three port 
reghpeons of .cavalry, or ſuch portion, — 63 he ſhall judge law, 

| neceſſary, _ 3 $71 5 1 | 
VB By this bill the Preſident is alſo authoriſed to organize all ſuch 4 


companies of volunteers as have been or ſhall be accepted by him * 
purſaant to the act entitled“ An act author ſing the Preſident of ©. 
the United States to raiſe a proviſional army,” into regiments, bri- 
gades, and diviſions, and to appoint all officers thereof agreeably 0 b 
to the organization prefcribed by law for the army of the United 


* 


N _— 
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crates ; and to cauſe the ſald volunteers to uſable and: eufefciſe - - 
and diſcipline within the ſtates of which they may reſpectively ' 'bs, 
for any time or times not exceeding in the Whole days in owe 
year, and that when ſo aſſembled, they ſhall receive the ſame com. 
penſations as are by law- allowed to other troops of the United 
States ; and it id provided that two millions of dollars ſhall-be ap · 
propriated towards the execution of this act, and that the Preſident 
be authoriſed to borrow on behalf of the United States the ſaid ſum, 
or ſo much thereof as he ſhall deem neceſſary (Which the bank of 
the United States is hereby empowered to End) aud uon ſuch 
terms and conditions as he ſhall judge moſt advantageous to the U. 
Stares ; provided that ſuch terms and conditions ſhall not reſtrain 
the United States from paying off the ſums which wy expend. 6a, * 
lier the No ens of tee bas; r Ye . ep | 


law. 


Re 
Mendes Fibrugry 4 $a Ad 

Mr. 3 from the committee of ways WT means made the 4 
following report, vz. A | 

A new bill for regulating the compenſation of clerks ; 1 by 

A bill making additional compenſation for the year 1 799, to cer- 
tain officers of the Senate and Houſe of mne of the N 
ted States 3 and. 

A bill making appropriations for. the ſupport of the Navy, Eta. 
liſament for the year 1799.3 1 „ 

Which bills were ſeverally twice read: and committed. 1735 

Mr. Harper alſo. moved, for the appofmment of an additional _ 
nember to the commitree of ways and means, in the place of Mr. 

N. Smith, abſent on leave.  Agreed.-- 

Mr. M'Clenachan preſented 3 petition and remonſtrance from 
1210 inhabitants of the county of. en praying for a repeal 
of the Alien and Sedition Laws, which they deem unconſtitutional. 
Referred as uſual. 5 

Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of clajms, wade d favorable 
report on the memorial of Moſes White, an Aid-de-Camp to one of 
wk General Officers during the war, which was read and Ry 
teck. 

Mr. Piuc moved that a committee be a pointed, to enquire 
whether 2 what amendments are 2 in the act for ibe 
relief of ſick and diſabled ſeamen, and that they have power to re- 
port by bill or otherwiſe, He ſaid, there is a proviſion} in'the 758 40 4 
law, directing that all the money collected within a diſtrict ſh 
be expended within the ſame, in carrying which into effect incon- 
renience has been experienced, from the ſmallneſs of the diſtri s 1 
under the revenue ſyſtem, It Would de neceſſary, therefore, either 
to repeal that proviſion, or enlarge the diſtricts. Some doubt alſo 
exiſted, whether ſeamen of the navy are admiſſible into the hoſpitals 
to be provided under this Jaw.” He hoped therefore | a Ny 
vould be appointed, Agreed. | 
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The houſe again reſolved. itſelf into a committee of the whole « 
* bill to amend the et for valuing the lend aud dwelling houſe 
7 the Uoited States, and for the enumerstion of flayes ; - 

Mr. S. Smith moved to ſtrike opt two for the pur poſe of inſorti 

dhe, making the allowance to the aſſaſſor three dollars. 
Xr. Craik e the motion. He believed that e 

eee no tat could be collected ia the State of Mary land, ſince 
v0 part of ther tax could be laid, until all the aſſeſſments are made 
Bir. C. believed ho ee ere e in other; par 
of the Dion alſo... MK :OT--% f Te Ty 

Mr. Nicholas: had hoped che orntiemen * TU ee 
have been Catished with double; ip allowanco fur th PLIES 1 
** N Ka NN 1 gaiuſt 

r. M Dowe oke alſo a Wange. 

Mr. Waln was in favor of the ma he believed the preſent 

pay too ſmall, and that the aſſeſſurs in this city had undertaken the 

neſs more from perſonal reſpect to the commiſſioner, than ſe 

any other reaſon. if this was agreed te he mold Be for diſpe penſing 

with the cory fie by t the next leQion, for the principgl alle 
259 5 3! {7 A* | 

My. Gallatin laid, he vöted Igrinſt the riking ont: of this feion 
not becatiſe he thought the preſent allowance tos Tmall, but _ 
he knew the fact that the aſſeſſments are not made in oertaln 
of Maryland, and that the tax catihot be lald until tbe whole of th 
aſſeſſments are made. Ile therefore ſa tle” necelity of making 
Jome advance. He was, however,; altogether againſt this amend 
ment. It appeared very myſterious' to him, that thobgh alſeſſort 
Were readily found to do the buſineſs fer the ſum allowed, in 55 
pou of Pennſylvanja and Virginia which are only {ep 

ce diſtricts of Maryland by an arbitrary line, perſons © Fant b 
obtained? to do the buſineſs there. As to what his colles 
Waln) had ſtared, uf jor gee having undertaken the buſinefs in tk 

city, principally out of perſonal, reſpe& to the commifftioner, be 
cod u Erresh Air . Was the caſe | 3 ſince for doing the ſame 
kind of bulinefs, che ſtate only pays its officers one dollat d day, ant 
he never heard” of any an of Pert Ms to fill the places. The 
caunty commiſſioner, Gab 1s E ſame with that of the princi: 
| pal effor, receives from the fate of Pennſylvania” t i. —3 dollar. In 
voting againſt ſtriking our this ſection, he propoſed to introduce a 
amendment, providing that the additional compenſation ſhall not 
be made to any perſoh, who bas at preſent accepted the office. 

Mr. 8. Smith faid, the fact which had been ſtated, might appenr 
x myſterĩous to rhe 3 from Pennſylvanis, when he ii. 

rmed the committee, about two years ago, the ſtate of Mary- 
Jand paſſed a law for leyying a direct tax, and allowed to the aller 
ſors of each diftrj& 196 dollars; and though this buſineſs was ſimple, 
and the preſent NNE. complex, only 45 dollars dre here allow: 
ed, Another hs the State of TY hog elner 5 


©. 
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captoyed By the Stgve int its afferents; can whdertitke the fame bu 
inefs for the United States. He fappoſe# theſe the principal rea- 
ſons for the exiting. difference betwixt this ſtate and others. 

on ſoggelfon of Mr. Gordon chat thi: queſtion tad bett be firlt 
taken on 1 5 out, it was agreed to be ſo taken, 


f * Gallatin then moved to jotrodpee the Kolfowids 
the lection, in order to privicipul” avresrory where the game 
ney not hegve been appointed.” 
This thetlon' was fipported by Meſſrs: 1. wine Mi 
con, and Venable; aud oppoſed by Meſſ?s.- - Thaveher, "Matthews, 
* 8. Smith, _ | ; Fr; =» 
It was negatived, 19 votes only being for it. X 
Mr. T. Cfaiborne moved to make the advance gereral ren 
out the Unite States, He wiſhed ta have lo dilkretion wk * 
da this ſubſect, but in reer 


Only five. votes were in favor of this motion,” | 


words lord 


# 


Mr. Thatcher ſaw no neceſſity for the ſecond ſection, which 9220 


on ided a clerk for the principal aſſe lor; if a. mau could read. 
ae "ite, he ſaid, he might certainly do ie balinef 
Wt a. clerk. "4 way 
The motion, was carried, 59 vates being in its favar.. of fy 
The third ſection then came under confideration, which Cs 
repeal ſo, much of the preſent act as m 
4 ccaunt of. the L in dwelling: 


"= thought there are other parts of the ninth ſection of the preſent 
« be Which might. very well be diſpenſod with, as they tended only 
＋ to make the law diſa 
| This nunberi the windows had given: people an idea. that a+ window, 

tax was in contemplation, , The only reafon which be had: heard 


end sen for theſe details; was; that they Were ta enable commiſſioners 


u form an idea of the yalye of houſes; but he _ this: reafon 


an houſes c be formed without a perſonal —— of: en. The Se- 


r. In wretaty of the Treaſury, in his letter to the Chairman of the: Cont- 
_— 


chat the feckion read as follows: © that ſo much of the'faid 
8 as requires the afſeſſors ta take the number and deſrription of 
per the windows of dwelling-houſes, and of tlie exa& dimenſions or area 


e . d the dwelling-houfes, or other buildings, all be and the fame is = ; 


lary: hereby repealed ; «and it shall be the duty of dat 5507's 40 rute en 


alle. general 2 7 dwelling-howtes "ne other buildings, as they . 


nay deem necessary. 
Ei . l rs. e . 9 


' 


On the'queſtion being pac to {trile- our two, it was negatived, 47 


of this office * 


es it neceſſary do 9 an 
no. Mr. Waln wiſhed te propgſe an: ek, a to this ſe@ion: . He 


in its execntion, in the ſame way that 


inſuficien ent, 68 he did not believe any juſſ opin the value of 


of ways and means, ſeems to hold out this: idea. Mr. W. 


The amendwent was . orted by kr. Toad and Me. J. Wi. 
E 


440 CONGRESSIONAL 


. On ſuggeſtion of Mr. Nicholas, that the words printed in ital. N 

ere more objectionable than the preſent law cou =" Mr. Wah phe 

withdrew them. r Rn WEB, 

: Thequeſtion was then taken on the amendment, and it was neg, N 
_ tived, 22 vokes only being for it. F 4 

On motion of Mr. Harper, a new ſection was added to the bill ot” 


giving a power to the commiſſioners to extend the time of receiving 
appeals by the principal aſſeſſors. ' . - 


* 


The committee then roſe, and the houſe took up the amendmenty 


Mr. Waln moved an amendment to eq that part of the pre 4 
ſent law, which requires appeals to be made in WAITISc, which e bre 
ſaid woe found inconvenient in ſome parts of the ſtate. Carried * 
35 to 28. | . r Ig: 
Mr. Varnunr then moved to ftrike out the firſt, ſeftion of . ** 
bill (which makes the increaſe of pay to aſſeſſors) and called t 
peas and nays upon ite. D 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, he ſhould vote againſt ſtriking out this ſettiom _ 4 
in hopes that an amendment ſomething like that which the gentlemat ho: 
from Pennſylvania propoſed in the committee of the whole, would 
be adopted; but, if ſuch an amendment was not agreed to, he woul tak 
finally vote againſt the paſſing of the bill. 3 LITE ch: 
The yeas and nays were Roh as follows: . | 

YEAS. Meſf. W. Claiborne, Clay, Clopton, Davis, Dawſonlfif ſut 
eon Elmendorf, Findley, Fowler, Gregg, Grove, Harriſon | 

avens, Heiſter, Holmes, Jones, Livingſton,” Locke, Lyman, Machi 


Macon, M Clenachan, M Dowell, New, Shepard, Skinner, 
Smith, Stanford, Sumpter, Thatcher, Thomſon, A. Trigg. J. Trigg 
Van Alen, Van Cortlandt, Varnum, Venable, J. Willtams, | 
Williams, + Wi l 39. 
NAS. Meſſ. Baer, Bayard, Blount, Brace, Brooks, Champlin 
Cochran, Craik; Dana, Dennis, Dent, Edmond, Evans, "A, Foster 


D. Foſter, Gallatin, Gilleſpie, Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, Griſwole 
Hanna, Harper, Hartley, Hindman, Imlay, Matthews, Morri fo 
Nicholas, Otis, I. Parker, Bias Pinekney, Reed, Rutledg 
Schureman, Sewall, Sinnickſon, S. Smith, Spaight, Sprague, Sprigghll ** 
"Thomas, Wadſworth, Waln. E e. 
The firſt ſection being left out, the 1emainder of the bill under, 
went the neceſſary alteration, in point of form, and then it wall ** 
ordered to be engroſſed for a third reading, * 1 
On motion of Mr. Harper, the houſe reſolved itſelf into a con 
| mittee of the whole on the amendments of the Senate 0 the bil t 


reſpecting certain balances due frora the ſeveral States to the Uni 
ed States, The amendments were. firſt, that the time of | ereRin 
tifications ſhould. be confined to five years;  fecond, that ceſſiot 
ſhould be made of the territory on which any ſuch fortification 
ſhould be built. * fs 6 5 
Mr. Bayard moved to amend the firit by adding.“ or in the erectiot 
of piers for the protection and improvement of any port or harbou 
in the United States.“ This motion was negatived, 26 votes on 
being for it. 8 „ 


F 
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Mr. Cachran moved to Rrike out that part of bs amendment 
which requires a ceſſion of the territory, 

This motion was advocated by Meſſrs. Livingſton, T. Williams, - 
Brooks and Gallatin ; and oppoſed by Mr. Harper. 

Mr. Baya d moved a reference of this amendment to a felet 
committee, which was negatived, ,46 to 29, 

The queſtion was then taken on WW out ye relates to eben, 
which was carried 40 to n Bag ee ee 


Tuesday. February 5s, 

The Houſe met as uſual ; "PR the Clerk informed the . 
preſent, that the Speaker was indiſpoſed, and unable to attend the 
duties of the Chair this morning, When à motion Was rade 10 . | 
journ, and; tho-hevſe adjourned accordingly. „ th % 


ene! "Wednesday, February Goa? eg T4 K 
An bill to amend the- Nr laying a on ewellin 
„ read and paſſed. 3 uy "nt 
The Bill to regulate the Jaden on Imports and Totnage was 
taken up, and the houſe went into committee, Mr. any cy, af e 
chair. 
Mr. S. Smith ſtated this bill to-i collection of the laws on | the 
» ſubje& into one bill, to which ſeveral amendments were added. 
of the ſections provides an exemption from the duty of 
Horſes, Cos, and Sheep and Swine'for breed. ; 
Mr. Livingſton moved to amend this by adding, to precede the 
word horſes, the following: Books, Maps, Prints or Charts for the 
5 ule of any college, academy, or incorporated library. He ſtated this 
motion to be in conſequence of ſeveri petitions lately Leceived 
from the sruſtees of libraries for this purpole. 
Mf. B. Foſter wiſhed the committee, to whom thoſe petitions 
were referred, to give in their report before it ſhould be provided 
for, that gentlemen way ſe upon what grounds it was ſupported. 
Mr. Smith ſtated the reaſon for its introduction now was, 
the committee of commerce meant to report favourably om it. 
Mr. Gallatin oppoſed its introduction becauſe be thought it an 
improper place 2 chis was a bill to regulate duties, and not to lay or 
remit them. on that account he conſidered the ſection dmproperly 
introduced into this bill. 2 
Mr, Allen was oppoled to the vrinciple + be thought it would: * 
more proper to exempt them from duty for. the benefit ot young 
ſtudentis and poor clergymen, many of whom were unable to 
'Purchsſe : indeed he thaught there was more rtaſon in favor of 
any glaſs of men, than inſtitutions of this ſart, which in geperal 
. were.apulent and well ſupported. But another, and more impor- 
tant objettion was,the propriety of encouraging the art of printing in 
the country, which exeomting library companies from duty would 
much iqure, as ell. as the revenue, {or it might ſoon be the, caſe 
that all n would be e undex4hus excoptiane., ... 


, 
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Mr. Livingſton beljeved the gentleman had forgot the great in 
provement ſcience received from the introduftion of foreign im 
. provements by books. All the opulence of thoſe companies con 
ſiſted in their books, and their aim in making this requeſt was, thy 
improvement of ſcience and literature, not to defraud the reyen 
He aſked which could be regarded moſt beneficial ; a book which 
perhaps paſſed through five. hundred hands, or that which was cor 
fined to a fingle cloſet? He ſaid thoſe companies were not ver 
numerous Mr. Allen anſwered they were very numerous.] There 
could be no danger of their injuring the revenue from defign to ſell 
them, for the law only related to thoſe imported for the uſe of the 
company. | ; e 
Mr. Otis contended there was nothing to prevent thoſe companies 
importing books to ſell for the uſe of the ſociety, and hoped it 
would not prevail to give a monopoly to a company and injure. the 
revenue. i RA 
Mr. Thatcher ſaid it would be far more proper to exempt books 
from duty which were purchaſed by thoſe ſolitary individuals who 
reſide in the country, who for one dollar could perhaps read but 
one book, while people reſiding in the city would have acceſs to 
thouſands for the ſame money, He hoged the principle would not 
prevail at all. . 4 
Mr. Livingſton ſaid he doubted at firſt of the propriety of intro- 
Qucing library companies, &c, with ſuch company as beaſts, but he 
reflected, that while the houſe were providing for corporal uſe hy 
introducing good beef, mutton, &c. it would be proper to provide 
food for the intellectual faculties as cheap as poſhble, | 
On the ſuggeſtion of Mr, Waln, Mr. L. withdrew the motion, in- 
forming the committee he ſhould at ſome future occaſion, again 
bring it forward, and hoped it would be allowed. ' - © 
The bill being gone through, the committee roſe, a 7 
The clerk informed the houſe that the ſpeaker was obliged to re- 
turn to his lodgings very ill. Mr, Nicholas hoped the houſe would 
roceed to elect a ſpeaker pro, tem, but a motion for adjournment 
aving been made, it was carried, | | 


. Thursday, February 7. | 
The ſpeaker laid before the houſe a report from the Secretary of 
the Treafury, containing a ſtatement of goods, wares and merchan- 
dize of foreign produce imported, for the year prior to the firſt of 
October, 179898. 8 | 2 
The amount in value is g3 million of dollars. 


The amount of exports for the ſame period was 
The preceding year was | 


Dollars," 
61,927,421 
$1,294,710 


hy Increaſe, 10,099,711 

The moſt material increaſe in exports appeared to be in the arti- 
cle of Tobacco, 10,000 hhds, more having been exported for the 

| laſt than the preceding year. 88 I 


inte rec 
upon; 
T 
ſettiot 
break 
privat 

The 
the q 
nays 3 


Me 
Brow: 
ton, C 
Evan: 


PROCEEDINGS. ++ 443 


aid. #7 Soo rb 4 a 8 R. IR he 
' Alfo a report of the tonnage of veſſels employed for the ſame pe- 
riod, | Mb 2h STAR ns 
Mr. Morris reported a bill for compenſating marſhals, jurors, wit- 
neſſes and Jttornies in the courts of the United States, which after a 
ſew obſervations from Mr. Otis recommending its poſtponement to 
next ſeſſion, it was referred to a committee of the whole, 
A bill was reported by Mr. Pinckney, appropriating money for 
holding a treaty with the Indians reſpecting the Georgia claim. 
Thoſe bills were ſeverally referred to committees of the whole, 
A report was made by Mr, Harper, unfavorable to the petition of 
Dan'l Stephens, ſuperviſor of Charleſton, to which the houſe agreed, 
A petition was preſented by Mr, Waln from John Wells, of Phi. 
adelphia, reſpeRing bullion which he had depolited in the mint. It 
was referred to the committee of claims, | 


* 


the zmendments yeſterday paſſed to the bill for regulating the col- 
ection of duties on imports and tonnage. The houſe took up 
the 5+ uh and having agreed to them, the bill was ordered to be en- 
ſſed. | h F 
A bill from the Senate for the relief of Thomas Lewis for allow-' 
ing additional pay to him as aid de camp, was taken up, the houſe 
vent into committee, when the bill was agreed to, and alſo in the 
houſe, and was ordered a third reading. rey | | 
A meſſage from the Senate was received, containing ſundry a- 
mendments to the bill for the further ſuſpending. the commercial. 
intercoui ſe with France, when the houſe went into committee there- 
upon. : 1 
"The principal amendment was to ſtrike out the fifth and ſixth 
ſetions of the bill which related to empowering the Frefident to 
break off the commercial intercourſe with any port or place where 
privateers may be equipped to cruize againſt our veſſels, 
The amendments weie agreed to, and the committee roſe, when 
the queſtion, to ſtrike out the two ſections was taken by yeas and 
nays and carried. Yeas 59, Nays g2. 
+ PB: So - | 3 
Meſſrs. Baer, Baldwin, Bard, Bartlet, Bayard, Blount, Brent, 
Brown, Bullock, Chapman, T. Claiborne, W. Claiborne . Clay, Clop- 
ton, Cochran, Dana, Davis, Dawſon, Dent, Eggleſton, Elmendorf, 
Evans, Findley, Fowler, N. Freeman, Gallatin, Gilleſpie, Gregg, Han- 


na, Harper, Harriſon, Hartley, Havens, Heiſter, Holmes,  Imlay, 


Jones, Livingſton, Locke, Machir, Macon, M*Clenachan, Morris, 
New, Nicholas, I. Parker, J. Parker, Schureman, Sewall, Sinnickſon, 


Skinner, S. Smith, W. Smith, Sprigg, Stanford, A. Trigg, Varnum, 


Venable, R. Williams. A 


Meſlrs, Allen, Brace, Brooks, Champlin, Craik, Dennis Edmond, 
A. Foſter, D. Foſter, J. Freeman, Glen, Goodrich, Gordon,  Grif- 


vold, Hindman, Hoſmer, Kittera, Lyman, Mathews, M-Dowell, Otis, 
Pnckney, Rutledge, Spaight, Sprague, Thatcher, Thomas, Thomſon, 
Van Alen, Wadſworth, Waln, J. Willtams, 55 
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The Senate perſiſted in their amendment to the bill for ſettling the 
claims of the United States againſt individual ſtates, diſagreed'to on 
Monday by. the houſe, and requeſted a conferrence, having them. 
ſelves appointed two members for that purpoſe. Three were ap. 
pointed on the part of the houſe, - 2 

The bouſe then went into a committee on the bill for augment. 
ing the navy, Mr. Rutledge in the chait, when n 
"Mr, Gallatin moved to ſtrike out that part of the bill which rela- 
ted to providing ſix Ihips of not lefs than 74 guns each, ſo asto 
leave proviſions only to procure fix floops, He thought proper not 
to make the motion till it came in the form of a bill, as the moſt 
proper ſtage to introduce it. He felt no objettion with relpett to 
the floops. The general queſtion, he ſaid, was now fairly before 
the committee, whether it was proper at this time to lay the found. 
tion of a navy or not, which may be, at ſome future time [ullicient 
to cope with the navies of Europe. Laſt ſeſſion, it ſeemed to be the 
opinion of the houſe, that there was no ſufficient reaſon why we 
ſhould enter into the ſubje@ of building ſhips of the line, for that 
ſmall veſſels were ſufficient to cope with all the force the French 
could have in our ſeas, or in the Weſt-Indies, and accordingly it way 
then determined that the number of ſhips then provided for, was ſuf. 
ficient, and this opinion does not appear to be altered if we attend 
to the ſcope of the bill, for it cannot be ſuppoſed that it would be of 
ſervice in our preſent differences with the Frgnch, There is but one 
argument principally uſed by the committee who reported the bill 
to ſhew the neceſlity of the meaſure in addition to what uſed to be 
given, and that is the great advantages which they ſuppoſe ſo be de- 
rived from our navy ſince the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs; they ſuppoſe 
that thoſe advantages have been ſo great, as to encourage us to in- 
creaſe our naval force. [Mr. G. here read the report of the com- 
mittee, wherein they view the fall which inſurance has taken fince 
that period, which they view in the total to be 9.078 000 dollars to 
the citizens of the United States.] The committee, Mr. G, ſaid had 
ſappoſed the navy bill to have ſaved g millions on our trade, which 
they ſay is more than the expence of the navy. He would beg leave 
to make ſome obſervations on' the data on which this opinion was 
founded, in which he differed in toto with them. | 

In the firſt place, whatever fall inſurance might have taken, which 
ſeems to be the foundation of their argument, it muſt have ariſen 
from two other cauſes, and not the navy. Firſt, private vellels 
being ſuffered to arm, and ſecondly to thoſe veſſels which have been 
armed by public contribution. It is abſolutely neceſſary, before we 
can eſtimate the ſaving which our public veſſels have made, firlt to 
| know what has been ſayed by our ſuffering the merchant veſlels to 
arm: if we take into review the fituation of the Weſt-Indies at the 
time that bill paſſed, there can be no doubt but this private arming 
has done more good than the navy could do, particularly confider- 
ing the number of row boats Which uſed to come out from ſome 
parts of St. Domingo, againſt which our merchants unarmed could 
not protect themſelves, but now they are univerſally ſuppreſled by 


* 
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thoſe veſſels, We ought therefore, firſt to deduR the value of this 
ſaving from the total which is aſcribed to our nav yx. 

Again, it is very extraordinary that the ſaving in the inſurance ta 
the Eaſt-Indies and to Europe, ſhould be aſcribed to our navy The 
report fates the fall of infurance to Europe to be from 12 1-2 per 
cent. to 10 per cent, Now this ſavirg of 2 1-2 cent could not 
be owing to our navy, for they do not either cruiſe to Europe or to 
India, but the latter is ſtill more in poirit, the inſurance havin fal- 
len from 22 1-2 to 12 1-8 per cent. while in the Weſt-Indies it has 
only fell's, viz. from 17 1-2 to 12. Such is the fact, that where our 
navy does not go, the fall has been greater than where they do crufze, 
which if that had been the cauſe would have had a contrary effect, 
and therefore we muſt conclude that the whole ſcaffold built by that 
committee muſt fall to the ground. | rept 

Mr. G. ſaid he would now attempt himſelf to ſhew what he con- 
ceived was the cauſe of this fall in the inſurance. He believed it 
was owing to various' cauſes, Firft, the rate of infurance was a vaſt 
deal too higW at the period alluded to, ſo much fo, that the premium. 
given bas produced an handſome profit, and become a deſirable trade: 
whatever captures were made, the dividends were exhorbitant in 
thoſe companies, that even 20. per cent, has been offered for them, 


- 


which is à plain proof that they were higher than they ought to 


have been, and this is ſufficient reaſon why it ſhould fall, becauſe it 


became ſo profitable that more property was put into that kind of 
fund : he had ſeen lately two new infurance companies advertized 
in this city, and'a private one beſides, formed by a few gentlemen, — 
This excited men of great capital to put their money to that uſe, aud 
the natural conſequence muſt be a depreciation in the policy.. 
Again, when the diſpatches from France, were firſt publiſhed in 
April laſt, a war was apprehended, and therefore greater premium 
muſt be paid, The months of April, May, June and July, was the: 
period at which the rate was ſo high, and'that was the time in which 
the document was formed with which the preſent rate of infurance 
was compared. It is a fact that at the period alluded to, infurance 
was refufed on any premium to veſſels which might be detained in 
the ports of Spain and Holland, fo great was the fiſk. Ir 
Another. reaſon muſt be, that in relation to Europe, it is clear that 
meaſures Which have been adopted both by France and England 


muſt have tended, durizg the preſent campaign to diminiſh the num- 


ber of privateers belonging to France, for to make a pretenſion for 
invaſion, or for fomething, the French have laid an 2 on their 
privateers, and on the other hand, the Britiſh have blocked nearty. 
all their Sorts, from both of which the captures muſt be diminiſhed, 
and inſurance muſt fall in proportion. In relation to the Weſt-In- 
dies, an event of very gieat conſequence has tranſpired there to lef. 
ſen the, price of inſurance : the evacuation of St. Domingo by the 


Britiſh ; it is well known that the rate of inſurance to that part of 


the ifland which the Britiſh held was much higher than to any. o- 
ther part, in conſequence we do not find any part of the report 
which ſpeaks of the premium to that part, as there is now no Britiſh 
port on that ifland, FPV 1 phe 
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There Are two other cauſes as it relates to our fituation with 
France why inſurance ſhould be lower at this than at the period 
alluded to: whatever might be the ſincerity of the French 
government in relation to putting an end to their differences 
with this government ; whether they mean, or wiſh to make 

peace, I cannot ſay, but this I believe from their conduct, that 

they are more inclined to treat with us now than at any former peri- 
od, and this is a general belief in the community, and therefor 
whether the opinion be well founded or not, it muſt be conſidered a 
ſufficient reaſon why inſurance ſhould fall. Again. Within theſe 
fix months the power of France has been conſiderably diminiſhed by 
the deſtruttion of their fleets, and therefare they are rendered inca- 
pable cf injuring our commerce ſo much as at a more flouriſhing 
riod of their naval power. On that account there is ſubſtantial rea» 


fon to conclude why our inſurance ſhould fall, and from a combina. 
tion of theſe cauſes the argument mult be very ſtrong to prove that 


it was not owing to our navy,—Though I am willing to allow that 


ſome good has flowed from our navy, and inſurance to the Weſt 
Indies might have been ſomewhat affected by it, yet I mult declare 
that for the whole advantages to be aſcribed to it, is a fallacious idea, 
and therefore it will bec4mpoſſible for us to ſay what has, or what 
has not been ſaved by it. I have no documents to prove the ſavings 
on either fide. There has been much looſe aſſertion made ule of 
to aid our ideas on this head: the ſecretary, of the navy aſſerts that 
the amount of 12 ſhips of the line would have been ſaved to us had 


we poſſeſſed that number to protect our trade; and the ſecretary of 


State makes an aſſertion that 20 millions of dollars have been cap- 
tured by the French from us. I ſhould be glad to know what 
grounds thoſe officers draw their concluſions from, we cannot at any 


rate derive information from ſuch looſe and uncertain data. If the 
Secretary of State has any ſuch information in his office, it was 


His duty to have laid it before us as part of his report, but as he has 


not done it, we. muſt conclude that no ſuch document does exiſt, 
and that they give this merely from their own looſe concluſions, to 


which we ought not to pay the leaſt regard, 


Mir. G. ſaid he thought there was a' way by which the truth might 
partly be obtained, and he knew no other way, If the different in- 


ſurance companies of Philadelphia, New-York, Baltimore, and Boſ- 
ton, would give the Houſe an eſtimate of the ſums they had actually 

aid for captures for the laſt two years made both by the French and 
Britiſh, there could be ſome kind of certainty to draw a concluſion, 


he ſuppoſed within one million of dollars. This would be in the 
power of ſome gentlemen in the houſe he preſumed : if others had 


got ſuch eſtimate from other cities, he would endeavor to obtain it 


for this city, He ſaid he got that eſtimate for the year before; but 


from the ſmall amount of loſſes in that ſtatement he was at a loſs to 


know how the ſecretary could make out twenty millions, but as he 

had got it from only one company, he could not poſſibly eſtimate 
He repeated that he would not wiſh to be under- 

ſtood to mean, that no benefit had been derived from the navy, but 


the groſs amount. 
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that too much had been aſcribed to it. As to the amount of cap- 
tures, he would obſerve that whether they were three, or twenty 
millions, it ought to make no difference in relation to this law, but 
although that may be, it muſt make an eſſenlial difference indeed on 
the — now before the committee, relating to what the navy 
ſnould be, for the nett expence muſt be conſidered; the. profit and 
ſaving our commerce may gain by the navy is a queſtion important 
to underſtand, while we are conſidering. its advantages, on that ac- 
count it would be uſeful to know the amount of the captures. 1 
He would now proceed to take a view of the propoſed navy itſelf 
as it related to the article of expence, for every thing elſe remained 
unk non, as the committee had not produced any ground of the ne- 
ceſſity of thoſe ſhips. The expence unfortunately does not reſt on 
ſo uncertain a data, becauſe we have had ſomething to do with that i 
before, It is ſtated by the ſecretary of the navy that the actual ex- | {| 
pence of one 74 gun ſhip will be 216,000 dollars annually; and that 
the annual expence of twelve would be 2,60g oo dollars, fix would 
therefore be 1,300,000 dollars. Again, the building excluſive of | 
military ſtores, would be, for one 74, the ſum of $42,700 dollars : 
Mr. Parker ſaid the ftores would be 48, o00 dollars | thus for fix, N 
ilding, equipping, and ſtores, would make the ſum of 2,504,000 
dollars, The queſtion then is, are we prepared to go into the ex- 
pence of two millions and an half of dollars for building thoſe ſhips, | 
and afterwards to the annual expence of 1,300,000 to ſupport } 
the ſame number as we begin with ? It may not be amiſs to take a 1 
view of the time a ſhip of the line uſually is fit for ſervice, From | 
information I have ſeen, it is from 12 to 15 years: In Great Britain | 
they are ſuppoſed to be good 15 years, but in France only 12 years, 
therefore it is clear that this firſt expence muſt be renewed every 12 | 
years, excluſive of the annual charges for repairs to keep them in 
order for uſe, what that may be we have no ſtatement to determine | 
by : we have no document at all to inform us what will bethe peace 


eſtabliſhment of our navy. | 

Having ſtated what the expence of building theſe ſhips, and pay- 
ing their crews will be, I will now proceed to ſhew the amount of | 
our reverue and expenditure at preſent, in order to ſhew that this is b 
an improper time to enter into ſuch an expence. | | 


© | "4160 : Dollars; e 
O- Our revenue from impoſts and tonnage is ' 7,400 000 j 
of. Our internal revenues, = =» . 600000 g 
ly ' The duty on. ſtamps. — REES 200,000 
id The land tax, deduQting the expence of collection, ; 
0 &c. will clear about ,- -  +< _ = 1,800,000 | 
ad Leaving a total of Dolls, 16,000,000 8 
10 To ſtand againſt this, I find by the ſtatement from 7 
ut the wenns that the acceſſary appropria- FOOTE ' 
to tions for the preſent year is * | __ 5,400,000, | 
a. Befides which, there is a number of items not in- | | 
2 cluded, for which appropriations have been already 7 


LI 
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made, ſome of which are permanent, Firſt chere ia K2 
permanent expence yearly, of the intereſt and charges, - 
of the public debt, and domeſtic loans of about 9,800 006 
. which added to the laſt ſum makes an aggregate -f. 
In addition to this, there are a,number of articles, l e 
for which we have already. made appropriations: 

to wit. Fortifications, purchaſe of arms, military 

ores, &c, which will, amount to about geg o dolls. 
not included in that eſtimate, of which there will be 
_ wanting for the preſent year aboult 
| o this we mult add about 800,000 dollars, already" © * 
. appropriated, but not yet expe 175 for the naval eſta- 
bliſhment, and $00,000 dollars, for ſeveral miſcellane- | 
,0us objects; theſe together ares. 4398869 


1 a F . 4 q 13 1 

3 e The amount of theſe is Dolls. 13,389, 
p From this amount, after deduRing about a milhon' Sayer 
Included in this year's appropriations on account of the additional 
"army, but which cannot be expended during the'preſent year 7 we 
may therefore calculate the expences of the preſent year tobe at lea 
11,00, 00 dollars as already authoriſed by law, excluhve of the pre. 
"ſent navy, and therefore the expenditure will exceed the Teceipt of 
taxes a, million and an half, or two millions, and therefote the, whole 
amount of what we.are nowgoing to appropriate muſt ba paid from 
the loan which we have authorized the Preſident to make, The 
Joan which is now open has an intereſt offered for it of 8 per cent. 
It is not for us to ſay: whether this premium is too high or too law, 
but we muſt ſay it is of mush importance to, us if We are obliged to 
bor row money at 8 per cent. in order to ingreaſe our navy, and thus 
increaſe the bulk of our 1 debt. There can be no need of 
comment on this part, it is ſufficiently evident that a meaſure of this 
kind is very improper.: it. is Gp IGIEPT 1p prove that we ought not to 
80 into the expence of a navy under ſuch circumſtances, when that 
navy cangot be wanted for immediate uſe, and When we confider 
that the expence muſt be increaled in proportion to the premium ye 

muſt give for money. n Wn 
„Again, If we are to conſider this as a permanent eſtabliſhment, 
and at the ſame time our permanent reſources and compare it with 
ur permanent expenditure, it will ſhow that it is not proper dt this 
time to attempt the undertaking, I have ſhewed that the” revenue 

is 10 millions. Our permanent expences are as follows'; 
Civil lift, military, and other penſions, light hoüfes, © dollars, 
Algerine, contingent and miſcellaneous expences, © © © 1,000,000 

Permanent army expences Excluſive of the addition 


al army which have been voted, our preſent amp & 
conſiſting of 5013 men, has required an appropriation . 
Le ere ee eee 
The intereſt and charges of the debt we have be © 
tore ſoen ii „ èð ons — W —  ORITO 
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Ad to this dite ann! proportion of the deferred 8 x) 140 | 4 
devs 19 be pod inthe yeun 1803, it io ARA NF 


he keeping; vp uses med. providing l 1917 
1 . nd e of N ot, Rb Ws * 
. 5 an sds 4 11 N 300 
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' Thus tre faaither out deen pues will exceed prstent ver. | 
neous, helfur adiiine even if we ſhall diſcharge the additional army, | | 
and" i im mages ene e- eee phage ons . 
or „78459 . i 41k. 5; 
Ahe — vive as; die düse. Sup 


poſe we der 
2 the ny ex peices; it would lea ve the annusl amcant of or 1 
expences toi bo $,000;000- dollars, which is.exactty the amount of 
nt our rechnet entepn the land tax : this is brought forward to ; 
how tha the enpenee of ghe-nauprought e he charged ta the land 
tan, am thar- ab @ctoz expentes muſt e taken out of this loan. The 
queſthorb thun rocur e teu, whether: we ave to borrow money. at 
A deer er 5 — ene 
Nice ;keopiog mi Sedt may % mu ta 
tax. If theſa fs ate true, ii inal evidently form a congluſion chat 
it is innpo@ he a this time te build ſhips! fos which, we” y woe hay? , 
mediate demand: and at the fame tim We ſhould - cont dor that if. ? - 
v oho le thd:foimdetion af. A navy, , we khe not where: eit 
op: this we/tmay ehh from tte abuiety td abtein a large 
force Eh Sacretary of the Naw y has appaſed fix ſhips, vH be in- 
fuffrvidne; bb has retbended twwehge us indifpenſible 3: Gy; only 
urs now recommended by the commitites,. which will ſerve as-a8 
ntorigng: * bee increade: of oh⁰ navab force. If the. 5 
jech ista pepe uonſt nd comtaerte with tips. of; the | | 9 
— — wo wiſk-them in relation t the. fl „ 
of Europe com their eos ch our and the tronnagernt ver 
ben uſeil in iin trade. | Our rinddge/at praſent eee d, wy 
tion e Grezt:Beitain, and ppovichs- tothe wür didiexgoed- any 
except M, and Holland. - If wejjafe: bo have x davy im! forr 
pro — for 3ts protectiott agicealits νο the rule 
+ tis of whar i ulld by Baroptan pers, 10 have mam of ſhips 
:enue MY » ficient r oper whihi there in mut appear ther t li e uu of the 
by ie wild c found ſuſſcdone . put that it wuſt ue Inicteaſed 0 a 
lets, I fes grenvey- at, e ma don that wodld ttc 
2,000 eee roviacwr in te ts pay” thi ſcawene than mat. be eraphoyed. 
"A is our mevp:compaisl, with chat of Englang..: We find ab dhe sin: 
. WH the nay . the. Brit ih: | thele feen agas 
was raiſed one ſhilling: 833 bor ſeamen ate pi 
ſoVenteem dal lara per mimt, ther 
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Mr. G. ſaid he did intend to make ſome obſervations upon the'ex- 
penditore of Great Britain, in order to'ſliow that the expences gf 
their navy had always been far greater than the advantages derived 

from it, and he believed the fame of all other nations beſides Eng. 
land, and that they were merely raiſed up as inſtruments of power 
and not of neceſſity for commercial protection: but this would take 
ioo much time at preſeut, and therefore he would wave it. Beſides 
this we might conſider the x pence that a navy involves nations in, 
as creating a propenſity to war, which has always been the effect 
of navies, and from that view ſhould fee that a greater expence haz 
been incurred than ſaved.” Recalling to view the expences of the 
Britiſh navy for thirteen years, from 1776 to 1789 inclulive, making 
ſeven years of war and fix years of peace, we ſhall find it average 
about ſix millions of pounds ſterling a year. He would wiſh gen- 
tlemen from this view, ro conſider the rate at which our expences 
wilt be compared with that: the price of our ſeamen; being as three 
to one with thoſe of England: what kind of -expence-are we to go 
into, in order to cope with a navy like that of En ? [Suppoſe 
we are to have but a tenth part of that number, and-inſtead of 120 
ſhips of the line as poſſeſſed by England, we ſhould have but 12; It 
Would rake an annual of three millions of dollars according 

to the calculation made on the Britiſh navy, but when we confider 
we are going to pay nearly three times as much for our ſeamen, to 
what enormous ex we ſhall go | it Fenn: n:; SIO! 
We are now called upon, from -this view of things to know 
whether we will engage in ſuch an expenſive peace eſtabliſhment, to 
do which we muſt borrow money at a great rate, or increaſe out 
revenue to a far greater degree. It is faid that in order to have a 
large commerce, it is neciſſary to have a large nav yy. On: this 
ground we muſt view thoſe nations who poſſeſs large navies, to ſee 

-wherther their commerce floariſhes in proportion. Spain has a very 
conſiderabie armed force at ſea, but they have very little commeree: 

the amount of their tonnage compared with ours, is very 
cant, and yet they have the third naval force in Europe. Holland 
at one period; had a very ſtrong navy, but they gave it-up'; they 
ſound chat they could not ſupport the expence, but it is well known 
chat notwithſtanding this, their commerce was not affected in am 
"conſiderable degree: we know that they were the ſecond commer- 
<ial nation in Europe: chus although Spain has a more powerful 
-112vy, and Holland has given up part of her navy, yer Holland has 


far the greateſt commerce, and was the ſecond in Europe till they 
became a party in the war. But our local ſituation is very different 
from theirs: they being at war with Britain, their commerde is an. 
nihilated, becauſe they have the enemy at their very doors: ihe 
Britich are able to blockade all their port. 

From theſe conſiderations we muſt conclude, chat a navy is not 
abſolutely neceflary to protect our commerce, but that it is ouly 
a dcfire to become a powerful nation that will promote it, and 45 
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ways leads to à war, it is exceedin; y iaproper to enter inte 
ind moſt er at the preſent — 1 25 
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td. ined ut the ſvit of the United States, be referred to a ſelect a 
nittee, which was done accordingly. - 

A bill was v ed by Mr. S. Smith, foak the ts of 
commerce to eſtabliſh the e of officers employed in the 
collection of duties on * and tonnage, which, together with 
a petition of Wilkam , and others, and one from the 2 
of Boſton, was committed to rhe whole houſe, © 
A report was made by Mr. Foſter from the committee of claims 
on the petition of Seth Harding, which was uufavorable, and the 
houſe concurred therewith. _ 


A bill for the relief of Thomas Lewis, was read: a third time and 
paſſed, © 


tee roſe and the nn and ordered it to be en 
oſſed. 
” The | houſe went into. committee on the bill for purchaſing. er 


for naval purpoſes. The bill was agreed to, the committee roſe, 
and the houſe ordered it for a third reading. 


Mr. Hartley moved the reference of the ſeveral petitions for the 
repeal of the alien and ſedition bills, &c. to the committee of the 
whole houſe. They were committed for Monday. 

The houſe again went into committee on the Navy bill; the mo- 


ſhips, being under conſideration, | 

Mr. I. Parker hoped the amendment would not be agreed to, 
but be expreſſed an happineſs that the gentleman had not gone far- 
ther, becauſe heretofore he had univerſally oppoſed a navy and ève- 
ry part of it, but he was pleaſed that he had allowed the neceſſity 
of the ſix floops, and indeed yeſterday he allowed the navy had 
done ſame good, but he was not willing to admit of all the advan- 

tages which the committee did : he derived his concluſions from the 
rate of inſurance being lower to Europe than to the Welt-Indies, 
but that is owing to various cauſes, among which, one is that the 


to deſtroy the French privateers, indeed it is not their policy to 
deſtroy them, but leave them to take our merchant veſſels in order 
to exaſperate us agaiaſt their enemy: it is their policy to ſuffer our 


they have the double advantage of exaſperating us, and obtaining 
— e for recapturing. Thus it is true that our navy has not 

all the ſavings we have had, becauſe the Britiſh navy has 41 
bad, But ĩt be acknowledged that great benefits have ariſen 
from our w, if we confider how cr coaſt wap peſtered With 
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Mr. Bard mored that the petition of Robert "ROY a N a 


* | 
The houſe went into committee on the bill for the eflabliſhinent 
of Docks, and boal paſſed through without debate, the commit- 


tion of Mr. Gallatin to ſtrike out that Part which relates to 74 gun” 5 


Britiſh veſſels in the Weſt· Indies are moſtly large, and not fo able - 


veſſels to be taken, iu order that they may retake them, by which 


$ 


dace, beſides the adyantages of ſaving pur country from aſſault; thy 
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Freuen priyateers, nay onc-bf them eve ſtatiomed inf 
and there annoyed our trade y, and wok cur xefitts from 
our very rivers, but figte our thigh o war Have been cruiſing, we 
have heard of no ſuch depredations. He was happy Shegpasr'e. 
inan bad acknowledged ſome benefits, hut Mt F. f be Biff 4 
reſpecting the proportion of gd rie. being in l u 
very conſiderable. 
_ When we conſider e art ates 
merce of the United States, which at prefſevt is more. thay avy n- 
A except Great Britain, cnuld genttemen ſay that we 

ould give no aid to that great ſource of aur revenue, in-proiedting 
it ſafe to aur country, in the Joſs of which gar revenue ut mareri- 
aliy ſuffer. If we Jook to our commerce 20d eſtimate its volue, and 
at the ſame time conſider the expence of dr men, we ſhall fad 


that leſs money is beſtoed in tbe ſupport and proteQion: of this 
object i in our country, than in any whatever. - This protects the 


of our agricuture, and enables the farmer 0 fel his pro- 


deed, ſaid Mr. P. I am ſtruck with Gonifhmens that farther men» 
fares have not long ago been entered into meu 
worthy of attention. 
- Mr. P. then referred — of frames wagkeaiin da 
Britiſh navy, which he faid agreeable to tbe eſtimate of Lord -Chat- 
ham of 1000 men zo a ſhip of the line, would wake-7 413900 mes for 
the 141 Ghips of the line now in the Engliſh ſervice. Such a navy 
hoped we ſhonld never have, nor even to their tony 
nage of merchantmen, which was double to het cure wes-- The 
number of men in our ſervice will nor <xcerd 12, 00, 'the-expence 


of which would be very trifling compares. wich vhs roſes 2 
by the preſervation of their erage. -- 


It was aſked by the geatieman. whaber 3 
navy a permanent eltabJiſhment ur not: Mx. F. declared he fheuls 
not heſitate to confeſs his wiſh that ir might be made a permanent 
eſtabliſhment, and that a navy would be'valaghle ; be did net lay 
char in time of . peace he would with io keep ſo great an tahiti 
ment, bat it woald be neceflary to hold ſome of the moſt valu«ble 
officers io the ſervice. The gertlewen bad made a wrong igts- 
ment of the time a ſhip of the line would be fir fer ſervieg ; they 
would not even waut repairing in twelee years, aud would-be if 
for ſervice 40 or even 50 vers: emo Oy 
the Britiſh ſervice of that age. He obtained an eftimared 
the peace cſtabliſhmear, bat be ſoppoled it woald-not be very et- 
derable, for about 20 gr 30 men would- be ſuſſicient to whe cat of 
the veſſel, and preſerve. it from. damages, - Fhe gentlemen farvber 
complained that the wages was greater Than jn/Englond : it was &; 
bot not ſo much as he eſtimated- Their able bodied feate ch x3-thit 
time receive a guinea and an half per momb, and gur able ſeamth 
— —— ſeamen Have bus ana 
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we ſuppoſe to average aliout 14 dollars per 2222 A that he 

Eb ſeamen Hons, fd double the wages of Engliſh ſeamen, 
ber hive wettbt Suns ned. of obtaining ew, . there are no 
coerfive meaſures uſed here to force men — — 
ment, and he hoped there never would be, and therefore. we could 
rot expe to get them as cheap. as thoſe nations where that prac- 


tice exiſts ; he would rather pay them a little more wages than . | 


ſort co. it. But the price paid to them was not the only thing 
which demauded attention : it was to be remembered that after 
theſe men returned from a. cruizc they would ſpend their wages in 
ibe country, fo that the money actually returned to the boom of 
the country, and therefore it was obly.changing the property of 
the United States: into different bands, and not loſing it. By em- 
them in our ſervice, we prevent. dien from entering, on 
board: Britiſh ſhips, for there is not enough employ is agri 
for all our men, and therefore it is as 22 arte 
in our own ſervice. The agriculture of this country is very co 
derahle, perhaps enongh to ſapply a great part of Europe, and we 
have nothing to do with it bag 2o-fand bt btirvad, and this is our 
principal article of export. There is nothing that ought to go 
Land in hand fo mach as commerce and a navy ; commerce cannot 
be without a navy, it is by this that we protect our ſur 
plus of agricultural labors, and men who are intereſted in the ſup- 
port of agriculture oaght to be the ſirſt to encourage: he was ſur - 
that perſons of that ion did not ſee what was their in» 
2 hoped they would come forward, and acknowledge 
Ti the gotta fron Pennſylvania. that the navy has. done ſome 
under that impreſſion he hoped they would go 
rr It would be an ppy 
thing for the world if there was no ſuch ching as a navy, and 
we ſhould want none. But fince the powers of Eorope have got 
one, and in this have done as they pleaſed, we have alſo a right to 
do as we pleaſe. It would not only protect us at home, to be peſ- 
ſiled of a ſmall navy, but be thought it would be the molt effectual 
means ta keep us out of the wars of Europe, by preventing their 
depredations on our commerce: indeed there can be no method to 
preſerve our ſecority and promote our profperity but by a little navy, 
— contemplated by this bill, which is all our fuances wilt 
more veſſels would be uſeful. - Without fome 
levee of edis tarts: other nations would depredate on our coinmerce 
in the manner the Britiſh, as well as the French have done. We 
ſhould then be able to reſiſt ſach a (decree as the French hare 
lately paſſed, which we may with propriety call a declaration of 
war =gaialt the whole world; in aring all men pirates who | 
ſhould enter on board their enemies ſhips, and execuringchem pur- 
fant thereto. Whert pre the men chat would: not defend thens 
4 RF 7 
Mx. P. here read fome obſervationsoa the eſabſkaent of c 
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Further ſaid ke, the e 1 eee ſaid. that x we 
had no money, and therefore we were not to employ any means to 
protect our commerce, and put ourſelves in a poſture of defence a. 
gainſt foreign depredations : : no, ſaid the gentleman, if you do it, 
you will exceed your receipts by two million dollars. Mr. P. had 
no doubt but if we wanted them, which to him was evident, ways 
and means would be found to procure them. We had hitherto been 
able to obtain ſupplies for our cùrreut wants, without any incon- 
veniency. He 00 they had protected their frontiers againſt the in- 
curſions of the Indians, ind forced them to terms of 'accommo- 
dation: after that they had expended 1,200,000. dollars to feppreſs 
the Weſtern inſurrection; ſince that they had expended a confidera- 
ble ſum to accommodate differences with the Barbary ſtates, and yet 
found all thoſe expenſes borne, and he did not think they would 
fail in providing for the protection of commerce by a ſmall navy, 
and if ever the public debt was fifteen millions more than it now 
ſtands, he was fatisfied that our increaſing reſources would not leave 
us in difficulties on that head, but ſhould be able to pay it: the 
principal means to be able to 'do which, was to procure a navy 
_ ſufficient to bring our impoſts into our own n Uberabqer ks 
hoped the amendment would be negatived. 

Mr. Harper ſaid that the ſubje& of a navy had been ſo repeatedly 
diſcuſſed, and the obſervations had run ſo much on its general prin- 
ciples, that it would not be neceflary for him to ſay-any thing on 
rhe queſtion in that view, but asthe preſent ſtate of the country had 
been ſo often brought into view, he ſhould make a few obſervations 
in anſwer to ſome which had been made. It appeared to him he 
ſaid that the ſubje& of a navy divided itſelf into two heads, as the 
gentleman from Pennſylvania yeſterday ſtated : firſt; as to its uſe 

in affording protection to our country, and in that ke ſuppoſes it 
will after all be extremely inadequate to its object: the ſecond is 
to protect our commerce: this laſt, the gentleman has with much 
learning, but influenced by a total forgetfulneſs of hiſtory, and ſacts, 
gone into an extenſive view of. The gentleman proves that a n 
any -poffible- navy that could be contemplated by this country 

| ould be ĩneffectual, becauſe he ſays there is but one maritime pow- 

IF | er in Europe which has been able to offer protection to ita navy, 
j but he ſays that though that power has reigned: miſtreſs of the ocean 
| for theſe hundred years, yet the ſavings by protecting their com- 
merce have not equalled the ex which it has produced. But 
he forgot that not * the ſafety of her commerce ed on 
N the uavy of England, but her very exiſtence - let independence, for 
without it ſhe would have long ago been made a prey to the rapa- 
cCious power of France, to which ſhe muſt have become a colony. 
It was not owing to her population, for that never amounted to 

) much more FF 
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« Wh ot her ne that is far inferior to the- French ; what 
chen has preſerved her independence ? Noxhing but her naval pow- 
er: this has enabled her, while herſelf kept the navy of France in 
o we, to bring forward: the military force of Germany to check the 
overbearing ambition of France: Thoſe two nat ĩous have more mili- 
5 tary, marine, commercial, and re * reſources, than any two 
4 nations in the world n 

By this ſhe has brought Apes to herſelf and her friends,” for 
had it nor been for the commerce of England, ſhe would have fallen 
firſt, and the powers on the continent afterwards, but on this very 
. eccount ſhe is able to ſtend unparalleled. It is a poor paltry con- 
5. cufion to talk about a ſmall tant of money which ſhe has | expended; 
© Wl compared to the great advantages derived. If the gentleman was 
„ Wh zot lo determinately A to the principle ag he appeared to be, 
„ Mr. H. believed he would be the laſt man in the world to draw the 
conclufion he had formed. 1s it a trüth which he can belieye, that 
becauſe we Ne opp ole a na 17 45 ro the greateſt maritime powers, 
we ſhould not have the means for preventing pur on harbours he- 
ing blocked up ; X we ſhould not bindet. , Privateers from coming | 
into our. very bays? Ts 1 it reaſonable; becauſe a man cannot lie in a i 
palace, that, he ond refuſe. to take his family into a comfortable - 
houſe, but inferior i in point of dignity 2, "Becauſe à man has not 2 * 
the comforts of life, ould he refuſe: thoſe which he can obtain 

Sir, the difference CREE detenpe an ſolute, dominion, co = 
iutes the difference Saha that geptlemay's arguments and truth. | 
We do, nat deſire to rule the SM * eh no views ik to pro- ij 
tect our commerce and country from i nu 1250 Injury. The gen- | 
tleman 122 that we can never hope for 3 greater navy than 
Spain, who has ng commerce, or than Holland who hag long given 
it up. | What, obliged Holland to give up her na- y Not a went | 
of money. Although, her fituation and reſources. wars nothing-to _ | = 
what ours axe, yet ſhe ſtuck to her navy, and was ſole arbitrets of 49 
the north, and though. not miſtreſs of the ocean, was at eng time = 
able to put an hook in the noſe of the maritime ſtrength of even 9 
Britain herſelf: with a Jutle aſſiſtance from France, the was able to = 
keep in check the Britiſh navy; But What Was it ruined Holland? = 1 
It was the land wars which the overbearing genius and military N 
pride of William III. aided by that of Lewis XIV. of Frauce: her -. 8 
land vas ruined and her reſources by forming dangerous alliances. 14 i 
Had ſhe dene What we want to do— turned all her views to her 1 
navy, and diſregarded any land wars, > ſhe would not even ar this 1 
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miſt do: no fir, we are 


have the Atlantic between us, and their richeſt commerce Ricws cloſe 
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496 dre not at the door of England; we are not obliged, in order t 


preferve ourſelves from deſtruttion, to keep up a fleet 3 or any 
way able to cope with the maritime power of as Mala 
from the — force of 


e 
ſufficient to combat the 


N for IN of her imme 


advantages which no other power ſes, 55 N her richeſt 


commerce paſs by our doors, and t. refore ſuch a navy 2s. Holland 
Row dee enn the n which ws 8 N ever 


As to the navy of Spain not Are her 1 we 
te attribute it to har total want of ſpirit, and vet of power: her 
apathy has made hey to ſubmit to the jon 4 5 5 
we know. that ſhe has a number of of ſhips, but of what. uſe ate the 
* ſhe the ſpirit of ather nations, would [er fleet ay / 
r id months in port, without daring even to v oture out 7 Spain 
been 2 great nation, but. ſhe has ceaſed; to be ſo. We know 
that now they- are an humb tool iu the he hands of the Diicfto 
Ty, and bebe to their Will. It the navy ot Spain was in the hands 
American ſeamen, or Britiſh either, it woul be 4 formidable ma. 
ritims force. The difference in our jocal gtuatiotr with at of the 
of Europe, is effential ir this chat we ure af d Eiſtance 
from their ſtrength, white they are at che r of "each other; we 


by-us, and therefore we ca#:40 with -# ſtall wavy = much as they 
enn do with a lerger, our fituation giving us the advaritages of muri. 
time Rremgih. We are a nation compoſed of fin millions of people 
Hollan& of only x million and an half,'or fever tfiore than two tit 
Hons, —and yet that handful of people hes deen able to cotend with 
the powers of Europe, and (tikdoes thaitftain a navy which would 
be fully ſufficient for us, She is now fus phying France with 95,000 
men, ſhe is tripped of all her trade, 1 quent 6 duties tiere on. 
and in this impoveriſhec ſtate ſhe keeps up h Shauld- not 


Wo be able to ſupport a ITE, whole —  inextaſing bt 


19: 


and alt former. example ? 1 44 
What is the: navy of Fortagal 7 It ig 
2 yet what is Pottugal compared to 
a ſchool boy compared be u giant, and yet they maittyith as mu 


eee 
United States, E ig be 


navy a2 we Any Though her pow er is vot ſuſfiaiem o 


with many other nations, yet her nov gives ber a teſpeRability. 
which ſhe could not have without ity, "by which ſhe maintains Be. 
among che iaak of natiass.; 


We hall: pow, recut. t the aiticle of, Ex pence, "pies which | 
3 premiſe that it is the cheapeſt, protection to our commęreg i 
ang farce. The gentleman tells us that theaverage-ex pen” 

of tht Britiſh davy uſed to * ſix millions Herling per ànrum. 


F 
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oY N. ſaid he was not. of the opinion of his Suess that it 
was perf Bun. becauſe the money merely ſhifted hands: he 
conſidered this as 2 


erlous thing, althoagh it was thought a trifling 
circumſtance, as the money was to be ſpent in the, United States. — 
Was it of: no conſequence that money ſhould be dran from the labo- 
rious hand of our citizens e opinion was that. this was à matter 
of the utmoſt conſequenck, and that it - was à dangerbus thing to 
keep too much money in the hands of the government. He believed 
his colleague was not merely influenced to his own opinions, for in 
his view the drgiinients of that gentleman were rather an oljecion - 1 
to the eſtabliſhment than otherwiſe. - This meaſure would certainly 
exaſperate Britain on the one handy aud ruin ourmftion, whilt on 
the other, it may carry your government beyond where you with it 
to go, and from this double elkect, ech * which were I - 
to our intereſt, it was im 
The gentleman. from — 1 ſome ſtatement on ths 
ſubject of revenue, which was very ſimilar to that made by. the 
gentleman from South Carolina this morning. He however cohfin-= 
cd his eſtimate to the expences of this yer: but if we are to prepare 
for a war of ſeveral years, it is not enough for: us to enquire be“ 
ther there Will be a balance upon the - proviſion which is made for 
the preſent year, but we malt: look two or three years forward to 
ſee whether: agreeable to dur means we can bear the expence. Mr. 
N. ſaid he had made a ſtatement of the increife of -expences which 


our government would acquire in the. years 1860; 180 and 190 
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Additional do. Ne e 3 „5 - 2,500,000 
Annual fupport of the NM ($56 75 5 40000 0600 
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— have whe got. — — 
to be neceffary for bur drfence, for there is but half the vomber of 
74's in this ftatemtnc which was tetummkbuded by by OR 
the oavy. When theſe things are conſidered; it miſt apphar 
getnientn onght to tip inbre they dre 0d not bagin ws tbl. 
ment to increaſe expenſes for an object whith is not neceſſaoy; chjc- 
cially for preſent defence; this is really acknowledged, by the 
vote given the other day for an Appropriation to timber 
i is not for prefent fafer y, bat for a future eltabliſhmedr that 
men are-abbut to give their vote. * at may we expect — 
ef this bill vill he? Is it not in lGratng dar coontey'? Job 


not crippling other exertĩons th prevent any attack 
5. 75 
* 


— get a fleet to protect the coantry, aid ther 
iato the expenditure of your money to pre- 
3 or repel an invaſion 
If theſe ſhips were not Ge ina Us, which they could not 
bets er they could not be compleated for perhaps or three 
ee if ſo, Mr. Nicholas ſaid, he would alk gentlemen to 
attend to the ery of building ſhips at this time, Shen} ye 
acknowledged y thin was at a moſt .exborbitant 
would it not os has, to begin this buſineſs in time 
ele veffels are to be provided for another war, vie of peace! 
ny wait till the preſent war is over, when you would not only 
able to raiſe money eaſier, but you would be able to expend your 
money to much greater advantage, for almoſt every article that 
will be wanting is at a mach higher rate than they will be at that 


The rate | of ſeartien's wages is exceſſively high. N. 
month, is much hi 9 expet to pay in time of 
and che price of money at intereſt is nearly double to what Jill 
be then, and therefore if geutlemen Walt for that time; they 
AF „ with 
much leſt diſadvantage ; its expence is now ſo exiormibth fit be 
wondered gentlemen 1 the menſurr, eſpecially when 
they Rad given no good reaſon to go into it. He was of 

A N Beer would be found uſeful, bat if erer ĩt would be proper, 
this was © very improper time to cater into it, W 
would tor prevail, 
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b part relating to * 1 
of war. He ſaid hg was fully W ole we bad ficient {mall . 
65 Wl reflects baile, and building, Jo# if it ſhould appear to E govern- f 
ment that more were wanted, it could always obtain then Fooe the 9 
o0⁰ merchants for the ſervice, but this was not the caſe with large 4 
ood Wl xeflels ; no merchant would attempt to build a ſhip of the fize of [ 
7000 148 therefore if hy muſt be had, government thuft build 
000 total number of veſſels now i the ſervice” was 39, 
* ch he thought was # number quite de for our trade in the 
. the atone a. Me dr 
Ag amplin o xt, his judgment 
_ competition with that of rhe Secretaty of the navy, w 19 1 
14 . opigion that theſe ſmall veſſels were inSipeataby ry fr 
25 WY preſent uſe. He wiſhed” ts Khow whether fe 22 
um e re 1h. 
"WH voce for 3 ? 
0.57 ws faid, be had ds he pot te ages - the 
— building of the 1 Wie ips to carr 2 lefs that ich, vpon 
1 the . ye bag 'betor detaſled, TH bear 6f 
* . clafs, cou rnithed by prerchanrs, 9505 rune, th tel t & 
18% 72 ee i fe was of 6 inion, there were a fl cien 
= hips, nearl; at burthen, ready built aud fark he 
"On hd ted F 5 ty fours, 9 5 
le was naw nec ith, a hope | 
oy aa: voor th yh ro DE TD be Ha minke "vol We al- 


ſo be to. 10 * 75 1 1 55ey har, Fares : . 
urs, de with the war built 2 buĩ ing, 4 5 | 
1 a defence * N coaſts, 10 af give har? protection 
commerce, which the coyimercial intereſt 2 to none 

ty. W- . he Nee not follow the gentlemen in r argaments 
force of 7 50 Tarfons, a5 be thought them 
icable ta this country, a and aid he, alt we have ro * 
"neceflary force for gay. _ and er the ajd 
tent e to commerce, ta 8 ation the 
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a; 36 340 _ 
N 260 
9 FR 220 
3 20 , 160 
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5 If the whale is agreed to as contemplated by the 
bill, the number required will bee 
? ſhips of 74 gu0s, 650 men each, 
6 3 


vg the 
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He made this calculation ro ſhew if the whole was agreed to, 
what number of men would be required to man the ſhips of war, 
and if it would not be thought we were going too far, in the pre- 
ſent fitnation ef affairs, however, if the majority of the houſe thot 
it moſt adyiſcable, be ſhould give up his opinion, in hopes that the 
commercial gentlemen would agree with him in cauſing an addi 


— 


culture. 


tional tax on commerce, which would not extend to that of agri- 


Mr. Joſiah Parker hoped the gentleman would not be led nor 
driven in his vote on this ſubject to any concluſion but what might 


ö be dictated by bis good ſenſe, but that he would be drawn to con- 


ſider that as he had agreed to the larger ſhips, the ſmaller were as 
neceſſary to go in the protection of our Men · India trade, for there 
they could be of eſſential ſer vice, becauſe the French have no force 
there that will exceed thoſe of the United States. This, be Taid, 


would relieve our larger veſſels, which could be ſent as convoys to 
eur European merchaut veſſels, for which purpoſe our trade bad 
lately been forced to employ Britiſh veſſels, 3 


* 
- 


Hie was ſurpriſed at the gentleman's ohjection og account of the 
want of men: theſe ſix veſlels would not take more than 600 men, 

which could not materially diminiſh the ſtock of our. ſailors, elpe- 
ally when it was conſidered that we have the very belt nuricry 
' for ſeamen in the world: we bave beiter opportunity to procure 


ſeamen than any other nation upon earth, Our coaft is very 
five, and the voung men who reſide near the fea, take 


exten - 
great delight 


in a ſea- faring life: the ocean is their corn field. From their uſe 


ro the water, and the mana 


ent of our ſmall craft, they very 


ſoon become able ſeamen, and capable of any employ on board. — 


Indeed it is im 


ble to ſay what number of ſeamen there are i 


the United States. But we may fafely conclude that there are 


enough for our ſervice, for we never hear of the numerous ch 


veſſels wanting men. 


The motion was pcgatived. 
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| Saturday, February 


e to r fro ade on imports 
and tondage, was read and paſſed. 


A report on. the petition of Bernard de la "Marduk, claiming pa pay 


2 


* 


for ſervices in the army during the war, was made by Mr. D. Fol 


rer, which was unfavorable to the petitioner, and to which the 
houſe agreed. 

The bouſe went. into a committee on the report of the com- 
mittee of claims, on the petition of Stephen Sayre, which was 
unfavorable to the petitioner. The circumſtances of this claim 
are, that Mr. Sayre being at Paris,. was requeſted to go with 
Mr. Commiſſioner Lee as Secretary to Berlin, for which be claims 
compenſation ſuitable thereto ; part of which he had received. — 
This claim was firſt brought before the houſe in 1793, and was 
once reported upon favorably by the committee of claims, but 


in the houſe the report was diſagreed ro. The claim underwent 


conſiderable debate, and was ſupported upon the propriety and juſ- 
tice of the claim, by Meſlrs, Dayton, S. Smith, Varnum and Brooks, 
—And oppoſed on the different grounds of deficiency in the ap- 
paces 4747 and on the credit of the examination and determination 
it by a former houſe—by Meſſrs. Craik, Macon, Gallatin, 
Bayard, D. Foſter, Griſwold 5 Gordon. The committee roſe. 
The queſtion to concur with the report of the commintee of claims 
was negatived, and the houſe concurred therewith, _ 


Mr. Harper then propoſed two reſolutions in conformity thereta, 


for allowing the claim, when Mr. Grifwold moved to refer them 


to the committee of claims: this was negatived, 35 to 32. The re- 


W were therefore left to lie on the table. 
5 Adjourned. 
\ February. 11. 


4 * 


and on the queſtion for its. paſſing, 

Mr. Eggialton rr bepe of changing 
the vote of any member by any thing he could ay in in oppoſition to 
this bill, but he conceived it his duty o offer his objed&ions as a 
reaſon for the vote he was about to give. He was oppoſed becauſe 
3 — * had already been done in this kind of protection, 

er from any invaſion, and the inabilny of theſe 
— to afford bo aid contemplated in caſe of that event, which 
he did not a 


to our commerce agaĩnſt any depredations to which it had been ex- 


poſed. But he did not think the preſent ſtate of our finances, would 


at all juſtify the expenditure of any more money than was already 
authoriſed. This he thought had been fo. ably proved by his col- 


league (Mr. Nicholas) and the gentleman from Pennſylvania, that 
it would be unneceſſary to take it upon that head, uolefs it was de- 


termined to reſurt to new "loans and new taxes, which would be 


An engroſſed bil}, for the a0gmenration of the navy, was read, | 


He believed the veſſels built, and building, 
which would be in the ſer vice, were ſufſicient to afford protection 
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9225 means of defence which we have! formerly 5 239d with fok 
$: our militia will be ſofficient to prdtett 2. Sint all attempu 
that can be made. Our i 1 pcreaſing DN ataon ill be a A pris ro 
1— — from dangers of of tity fort. Tafery and, pool 
not be on a nayy, a8 the e Foe from oy = — 
poſed, when he drew, the riſon een us a) 

tuation af that iſland ay entre, rar 3 

80 an invaſion, ſo much talked 42 
N we ou ut not to reſort io to a 


five * and 
epel the evil feared * 


inſt the teri fo B x 3 
he brought to the waſte of ſo much * blood and treaſure, | 
motives of ambition, as the government of England h 
yet the nayal power of — nation was called up for our ene 
He hoped we never ſhould be precipitated' into their fallies, 
and miſeries. He rather hoped the advice of the former Pref 
would be attended to on this ſabjeck. The peatleman from 
Carolina referred to the advantages which Holland obtained 
navy. A leſs fimilar nation could not have been produced. 
Hou their ſtraĩtened territory, were obliged to keep up-a-navy 
was well known that were obliged tb build their Sent A 
the water: while we have an extenſive territory, on which 0 
gers of invaſion can ariſe, | for he did not believe that any nation 
; would way cOgage in ae 88 TRE gratleman gt as val 
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he "did Wer ele ve, nbr 
ift chin this ety coals ever be 
| de Atteinpted otileſs it was 
t fiperforir 2 4 Laſt War 
et Brian, ind nene bit fach a na- 
faccels. If Werefbre I; was to be arrempred 
6er in Erde, of bat fe could our H 
: For Jefeiice ; tb, defence 
h the people themſelves. He believ d chat the | 
t dy the Britifh the lun 
tlie world in Ker favy, Faled when We had no 
natibn from ever gen making the attempr. 
He 5 not . 97 . Hentlemen were ſeri- 
hecive it peſble ar ſome time, yet he 
Ra it at prefent, ud not ſeeing, that dan- 
e of money to this ob- 
Ne. a nibre 11 nr pur poſe. As to 
har Has * one 2 teſt br Hollan "0 very argument A | 
5 * it is not applicable to us. Mr. G. faid he was to 
rag fron South Carolina that his obſervarions in rela- 
* 8 vffects of a navy Upon commerte, was a mere ſchool boy - 
cilctarioh: aud not at all becoming à ſtateltpan, otherwiſe he mould 
couſider It in 2 Afferent point of view, and that the Britiſh nation 
owed thieir very Exiſtence to a navy, and that by it ſhe was preſerv- 
ed from thoſe Wars that deſolated other parts of Ak Now, 


were I 


for thei 
So far as that goes, their_intereſts are connected, and ſo 
only would the farmer be intereſted in the naval protection of 
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Not at all. Let him, pole ont any nation, taking thoſe countrie; 
'out of view, where a navy has given a propottiogaty conpare, 2 
We ill now go to another country; the Hank . 9 Hom: 
"pare them with Sweden and Bean and Ru 
towns had a preity powefful armed force at * but ng rd 
commerce would not anſwer the expences of Leping op a fleet, and 
therefore they prudenily dropt i it altogether: ve not pow 2 
fingle gun boat. © Sweden and” Denmark” have * navie,, 
but what is their commerce? Metely trifling. Ruſſia has a large nz. 
vy, and no commerce at all, The Hanſe Towns have a comiherce 
twice as large as thoſe three nations together, and an hundred times 
as large as Ruſſia alone, Thereſote I am7ight, from theſe examples, in 
ſaying that a navy is not generally an inſtrument of proteftion, but 
of power,” There can be no doubt but the x ts of | 
ue have excited Hanburgh to have kept up a navy if they « 
but Hamburgh knew that to pay a fleet to proteft them would 
Anſeret. Germany enjoys the benefit of the nr thoſe fown, 
for though” en in a continental War a; 
any other nation. yet they carry on their commerce by means of 
thoſe towns, without any injury. Hamburgh is well aware that her 
commerce would be armihilated the moment ſhe enters into à war, 
and therefore ſhe avoids the occahon. He Taid be had not heard the 
whole of this war the commerce of 'Hambu had been materially 
elfected in any er degree than that of afl neutral nations,” not 
more that 88 or Ka . bo have fleets. | 
» In relation to Holland; it is well known that their fleet aroſe From 
| Hheir local fituation : when that country was firſt, io fakt, 2 
they cartied on at the ſame time commerce and war with 
hole of their merchantmen were armed, and by them they n 
xd conqueſts in the Eaſt- Indies; whenever they ſent veſſels abroad 
they might make ſome conqueſts, r 
merce. They then became powerful, and 
 weeight 2gainſt the power of England, aud even attempted 
quer that navy; but they found Bow ety em op ane #1. 
were compelled to drop their navy, and from the time of the treaty 
of Utrecht, never have been fo ſtrong at fea, Now, what is heir 
naval force? are never out more than about two weeks toge- 
ther. During this war they have ſent two fleets out, the one” was 
taken at the Cape of Good Hope; the other as ſqon as it left their 
harbors. * They are now, from their blockaded ports, as though they 
hai no my; it dares not proteſt their commerce. What then is 
the objett of commerce with them ? While they are at war, it is 
annihilated, and while at peace it has ſo conſiderably failed that it is 
not to be compared to what it was 100 years ago, and yet they have 
2 navy. Their commerce does nat diminiſh in proportion to her 
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and examine our fituation, what is it? We have bad no navy, no 
protection to commerce, and yet gur trade has increaſed during the 
war to a much greater extent than we could have ex petted, and yet 
have been harrafſed by two nations in ſucceſſion, and who bave con- 
ſidered they were not to be bound down by the law of nations: both 
the Engliſh and the French have thus trampled upon our neutrality ; 
and notwithſtanding all this, what has been our fituation ? Why 
year after year our expoits and imports have increaſed. As he had 
ſtated before, it roſe. to the great ſum of 61 millions of dollars, not- 
withſtadding all the depredations, and the fall which our produce 
had experienced; and the increaſe could be for no other reaſon 
than becauſe we are out of the war. He thought that if gentlemen 
would compare the price of a navy, and the profits from trade, they 
would find a nayy to coſt more than the clear profits of commerce 
put together, - "thoſe profits were unequally divided between 
the merchant and the farmer, for while the farmers paid more, they 
received leſs, and finally that it was a ſure means of involving a na- 
tion in a war, in proportion to the magnitude of that navy. He be- 
lieved if we had had a navy in 1799; when the firſt depredations on 
our commerce commenced, we ſhould have been before now parties 
in the war, connected with that fide which moſt ſuited our views. 
On that view of the ſukjett, we are not to,confd:r the amount of le- 
gal captures and condemuat ions, but the immenſe loſſes our com- 
merce mult ſuſtain if vr were actually engaged in the war. This 
amounit is beyond the power of our calculation, 1 
Is Each the price of protection is the total amount of ber im- 
menſe : It is Ea little conſolation to us to be told that England 
has ſpent more by land than by ſea : it is her navy that bas involved 
ber in continental wars. While the induſtrious manufacturer, has. 
labored for his maintenance, the government have laid their hand 
upon the fruits of his induſtry, and applied all the wealth of the 
country to ſupport her navy and army. 3 
The houſe would remember, Mr. Gallatin ſaid, that from the 
ſtatements drawn up by the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
Virginia, and himſelf, which did not materially differ from each 
other, . two fats were maintained: firſt that this fleet was to be 
built and ſupported out of the produfts. of the loan; and ſecondly, 
that the pI eſtabliſhment muſt depend upon the land tax that was 
laid on country laſt . n 
Theſe facts were not * Firſt, the preſent expenſes were to 
come out of the loan. This, he faid, led him to the ſubjett of the loan 
which had been | which was to conſiſt of five millions, of 
dollars, to be paid for at the tate of 8 per cent intereſt, redeemable 


in 10 yeats: that is, we are to borrow money at 8 per cent to bude 
ſbips which cannot be put in commiſſion for two years, and perhaps _ 
rot during the wat, and_therefore-it 15/preſumable that they are 
wanted for à purpoſe which is not a ed., But with reſpett to 
the loan, as the. propoſitions were . publiſhed, he would not befuate 


to declare his opinion that the rate was tco high, for he believed the 
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among ourſelves. 1555 we were ziving an Enormoug —— of 
elt, out of the count N and à plying it to an obj bett not veel 
If this bill was not to be paſſed, it would be unneceſſary to make tho 
loan for more than a million and an half of Wr. for the preleni 
ear: but to go a little fatther, 29d repeal the bill paſſed laſt ae 


for raiſing an additional ſtaydin; army, the loan would vot be ne- 


ceſſary at all, as ten millions would defra U the other expences— 
The gentleman from South Carolina 1 (Mr. ] arger faid that we pay 
more than the Britiſh miniſter "for intereſt, He believed that a- 
bout 6 per cent was the bre paid there, "but there va ob ta 
material difference : they only paid Were a yeerl 2 l > 50 
Was never contemplate 'to reduce the debt. Tee 
er get into that fituation, © They pay 6 5 cen Penk is 12 
3 per cent ſtock, and they eve mean farther, Hut * 
506 Th ey did pay 8. per cent qt conctyſion are we to: ne 
= Ke dr we to do 155 fame? * hs thould be, ig argument of dur 
co 
It ſhould be recolletted that when this ficet is created; i it mult be 
_ {ſupported in time of peace as well as war, Le had betore mention 
0 Mak vo eſtimate had been given of the peace cable, of the 
; but he could ſhow that if OY, went on with the flept, the i 
3 of debt that muſt take s ſappoſe'ſt was not 10 alt for 
More than four years, it would neceffary 0 make the 4 tax ⁊ 
permanent one, therefore he was right in fayiog that t the - artet * 


The gentleman from Seat Carolina had told the houſe that'0 

polaton was jncrealing in ſuch a ra 2 eb? Need we might, wy 
out being frightened edolitite e 8080 of 10, 20, 57 gd 
lions of” 9 to pur dept, 7 what we now cou der ar} ON; 
few years will be nothing? Thus we ag ke make ou Tous ealy 


tion, and not of manufsctures or agriculture,” Mr, G. really 
credit to the gout eman's candor! it Was A tut that this naval Etta. 
blithment could not be co Wee plated at an Expence, lels than 20 oF 
Be 4 millions of doltars, ''We'have had ſtate ments of the ex 


preſent year, and alſo fot three ſurcerding. ni 10 250 4 
'the 


that Ar adyaticed by the friends of the meafure, Sg! 
. would coſt no I tan was ergy thou b b 

uld far exceed that eſtimate; he had G a e 
creaſe of er pence in on W 
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OAT AG e 75 i Ft 170 ber the year 1 5 5 2 7 y 
"This. 9 TY our . amount o „ SOD. 
. Our 0 reyenue being 140,00. 0 


Therefore dag by exceeds that fam, myſt be provided for by 
new loans. From the ſum of 4 9 ug, maſt } 3 dedufted 2.900, 
999 dollars, wg will be pai: he. Dutch : this leaves the 
ayal increaſe. of debt tg amount to 17, 17 1175 for thoſe four 
years only, and therefore wk the eſtabliſhment is to laſt but 4 years, 
Ind the col * 1 di ſubmitted to 15 aur revenue remaining as 
at A1 v3 by ave ay increaſing debt of ſoventeen millions and 
"adi This cannot be denied: or refuted. Rut this is 
pL are told that we ſhall be able to bear M1 No doubt 
a We 2 not without difficulty, We are told A 4 ſhy 
tages any other MR, I know that we 
den Brig, TR ar 1 but do we pay leſs than . e | 
tians did at aur avg 7 The, nayy. of Great Britain has hery . 
— 2 ſhed, A, 9.3 ih at of France. 150, and that of Hol 
wy us this eſtablimment is juſt begun. If we 
cn oe r our po W tq he but 20 years, it is not Mloniſh- 
ng that We My leſs. than thoſe nations; but we cannot ſuppoſe, if 
e foſſow then ſteps, that we ſhall have leſs to pay in a few youre 
preſent - revenue to the general gavernment is ten millions : 
Rats gayeraments in poor rates, &c, dec. we may eſtimate two 
millions 2 This upon the | propgriipn of 4 miions. of- taxable 
es an AVETA 
a 4 1 the able financier of F 1ance, under the ald ad» 
e . ile eſlimated the average of tan 
Fe to — VELA dallars an each taxable inhabitant, 
The ameynt af taxes in ay py . be ſaid, was 1 millions ter, 


Was, the number. before the war, But from the 1 14 e wealth 
ny nation, — are. able to. raiſe taxes with leßß gppreſßop agree: 
their poppy Rep, than, moſt nations. He belived the ſum. now 
8 States was as much az cquld be raiſed with con- 
LOIN wy a tue, could be raiſed, but thoſe already, were 
felt with conſiderable welght.. Ia the interior of the 'mi le "fates, 4 
the A OCT ſpecie was d [wall, that it was with difficulty enpu 
it capld. be. FEA at preſent to pay the taxes, and therefore they | 
are Opp R.: 14 Were Nl * pay, they wiſhed to-fup- | 
Par QSAR Rs bu cannot pay. This is the cafe with people 
Who gapngt be DEED e * difor apizers, but ſome of my 
warmed} friends of government. He was. latished that in the coun- 


uy where he lived, the amount. of the direct jax would take more - 155 
l Wan . handy! an they bad ng e of paying. 


Having e che manper in which the money which was to | 


be applied: * * r TX. to be. Wal Mr, Gallatin aid in * 
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3 dollars, per annum for esch inha- 


- divided hetween $ millions of ar b.l W ape 5 . 
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| involve us, as they had done other nations, in 
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third place, agreeable to his propoſition he would examine another 
objeft of the havy, which he believed was'a favorite one with 
gentlemen on that floor: to wit, an increafng of power. A ne 
as been made a great inſtrument of power ſo far as relates to the 
3ncreale of office : it is made the means of extending and increafing 
the influence of government alone: if that is neceflary; To far « 
might be ſaid to be uſeful. But, He ſaid, what he meant chiefly,re. 


15 


lated to power abroad, The principal uſes of a navy Had general! 


been in this relation, either to protett foreign coliiies, or M68. 
creaſe the weight of 2 nation in a political view, © So far as it telats 
to colonies, it cannot relate to us, for we have none, and he hoped i 
would be a policy ever adopied by this nation never to defire any, 
he hoped we never ſhould extend our bourids beyond our 6wn cb. 
nefted poſſeſſions, With reſpett to the Archipelago of "Americs 
the Weſt-Iadia Iſlands, he hoped. this countty would never Teek to 
obtain more than a trade there, but never to poſſeſs any, for as fare 
as we did, fo ſure we ſhould fall into the wars conſequent on ſuch 
poſſeſſions, But he would aſk whether the moment we were in pol. 
ſion of a navy, it may not be made an argument for the conquet 

of ſome colony from our enemy, if we had any ? He con 
tEis-bill, fo far as it was made an inſtrument of power, ſo ri 
would tend to defeat the other objett which is avowed : ſo far as it 
tends to involve us in a war, fo far it fails to prote& our commerce; 
ſo far as it attempts to regulate the political balance of: Europe ; fo 
far it will have the ſame effeft. One effekt it is Certain to have, 
of fea- 


"which muſt injure commerce, that is in its raifitrg the wages 


men, unleſs recourſe be had to an expedient which he hoped never 
to ſee uſed —imprefiment : be did not believe that would _— 
ed at the preſent time. The higher the wages of feamen is, the 
profit will ariſe from our trade, e EIN 
Mr. G. then proceeded to confider the manner in which 2'navy 
might be applied as an inftrument of power. He believed indeed 
that this was the moſt favorite object with the ſupporters of the bill, 
He would not dwell on the manner in which it could be applicd to 
increaſe executive influence and power at home by the increaſe of 
officers and contraftors, by the 5 b 
penditure of money it would give riſe to. meant only to Tpeak 
of the navy as an inſtrument of abroad. And it a to 
him that it had been applied for that object by other nations either 
as the means of acquiring or protetting colohies, or in order h in. 
creaſe their weight in the general ſcale of nations 
As to the colonies we had none, and he hoped that it would never 
become the policy of the United States, to ſeek for wealth and pow- 
er in the conqueſt of foreign poſſe ſſions, which would moſt 
wars an 
incalculable wafle of money. Mr. G. hoped that faticfied with the 
cultivation of our immenſe territory,” with the improvement of our 
domeſtic manufaftures, and with the commerce of the colonies of 


ors. 
d q 


4 = - | 4 d * ö © = : f 
European nations, we ſhould never attempt to become their oF 
"4. 5 1 „ — 2 OY r e | 


„ern pd SHS FN 2 8 Tas 


„ ad Lan. > 60 


eee eee n neee nr 


- PROCEEDINGS, _ _ 423 


are however, merely as an inſtrument nerally of. con- 
and power, 2 navy has 2 lendency to defeat its objett as a pro- 

. for commerce, by inducing us to take a ſhare in Eut 
ving that commerce of che immenſe advantages deriv- 
ed From | froth 54 nor enn it be deemed” unimportant” that every 
. g the wages of ſeamen on board mer- 
chant a materially to injure. commeice or at leaſt to 
render its advantages tefs beveficial to the farmer and conſumer. 


But.in —— manner is this navy to be applied in order to give us 


; weight 3 in the. ſcale of nations p And what ate the gen- 
eral political of tha ſuppoꝛters of this new'eſtabliſhment ? 
As an inducement to paſs this bill we are told on this floor; that the 
navy of Great Britain has enabled her to aſſume the-firſt rank among 


the nations of Europe, and above all to curb the ambition of France. 


From higher authority we have heard that it is a moſt defirable ob · 
jett to prevent that relapſe of Ba bariſm with which now that nation 
threatens Europe. And at the opening of the firſt ſeſſion of this 


— the Prefideptof the United States told us, It is a hatural 


icy for a nation that fludies to be neutral, to conſult with other 
nations engaged in the ſame ſtudies and purſuits,” Will not now: 


the converſe of that propoſition be ſupported ? Will it pot be ſaid, 
that * It is a natural policy for a nation that ſtudies nov to be neu- 


tial to conſult with other nations engaged in the ſame purſuit,” 


And if the impreſbon of the firſt ſentiment an embally to 
Pruffia on will not our adminiſtration, under their preſent 3m- 


ns, though this navy is the ſcale of a new coalition againſt 

rance, form a more intimate conneftion with Great Britain, and 
ſcek for nations engaged in ſimilar purſuits with theniſclves, 
ſending embaſſies to Ruſſia and Conſtantinople. Our navy is int 

ed for the common ſervice of mank ind. The eretted banners a 


Mahomet and of America are to re-eſtabliſh true religion in France:. 


And in order to check a relapſe into feudal barbariſm, in order to 


promote civilization in Europe, we are to receive the aſfiſtance' of 55 
the Tartars of Ruſſia, of the Coſſacks of Ukraine, of the Mamalukes 


of Egypt, and of the Moors of Africa, - Theſe are deßg ned as our 
hopefal allies ; and I ſhauld think, comĩinued Mr. G. i inſtead of 
waſting the treaſure and ſhedding the blood of the freemet: of Amc- 


rica in this xew cruſade, oo to make the whole an homo- 


geneous maſs, ought to conſiſt of Cherokees and Mohawks. FE 
Mr. G. then entered into à view of the objects, which he tho't 


it would be the true policy of the U. States to purſue. He thought 
they had gone beyond all bounds, and yet it was farther declared 
fill farther to expend our money and blood to pre- 
A evils which: from our diſtant ſituatĩon from Europe, Wwe 
t prevent at leſs expence, and without the danger of being/in. 
ved in the war, go on peaceable and happy. He did not thick 
hey this was an in Isence of viſionary dreams,“ as. attributed 
to him, but this ſecurity he had always conceived: to be well found- 
ed, and that we were not at all Hab! tu be teſſei with the troubles 
of Europe, * ſhali net! near. a debt FE * 8 


to be, 5 


* yr 
4 : 


ben we are told chat an inereaſe of debt ind taxes are contin 
te Houſe had firritheſs to reef the bill, that would never A de 
©" Befors be lat down, he would make a reafk on what 


| FEofounid reſpect for the opinion of that gentleman, but whatever 


vy, but he could not chen have been apprehenfive of the debt ther 
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"Theſe were dreams he ted always indulged, and Milt allciteltha 
we ſhould be a happy and peaceful nation, without endangering the 
attack of an enemy, but it they would- attack us, he did not think 
we could prevent it. He never wiſhed. to ſee the reſaurces of this 
nation accumulated imo the hands of the executive branch of. gov. 
ernment, to employ his power by incr our weight in the ſcale 
of Europe, for without it, he was petſu we ſhould be happy u 
we heretofore had been ; for if this ſpirit were indulged, it webld 
de impoſſible to aſcertain where we are to ſtop : if we proteed; 


pled, it is time to be alarmed ; for neither ſix nor twelve hips 
of the line will do for us if we are to follow the exatipis of Farope, 
On theſe accounts he confeſſed he felt alarm, and theſe Wert his 
reaſons for again riing to oppeſe the bill. He truſted after there. 
fent ferment was ubared, which sgituted the public mindiAbhii 
their ſucceſſors came to take their (cats on this floot H at prefent 


attempted, aud he believed they 9 Would "change thitir 
minds reſpecking the neceſſity of a navy, aud their FEpreſtntative 
would i Ort thereto; wy - oh EG 

was qugiel 


etitlemin from Virginia, (Mr. Parker) From, a gene 
in Aer in che 3 Jefterion, Me pro 


imon he might entertain of him, he could net avgid preferring his 
Su Tor it IS Dor that authority, though high, that could 1 
him to adopt a meaſure which bad been recommended ten or ſiſteen 
years. : he did nat conceive the paſſage was at all applizable ts 
our preſent ſugation. It was certain many years ago that gentle. 
man did ſay that a million a year might be laid aſide rowards's n+ 


| 4 22 5 A for an obſervation of his colleague (Mr. 
Eggleſton)-—he began by-faying. he did not expect to change a vott 
by-any thing be might fuy; twr do I believe he will; fie tete us out 
commerce has increafed without-a yavy; this will be dduiftred, bet 
xt the fate time he ſhool@hve exfcutated how much more it woul! 
hare imer eaſed, had it beth proxetiyd by a nal force: bar rhe fen. 


timent winch cogcerned N he roſe priticipally 


to remark; was, chat he (Mr. P:) did not fetm tu czte how wach 


| money was expended open tes end armies, hog) it was et 


from rhe induſtry-cf fathers ef comer one fals, +6 frppart andy 
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0 ente, collectors Kr. — This f s. the gentleman locke 
75 . from the induſtrious bee to feed the lazy drone. - Mr. 
chought ſuch a ſentiment unfair,” as it reſpect ed bi: and did he not 
know the rectitude of that gentleman's intentions and actions gen- 
erally, be ſhould afcribe ro improper motives the expreſſion; as he 
knows very well that altthoogh 1 have ever been in favor of a naval 


riably been, oppoſed to ſtanding armies, ever declaring that 'with 
troops to gatriſon our extenſive frontiers, aided by a navy; and ſup> 

ported <2. our Frog bulwark, the miliria, that we L habe Wen 
fear from any 85 power whillt we remain United. 

A1 5 K offer ſome remarks on what fell from the FAY 
tleman from 8.5 lyatia, ( Mr. G.) — he Ard what our fix 74 gun 
ſhips. n l be able to do —. the powerful nations uf Europe 
Mr. F. did not believe they were intended to fight all thoſe ae 
at onde, but be uſed for the proteRion of our = coaſt and 
merce, and eo as he did, a naval force the moſt natural, the 
ſafelt = r eſence of this country, he wag in favor of it. 

powers have diſtant poſſeſflons, which they beg 
— ac pe ect againſt each other. Great Britain, France 
ab spd, have en and extenſiv e colonies in the Eaſt and Welt 
lockes, and of courſe A great pare of their navy is employed *broad? 
We neither haye nor a we wiſh any.; as we have more territo 


UFA EEE 


5 

= 
by 

, - 


4 than We card _ with inhabitants in a century, our ſoil and taste 
being wah 4, bg Ar moſt ſanguine expectations, this bein 

ide Le, * ha Sign poſſeſſions to protect, and may al- 
2 ways be drawn to a point at 1 If either of the marifime pow- 
io WY © Vers at war with the United States, ſome other woul probab 

BY in te prevent the warring neighbor from having too great an 
"= aſcenddncy, if he ſhould be victorious. © In this caſe our ſing] navy. 
* would be enabled 16 at annoy the valuable trade of either O. ritain, 

| France | or 8 in in bar neigh and keep us ſafe at home from 
des vafion. We have no oo at invaſio ay 25 one nation, fince - 


* 


me has heretofore faijed in her attempt to ſubdue us when in fan- 
xy, compared to our prefent ſituation, the bold attempt ended in 
the diſgrace * the i nation, and. the eſtabliſhment of our 
J n 
Frünce i bet navy had andthe fo Sed p wight ras 
able to ſucceed. in forcing an invalion; without-g nad, on bur part 
che event-wopld be Joub*fal, and the repe Pella of Which if hey, 
once landed, would cauſe much expenſe ; end Although we might 
ſucceed in repellin them, yet a part of our country might be rav- 
aged and devaſtat Mr. P. ſajd he had no doubt but they would 
make the attempt 5 they ſucceeded in their great project in Africa 
2nd Alia, as their ayowed obje& is univerſal domivion ; heir lote 


conſidered a 'deQaration of wat agiinſt the world ; the grand effort 
of * an one * under 125 Grand Monarch Lows: „ 
: 9 0 1 9 


force ti prptect us at homę and our trade abroad, that I have inva- 


arrete, detlarin, neatta e an board their entmies ſhips, he 


| 482 CONGRESSIONAL 


as feebly attempted ; bur as the energies W 
x. n, and WP ipported by. er col, they 22 anged 
by Þ ary? too far in their career; 2 great part of Eoroge nnd and "ar 

ed eder 


> Now 


have been conquered or revolutionized, and the reſt 
ica now. bends under its $ eight, and Aſia is threaten 
bles for iis Fats, Should they be facceſafu] with. zbeir arms in every 
other quarter, 2 1 Ne ether a navy, we might expect 1 — tg 
Reuß ; 83 e ore, faid Mr. P. do . i Vs 
Wha 517 ce 51 io have ſeized the tryn, 
s it 


ee in Io qua rters of the 
5 ivied. And Neptune has a id bis 
wholozos] jon the ocean; by 
edged Eagle fp att ined foll rde 
lots its val tic ains and | 
biog and it to America; tha [way be Foy but. the time 
8 55 come, when the United 5 will extend the ſame good. and 
hs laws to bers which her own citizens are governed by, 
8 8 om. E bHig 1 we Ire — 45 
| K 8 d Lux Frakes - 15 
* „or 1 
ves pf this a TID it SaFE more xr E 
dar merchents, our en, 2 carpenters, ſwith 


enabled 8 of por foreſts to iſpols of their timber 
vantage, *hieck vid otherwiſe be ot and enabled os 4 hugh up 
@ coal iug trade, thar was extenſive, which. was dur 1 for ſea · 
men, with the Ficheries, the advantage of which vas dear gain 10 
| the Vnited. States. * 
_ - bs it not reasonable, ſaid Mr. P. that our citizens engaged in trade 
Hhould bg it protetted ? If lags from the back or anole paw: 
Ty, wert bringing ther sto market by þatteans on the 
4 N a e ons on land, and the roads or. water cou rſeg were 
12 eſted with 5 co nk hoy would they not think their gov- 
| wy laſt is natural charagtr, 3 
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apeT the bug of the Tefrible Reyoblic, they kite been foftef 


Mr. P. d we had rio neighbors to fear, it is not in the power of 

G. Brain t6 Jojore us from Canada vor is it ju the 1 7 0 of Span 

to hurt us from na, the peaceful conduct af that batieu has 

been uniform 8 us. 3 A thick we Mall not äggreſs _ 
or any nation. e want nd navy for foreign conquelt; for at home 

de ET bers e at — 3a . 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania ſays our produce is ſank. in 
value, this Iays Mr, P. is certainly iucorrect, there never wasa timg 
before rhe preſent war, when our produce was & high. as at 
preſent. Tobacco never was ſo high before, and wheat and flour 
is double what they, are in peace ; the geotleman ſays we. carried 
r withoht a navy, this was nat ſo ? We bad a finalt 


on our lalt war 
navy and were unfortunati e with it in a great degree, but K,render- 
ed effential ſervice: wore. of our frigates were laſt in our ports thaw 


at ſea, as. our harbots were alternately in pollcſſian of apr enemy; * 


Bor our privateeps were. more ſucceſsiul; bad it nor been for mes. 


md even the few yellels. of war, we might not have had ſears in this 
houſe now. It is well known when al: Nr inveſted 
Boſton, he had not powder to carry on a Jiege, and had it not been 
for the capture of a. Britiſh ordnance and ſtore {hip by captain Man- 


bei a ſchooner of the United States, he mult have abandoned the 
E | l 


Crank our merchants this addition to the navy they will ſpread 
our ſails to every breeze and every fea, and by 88 up 
the price of our produce, but if this is not dune, it will be left to 
foreign nations, to take our produce an their qwn terms and give 
us what they pleale in return, and in time of war ſu many W 
employed in the tranſport ſervice that here would not be left. 
enough for trade to carry off our bulky artieles. by. 


Mr. P. was ſorry to find in all the obſervations whieh the gentle. 
nan from Pennfflvanis had made on this ſubject, he inſiſted but for 
this navy that the new loan, and land tax would be unneceflary.— 
The | ooght to tell the houſe that more than 2. 3ds of out 
revenues ariſe from commerce, only 3- hs of which 2 
to anſwer all the demands of the preſent and propoſed navy. | 
is no comercial nation that has a navy that does not <xpend more 
than its revenue from cuſtoms for its ppOrt, ant protect its com- 
meree, the land tax ſhould be reſervet to pay the intereſt of the debt 
which was the price of oir lndepend ener. 
— tleman from Pennſylvania tells as the people in the back. 
parts of the cou y are not able to pay their taxes unſefs more of 
the money of the United States is expended among them than ther 
taxes amount to. Mr. P. did not know what Teams ght be neten 
farily expended there in future, but he knew heretofore large 
ums had, that che army for the defence of our Western fron 
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num for the laſt 6 years, and that an inſurre&tioh in bis diftrig 


country had coſt more to the United States than any other part of 
it, which had added to the augmentation of our debt; that not as 
much had been expended to'obtain peace with the Barbary powers, 
to relieve our fellow citizens from captivity in Algiers, to carry on 
negociations with foreign nations and the preſent expence of our 
navy. 5 et 
; The oppoſition” to this meaſure appeared to Mr. P. to be of x 
piece with the oppoſitien which had been made to all the other 
meaſures of defence which had been propoted, he believed the wel. 
tern country would derive great advantages from the navy as it 
would ſectire their valuable and abundant productious from New 
Orleans, to foreign markets. | SY TY 
Mr. Otis obſerved that the gentleman from Pennſylvania, when 
he firſt ſat oat appeared to acknowledge the poſition, that a navy 
Had been of ſome ſervice, and would protect us from invaſion, nd 
he ſcemed to acknowledge that ſuch an invaſion might probably 
fake place, bot in the cloſe of his argumentx, we found him ſending 
this ſmall navy into the Mediterranean,” to help the Turks and A. 
rabs, and up the Baltic to join the Ruſſians againſt the Freuch.— 
Thus he probably expected that gentlemen. who attended ta bis 
firſt poſitions would not follow him through all the labyrinths of 
| bis elaborate diſſęrtations, and forget him before he came to change 
his ground in the cloſe. To come to ſober facts and ſober reaſon- 
ing: Mr. Otis faid, he really believed that the ſmall fleet contem- 
plated would be fafficient to defend this country from invaſion; for 
if ever this country was invaded, it would not be by a fleet of any 
European power, but by a detachment” from that fleet. It is prob- 
able that we never ſhall embark ia a war with any nation, but that 
nation will have other enemies beſides us, and therefore we mould 
be able to receive aid from that nation in addition to our on forte: 
on which accounts and our diſtance from Europe, a ſmall force will 
be ſerviceable. ' We know that a finall fleet was a powerful iuſtru- 
ment in deciding the controverſy berween this country and England, 
and diſcarding the idea that thĩs fleet is ever to be encreaſed,-it is 
ſufficient, to defend our * and our rivers from the enemy. The 
very ſame argument would equally apply againſt fortifications.” Is 
there any army that we can faddenly raiſe, that will be fuflicieat to 
repel invaſion ? The twelve regiments already raiſed canhot do it, 
nor can any force that we can ſuddenly bring into action. The 
gentleman might as well argue that the Fort on the Delaware,'be- 
cauſe it is not ſufficient to reſiſt a fleet, is of no uſe; as to ſay our it - 
rle fleet will be of no ſervice, becauſe it will not be able to oppoſe 
one of the great fleets of Europe. e 
The gentleman further ſaid that the agricultural intereſt were not 
intereſted in the carrying trade of this country. That at leaſt half 


% 


tiers had coſt the anton more than à million of dollars per 28. 


LE Em „bessere mnog or nog rare ers errr N. 


- 


PROCEEDINGS. 1863 


of our coomperce/ was engaged on articles of foreign growth, und 


that was no advantage to the farmer. If that were true, Mr. Otis 
ſaid, he would anſwer that the gentleman ought to have iridulged 


the other half with a fuitable protection ; but even if it was true, 
his ar ts would not bein point. Though I have long thought 
he hat bored that opinion, this is the firſt time I have heard him/ut- 
ter-it. It is true that the carrying trade is not o intereſting to that 
part of the community as to ſome others, but does it follow that 
they have no advantage at all from it? Numerous advantages ariſe 


from it: the farmer gets a better market for his produce and con - 


ſequently a better price: he can ſell with more caſe than if mo- 
wry was ſtarte; the conſumption is greater: his money is more 


ſecure, and add to theſe the accumulated wealth of the merchant 
enables bim to purchaſe, land with it. Therefore the farmer is 
immediately intereſted in the proſperity of that part of the com 


munity to whom he diſpoſes of his whole productions. 


other ſtrange aſſertion which he has often repeated on this | 


floor, and which it is ſurpriſing any man ſhould uſe but one who 


has never read hiſtory. It is, that the proſperity of nations in gen- 


eral is not to be attributed to their fleets. Now I will take upon 
me to aſſert that there never has been à commercial nation in the 
world which bas not been maintained by her fleet, and not by ber 
commerce alone, for that . ĩs ſubject to ſo many revolutions without 
the regular ſupport of a fleet that ĩt is impoſſible it ſhould be eſtab- 
liſhed without it. Look to the origin of commerce in any nation, 


and ſee whether it ever ſprung up without à navy. In Holland, 


= * 


commerce grew up with her navy. In France, when did commerce 
flouriſh equal to the period under the adminiſtration; of the great 


Colbert, when they had a inoſt powerful fleet. To be ſure theſe 
countries have the misfortune to be in the neighborhood of power: 
ful naval nations, and therefore: agreeable to the arguments of the 
gentleman we muſt not bring them forward. Why does he refer 
us at this moment to Hamburgh 
the common intereſt. of all the ſurrounding nations to guarantee to 


them their» independence and ſafety ? And yet Hamburgh is to be 
brought forward ! But even that place has not been able to eſcape 


—ſhe has been obliged 10 pay her tribute to ſubmit to the degrad- 


ing conditions: that the French choſe to put upon her, and this is 


exactly the fiwation the United States would have been in, bad 
we tamely ſubmĩtted to their chaſtiſement. Hamburgh has ſerved 


herſelf by this, and indeed ſhe could do nothing elſe, for it is only a 


city of Merchants, We may fairly predict that if this country was 
to become à country of merchants, and our farmers were to be aſike 


flaviſh with them, we ſhould be the ſame. Genoa by a like diſpoſi - 
tion loſt their commerce and their fleet. They have been obliged 


to lie aſide, owing to the ſiren ſongs that have been ſung to them by 


- 


2 nation Go have for ſome time been openly oppaſedto every ſeyſe 


of honor and dignity.. 


VL 


? Does he not know that it is 
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F * The queſtion was aken by yeas wid ways as fatto: | 2 e a 


Meſſrs. Allen, Baer, Tekin, 3 Braee, Brooks; Bled, 
5 — mplin, Cochran, Craik; Dana, Dennis, Dent, -Edmond, 
A. Foſter, D. Folter, J. Freemad, Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, 
wold, Grove, Harper, Hartley, Fad, Hoſmer, Imlay, 
Lymen, Machir, Mathews, Morgan, Morris, Otis, 1. Parker, Kar. 

, Schoreman, Sewell, Sh 


Mieſſrs. Baldwin, Bard, Blount, Brent, Brown, Cabell, . cia 
dorne, W. Claiborne, Clepron, Davis, Dawſon, Eggleſton, Emes 


dorf, Findley, Fowler, Gallatin, Gilleſpie; Gregg. Hanna, Harriſov, 
Havens, Heiſter, Holmes; Jo Jones, Livingſton, Locke, Macon, M'Cle. 
nachan, MWDowell, New, Nicholas, Skinner, W. Smith, Sprips; 


Stanford, Sumpter, A. Trigg, J. Tri Van Cortlandt, Varun 
Vetrabls, R. Wien. 3 a SY 


the parchaſe of tiaber for naval 
— K February 12. 


others. 
- Mr. J. Parker report tepid e ie pu wt ape nnd co 
manders of ſhips and veſſels of war of the United States, 
Which, together with a bill yeſterday ſent from Senare for cn. 
carreace, for's gizing the troops of ths Onked Braves; relle. 
erally commirred ro the whole houſe. 
STATE DEBTS.” 


1 from Senate to this bill eis ing been diſagreed to, 


amd committees of conference of both houſes ry bows 


houſe took up the report, nes eee 


Tho amendment agreed to, compelled the ceſhon of the territory 
chere fortifications, &c. were made, but at the Ee tithe e 


8 ſtate for 2 
A pttition. was from a:confderable 
number of Iriſh aliens NS inthe nice F 


Alien bill. 

Orr dhe queſtion being about to. be put for its reference toiths 
—_— 7 had becn 
1232 all, after ſome aratory moved, 

That the committee of the — —_ to — 
certain memorials, complaining, of the aft concerning Aliens, avtl 


other late acts of the Congreſs of the United States, Be diſcharged- 


from the farther conſideration of the ſame, and that the 
referred to a feleft committee to report thereupon. to this houſe, 5 
This motion pad. Leas 51, Nays 45. 


42. 
— — decks, wan 


(Mr, ere = ili Fr af Condor C a 
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Several remonſtrances weile peeſented by Mr. Gregg, fo Min 
county; Penafybyania, proying a repeal of the Alien and 
laws : he oblerved that — having. yeſterday — — 
out about the refpeRability of the petitioners who had ROE: 
r 

© t 

they 00 were rope — — UP: 67 vow, 2 
N25 T5 N Tae erben From the pature of theſe wok 0 

"He alſo ＋ 34 ha Tran Cumbezland ©: un t 
lame effekt, he beliey qual ectab 

e whole number js about 1 er 55 he: 


Me. Havens 3 reſented one e the lame effect fr 
in the ſtate of New-York. * Gee . 


e 


A A Petition from Samuel Sterne was prefenced by by Mr. Tit 
wes ng encouragement to a work on il enquiries, ' whit 
N S 


"Me. . moved its reference to a Gies committee which, | 
was nepatived, gy to ga. The petition was leit on the tube. 

Mr. J. Wien, ſaid when on the ſubjett of the addition to the 
navy, he was pleaſed to hear ſome of the commercial gentlemen by, 
that they had no objection to an additional duty om commerce— As 
we had now ſaid he made large appropriations, to protoſt cummerte, 
he hoped mo objection would be made to an additional duty on 
drawbacks, and from which he was perſuaded # conſiderable revenue 
might be raiſed, without injuring comnictce and-thergby equalize 34 
he burden of Taxes as nearly as poſſible among all claſſas of our 4 
2 P ˙ —[ʃRA w ralolatiog'on tho | * 


— That the committee of ways and means be. infrofted * "41 
to whether any, and if any, what addizioval.per Scbiage 4 | 
to be laid apon drawhacks paid opon dutiable articles exported from 
the United States, 35 that they rep repo rt by bill or AREA: bs | 

Ar was made by Mr. olter from the commirtee of dup. Ge 1 
on the petition of. John Tyler, the executor of W. G. Mom E | 
which was unfavorable, f in conſequence of the power in the rrenlyry 5 "of 
department to ſettle it. ; * 


Meflrs. Clopton, Nicholas and Harriſon, ſexerally adracpted the 
claim. At length Mr. Otis moved to poſtpo pe the forther. conbde- 
ration of it tili the zd of Narch. -This wo negaived, 49 W 34. 
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Wye additional 83 on ãt by paperi.not- nee 
| This was, carned...- - | | 

"I bill for the relief of Joſeph "Wheaton, ſergeant at arm, — 
taken up#- The committee of the-whole and the hogfe- 

agreed to grant him 360. dollars, as pay dus to him during Bis ili. 

neſa at the Jaſt ſeſſion of Con ; 360 alen. was ea a4 
One ordered to be engroſfed. 2 

A bill yeſterday received from Senate to maid an act For g 
effect to the laws wifhin the diſtrict of TRE vas res 
commitred to the Whale houſe. 

A bill from Senate to amend an act reſpettiag lands $ 2 far 
of Tenneflee, was read and referred to the, committee on that ſub- 
je, appointed January zo th. 

A bill from Senate veſting the Preſident, with power to make re- 
taliation in certain caſes, was read. It relates to a late decree. of 
the . to treat as N Perſons found on-board their'enc- 

es: vellels.. _ F r 
Py was made to. ES * the whole bouſe fax to- et 
92 25 which. Mr, Nicholas hoped i it would be made the order for Men. 

next: this he ſaid was in conſequence of, informagion he recei- 

ed from a member of Senate, having been told by the, . 
ate that the Pre ſident had received an account from Mr. King, at 

London, that this arrete was repealed. He wiſhed to gain certain 

knowled e of this; if ſuch exiſted, before he was prepared to voie 

on the bill. He made motion ſor that purpoſe, nn was ta- 

ken for Monday and nega- ene to 99. It was 2 
carried for io morrow-. , | v9 

Mr. Livisgſton then moved the following: reſolutions,— -- 

' Refplved, that the Prefident of the United States be — to 
lay before this houſe any information which he may have reteived 
touching 2 ſuſpention of the arrete which he CNT! to A 
houſe on the inſt. . 

This he faid he would Jay-on the table, in expectation that the 
bil} would nor be called for to-morrow. *-* = 2 
A bill appropriating a certain fam of money to bold Pl 
with the Indians was taken up, and a to in committee, and in 
| the houſe; and 25,000 dollars e for that purpoſe.” The 
wp was wann to be en groſſed. vey „Achmed. 

5 e February 14. 

An. engialled bill to N a certain ſum mw money to epa- 
ble the Preſident to hold a treaty or treaties with the Indians ; #94 
a bill for the relief of Joſeph Wheaton, were read and paſſed. 

A bill for eſtabliſhing the compenſation of officers employed. i in 
collecting the duties on impoſt and tonnage, and other purpalcs;,— 

And a bill fixing the pay 2 captains n of ſhips 206 
veſſels of war of the United States were:reſpe&tivcly taken up, and 
E in ne of the whole 2 in ths * and ordered to 0 

engroſſed. * : 
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"A reſ@lation yeſterday 141d eff the table by Nr:. LV ingſton to call 
for information from the Prefidede relpectings r of he” French 


rette Was called u 

| | he high been formed that «nexiver 6f this 
kouſe had aSpRed-to the office of the Secreturycof State, and fond 
ſome Mmformation had been reccioed. on che Lee drr rr rer 
be front ſtate to the hunſe. 

Mr. Harper faid he had n aueutey; ond oed thiar there | 
had Veen received from one of our foreign miniſters an extract from 
the Redacteur, a French N which ſaid that the afrerte ol 
ded to, was ſuſpended. 

Wong ere was taken by yeas'and nays. Yeas $22-Nays 

*. on and Mr. Harger were e. 
the reſolutionm. 

An — an act giving effect to the Wee the United 
States within che diſtrict of T ene was taken op and Pare wy a 
third reading. 

The houſe then wen favs committee on a bil to make N 
ion for Marſhalls, Clerks. Attorneys, Jurors and wirneſſas in the 
courts of the United States; the committee ares PRIN oe 
tar ough 6 i 


— 
[The following Fane e of. Gem. 8 Swich, en the Navy 
Bill, in reply to hig. Gallatin, delivered on the 1 1th, r ngt- 
 dentally omitted in its proper place.] e 
Mr. S. Smigh meant to have given a ewe query the pace t 
this bill, becauſe he thought the ſabjzet had heretofore been ſuffi · 
ciently diſcuſſed ; but the diſtinction which the gentleman from Penn - 
ira has drawn between the agricultural and commeroial inter- 
eſts of this country was ſo invidious, that he felt himſelf | called 
upon to offer ſome remarks.to the committee. 
M ſyſtem, a8 a new era -in 
our affairs, S. denied that it was the caſe. The. fyltem hid 
commenced at —4 laſt ſeſnon, 74 ſhips were ilien mentioned 
and authority was given to the Ereſident to provide fix flyps of not 
leſs than 52 guns, under which authority i it was well underſtood he 
8 have built 74 gun ſhips ; it was found that 74s could not be 
ſo ſpeedily as · to anſwer the exigencies of 'the caſe. Indeed, 
at the time the department of the navy was inflituted, it was ender- | 
ſtood that it was done with a view of eſtabliſhing a permanent nas y 
for the. United States, as well as with a view I. womy in the ex- 


oft. 


penditure of money in that department, the e of» of high had 
deen ſhewn in the extravagant 3 which had en prove 
in the, building; of. the frigates. -- _ 

1 S. did not believe our preſent navy | bod 5 alf the f. 
feſt s aſcribed ten Wann that it had Hewn to France, 
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that wo were determined wot to fubmit to their unjuſt 2 
and were able to reſiſt. eee 25 

Mr. S. ſaid, he was not one of thoſe who believed. thas the 3. 
mqunt of the depredations committed upon our commerce by France 
was any thing like 20 millions of dollars. He did not think they 
amounted to more than fix or ſeven millions ; be grounded his opi- 
nion on the following information: The two- inſurance. offices at 
Baltimore, agrerable to an actual ſtatement from their Preſident, 
had paid for loſſes ſuſtained by the French captures, 3 50,000 dollars, 
He bad eſtimare& the ſums not inſured, or paid by the other offices, 
at 450,000 dollars, making one million for the city of Baltimore. 
The documents on the table ſhew the commerce of Baltimore to be 
equal to that of one fifth of the whole union; the loſſes might there. 
fore be eſtimated at the ſame proportion. This would: be five mil 
Hons for the United States. He thetefore couceĩved 1 nn. 
millions woald be a bigh eſtimate. 

By a letter which he had ſeen from the Preſident of ne N. 40. 
rican inſurance company, he found that ſince the Britiſh treaty, the 
proportion of French depredations ta thoſe of Britiſh, bad been a> 
two to one, He helicved this ſtatement to be correct, it 
ed with the loſſes ſuſtained by Baltimore. In this. _—_— the ſei - 
zure of contraband goods Was not included. 

But it has been ſaid, that our navy has rendered little or po ſer- 
vice. In his opinion, the contrary would appear to be true, from 
a ſtatement of the North American Inſurance company, quoted for 
a different purpoſe, by which it appears, that our commerce has 
ſuffered leſs within the laſt ſix months, from. French than from Bri- 
tit captures. He believed the fact; whidi hes chat our armed. 
veſſels have efettaally protected our commerce alt French 
| cruifers. | 

The gentleman from Pennſylvaniz, in My. Smith's nion, has 
taken the ſubject on hs true ground, when he confi ir as con · 
nected with the general intereſts of the United States. Conſidering 
the ſudjett in that point of view, he had claſſed his arguments under 
three heads, viz. as a defence again(t invaſion, as a protection of our 
commerce, and 2s an inſtroment of power; and bis endeavor to 
prove that it will anſwer neither of the two firſt purpoſes, that it 


will merely become an inſtrument of pow; and thereſore he i ”e op- 


ed to it. 


Mx. S. did not believe that any gentleman contejoplizes, an inva - 
fion at preſeur ; but is this a reaſon why it may not hereafter be at · 


tempted ? The navy of France, it is true, is nearly "annihilated. — 
We have ſeen it ſimilarly ſituated in the days wry” | monarchy, and 


raiſed again in the coarſe of one war, ſo as to — the Britiſh with 
equal force: and he ſuppoſed they would not do leſs under a repub-- 


lican than under a monarchical govermnent. He did not think, 


therefore, that we ought yever to apprehend an attempt of this 
kind, He was „ afraid of an invaſion ; nor Go WHEY 
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merican people fear it. Tr was for the general good of the nation 
that he wiſhed a fleet. "When the people of the United States affo- 
ciated and formed one national government, it was for their mutual 
good. When, he aſked, was protection refuſed do that part of the 
country from which the gentleman himfelf comes? Did any member 
now in favor of the navy, oppoſe protection to the weſteru country 
when it was wanted? They did not, and they have a right to ex- 
in their turn, protection to their commerce, on which the wel- 
fere of all depends. Can it be expected, chat the quarter of the uni- 
on which depends as much on ſhipping for foppert, as G. Britain 
does upon her manufactures, will be contented without this protec- 
tion? And would the gentleman from Pennfylvanla be willing to 
give op the advantages of our carrying trade, for the paltry conſi - 
deration of a few millions of dollars 7 He hoped and believed that 
equal protection would be given to all our citizens, who are equally 
entitled to it. | 1 od . TRY 
But the gentleman aſks, what will fix 44s do? He ſhould recol- 
lect that we contemplate twelve 74s, and with theſe we ſhall be 
able to do mach. When the nations of Earope are ac war, we can 
throw our force into the ſcale againſt that nation which ſhall dare 
to infult our commerce; or it is probable that the idea that we 
may do ſo, without our doing it, will preſerve us from inſult. Let 
it be confidered that the European powers are compelled to pafs by 
bur doors when returning from their Weſt-India poſſeſſions ; and # 
they attempt to trample upon our trade, we can ſend theſe veſlel: 
out, and ſeize upon their commerce, without contending with their 
naval force. ' | FA» +4 e 4 
Gentlemen oppoſed to the navy have faid, Great Britzin will pre- 
vent France from comiog againſt us; but hall we depend upon, and 
throw ourſelves into the arms of another power for protection ? It 
had never yet been our cuſtom to do this, and he hoped it never 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania has ſpoken of our extraneous 
trade; that out of 61 millions of exports, 33 millions were of fo- 
reign production, which, according to that gentleman, only benefits 
the merchaats of the United States; but, ſaid Mr. S. this extraneous 
commerce is the produce of the labor and induſtry of our citizens, 
and it certainly muſt be of advantage to the country, that a com · 
E I with 4 capital of 33 mil- 
ions. | n 
Bur the gentleman from Pennſylvauia, ſays that Holland carries 
on an extenſive commerce without a navy, and that Spain, with a 
navy, has no commerce. Mr. S. did not know where the gent le- 
man got this information, but certainly it is far from being correct: 
Wit Holland poſfeſſed a navy, ſue carried on an immenſe trade ; 
but, as her navy declined, in che ſame proportion did her commerce 
decline. At preſent, Hotland is not a great trading nation in her 
on hips, Spain it is ſuid, has little commerce. She has, on the 


* 
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contrary, bid Mr, S. immenſe commeree ; Hhs has eber er 
ploy the whole of her capital withig her own dominion. This com- 
anerce is ſo valuable, that is has always been an object with Great 
Britain, la tine of war, to fall upon the commerce 'of W In oF 
der to pay het hard Fought batrles with France. 
Phe, gentleman; has alſo ſpoken of the Haufe Towns, They had 
at, one Fes = navy ſuperior to all the world; and-compelled the 
king o and to receive their merchants, and give them etcluſive 
22 even in London, otherwiſe: they captured their veffels. 
Great. Britain attempted | to cruſh them, rut did not immediately 
ſucceed—ſhe iner ea ſed her navy, ſheceeded, d the navy of the 
Hanſe Towns fell; and with it their commerce. 
But Why, (aid Mr. S. dees the gentleman compare this country 
with Hamburgh—a ſingle. city—a ſpot of earth compared wich s 
5 nation ? Is the trade of Hamburgh carried on by their owa 
ips ?, No, by our ſhips, and by the ſhips of all the. World. By-z 


; reference to the ſtatement on the table it will de ſeen What a ſmall 


quantity of the Hanſe Towns ſhipping viſit our ports. & great part 
of their trade is carried on in Daniſh and Swedith bottoms. When 
Great Britain attacked yhe commerce of neutral countries; Denmark 


and Sweden armed, and obtained a ſettlement of their differences. 


Indeed the European nations depredate on us becauſe of bur weak, 
; nels, He trated, ſince we had diſcovered famething like a diſpoſt- 
ion to defend ourſelves 8t ſea, e ſhould not act a contrary: part. 
It had been ſaid we ſhould not be able to man our ſhips. We 
were told the ſame ſtory, ſaid Mr. S. laſt year 3- that 'onr- ſailors 
would be taken to man our ſhips of war, and our merchant's'ſhi 


would not be able to get men; ' But: nd; carey head taken plage, 


until lately. when ſuch a ſpring; had been given to commerce iv com 
as ae"! of the ſequriny from our. luer fleet a1 bed . e 
witne | 

The gentleman has aſked how! ie was thas Manier en on 
its commerce without a fleet. It had been he. it was pro- 
tected by others, They have weney, and what they caninor-do 
with men, they do with money. They have pad France he for 
their neutrality and probably they will agam be called ypon., 1 

. It.is ſajd our fleet will be attended with greater expenee Hoa 
profit ; but, ſaid he, there is ſomething like honor; + Aud to make a 
caleulazion of this kind, would be te 2 that all nations — rob 


us with impunity. 


The gentleman from Penblſy ylvania obſeryes, that our commerce | 


| has iacreaſed, notwithſtanding all the ſpoliations which have been 

 cojumitted upon it. This, ſaid Mr. S. has been owing to our men- 
tral ſituation, and the enterprize of our merchants. But not with- 
ſtanding, he adds. our produce has fallen in value. For a While, 
Mr. S. ſaid, it fell; but as ſoon as our commerce was in fome degree 
protected, it roſe again, and tobacco was never fo high as at preſent. 

r ber has alſo as ns indeed all our PONY has SOOT in pro- 


"= 


_ 
wa 


_ - PROCEEDINGS.) 98 
portion to the protection which our commerge pas received. But UE p 


he gentleman ſays, the farmer pays more of the expence of the pro- 
tection of .cummerce, and receives [ 


eſs of profits, thanthe merchants. 
This, Mr. S. fad, was making an jnvidious diſtinction between 
hem. This gentleman. cannot himſelf think this a well fay Dies is / 
temark, or ſuch an one as can have any effect in this houſe; he 
ne ans it ts have an effect elſewhere. It is impoſlible, ſaid Mr. S. 
ſor a me#chant to be benefitted, without the farmer being alſo bene- 
Is. Wictcd at the ſame time. What, ſaid he, was our ſitustion in 1789, 
ately Irheu this government commenced ? Our agriculture was at a low 
the eb, and our trade oppreſſed by foreign nations; commerce almoſt 
„ octantanepuſly ſprung up and flouriſhed; and agriculture followed; 
| ind we now on every ſide view the bleltings Which have every 
where owed in their trag. We 
But the gentleman is of opinion that if we had been poſſeſſed of 
twelve ſhips.of the line at the commencement of the preſent war, we 
ſhould, ere now, have been parties in it, He was himfelf of a dif 
ferent opinion. He believed that if we had poſſeſſed theſe veſſels, 
Great Britain would never have iflaed her orders of the 5th Novem, 
ber, She would have known that her. veſſels to the Welt-Indies, 
paſſed by dur doors, and that we coold, therefore have Naas | 
upon her with eaſe. But knowing we had no naval rel ae 
had aQed at we have ſeen. France followed, and greatly exceeded 
her example. If we had . poſſefied the fleet now propoſed, neither 
our commerce nor our honor would have ffered in the manner they 
haye done from either nation. s. 5347; 1 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania, ſays reject this bill, and re- 
peat your army bill, and you ſave, money ; buß if theſe are to place 
the country in a ſtrong*poſture of defence, he would not ſurely dif- 
penſe with them for the fake of a little money. The natural defence 
of this country, Mr. S. faid, is a navy and a well regulated militia ; ; 
had rhe militia bill been adopted he ſhould have been oppoſed to an 
army; but when he found he could not carry his point in putting 
the militia upon a better footing than it is at preſent, he thought au 
army abſolutely neceſſary, and had voted for lr. 
But the get s, the people in the country, and in thoſe 
parts which have gen accounted the moſt federal, complain of the 
direct tax; they-complan before they know whether au part EY: 
the tax will fall-upan hem! He believed very lirtle mocks Al OTE 
on the country, but that it would be paid moltly by the citizens. — | 
The people who are dillatinſied, have yet paid nothing. They are 
told they will have a. great deal to pay, be doubred not they 


" 


would be ſatisfied; © | vob pres 7 01 
The gentleman, had expected we might have gone on in a ſtate 
le, WW of peace; ſo we might if the powers of Europe would have let. us 

ree 1 ; but, fince they will not, we muſt have a navy to protect our- 
einn 3 Oe OO TIE 09 Fe PIPE TRY | 
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| cating foch information as he had received reſpecting the ſulpenſtot 


| dhe houſe adjourned. 


CONDRESSIONK. 1 
13 . Pris Feb rt 1 RT Te 3 Ho " 
wr. 3 from t 4 commirt PAL chat they dal 

* on the Preſident, agreeable to che Intru&tion of the Houſe 
# that the Prefident had iformed them he Would cauſe the necef 

enquiries to be.made at the office sf the Secretary of State fo 
the information requetted by the houſe. 

Soon afrer, a meſſage was received from the Preſident, commun 


of the arrette alluded to: which was a letter from Rufus Kip 
Eſq. our miniſter"at Loudon, accompanied With a letter to Nr, Kin 
from Lord Grenville, reſpecting chat ſubeck. | | 
© Mx. Livingſton moved that the meflage 8 be printed. A * 
9 Tue flowing engroſſed bills were ſeverally read aud paſſe 
pill for the compenſation of officers employed in the colleQton 
of Imports, Kc. | 
A din fixing the pay of Captatng, Ke. of ſais, And 
A bill giving effe& to the laws in the diſtric of e 
A bill was reported by Mr. Kittera providing for the Tale of wat 
don the Obio; this bill had been committed after being received 


from Senate: the report contained one amendment to chat * — 
Committed tb the whole houſe. 2 3 rn 
Mx. Champlin made the following e $0 TO | Th 
\. Refolved,. that the committee to whom. was EI FO, part a bend 
the Prefident's ſpeech. which relates to invigorating our ſyſtem of WM © 
defence, be iuſtructed to enquire whether any, and 1 if «ny, whit pro- 


viſion ought to be. made by law, .to defray the expence that has WI a 
been, or mall be incarred, for the ſate keep ing of all prin, who 
may have deen, or hereafter ſhall be A by de public or Ro 
Nee r - the United States, and detained as priſoners, in Ne * : 
ſuance of the laws thereo and t 1 have er to report by * 
bill or otherwiſe. N n ON. F | 
He ſaid that no oodipputitiba” was at preſent allowed to defray N 
thoſe neceſſary expences for food and cloathing,  - 
The . of the day being called for on Py bill proviting for 
marſha]s, Ec. Mr. Harper moved that the committer ſhould be diſ- 
charged in conſequence of the time it mult neceflarily take, and the 
advanced ſtate of the ſeſſiou. He withdrew. bis motion in conſe- 
quence of one propoſed by Mr. Rutledge to poſtpone it till Mon- 
day : this was negatived, and the houſe went into committee on 
that bill. In the courſe of the diſcuſſion, Mr. Otis moved the com. 
mittee to be diſcharged : this was negatived; the committee went 
through the bill, and having riſen and Wet che: "I 


Saturily, February | 
The Speaker laid before fg 8 We ths 3 FE 
partment telative to the officers employed in the collettion of am: 
poſts and Oy" ; and a letter of the 9 of the 12 
r ' 


—— 


* - 


_____ PROCEEDINGS: 


 Alſe-a-report in gonſequenoe of aff order of the 13th 
it was neceſſary to eſtabliſh a monqhent on Boon 
o the, cammittee of commerce to report a bill. 

A Bill res received from, Senate; to reſorm the faperior courts of 
the edi the 9 Ne ihe, r N W. of, the, river Ohio. Com- 
mitt 10 1 * 

At ole 1 5 AD %y the table by Mr. biel Foſter, t recome © mn 
nend to the ſeveral ſtates, an e in 112 See 
to the choice of a preſident 70 vice Preſident. 

Senate notified the Houſe of their, : reement to a bill. for the © 
Ml of Jonathan Haſkeld, and a bill for holding A EY AR. 2 
lodians, 

The Preſident notified. is appr probation uy " bill for Guling 
kalanceb of certain Rates dus ta the United States, and 3 bill. for 42 


relief of Thomas Lewis, Ads 
An amnendinent From the Senate providing” relief dor * and . 
tute, ſeamen, Was taken up and agreed to. 
The Houſe took up the bill with the amendments 1 3 by the. 
committee of the whole for compenſating marſhalls A and having 


greed to the ſame, it was, ardered to io bg Fagralies. Ayes 49, 


F- 


3. 8 
Mr. Samuel Smith called up the hilt for pagmentng te — of 


certain Officers. 
The Houle went into committee therey A. 
ſalaries were propoled to be 15 ſo as * continue as: . | 


Accountant of the War 


Accomptant of the Navy depar * 
Poſt Miter General ds El _ 


v4 — % - * 4 
- * ＋ 2 2 


Mr. Gregg woo bo ſtrike out the 8 5 obſerved that ex- 

pences could not be fo great as they were ſome time paſt, and N 

he (carcity of money, he could ſee no reaſon for the meaſure. 
e Chairman declared this was not in order. 


ta, Mr. Gallatin moved a repesling clauſe, 10 limit the operation of 


the bill to two years, On a ſuggeſtion of Mr.. 8 he aliered W * 


Io chree years, The motion was negatived, . 45 to g 
. q Mr. "ies moyed to ſtrike out the firlt 788 45 deli but that 
; otion was © b 
n — it, 4 LIT, 1 N of the Fmt 86 to * d . 
*% A 18 | . 4 | Abe, To ky 35 
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bus; wed e en f fo Dolle | 
þ- - of Stu " = _ eee . 3 
£28632 of Ne — rn ee ha 
Fei of 15 fy Lo 2 dels. 3 
Fee . $4) e ee ee 
S — = g _ . : 
Auditor of the Treaſury. __. -- 2 ä 
_ Commiſſioner of the revenue . 
egilter of the Treaſury | 0 1 715 — e 


Aſſiſtant Poſt Maſter General, - 8 * 1,700. | ; 


— 
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: Ln taken in the houſe for the bil | 
Ae - Ayes gn, Nays age 


Cx "3.7 4 


AS $9930 e Monday, February 182 2 * Txp<. 
A bilt from Sente, appropriating a certain ſum of mori ] 
498 Fraying the expence agcruipg from carrying into effect & , 
_ , tiEaties with certain tribes or nations of Thdiatls, was com tech 1; 
 MHEWARIFANT 02 777 75 TR ae Gt Oo ot DN: 
WP. engroffed bill authvrizing'the diſcharge of, Robert / Statjec 
m confinement,” and a bill fot compenſating*marſhals, at Ir) 
e. wot) l | d. 110 © * Nie ; E 
Mr. Allen obſerved, that when the bill was befofe-the boule © 
So dt, for raiſing the Taldties of certain executive officers; it w 
the opinion bf ſeveral gentlemen"that Ichs of thoſe officers ought: 
haye ſome addition made: he would therefore lay on the table” th 
| eſgived, That the ſalaries of the following officers.of gövert 
heat to Be augmented, vie,” HATE dls FE! 
The Secretary of State,” | 
©} 9%: The'Secrethty of the Treaſury, 5, Aale. 
By. +4 „The Secretary at War,. n . e dollars. * , 
+ . ©»: 2 The Secretary of the Navy,  ' * © © dollars, 


id 


—- 
7% 
- 


Fa 


9 


— 
. * np - 


dollars, ,_ 


» 


TT 


Pry The Aſliſtant Poſtmaſter Gen. doltars, e. 
Mr. D. Foſter moved ths reference of the reſolution td the Whol * 
. 8. 2 | VT 4. &6 „„ „ * 1 N mY 8 
Mt. M'Dowell oppoſed this as irregular; but he was interrupt} 82 
by the motion W dune 2 2 ; wg * 3 1 he | 
Heuſe in committes, on the bill prox ag for Jhe Be of lands onfff Pre 
the rider Ohio and abbve the mouth of the Kentucky river. © Fre 
Several objectioms appearing” relative to the price at which tho 
lauds would be ſold,” on rhotſon of Mr. Ciaik the committee roſe - 4 


' and leave was not granted tb fit again. The bill was then poſtpor 
, Con NC 
Houſe in Comniittee, on 4 bill for regulating and fixing the con 
periſation of clerks: an additional officer to be called Solicitor w. 
male to the office of Poſt Maſter General, and an additional Ulerk 
to the war department was agreed to. eB 
© The houſe agreed to tlie amendments, and the bill was orderec 
| to be efigroſſed.” c te 2 % 
A bill was received from, the Senate for | appropriating 500 doll 
lars for additional ſervices and experices during the receſs to tHe fer othe 
5 b e that Houſe ! and an aft giving eventual authority tall 


: 


Prefident of the United States to augment,the atmics, and were 
"committed to the whole houſe, a. 
© The latter bill provides that the Preſident in cafe a, war ſhoul; 
break out between the United States and any other nation, or i 

caſe of invaſion, ſhall have the power xo raiſe 24 regiments of-i 
Htty: with riflemen, artillery and cavalry in proportion ;, with 
power td diſcharge the ſame. whenever he Tall who, 2,000509MY ferre 
ip ; "ot dollars to be appropriated therefor, to be obtained upon loan f -:! 
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Os the. queſtion: forthe latter hill to haven (cond | 
x45 to 37. 4 


92 — 


it 


* — wv = — 
— — —— 


Ne baſe i in De on & bj bill for: encouraging Th capture ot 
_—_ 47 fo flzls, by 7 ed ſhips. 475 veflels a a a citizen 
bottle mag | e or allowing * 4 


:- This pitl is to allow. a. Premium on every veſſel belonging 0 
France in proportion 19, its guns, that ſhould be captured ro't 
124 pare by e prints armed veſſel, after the * condemnation of 


ſalvage for recaptures. _— 
Nr. Will (to. (rike, out the firſt ſection o the bill, v0 


which am che queſtion . was carried. Ayes 43—Noes 42. , + 
Confiderable converſation then occurred about the p propriety, of - | 
thg chairtran (Mr; Ratlodge) giving his vote, which being contend- 
ed, the pero, 4 declared chat the motion was fairly carried, 8 
that the queſtion, conld not be reczlled, 

' The committee ſoon after roſe and r reported the bill as >< 
whon the yeas and pays were called for on the jan to ſtrike out 
the ſection. The debate then turned on the bill, when Mr. a 64 
ledge moved to adjourn. It was negatived, 4 90 42. 
debate on the principle of the bill, motion was again made. 
. the 


1-18 e 130 


Tus Speaker a this = 


y : 
geſs; ' 19 i Ps 14 nnn 


9 nennen, Ne we *% ; Si; * 

you, from Vermont; took his ſeat in the houſe this * 

| op faid, he had recetved under cover, a number * 9 
* Phy. nM Vermont, praying for whe 9p. of "the al- 1 
ien and edition laws, which he begged Per to preſent o the 
houfe? One of, Which laying. been 1 in which anrongſt their 
other ections to the? ls, the petifiotiers complain of hayi 
We by dhe ſefition law, of their  Repreſentativg in Con | 
greſt he tlie gr Enter phrt of the Prebent ſeflion ; Mr. L. moved to 
have the e referred to the ſefect committee de whom was refer- 
red'the other: petitiofs relative to this ſühzect 3 bar on Mr. Ga- 
tin's ſuggeſting that he underſtood that committee is ready 10 report, 
and that it would therefore be better to ſuſfer the petitions to lie 

on the table until that report is macle, and then have the whole re- 


0% 


N to de Ame coinwittee of the whole—that caurſe was taken. 
an for Aan 1 = Une LR; r OS 245 0s . 
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Fee the United States, ant to brr the fad government 
| — Prefident into con and drfrepute, 5 with intent and de. 


* anies, vie 4 


AA.. 


438 


The Route tool up the report of this widmittee of the whole on 
the bill for encouraging the capture of T renctf privateers, 
ing a buanty ou guss, And the motion being to-contur in tl 
ment of the committee to ſtrike out the ſjrſt fectlon of the Uli, Ach 


2 3 the- quotiorr was taken By Teusadd Nays. Vos ge 


Na 
* Tha k freond fection was then wended, by adding to it the 05 
2 cteuſe ; but aſter ſome obſert attons agaruſt N \ by 
I, Hnee the firft feaion had been Krack out, on Qt 
clon for its going to 4 third read mg it was negatived. 
Mr. Bayard kar ropoſed'the following reſbhtion to the houſe.: 
„ Roſolved, Thar Matthew Lyon, a member of this hoaſe, 
been convicted of being a notorigus and ſeditious perſon, and of a 
Hepraved mind, and wicked and'dizholtcat difpoſitiou, and ef wick. 
ediy, dec and mali contriying to defame the o 
9 of the United States, 'of having With intett and to 
defimg th the e of the United States; and John Adams, the 


2 


to excite agaiuſt the ee and Prefident the hatred 
The good poop of the U and to fiir up ſedRion in 
the United States, wickedly, knowiogly and maliciouſty written 
uud publiſhed certain ſcandalous and ſeditjous writings or ibels, be 
were fare expelled this houſe. 

Mr. B: faid, he had only to remark, that this reſalation is copird 
from, the record of the trial, which he bad in his poſſeſſon 

Mr: Nicholas ſad; if rhis had been a candid: ſtatement of the by- 

ſineſs, the ſhould have been willing to have come to an imme care 
vote upon it; but words —— inta this reſolution which 
are words of —— pA qr Fu which do not particularly 
belong to this offence and the truth of which is never enquired into 
upon a trial. As he wiſhed the nature of the offence to be yy 
ſtated, he hoped the norton would _ the preſent. 


Pied — the record el; avdhe. did "os think the 8 . 
Virginia had been wiſer thay the law. He, had himſelf no doubt 
Wat. alh the charges in the record. are pertinent to the ſubjechꝭ ;, if nat 
4x would, be extremely i imPEaPEr to introduce them. They are, chaj- 
ges upon which, a Jury of the country have FEE 

Mr. Nichdlas appealed. to the gentleman from ee and to 
All other gentlemen.of the law, who heard him, whether. the words 
uſed, are; not the mere farm. of the indictment, and, yuncanneted 
with the ag, here char 1 Nr 90 94 TA 


Thursday, Fe W Ch „ 
eee hoot ſundry: inhabitants: of the ſtata of: Meſlachuſen 


5 


praying that à poſt office may be-eſtabliſhed. in the.-town of North- 


bofeugb, and from ſundry inhgbitagts * * * of Franklin i 


15 


SBS S882 2 5 


2 
e 8 


HSSS Fe. 220+ 


th 
4 


#37 


T3S2 


SE Sos DE 2B 


to certain 


| 75 words 


«of Þ venla, priying that o-polt;viiee mey be eſtabliſh+ 
ed in abe td4wn:s Merserſbur gh i the ſaid/raunty, were 8 
read, and referred do tie committee appointed on that ſahject. 

Ertitlons from ſundry inhabitentz oi the tounties of Philadelphia, 
Cheſter, Montgomery /Northawpton vnd W'aſhington, in the hate 1 
Penaſylvanih Art a r rbpedl of rhe; allen and, ſedition ats 
were — head and referred ttii the committe=-appeinted on, 
thet ſubject. Mr. Gbodrich from the conimictee-ip Whom were re- 

the petitions, rept eſontations, Ne. of ſundry 'inhabitons of 
tberſtottzs gf Nawe erk, New - ſerſdy i Pennſylvania. and Virginia, 
againſt the Alien and Sedition acts, made a lengthy repbra, . 
1 ud orflered to ue prin red. 

Mr. Gallain frem tire committee appoimt ed on themnftule, report 
3 a bill to amend che ol tegulating the grants of lands appropria- 
red fat military iſer vices and fur the ſoeitty of the United Bremhren 
ma ropagating the goſpel TRIS; wen eee 
the order for tomorrow. 

0a: motion, the committes' bf eleinds were dhe 
forther conſideration of the petitian. of Alexander | 
others, and the petitianers bave-leave to withdraw their. atis —_— 

Phe hohſs took up the conſideration of the two following. bills, 

vin. a bill ch grant compeuſation for the year: 1719, 

9 of the Schäte aud Houſe of Repreſentatives of, 

the United States and. a bill-making dppropridtions for the ſupport. 

of government for the year 1799, to which they agreed with a- 
mendments, and the bills wers 6rdered to be engrofled. 

To billa, tue and making appropriations» for defray lug che ex · 
nenſes which. may. ariſe in carryiug into effect certain treaties be- 
tween the United States and ſeveral nmieus of 1 and the 
ther unking ootnpenſation to James Mathers for ſervices rendered 
eee — expenſcs incurred lin rendering faid ſervices 

ſcrgeant-at arms t the Sprints, w were en to by the houſe, and. 
dd to 9 Tai n 06M: e e radi / 


0 Friday, February 22. 


by”; 3 ET. MP. | Sr Es 
Fo Mr". 
the houſe an eflimate from the nnn ee . 
edtobe/ptinred; 

Mr. Bard yrefented ſeverd-peridicnts and — W 
rohovitacits of the. 
the. repeal of the Alien aud Sed mon Taws; whieh 

Mx. Bardinibved:to.hive this petion referred 1 
Mr. „ from 678 —— — 
ag fo the repeal of the Allem end 'Sedition laws, in 
with thoſe yeſterday o—Referred. - 
| were! read the wird time ind nalied, vie. 


PROCEEDINGS) La 


hs cominittto of ye umd ens, 1d befbre 


of Franklin, in 22 . for 


- Shall OR „ e e tn a 


pu 
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| derableJength' i in ſupport of the reſplation. It was oppoſed- 
Nicholas and Gallatin,” Mr. Lyon alſe ſaid:a few'words with reſ- 


Van Cortlandt, 


500 - CONGRESSIONAL... 


Sergearit ar Arms to the Hengste i » bij! making appropriationsg 
expences which may ariſe in carrying into effect berkaiu treaties . 
with Indian tribes or nations of — and a bill to grant add.. 
tional compenſation for the year 1799, to certain officers of the Sen. : 
ate and Houſe. of Repreſentatives of the United States. 4/197.) 
On motion of Mr. Harper, the hodſe reſulved itſelf into a/com-: 
mittee of the whole on the bill making a ppropyiations for the ſup-/ 
port of the military eſtabliſhment for the year7g9-} and after filling: 


the blaaks of the bil, the committee roſe, and the houſe baving con- 


curred in the ee the din Was ordered to be IG — 


a third reading. um rk. DFO Un. 
On motion of Mr. Joſiah Parker; the Houſe reſolved ;eſelf i dae 2 
committee of the whole on che bill for the government of the wavy 


of the United tures 1 ; atid, after going through the ſame, the com- 


mitte roſe, and the mende bein r ths bil was: 


ordered to be engroſſed for a third reading ; 0246 6 

Mr. Bayard called up the reſolution which he — * Abr 
on Wedneſday, propoſing che ex pulſion of Mr. Lyon from his ſeat 
as a member of this houfe. After delivering an exemplification of 
the record to the elerk, which was read, Mr. Bayurd ſpoke at confi- 
Mei. 


pect to the manner in which his trial had been conducted, and was 
replied to by Mr. Allen. een n was r- Jeu 
l e $43 107 796739 $99 4 
a 9 2 "RA. "247 Aid 5001 bas d acbb an 
Meſſrs; Allen, Bartlet, Bayard, Brace; Brooks, lin, Chap- 
man, ago Craik, Dana, Dennis, Edmond; Evans, A. Foſter, . 
Foſter, J. Freeman Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, Griſwold, Grove, Har- 
per, Hartley, Hiadman, Hoſmer, Icalay,” Kirtera, Lyman; Machir, 
Matthews, Morris, Otis, I. Parker, INN Pinckney, Rutledge, 
Schureman, Sewall, Shepard, Sinniekſon, N. Smith, Sprague, The- 
_ Thatcher, Thomſon, Tillinghaſt, . Wa. Wil. 
iams. | 49. 


„50 „ ˙ 


Meſirs. Baer, Baldwin, Bard, Brus, Cabell, T: Claiborne, W. 


Claiborie, Clay; Clopton, Davis, Dawſon, Dent, Eggleſton; Elmen- 


dorf, Findley, Fowler, N. Freeman, Gallatin,: Gelleſpie, Gregg 
Hanna, Harriſon, Havens, Heiſter, Holmes, Jones, Livingſtad, 
Locke, N M*Clenactian, M Dowell, New, Nicholas, Skinner, 
S. Smith, W. Smith, Sprigg, Stanford, Sutbrers A. Trigg, - Trighs 
arnum, Venable, R. Williams. ! {1 {4 45 
The Speaker declaring the ſtate of the vote, ſaid. « the.conſtitu- 

tion requiring two thirds of the EBIT NES 4 to-.expel- a mem 
ber, th, n = not .be vac; e 10 2 
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e 


er laid TE 5 houſs a 2 ene Sinden 
ſtating the "IR eee 


N 


rbb 8 3⁰¹ 


de amd tip dae. Referred ro ine committee of ways nod. 
8.72 $11 -119 nes eee nr. We 
A bill was reported g. Parker; for authoring the nag 
2 of the Marine wed : 
A bill wee reported'by/Mr. Craik n contave certain” 
oft roads and e ug others, - Theſe bills were referred to the 
n 4 8 Reer en 42 * Fowl 
An engr bill, providing for the miſitary"ifebBlkaenr: 
he year 11-799," anda aged dl * for r | 
the year 1% were pa L244 
A bill for erecting 1 2 Boos üdend, in the died vf 
zine, was taken up, to which the committee of the ole and the / 
sed, and'it "wawordered to Be engroſfed. 
Mr. Varuum called vp a reſolutiun Which he y leid on the» 
ble, importing that the Preſſdent ſhbuld call on the execurives of 
e ſeveral ſtates to enroll: 0, o of the militia; in their ſeveral + mh 
tions,” xd be oſſi oered _ 'of the ww opus miliria-officers. i : 
This is the ſame as pd ono but that bill expiring with 
cloſe of this fallen, a ee principally was, whether it ſo 
be continued. The houſe went into committee, and rea 
Won was ＋ and — in committee of the whole, and in 


he houſe; A yes, 48, Noep" s 9 1481 n 101 wen 
Meſſrs, Va nud, Dec a apd Harper; were n 
till conformably theferb.. Neeb an 00017 LOR unn 


An amendment from Senate to the bill on the Direct tax &. 
u taken up. This amendment introduced the very fame ſection 
nich had been ſtruck out of that bill, repeſting/ 9 Ne el 
eflovs, aero ein ei e e een * 25 
Mr, Gallatin moved an e toit in wage ende here 
ſame ſhall not have been apoẽꝭ,A. This was negatived - 
After ſome diſcuſſion the amendment of en was: agreed to. | 


ns! nehm 36. hh $137 e, nm vt. 14112: pi T REIN: is 

204 2 mY Monday -Februdry e 2 Za. * 
Several Petitions for Yepealing'the Alien and geditiön bills, were 
ad, The whole were Tefevied ns Un n rein and 


On motion öf Mr. Livingſton, the petit ion preſented ſome days 
p from number of alien Triſhmed againſt the alien bill was allo 
* 4410 35. 

A meſſage was recen from ihe Preſident voaq ig lu. e., 

eut to ſe Veral bills : OR, 
The two following: bills . rnd * 0 time ond vaſſed 
viz, a bill to authoriſe the erection of a' beacon on Boon ud, 
a bill for the goverument of the navy of the United States. 
Mr. Harper from the committee of ways and means, reported a 
1 * zünden! Nee for ths: Neuer 1 799, hien | 
tted. | 
Mr. V Varnum replered.a bill n a detachment of the wi- 


in of the United” Syares, "which" Was — % 
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; The Committee to Whom were reer ted the 


of the two actꝭ paſſed the laſt ſeſſian of Congreſs the ohe. an d 
_ eangerniog aliens, rhe erber an ad in 


ground of tbeir being uncauſtitu tional, opprtſſiwe #nd-impolile,. 
_ The committee cannot, however, farbeai'i!to; notice, that the prix 


ijnſults of /France, have not eſcaped animidydrfios. _-:/:. 


ment and paper, aflefling and collecting direct tac and nnthuri 


legicazure, and of the adminiſtratzädl. 


that they have impartially conſidered the queſti 
heir merits, with & due regard to. che authority of government, an 


| tuled an act far the puniſhment of exrtain crimes, ſhall be fir, cor 
©. Their @netifhionabyy 38 ieh. 143d 


. eigners, is mere matter of favor, reſumeble at ihe puh will. 


| war and peace according to the theory of the conſtitution, belong 


On motion of Mr, Goodrich, the:-Wouſe wept/idto'f: Dnimitiee; of 
the whole, on the report of a fele& committee on the petitions 
praying for « rope of che alien/pol feditied la. „ 2s The) 4 

: I.! he following report was read. 
inhabitants of the/ counties of Suffolk end Queen, iu the ſlate of 
New Vork; of Eſſex county in New-Jerſey; of the guνnανα, 
Philadelphia, Jerk, Northampton, Mithin, Dasphin, Weſhing- 
ton, end Cumberland, in Penuſylvaiſte : and of che county of A; 
melia, in Virginia, complaining of tha aqt entitled “ an a& con- 
+ ceruibg aliens,” and ther late afts of Congreſs, ſabmit the fal. 
lowing REPQRT:coot! mn ĩð dn ns An U ares Dis 
II is the profeſſad object of theſ& petitions to ſolieit s gepes 


tien o an act ſor ih | 
inſt the! Unised States, on dh 


puniſiment af certain crimes aga 


d pel meaſures hitherto.adopted for vopellin g the aggreſſon and 


4235 
Complaluts are particularly directed againſt the laws providing 
navy, for augmenting the army, authoriſing a prowiſional army, and 
eonps: of vdlun for laying a Hoty. on; ſtamped vellum, parch 


ſing loans for the pibhe ei, or 21505 mant oft ee 
Wich theſe topics of complaint, in ſome of the petitions, ars is 
tor wingled invectiyes agalaſt the policy of the government from. 
early period, and inſinuations derogatory. to the character of tþ 


rn eee 

While che committee regfet that the public cauneils ſhould. ave 
he invited to liſten to other than 'expreſbons.of reſpett. they trul 
referred ta thei 
examination, and formed their apimons on à juſt appreciation e 


The act toncerving aliens, and the a0. jp. addition; to tha act ini 


ſidered. 5 od 7 OL. * 9 Krim 
contendedy at Can 
greſs have no power to paſs a law for removing Aſieas, +1 74 
To chis it is anſwered, that the aſylum geen by a nation to fo 


this point, abundant authorities wigir be adduced, Dat Aide cum 
practice of pations atteſts the principle. 4 mee 720 n 
The right of remaving alan, 28 an incident th power: | 


of the Umted States. By the Ich ſastian oft 


ta the 


might hand with views evidertly heſtile. 
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fate-from invaſion, and is veſted 
with/power co make all Jaws, which ſhall be proper to carry into 
ect all powers veſted: by the conſtitution in t De government of the 
United State s, or in any department or officer Miereof : and to re- 
move from: the country in timet of hoftificy; dingerons allens, wit 

may be employed in wining the way for Invation, is a meafore | 
neceflary for the purpoſe of preventing invaſion, and of. cours; 4 * 
meaſure that: $95 pages empowered to adopt. 
The ct is ſuid to be unconfriturional, —— rentove aliens, _ 
is a direct breach of the conffitution, which provides © by: the ↄrh 
ſection of the 1 article, that the mi n or hn portation of ſuch 
s: as any e the ſtares das think proper to admit, ſhall not 

be prohibited by the Cong r gr to the year 1808. 
Te this; i is es bored: fed mis ſition in the conſlitution 
was enactod ſolely to from prohibiting until aſter 
a fit period, the Importation: of stabes, which ars from two con- 

kderations. Firſt; ther the reftrition-is torfined to the ſtates which 
were in exiſtence at the time of eftablifiing rhe eonſtirution ; - | 

ſecondly,” that It” is ro continse only rwenty years, for neither of 

whielc modificarions: could there have been thelewft reaſon had the 
reſtriction been intended to apply, not to Rong WE, dae fo +5 


al omigrapts in geter al. * 
on lo ebe, ts 


ths Sth ſoctlon of the be gth article, 


— Secondly: It is anſwered, that „e prepens emigration 
is a very different” thing FRO ſendinꝑg of, — — their arrival, foch 
emigrants as might abuſe the indulgence, by rendering theinſelves 
to the or ſufety of che country; and that if the con- 
ſtitutiun, in this particular, ſhg8ld be ſo conftracd; it would prevent 
Congreſs from dr ing a body of armed men from the Joſe ets 


Fhirdly. That as the Conſtitution e, Wen de the Riten 


power, to remove 
confiterniiow, in the mean time on rhe conſtruction aſſumed, there 
would be no authority in the cuunt ry. em powered to fend away 
dangerous alles, which: cannot be ädmitred; and that on a foppn- | 
ſtrion tho aforeſuid reftrictive cluuſe included every defeription” of 
emigrants, the I 28 
ſhalFyreconcite hem with euch other - and according to à fair inter- 
pretationi of thei different parts of rhe Conſtitutꝭ on, the ſeftion cat? 
nat be cunfidered as-refiritive on the power of Congreſs to ry " 
away. d s foreigners in times of threatened or actual hoſtility. 
And theugh the United States at the time of paſſing this a&, 
not in 6 ſtats of dechared war; rhey were in a (tare 9 1 — 5 
lityy and had the power, by: law, een e this a& they 
have doe, for removing danger cus aliend. 1 
This law iy faid ro violate that part of the Conſlitution witch 
that the trial of all erhmes, exzeepr im caſes . : 
ſhall be by: jury: ; whereas this ac inveſts che Prefidene with pow 


to fend: away: aliens on his on 9 aud chest audit puniſh: F 


ment without trial by jury. 


during the period of the Bmiration under 
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* t is apſwered, id be ſirſi place, tline-thie: Conſtitution TY 

bor 9 2 for aliens, who of conſequence have, no tig nander 

en country, and enjoy the- benefita of khn Jaws, 

— as ave but merely as matter of favor-and;papalilh. 

eq, which favor and permiſſion may be withdrawn, whenerer dhe 

23 N e with the general * Mall Ae far. 
continuanc angerous v4-Y Is 

It Is znfirercd in the-ſecond, place; thazthe provioes.in the Con. 

ſlitution nen 2 trial of offences by juris do 

C not apply to the: revocatipa of an alyJam given to aliens. Thoſe 

5 ese cle reſpect crimes, and the alien may be removed with- 

| out having committed any offence; merely from motives of- palicy 

or ſecurity. The citizen, of whe member of 8 has a riod 
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1 in the country, of 7 isfronchiſed, ex 
6 rely ar 2 
Isis anſwered. thirdly, that 2 though it may 


er to them, cannot de conſidered! aa a punifhbmenr ia 
"> ed for au offence, but as before remarked, merely the removal 
| ! general ſafety, of an indulgence which: _ 
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Te 14 in dition te ty an o& icnltpled dn 6 g the puniſhen: 
of certain crimes againſt the United States, commonly -called-the 
. ion act, contains proviſions of a twofold nature; "ark, againſt 
Keditious acts, and ſecond, againſt libellous and ſeditious writings. — 
- The firſt bave never been complained of; nor has any object ion been 
| made to its validity: the abjetion'applies ſolely to the denn, _ 
8 GX . e in the firſt place, — have no 3 
| * 8 paſs any act for puniſhing libela, no 
2 being expreſaly given, and all powers not given ta er 
N | -reſerved to the: ripen pee On pages there 
. To: this objection it is anſwered, that: 2 law, to puniſh: Falls, 10. 
daleut and malicious writings agaiolt the, Bevern ine with inten. 
8 lr up ſedhion, is a law necelſary,. for carrying imo effect ihe 
power veſtedyby the Conſtitution. ia the of the Unite 
. Sener, and in the departments and oſſicers thereuf, and canſequent- 
ly ſach a law 48 Cangreſa may. paſs :' hecauſe dhe dire dena af 
ſuch wrijngs is to obſtruct the acts of the government by. 
oppoſition to theig, to endanger. ite exiſtence by rrudering it 
_  odjous. and, conterplible in the eze$:of. the people; and ta 
| Jeditigus cotbluations. ageiuſt the laws, the power to xaniſt which 
| hag never been queltioned : becauſe it would, be mabifeſtly: abſurd to 
ſuppoſe that a goverumeat wight puniſh ſoditich, and yet be void of 


power to prevent it by puniſhing, thoſe ade, which plainly, and. ne- 
: ty lea toit: and becauſe under me power td make 
all laws proper and neceſſary for carrying into affect hve, >= 
: veſted by the ConRtjturion. in che government oh the. 
 Congrebs hare. ny laws for: r e ee rede. 8 
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. be, found in the Conſtitution, and the Gonſtitutionality of which has 
never been queſtioned ;.ſuth;as the firſt ſection of the act now under 
-conſtderation, for | puniſhing ſeditious;combinariens ; the act pafied 
during the ꝓreſent ſeſſion, for puniſhing (perſons, who withaut au- 
_ *thority r government shall carry on any correſpondence 
olative to foreign affairs with any foretin government ; the 
act for the puniſhment of certain crimes againſt the United States, 0 

vrhich deſines and puniſhes miſpriſion of treaſon ; the roth and 1 2001 . 

ſections which/cleclare the puni ſuhment of gcceſſaries to piracy ang — 

to perſons ho Hall 'confederate to betome pitattzs themſelegs r 
Induce others to become ſo,. the i 5th ſection, which infficts a l.. | 
ty on thoſe who text or falſify tlie record of any court A the United: j 
States; the 18th and 2 iſt ſections, which provide for the puniſh- 
ment of pet ſons conmitting perjury in any courrof the United States, 
or atrempting/to” bribe any of their judges : the 22d ſechon, which 
88 who obſtruR or reſiſt the proceſs of any cgurt of the 
United States, and the 234 agaluſt reſcuing offenders who have been 
convicted of any capital offence before thoſe Tonrts ; proviſions, 
none of which are expreſsly authorized, bat which have 18 1 
dered as conſtitutional becauſe they are neceſſary and proper for "£8 
carry ing into effect ce; n powers expreſsly given to. Congress. i 
It is objected to this act, inthe ſecond place, that it is expreſaly "44 
contrary to that part of the, Conſticution which declares, that“ Con- "| 
greſs ſhall make no. law reſpecting an eſtabliſhment. of religion, ar +» ith i 
| 


prohibiting the free exerciſe thereof, or abridging the liberty of the 
preſs,” The act in queſtion is ſaid to be an abridgment of the li- 
berty of the preſs,” and therefore uncouſtitu tional. 
I 0o chis it 4s anſwered, in the firſt place, that the liberty of the 
preſs eonſiſts not in a licence for every man to publiſh what he pleaſes, 
without being liable to puniſtment if he ſhould abuſe chi licence 

ta the injury of others, but in permiſſion to /pabliſh without previous, 
reſtraint, whatever he may thiuk proper, being auſwerable to thbe 
public aid individuals, for any abuſe of this permiſſion to their pre - 
jadice; in like manner as the liberty of ſpeech dpes not authorize a 

man to ſpeak malicious flander againſt his neighbour, nor the liber- 

ty of action "juſtify him in going by violence into another man's 
hoaſe, or in adaultiag agy perſon whom he may meet in the ſtreets. 

In the feveral ſtates the liberty of the preſs has always been under - 

ſtood in this manner; at d no other; and the. conffitation of every / 
ſtate, which has been framed and adopted ſigce the decfaration of 
"Independence, aſſerts the liberty of the prefs,” while in fevers] if 
not all, their laws provide for the puniſhment of übellous public a- 
tions, which wonld be a manifeſt abſurdity and coptradiction, if the 
liberty of che preſs weant to publiſh any and every thing, with- 
out being amenable te the laws for: the aböſe 3 this licence. Ac- 
cording to this juſt, legal, and univerſally admamtted definition of 

© the liberty of the preſs,” a law ta reſtrain its licentiouinels, in 
WO 7 gs OAT: Wo N Rr r K „ * 2 5 f ws Ne 
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tutional, hecauſe it makes nothing pen 
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publiſhing Falſe, ſcandalous and malicious libels againſt the govern- 
ment, cannot be conſidered as © an abridgement“ of its “ liberty.“ 
It is anſwered, in the ſecond place, the liberty of the preſs 


did never extend, according to the laws of any ſtate, or of the Uni. 


ted States, or of England, u hence our laws are derived, to the 
publication of falſe, ſcandalous and malicious writinge againſt the 
government, . written or publiſhed with intent to do miſchief, ſuch 


publications being unlawfu], - and; puniſhable in every ſtate, from 
Wwhenge it follows, - undeniably, that a. law to puniſh ſeditious and 
malicious publications, is nat an abridgement of the liberty of the 


preſs,” for it would be manifeſt abſurdity to ſay, that a man's liberty 
was abridged by puniſhing him for doing that which he never had a 


| liberty to do. 


It is anſwered thirdly, that the at in queſtion cannat be unconſti- 
that was not penal before 
and gives no new powers to the eourt, but is merely declaratory.o 


the common law, and uſeful for rendering that law more genera) 


known, arid more eaſily underſtood, This cannot be denied, and if it 
be admitted, as it muſt be, that falſe, ſcandalous and malicious libels 
againſt the government of the country, publiſhed with intent to do 
miſchief, are puniſhable by the common law; for by the ad ſettion 
of the gd article of the conſtitution, the judicial power of the United 


States is expreſsly extended to all offences arifing under the conſti- 


tution, By the conſtitution, the government of the United States is 


+ . *eſtabliſhed, for many important objects, as the CGovrnnMEyT oy 


'THE COUNTRY ; and libels againſt that government, therefore, are 
-offences-arifing under the conſtitution, and conſequently are 2 
able at common law by the courts of the United States. The 
indeed, is ſo far from having extended the law, and the power of the 
court, that it has abt idged both, and has enlarged" inſtead of abridg- 
: ing the * liberty, of the preſs,” for at common law, libels againſt the 
government might be puniſhed with fine aud impriſonment at the 
rag of the court, whereas the act limits the fine to two thou- 
ſand dollars, and the impriſonment to two years; and it alſo allow 
, the party accuſed to give the truth in evidence for his juſtification, 
which by the common law was expreſsly forbidden,” 
„And laſtly, it is anſwered, that had. the conſtitution intended to 
Probibit Congreſs from legiſlating at all on the ſubje& of the prels, 
whichis the conſtrut᷑tion whereon the objections to this law are found- 
ed, jt would bave uſed the ſame expreſſions as in that part of. the 
clauſe, Which relates to religion, and religious teſts ; whereas the 
words are wholly different: Congrels ;” ſays the conſtitution, (a- 
mendment 3d) «ſhall make no law reſbecting an eſtabliſhment of religi- 


on, oi prohibiting the free exerciſethereof, or abridging the freedom of 


ſpeech, or the preſs,” Here it 1s manifeſt that the conſtitution in- 
tended to $row Congrels from legiſlating at all on the ſubjekt of 


religious e ee and the probibition 1s made in the moſt ex- 


preſs terms, Had the ſame intention prevailed reſpetting the preſs, 


the ſame expreſſions would have been uſed, and Congreſs would 


have been prohibited from paſſing any law reſpecting the preſs,” 
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and rages with unabated ferocity, which has defolated the faiteſt por- 
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They are not, hawever, * ee from legiſlating at all on the 
ubjett, but merely from abridging the liberty of the preſs, It is ev- 


ident they may legiſlate reſpefting the preſs, may paſs laws for its ro- 


gulation, and to puniſh thoſe who. pervert it into an engine of miſ-. 
chief, provided thoſe laws do not © abtidge“ its liberty,” its Iiber- 
ty, according to the well known and univerſally admitted definition, 
conſiſts in permiſſion to publiſh, without previous reſtraint upon the 
preſs, but ſubjetts to puniſhment afterwarcs for improper publica- 
tions, A law, therefore, to impoſe previous reſtraint upon the preſs 
and one to infli& puniſhment on wicked and malicious publications, 
would be a law to abridge the liberty of the preſs, and as ſuch, un- 


- conftitutional, ©. 


- 


The foregoing reaſoning is ſubmitted 23 vindicating the validity of 


the laws in queſtion, © 


Although the committee believe that each of the meaſures adopted 
by Congreſs during the laſt ſeſſion, is ſuſceptible of an analytical juſ- 
tification, on the principles of the conſtitution, and national policy, 


yet they prefer to reſt their vindication on the true ground of conſi- 


dering them as parts of a general ſyſtem of defence, adapted to a 

criſts of extraordinary difficulty and danger. 
It cannot be denied that the power to declare war; to raiſe and 
armies : to provide and maintain a navy; to ſuppreſs inſur- 
xeQions, and repel invaſions, and alſo the power to defray the neceſ- 
fary ex * by loans of taxes, are veſted in Congreſs, Unfortu- 
or the preſent generation of mankind, a conteſt” has atiſen 


tions of Europe, and ſhaken the fabric of ſociety through the civil- 


| ized world, From the nature and effefts of this conteſt, as develop- 


ed in the experience of nations, - melancholy inferences muſt' be 


drawn, that it is unfuſceptible of the reſtraints which have either 


deſignated the objefts, limited the daration, or mitigated the horrors 


of national contentions. 'In the internal hiſtory of France, and in 
_ the condutt of her forces and partizatis in the countries which have 
fallen under her power, the public councils of our country were re- 


quired to diſcern the dangers which threatened the United and 


to guard not only againſt the uſyal conſequences of war, but alſo a · 
gainſt the effects of an unprecedented combination to eſtabliſh new 
principles of ſocial action, on the ſubverſion of religion, morality, 

law and government. Will it be ſaid, that the raiſing of a ſmall a- 


my, and an eventual ꝓroviſion for drawing into the public ſervice a 
confiderable proportion of the whole force of the country, was in 
ſuch a criſis unwiſe, or improvident ? © 6g iy 

I ſuch ſhould be the aſſertion, let it be candidly conſidered, 
whether ſome of our fertile and flouriſhing ſtates did not, fix mopths 
ſince, preſent as alluring objects for the gratification of ambition or 


cupidity as the inhoſpirable climite of Egypt. What then appear- 


ed to be the comparative difficulties between invading America and 


ſubverting the Britiſh power in the Eaſt-Indies ? If this was a pro- 
Felſed, not real object of the enterprize, let it be aſked, if the Sul- 
tan of the Ottoman Empire was not really the fran f France, at 
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the time when his unſuſpeing "dependencies wert invaded”: and 
whether the United States were hot at the fame time loaded with 
infalts and aflailed with hoſtikty ? If however, it be aſſerted, that 


the ſyſtem of France is hoſtile only to deſpotic, or munarthical gov- 
ernments, and that our ſecurity ariſes from the form of our Conſſitu- 
tion, let Switzerland, firt divided and diſarmed by perfidious ſeduc- 


tions, ow agonized by relentleſs power, illuſtrate the couſeqeunces. 
of ſimilar credulity. | * | O | £% 


s it neceſſary at this time to. vindicate the nayal,armament ; ra- 


ther may not the inquiry be boldly made, whethet. the guardians of. 
the public weal would not have deſerved and received the reproach- 


es of every patriotic American, if. a contemptible naval force bad 
longer been permitted to intercept our nëceſlary ſupplies, deſtroy. : 
dur principal ſource of revenue, and ſeize at the entrance of our 


harbours and rivers the products of our induſtry. de(tiaed to our for- 
eign markets! If ſuch injuries were at all to be repelled, is not the 
reſtriction which confined captures by our ſhips ſolely to armed vef- 
ſels of France a ſufficient proof of our moderation? Ts 

If therefore naval and military preparations were neceſſary, a pro- 


viſton of ſunds to defray the conſequent expences was of couiſe in- 


diſpenſible; a review. of, alt the meaſures that have been adopted 


ſince the eſtabliſhment of the government, will prove that Congreſs 


have not been unmindful of the wiſhes of the American people, to 
avoid the accumulation of the; national debt; and the ſucceſs which 


has attended theſe meaſures; affords concluſive evidence of the ſince- 
rity of gheit intentions. But to purchaſe ſufficient.quantities of mil- 


itary ſupplies, to eſtabliſh a navy, and to provide . for all the contin- 


gencies of an army, without reconrſe to new taxes and loans, was 
ümpracticable; both meaſures were in fact adopted in deviſing a 
mode of taxation, the convenience and eaſe of the leaſt wealthy claſs 
the ex- 


of people were conſulted as much as poſſible, and although 
pences of aſſeſſment have furniſhed a topic of complaint, it is found 
that the allowances are barely ſufficient to enſure the execution of 
the law, even aided as they are by the diſintereſted and patriotic 
exertions of worthy citizens - beſiqes it ought to be remembered 
that the expences of organizing a new ſyſtem, ſhould not on any 
principle, be regarded as a permanent burden on the public. 


In authorizing a loan of money, Congreſs have not been inatten- | 


tive to prevent a permanent debt; in this particular alſo, the pub- 
he opinion and intereſt have been conſulted. On conſidering the 


law, as well as the manner in which it was propoſed to be carried 


into execution, the Committee are well ſatisfied in finding any exceſs 
in the immediate charge e is likely to be compen- 
ſated by the facility of red 


ment. 
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The Alien and Sedition acts, ſo called, form a part, and, in the 
opinion of the committee, an eflential part af theſe precautionary - 


and protective meaſures, adopted for our ſecurity,  _ 


- 


emption, which is ſecured to the govern- 
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Frante appears to have an organized ſyſtem of conduct towards 
foreign nations to bring them within the ſphere, and under the 
domiuion of her influence and controul. It has been unremittingly 
purſued under all the changes of lier internal polity. Her means 


ire in wonderful coincidence with her ends: — Among theſe, and 


wot leaſt ſucceſsful, is the direction and employntent of the active 
nd verſatile talents of her citizens abroad, as emiſſaries and ſpies. 
With a numerous body of French citizens and other foreigners, aad 
zimomiſhed by the paſting ſcenes in other countries, as well as by: 
ipects in our own, knowing they hat the power, and believing it 
to be their duty, Congrefs paſſed the law reſpecting Aliens, direct- 
ng the dangerous and ſuſpefed to be removed, and leaving to the 
u fen ve and peaceable a fafe aſylum; nr Win 

The principles of the ſeditiow law, fo called, are among the moſt 
ncient-principles of our government. They have been ingrafted 


into ſtatutes, or praiſed upon as maxims of the common Jaw, ac 


cording as occaſion required, They were often and juſtly appiied in 
the revolutionary war. Is it not ſtrange, that now they ſhould firſt 
be denounced as oppreflive, when they have long been recognized 
in the juriſprudence of theſe ſtates ! | | 
The neceſſity that dictated theſe acts in the opinion of the com- 
itt Et EA 5 hor EL 8 
So 'ecrentric are the moyements of the French government, we 


an form no opinion of their future deſigus towards our country. 


They may recede from the tone of-menace and inſolenee, to employ, 
the arts of ſeduction, before they aſtoniſh us with their ultimate de- 
igns, Our ſafety conſiſts in the wiſdom of the pubſic councils a co- 


eperation on the part of the people with the government, by ſup: 


porting the meaſures provided ſor repelling aggrefſigns, and an age 
dience do the cia ass.... RE 

After a particular and general review of the whole "ſubject refer- 
ied to their conſideration, the committee ſee no ground for reſcind- 


ing theſe acts of the legiſlature. The complaints preferred by ſome 
of the petitioners may be fairly attributed to a diverſity of ſentiment 


naturally to be expected, among a people of various habits and ed- 


vcation, widely diſperſed over àn extenſive country the innocent 
niſ-conceptions of the American people will, however, yield to re- 
lection and argument, and from them no danger is to be apprehen- 


— 


ded. 92 | 
In ſach of the petitions, as are conceived in a ſty le of vehement 


and acrimonious remonſtrance; the committee perceive too plain in- 


dications of the principles of that exotic ſyſtem which convulſes the 


civilized world. —With this ſyſtem, however organized, the public 
councils cannot ſafely parley, or temporize, whether it aſſumes the 


guiſe of patriotiſm to miſlead the affectious of the people—whether 


it be employed in forming projects of local and eccentric ambition, 


or ſhall appear in the more generous form of open hoſtility, it ongkt 
to be regarded as the bane of public as well as private tranquiliry 
and order, NY ; | ES 
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ſeſſion, intitled “ An act concerning aliens.“ 


ſpecting the navy, military eſtabliſmment, or revenue of the United 
States. 8 05, ee | | ABER 


_ ety and conſtitutionality, may induce the houſe to reconſider thei 


a a doubtful nature and paſſed under an impreſſion of danger whic 
_ uniformly entertained, I feel it forcibly to be my duty to examine 


remain in force even if the firſt ſhould, agreeably to rhe requeſt of 
the petitioners be repealed. The petitioners apply ſolely to thoſe 


| proviſion, therefore, complained of, and which is the ſubje& matt 


quires them to reſpect the leſſons of experience, and. tranſmit 10 


it to be inexpedient to repeal the 


Tunis ſabje&t was ſo fully diſcuſſed during the Jaſt ſefion, tbet! 


entertain ſome hope that the change of circomſtances which has ta 
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Thoſe to whom the management of public affairs is now-confi 
cannot be juſtiſied in yietding-any eſtabliſhed principles of lay 
or government to the ſuggeſtions of modern theory ; their duty xe. 


polterity the civil and religious privileges which are the birthright 
of our country, and which it was the great object of our happy 
Conſtitution to ſecure and perpetuate.  - . 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, the Cor tree beg leave to re 
the following reſolution. . e 
Reſulved. That it is iuexpedient to repeal the act paſſed the If 


Reſolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the act paſſed the laſt 
ſeſſion, intitled © An act in addition to the act intitled “ An att fe 
the puniſhment of certain-crimes againſt. the United States.. 

Reſolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal any of the laws re 


The queſtion being M to the firſt reſolution, declaring 
ien law. ee 
Mr. GALLATIN roſe, e 
Mr. Cuarmman, 


* 


would not have addreſſed the committee on this occaſion, did I not 


ken place ſince the laws were enacted, and above all the ſenſe 
which ſo many of our fellow · citizens have expreſſed on their propri 


deciſion of laſt year. | BY i IDEN 

Petitions figned by near 18, oo freemen of this ſtate alone, col 
lected in a few counties and within a few weeks, have been laid on 
your table, earneſtly requeſting Congreſs to repeal laws at beſt of 


does now ſeem to exiſt, of general alarm which has nearly ſubſided 
Sixteen hundred of my immediate conſtituents have joinedin theſe 
petitions, and their opinion on this ſubject being the ſame which I have 


the reaſoning uſed by the ſele& committee who have reported a+ 
gainſt the repeal of the obnoxious laws. 1 EL 

be a& concerning aliens comes firſt-under conſideration.  Twc 
laws were paſſed during the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs on that ſubject 
the one concerning aliens generally, the other reſpecting alien ene 
mies. No petition has been preſented againſt the laſt, and it woulc 


proviſions of the firſt act which are not included in the laſt. - The 


of the reference to the committee, is that which authoriſes the Pre 


that government by the ſection which provides that the mi 


out which ſome of the powers delegated ta Congreſs could not be 
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ident to remove out of the territory of the United States 4 ſuch al? | 


jens {being natives, citizens, denizens, or ſubjects of a nation which 
is not at war with the United States, and which has not perpetra- 
ted, attempted, or threatened any invaſion: or predatory incurſion 
againſt the territory of the United States) as he ſhall judge danger- 
ous to the peace and ſafety of the United States, or ſhall have rea- 
ſonable grounds to zu¹ꝑ are concerned in any treaſonable or ſecret 
machinations agaiaſt the government thereof. x 
This authorization is conſidered by the petitioners as unconſtitu- 
tional, 1ſt. becauſe uch power being neither amongſt the ſpecific 
powers granted by the conſtitution to the general government, nor 
necessary to carry into effect any of theſe ſpecific powers, is, both 
by inconteſtible deduction, and by the 12th amendment reſerved to 


theigdividual States, ad. becauſe even ſappoſing ſuch power to be 


by implication comprehended amongſt thoſe granted to the-general 
government, its exerciſe is for the preſent expreſsly prohibited to 

ation 
or importation of ſuch perſons as any of the ſtates ſhall Moder 
to admit ſhall not be prohibited by Congreſs prior to the year 1808, 


and zdly. becauſe aliens are ſuppoſed to come under the general de- 


ſeription of perſons to whom by the Conſtitution the right of a trial 
of all crimes by jury is ſecured. Bo, Ne 1 

In anſwer to the firſt objection it is not tontended that the power 
of — ſuch aliens is ſpecifically granted by the Conſtitution. 
But ĩt is inſiſted, 11k; that every nation has a power at will to admit 


to remove aliens — ad. that this power is neceſſary and proper in or- 
der to carry into effect the ſpecific powers veſted in Congreſs to 
declare war and to protect each ſtate from invaſion. * 


To admit the firſt poſition in its fall extent, does not deſtroy the 


force of the objection; for that objection reſts not on a ſuppaſition 
that the power of removing aliens does not exiſt in the nation; but 
on the principle that it is not one of thoſe granted by the nation to 
the. general government ; that it is one of thoſe entruſted by the na- 


tion to the governments of the individual ſtates reſpectively. The 
ſecond poſition is predicated on a conſtruction of the clauſe of the 
conſtitution and on an application of that conſtruction of the act, 
which to me appear inadmiſſible. The expreſſions uſed in that 
clauſe are © necefſary and proper.” The idea conveyed by the word 
% proper,” is implied in that of the word neceſſ | 

ever is neceſſary, muſt be proper. The addition of the word pro- 


per, was therefore uſeleſs, unleſs deſigned more preciſely to aſcer- 


tain- the meaning of the word neceſſar y, the better to prevent a 
conſtruction that by neceſſity nothing more was meant than pro- 
priety, and to eſtabliſh beyond contradiftion that whatever might 

Congreſs be tho't proper, -was not on that account to be. judged 
neceſſary. 'Henee the meaning of-the word neceſſary, is confined in 
that elauſe to its ſtri& ſenſe, to wit, the power of paſſing laws with · 


carried intq effect. 


ary,” for what 
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In the preſent caſe, it cannot be ſaid that a power generally tg 
remove aliens, not belonging to a nation from which a war or inva 
- fion is apprehended, is neceſlary or even proper in order to protec 
the ſtates againſt ſuch a war or invsſion. Aliens individually ma 
commit acts tending ta aſſiſt the enemy, and in ſuch caſe, it Would 
become neceſſary to puniſh them. Should a body of armed aliens 
[the ſuppoſed caſe of the ſelect committee] land with views evident 
ly hoſtile, to whatever nat ion they might belong, the act itſelf would 
be an invaſion, and the neceſſity of repelling, or if another expref. 
ſion is ſelected, of removing them, would be. ſelf-evident, : and im- 
mediately flowing from the ſpeciſie power delegated to Congreſs, to 
protect the ſtates againſt invaſion. But it. is ꝓrepoſterous to ſay that 
the neceſſity of à general removal of alien friends flows from the 
apprehenſion of an invaſion. | The law concerning aliens, however, 
does not deſignate the acts which ſhall- eſtabliſh the neceſſity of their 
removal individually. Although they may not have been: concerne( 
in any machinations againſt government; although the machinations 
in which they may have been concerned ſhall: not have tended to 
promote or aſſiſt an invaſion ; and although their machinations 
might be ſufficiently, prevented and puniſhed in the common courſe 
of law; although, therefore their removal may not be neceſſary to 

protect the ſtates againſt an invaſion; yet by the preſent law they 
are liable to be removed, if they ſhall. be ſuſpected of being con- 
cerned in thoſe machinations. Their having actually and individs- 
ally committed certain acts, is requiſite to conſtitute that neceſſity 
which alone can juſtify the exerciſe of the power delegated by this 
law. And. yet that removal, which in order te be. conſtitutional, 
ſhould ret on its neceſlity, depends, by the proviſions of this law, 
on the bare ſuſpicion of a neceſſity. But neceſlity implies proof, 
and cannot reſt on a ſuſpicion. The law cannot be ſupported: by 
the conſtitution, unleſs that inſtrument had declared, that Congrels Wl ſpe 
ſhall have power to paſs laws which they may ſuſpect to be proper be 
or neceſſary, in order to carry into effect certain ſpeciſic powers de- w. 
legated to ben.. l i a ton oft vs od 
But the law does not even conſine its operation to caſes when a ci 
war or invaſion ſhould be apprehended. Suppoſing the alarms on br 
that ſubject to be completely at an end, ſtill the power remains with pe 
the Preſident to remove aliens ſuſpected by him to be concerned in m 
ſecret machinations againſt government. The power delegated; by p 
this Jaw is not applicable excluſively to caſes where it may be thoxt au 
neceſſary in order to carry into effect the power: to protect ſtates 2 
againſt an invaſion. It is to apply generally and under color of its 
neceſſity for executing, certain ſpecific powers, it may be | exerciſed r. 
in a caſe here that ſpecific power on which alone it reſts, has itſelf m 
nothing on which to operate. Although it mag happen that- there as 
ſhall be no neceſſity to protect ſtates: againſt invaſion, it will even el 
then, according ta this conſtruftive, doctrine, (till be lav fal todo an ci 
act which cannot be conſtitutional, except on account of its being 


necellary to protect ſtates againſt invaſion, 


7 
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y te Tn order therefore to ſupport the conſtitutionality of the law, the 
inva . ſelect committee mult ſuppoſe, in the firſt place, that Congreſs may 
rote paſs laws, without a certainty of their being neceſſary for carrying 
may into execution ſome of the ſpecific powers granted to them, that is 


would to ſay, that Congreſs have a right to paſs laws which may be unne- 
aliens „ for that purpoſe. In the next place, that if a cetain law is 
ident. neceflary only for executing a conſtitutional meaſure of a tempor 
would nature, that law may conſtitutionally. be executed, altho* the tem- 


cpre(.M porary meaſure itſelf ſhould not be executed at all; that is to ſay, 
d im. that the incidental power may be exerciſed for a purpoſe different 
eſs, to i from that of executing the original on which it reſts. 
tha The application of that conſtructive doctrine to the ſedition and 
1. the alien laws juftifies a concluſion, that if adopted it will ſubſtitute in 
that clauſe of the conſtitution a ſuppoſed uſefulneſs or propriety to 
the neceſſity expreſſed and contemplated by the inſtrument, and will 
in fact deſtroy every limitation of the powers of Congreſs. It will 
follow, that juſtead of being bound by any poſitive rule laid down 
by their charter, the diſcretion of Congreſs, a diſcretion to be gov- 
erned by ſuſpicions, alarms, popular clamor, private ambition, and 
by the views of fluctuating factions will juſtify, any meaſure they 
way pleaſe to adopt; that inſtead of being bound by the conſtitu- 
tion, they claim the omnipotence of a Britiſh Parliament, that all 
the reſerved powers of the people or of the ſtates will be ſwallowed 
up at their pleaſure by that undefined diſcretion, in a word, that 
the conſtitation itſelf, ſo far as it reſpects a limitation of powers, is 
by that doctrine completely annihilated. Even the poſitive checks 
which, in a few inſtances, prohibit the exerciſe of certain powers, 
will not prove a ſufficient guard againſt an inordinate appetite to 
' legiſlate on ſome favorite ſubjecd r. 2X 
Thus, in the caſe of the ſedition Jaw, the prohibitory clauſe re- 
ſpecting an abridgnient of the liberty of the preſs is attempted to 
be explaived away by ſtar · chamber definitions, by exotic doctrines, 
which if ſuffered to flouriſh, will overſhadow and ſmother every 
plant of American growth doctrines incompatible with the prin- 
ciples of a government elective in all its executive and legiſſat ive 
branches, of « government which the people, the ſole fountain of 
power, cannot properly carry into execution, if the ſources of infor- 
mation are ſhut up Tom them: if a free and full diſcuſſion of every 
public meaſure, is, at the will of thoſe who enjoy only a delegated. 
authority, checked and embarraſſed. by profecutions for libels, 
grounded ſolely on the Britiſh ſyſtem of hereditary prerogative. 
And thus, in the-caſe of the alien law, it is ſaid, that the tempo - 
rary prohibition enjoined on Congreſs, to forbid the importation or 
migration of perſons, muſt be underſtgod as applying only to ſlaves; 
znd that a power to remove emigrants may de conſtitutionally ex · 
erciſed, though that of prohibiting their migration ſhould be un- 
. p ß Dy", 
The evidence of members of the conyention, Which framed the 


. 
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corſtivution, has ſometimes been offered ta prove that that body by 


perſons; męant flaves. But the evidence af thoſe members cannot 
prove any tiligg beyond their own individual intention, or at: moſt 
their belief of what might have been the intention of ſome other 
members. Nor is, on any poſſible ſyppoſuian, the jatentiow of the 
convention itfelf of any 4 to decide the true meaning of 
the coꝑſtitution. For they were not the legiſlators who paſſid and 
ratified the act, but only the framers who drew the inſtrument, and 
offered it for conſideration. As well might the [Judges of the fa- 
preme court he induced in their deciſion on a point of law, to aban- 
don the clear conſtruction pointed out by the preciſe meaning of the 
words of the {tarate on account of the ſuppoſed opinion of ſome 

members of the commitree of this houſe that had drafted the: law, 
as we be guided by what was at the time the meaning of ſome of 
the gentlemen who drew the conſtitution. After a laple of ten years 
it is prepoſterous to receive parole evidence againſt-a ſoer ed record, 
Are the people of America to be told, after a-lapſe of ton years, 
that the delegation of powers, which they fanctioned, under, the 
impreffion of what on its face appeared to be its meaning, is to re- 
ceive a contrary conſtruction bottomed on the private meaning, on 
the unknown opinion of the members of a body whoſe deliberations 
were ſecret? And it, even through miſtake, thoſe individuals adopt - 
ed expreſſions which conveyed a different meaning from what they 
intended, is that ſuppoſed intention to prevail over the explicit 
ſeaſt of thoſe exprofions?- ff e 

But we are told by the ſelec committee, that (thore could not 
hot have been the leaſt reaſon“ for confining the reſtriction to the 
then exiſting ſtates, and to a period of twenty years, had the ve- 


ſtriction © been intended” to apply to all emigrants in general 


Here again; a ſuppoſed iutention is brought as an . om againſt 
the peneral acceptation of the Word“ perſons.“ be queſtion is 
not whether we are at a Joſs to find the reaſons which dictated à 
modification of the reſtriction, - Yet if we were to recur to ſup 


{itions, we might as well ſuppoſe that the then exifting fates which: 


alone formed the conſtitutions, felt intereſted only for themſelves, 
and not for non:exiſting' ates 3 and that thoſe ſtates who were in- 
tereſted in promoting the migration of free perſons, were farisfied; 
with the ſame regulation which ſatisfied thoſe ſtates who were a 
prehenſive of an interference in the importation of ſlaves. Hut t 


only queſtion is whether that modification is contradictory. with the 
common acceptation of the word “ perſons,” which it will not be 


denied, in its natural ſenſe Hl apply to free as well as to the other 
deſcription of individuals Whether there is any thing 


{hates ? IF there be nothing inconſiſtent in that provifion; the mod- 
ification of the reſtriction cannot modify and alter the meaning of 


- 


the werd © perſous,” 


} 


q | abſord and 
repugnant to common ſenſe in ſaying: that Congreſs ſhall not for 
twenty years prohibit the migration of free perſons in the exiſting 
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not on migration, but on the. importation of per 
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Was there any poſſibility of doubt on the ſenſe of that ward, it 
miglit be explained by other parts of the conſtitution, and by other 
expreſſions in the clauſe nfelt. _ Benn, . 

l pe ſecond ſection of che firſt article of the conſtitution, ſpeaking 
of the mode of aſcertaining the reſpe&ive numbers of the ſexeral 
ſtates, declares that they ſhall be determined by adding to“ the 
whole, number, of free perſons” (including thoſe bgund to ſervice for 
a term of years, and excluding, ludians not taxed) © three fiftfis. of 
all other perſons“ A ſentence in which the word perſons is ex- 
preſsly applied firſt to ſreemen, and ſecondly to {laves. A 
The protfibitory clauſc- itſelf declares that the migration or im- 
portation of ſuch. perſons. as any of the ſtates, &c, ſhall not be pro- 
hibited, The word“ migration,“ as contragiltinguiſhed from it 
portation, clearly implies the free will of the perſon, v0 Sloth 


 exclulively.to free perlons. | 


The Select Committee have alfo informed us that the power to 
ſend off emigrants who abuſe the indulgence granted them to re- 
maln, is a very different thing from the power of preventing emi- 
gration: meaning, I ſuppoſe, that although Congreſs might be for- 
bidden by the conſtitution to prohibit migration, they may conſtitu- 
tionally ſend off ſuch emigrants. Was the power claimed by this 
law, that of puniſhing, by tranſportation, aliens convicted of cer- 
tain offences defined by the law althougli the conſtitutiohal necef- 
ſity of that mode of puniſhment would ſtill remain to be proved; 
yet the argument of the Commitice would deſerve ſome conſe 
tion. But it is denied that there is the leaſt difference between a 
power of prohibiting emigration, and that of ſending off any alien 
at the will of the Preſident, merely becauſe he is ſuſpected by that 
magiſtrate. The tranſportation of the emigrant does not reſt on 


any act committed by him, but on the degree of ſuſpicion entertain: 


ed by the Preſident. The removal, therefore, contemplated by the 
law, is not the ſpecial removal of certain emigrants, but a gener#l 
er to remove all the emigrants on. ſuſpicion, if the Preſident 


ſhall pleaſe. 1 mult confeſs that, ro my underſtanding, hat Pqwer 


to remove all emigrants, would, if exerciſed, (and the law authori- 


* 


F 


2 
bi 


ſes its general exerciſe) amount preciſely to the ſame. thingy with a , 


general prohibition/of emigration. oo oo be 
Sas far it is true that the clauſe of the conſtitution admits of a, con- 
ſtruction which. would defeat its object, that at the end of it, we 
find a proviſiop permitting Congreſs to lay a ny of ten dollars, 

ons. 


been for that proviſion, Congreſs could not even have checked that 


importation by any duty. As the clauſe vow ſtands, they cannot 
check the migration by any duty whatever, nor the importation. hy 


a duty higher than ten dollars. And yet it is contended that, ot: 


Had, it not 


withſtanding ſo much caution, Congreſs may by a general power of 


ſending off emigrants, evade the reſtriction laid upon them, and 
together prevent the effect of migration. _ 
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conl}iration, has ſometimes been offered ta prove that that body by 
perſons, mant flaves: - Bt the evidence of thoſe members canner 
prove any tiling beyond their own individual intention, or at moſt 
their behef of what might have been the intention of ſome other 
members. Nor is, on any poſſible ppoſu ion, the jutentiou of che 
convention itſelf of any importance to decide che true meaning of 
the coꝑſtitution. For they were" not the legiſlators who paſſed and 
r4tified the at, but only the framers who drew the inſtrument, and 
offered it for conſideration. - Av well might the Judges of cho ſa- 
preme court he induced in their deciſion on a/pojnt-of law, to aban- 
don the clear conſtruction pointed out by the preciſe meaning of the 
words of the ſtatate on account of the ſuppoſed opinion of fome 
members of the commitree of this houſe that had drafted the: law, 
as we be guided by what was at the time the meaning-of ſume of 
the gentletnen who drew the conſtitution. Aſter aluple of ten yeart 
i is prepoſterous to receive parole evidence againſt. a ſoered record, 
Are the people of America to be told, after à lapſe of ten years, 
that the delegation of powers, Which they fanctioned, under; the 
impreffion of What on its face appeared ro be its meaning, is to re- 
ceive a contrary coaſtruction bottomed on the private meaning, on 
the unknown opinion of the members of a body whoſe deliberatigts 
were ſecret ! And it, even through miſtake; thoſe individuals adopt - 
ed expreſſions which conveyed a different meaniug from what they 
intended, is that ſuppoſed intention to prevail over the explicit 
ſeaſe of thoſe expreſſions? ? „8 

But we are told by the ſele committee, that (there could nat 
hot have been the leaſt reaſon”? for conſiq ing the reſtriction to the 
then exiſting ates, and to a petiod of 
ſtriction been intended“ to apply to all emigrants in - 
Here again; a ſuppoſed idtention'ts brought as an ent againſt 


ar ” 
the general acceptation of the word © perſons.*?-. Ide queſtion in 
not whether we ate at a Joſs to find the reaſons which dictated a 


modification of the reſtriction. - Let if we were to recur to ſuppo- 

ſitions, we might as well ſuppoſe that the then ex iſting fates which 
alone formed the conſtirutions, ſelt intereſted only - for + themſelves, 
and not ror non:exiſting tares : and that thoſe ſtates who were in- 

tereſted in promoting the migration of free perſons, were ſatisfied 
with the ſame regulation which ſatisfied thoſe ſtates: who were -4 
the 


preheuſive of an intexference in the importation of ſlaves. Bur 
only queſtion is whether that modification is contradi with 


common acceptation of the word “ perſons, which it will not be 


denied, in its natural ſenſe Nl apply to free as well as to the other 


deſcription of individuals F Mhether there is any thing abſord and 
repugnant to common ſenſe in ſaying: that: Congreſs ſhall not for 


twenty years prohibit the migration of free perſous in the exiſting 
{tates :? If there be nothing inconſiſtent in that provifion; the mod- 
ification of the reſtriction cannot modify and alter the meaning & 
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Was there any poſſibility of doubt on the ſenſe of that ward, it 

might be explained by other parts of the conſtitution, and by other 

expreſitons in the clauſe ie. 

l pe ſecond ſection of che firſt-article of the conſſitut ici, peaking 

of the motle of aſcertaining the reſpective numbers of he ſexeral 0 
lat es, declares that they ſhall be determined. by adding to the N 
whole number of free. perſons” (including thoſe bgund to tervice for ; 
a tertu of year, and excluding, lydians.got taxed) * three fifihs of N 
all other perſons “ A ſentence in which the word perſons is ex- 4 
preſsly applied frſt to ſteemen, and ſecondly to, ſlaves. N | 


The prolibitary clauſc-irfelf declares thai the migration or im- 
por tation of ſuch. perſaps, as any af the ſtates, &c, ſhall not be pro- 
hibited, The word, migration, as conragiltinguiſhed from , i- 
portation, clearly implies the free will of the perſon, * | 
exclulively to free perlons. 5,148 ebe in anos Bois: 5 f 

The Select Committee have alſo: informed us that rhe power o 
ſend off emigrants who abuſe the indulgence. granted them to re- 

main. ĩs a very different thing from. the power of preventing emi- 
gration: meaning, I ſuppoſe, that although Gongreſs might be for- 

bidden by the conſtitution to prohibit migration, they may ,conltituy 

tionally. ſend off ſuch emigrants. Was the power claimed by this 

law, that of puniſhing, by tranſportation, aliens convicted of cer- 

tain offegces defined-by the law althovgir the conſiitutiohal necef- 

iy of that mode of puniſhment would ill remain to be proved; 

yet the argument of the Committee would deſerve ſome conſidera - 
tion. But it is denied that there is the leaſt diſfereuce between a 
power of prohibizing-emigration, and That of ſending off any alien 

at the will of the Preſident, merely becauſe he is ſuſpected by that | 
magiſtrate. , The tranſportation- of the emigrant does not reft on ;_ 
any: a&/commitred by him, but on the degree of ſuſpicion entertain · _ 
ed by the Preſident. The removal, therefore, .contemplated by the 


Neis 14 


law, is not the ſpecial removal of certain emigrants, but a gepera! 1 

power to remove all the emigrants on ſuſpicion, if the Pr eſideut | 
ves, ſhall pleaſe. - I muſt conſeſs that, to my underſtanding, that pqw er 1 
in- to remove all emigrants, would, if exerciſed, (and the law aut hori- * h 
fied ſes its general exerciſe) amount preciſely to the ſame. thing wich a. i 
a -general prohĩbĩtion of emĩgration. n 1 . nee 1 
4 San far it is trus that the clauſe of the conſtitution admits of 2, con- ! 
the ſrugion which. would defeat its object, that at the end of it, we — ö 
be find a proviſiop permitting Congreſs to lay 28 of ten dallarsẽ 
her not on migration, but. om the importation of perſons. Had, it nat 
and' been for that-provifion, Congreſs: could not even; have checked th gr. 
for' WU importation by any duty, & ibe clauſe vow ſands, they, cannot | 
ing check the migration by: any, duty whatever, nor the importation. by © & 
od- a duty higher than ten dollars: And yet it is contended that hot. 2 
of withſtanding ſo much cantion, Congreſs may py a general power 2 b | 
A ſending off emigrants, evade the reſtriction laid upon them, and | 


together prevent the effect of wigration”. k - 
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Finally, if there be any difference between the power of proki- 
biting migration and that of ſending off emigrants, it conſiſts in this, 
that it might have been apprehended that, under color of the 
ral power over commerce given to Congreſs, they might'by ties 
or other commercial lations have prevented or checked migra 
tion ;, but that there dogs not exiſt any power granted to the gene- 
ral government by the conſtitution which can rationally ſerve as x 
pretence to claim an authority to remove emigrants generally... 
And the only deduction to be thence inferred, is that the clauſe now 
under conſideration, although it might be proper for preventing the 
exerciſe of the firſt power, was unneceſſary for the laſt purpoſe... 
A conclafion to which I agree in its full extent, aud which it ſeems 
2 me I have already fully eſtabliſhed in the firſt part of my argy- 

rr f Fete <3 AT Ty ers REALM 

The ſelect committee driven ere by the weakneſs of 
the ground they were compelled to „have recurred to a. laſt 
1 the moſt extraordinary perhaps of any they have advan- 
ed. Having ſaid in the former part of their report, that every na- 
tion had a right to ſend off aliens at will, they afterwards aſſert, 
that © as the conſtitution has given to the ſtates no power to remove 
aliens,” it is neceflary to conclude thar the power devolves to the 
general government. R 0 jb 
It is I believe, the firſt time it has been ſuggeſted 


| , that the powers 
of the individual ſtates were derived from the conſtitution of the 
' United States. That conſtitution has heretofore been conſidered as 
a delegation of powers to the al government, and not to the 
ſeveral ſtates. © But the aſſertion of the committee may be ſhortly 
anſwered, by reading the 12th amendment to the conſtitarion. 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the conſtitu- 
tion, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are reſerved to the ſtates re- 
ſpeCively, or to the people.“ In order to prove that powers are 
not reſerved to the ſtates, it is neceſſary to prove that they are dele- 
gated to Congreſs ; and the Committee wich that Kind of logie 
which pervades the whole of their report, in order to prove that 
powers are delegated to Congreſs, afſume the poſition that they do 
not belong to the ſtates.” The conſtitution declares, that 2 * — 
ers not prohibited to the ſtares, are reſerved to them; the 
Committee aſſerts, that the powers not given to the ſtates, are not 
reſerved to them. It would ſeem, as the Committee had been de- 
ſirous of juſtifying, by their own argument, what I have advanced, 
that the doctrine neceſſary to ſupport the conſtitutionality of this 
law, would iofallibly ſwallow up all the powers of theſeveral ſtates. 
That the ſtates had a right to legiſlate on this ſabje&: never was 
denied. It is a fact that ſome of them have legiflated _ it. 
Virginia has paſſed an alien law, which has been quoted by the ſup- 
por ters of the law of Congreſs. It was ſtrange enough, that on 2 
conſtitutional queſtion, whether the United States, or the ſeveral 
ſtates had a a right to paſs ſuch laws, the advocates for the right of 


— 
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out the proſpect of being naturalized at the end of a period, b 


denied, that the proviſions 
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; ſhould quote a law of one of the ſtates, which proved the 
very reverſe of their doctrine. But their object was to puzzle and 
confound, and not to enlighten the underitanding ; and if they 
meant to reſcue the law of Congreſs from the charge of impropriety 
and injuſtice, © dy the inſtance of that of Virginia, they have been 

ilty. of a groſs miſrepreſentation : for the act of that ſtate, fo far 
om being ſimilar to that complained of, is not a law concerning 
alien friends, but a law reſpecting alien enemies, perfectly ſimilar to 
that of Congreſs of which no one complains, and which paſſed with- 


out oppoſition.” . | Wok = 
againſt the law, drawn from that part of the 


Io the ar 
conſtitution; which ſecures the trial of all crimes by jury, the moſt 
ſatisfactory anſwer given by the Committee is, that aliens not being 
E the conſtitution, have no rights under it. Without enter - 

g into an examination of the conſtitutional queſtion ariſing on that 
point I will only remark, that the conſtruct ion is harſh ; and that to 
tranſport emigrants, © merely from motives of policy,” and“ with - 
out their having committed any offences, is often. unjult— always 
42 and cruel.” The manner in which aliens have been invi- 
ted to this country, and the peculiar ſituation in which they ſtand, 


juſtify the aflertion, | — -\ 


The conſtitution gives to Congreſs no power over aljens, except 


that of naturalization. The power therefore, remains wich the 


ſtates ro give to aliens the right of denizens. . That power has not 
been exerciſed by that name ; but it bas in fact, been carried into 
effect. Not only in ſome ſtates have aliens, been enabled to pur - 
chaſe, to hold, to inherit and to leave by will, real eſtates, a right 
which JN conſtitutes a denizen, but many have actually 
been admitted in ſome ſtates, either by ſpecial acts of the legiſlature 
or in conformity to former general laws, to all the rights of citizens 
of thoſe ſtates, ſo far as it was in the power of individual ſtates to 
do it ; that is to ſay that they have received every right, bur ſuch as 
ariſe from naturalization, every right of denizens. On the other 
bend, the laws of the Union have invited emigration, by holdin 


till nearly the time when the alien law paſſed, never exceeded five 
{x Under theſe laws, emigrants have, by a formal declaration 


re our courts, given evidence of their intention of becoming 2 i | 
Im (INTER 


izens and renouncing, their former allegiance, a declaration alu 
tantamount-to an actual reuounciation. They have abandoned their 


native countries forever ; many of them have acquired lands, and 


married in America, molt of them have here the whole of their pro- 
perty, or their only means of ſubſiſtence. Under all theſe circum- 
ſtances, it may be doubtiſul, whether a great proportion of theſe al- 


ens are not entitled to the rights of denizeas ; and, if they are not 
tive laws, at leaſt it can hardly ve 


ſo, by a ſtrit conſtruction of 


| the law violate, in this reſpe&, the 
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The palicy of this menſurd ſemms to ie defend by the: ſel 
committee, of ahe ſame nd which is 49; be a;pretenceand:2 ju. 
rifleation of every er laser oppreſſion, for; excry-encrbackment 
of power; for every new tax, for: every extravagant loin, hor. every 
prodigality of expenditure, for every -incfedls of nayy, Toh every 
Randiog army, wich nay be taiſed under the various names df peting- 
nent army. additional army, proviſionalarmy; eventulal army, ot well 
affect ed volunteers. The alien and ſedtrion acts form, in the opinie 
the commit eo an eſſential part of our general ſyſtem of defence again! 
France. Ida not mean to follow them, whillt they uſe, infteadoftargy- 
ments, the mere cantof the day. They cannot be ſerious when they tell 
us of the employment of the active talents of a numerous body: ef 
French citizens here as emilfaries and ſpics.: And if they are doe 
that committee mean to impoſe upon this houle; as hof the people 
of ſome parts of whe Union Do we nbtknow, that, if there he any 
danger from France, the act reſpett ing alien enemtes is applicable 
to her citizens ? and that the law no complained of reſpects alien 
friends, and was originally intended doloprrate, not. againſt abject 
of Fravee, but againſt Irith emigrants aud otlter ſahjscts af Great 
Britaig ? Do we not know that norwithſianding all che clamauy of 
laſt ſummer, and notwithſtanding the two laws p ed on that ſutſject, 
not a ſingle French citizep. has beem rem??? = 
Sti else can ſuppole that tho committee were in earneft,, when 
they pretond tobelicve:that the United! States offered: as eaſy and d- 
luxi ag a conqueſt 16 Brance as Egypt. They ſeam to have fe 5 
that Egypt was governed and de fended by mamelukes and-inhavite 
hy flaves, that the United, States are ag, yet inhabited and defended 
by dhe peaple themiclyes, But if the. committee. thought that the 
fear of an invaſion dic; juſtify thofe laws:when 2 Will they 
pretend to ſay, that the danger, exen in their opinion, now 45 
and that the ſame neeaſſity no juſtifics the coptinudice of t 16 laws 
It is not only, again invaſtgn that;thoſe laws. are ſaid te be necel- 
ſary, .We'are told of a ſyem which convulles the civilized world, 
and has ſhaken: the fabric of ſociety; of oi an cotybini- 
tion to eſtabliſh new. principles of ſocial ation, on the fubverhon' of 
religion, morality, Lr and goverment, i thels are: the! danger 
Which threaten us, and if Congrels thiuk themſelves veſted IAH all 
the powers which they may think expedient t 'repet them, F'with 
to know to what extent they may nor legillate, an by Wag Pol. 
Gble limitation they can be reſttained in Meir aſſümption of pow. 
ers, There is not an individual;on this floor, hers is not a man of 


common underſtanding and common information ib tis naion;who, 
unlefs he is under the influence of the illuſons of the new anthre- 
pubfican tanaticifm, or blindded by patty ſpirit, does odt know that 
thele pretended danyers are, in Amerira, te vifionarypha .of 
a diſordered imaginatio . And I have taken motice of - thoſe: fenti- 
ments, merely to give an addlitionel / proof, that under; pretente af 
preventing imegina ty evils an attempt is made to etDνν the n 


potence of Congrels, and ſubſtantial deſgutiſm on dhe rin, f 
Conſtitution. e | | a <> : | 
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Is that x: medſure of ſerurity ans! general defents; which jars a 


numerout body bf aligns, of thoſe alirns Who are reprefented as fo 
deſperats and dangerous, under the abfolute gontroul bf. one tnan--- 


Which, by hulding the rod af 1crror over their hands, and leaving 


their fate at his ſole diſpoſal, renders them complete ſla ves of the 
Preſident, and makes them proper in ſt tuments for the eK Euñiun of 


every —— agree may ſuggeſt, which faction may dic- 


tate f za government of laws whict leaves us hb ſecurity but 
in the confidence we have in the maderation:and patziotiſm of ond 
man ? And da tbe abettors of thoſe laws forget hat even that is pro- 
carious.? and that the unlimited power Which they thünk fafaly 
lodged in one individual, may, in a day, be veſted in another man in 
whom they do hot place he fame curidenceFf̃ͤͤ hs |! 

, Is that 4 saure of eee bas dimĩniſhed the 
confidence in goverment and produced diſunion amongſi the 

and amongit the. le 2 þ e 2 5 


. 
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Yet I am happy to find that even this. law Has produced; fo gener- 


i diſfatis faction. I Was the more alarmed on account of this law. 


becauſe; attackibg' only aliens for whom no immediate concern cbuld 


he ſelt, it might the more e aſiby become the vehicle to introduce docs 
trines and inet ions, which would: bereafter ſerve as a precedunt 
ta attack the libertias of the citizens theme bus. A pretence of 
general defence may juſtifſy op eſſvo meaſures againſt citizens as 
well as-again aliens. Although ſome nice diſli action may row be 
made n urdet to diſorĩminate ane ctafs from thb other, yet it muſt 
be retqembered' that the only ſecurity of the citizens againſt uncon- 
ſtitutional meaſures couſiſts in a ſtriit adharence to the cονtſti tation 3 


that than liberties are only protected hy a parchment, by wordes 


and that they may be doſtroyed, whenever it ſhall be allmitted that; 
the ſtriqt᷑ and commoti ſemſe of words: may be confirued.away under: 
the plea of ſome 


4 


OR ougatory where it nmits pow-we. 1 
We may fecl alarmed when we fee a committee of this houſe 2. 


ſexting\that-the powers not given to the Rates, and it may be added 
by the: fame tule of + confiru@ion, that the powers not giuen tothe 
people hy the Conftitution, belong to the general government. We 
when that committe ĩuſiſt' that, although it is true 
that the trial af all crimes/ muſt be by jury, yet to inflitt a puniſh- 


may ſoel ala mei 


wont when no: offence, no crime has been committed, is not a viola- 
tion of the Conſtitution 3 hen the only diſtinction they apply to 


citizens, conſiſts in the difference of puniſhment, but not in a differs 

ence of: the principle. We: may feel alarmed, ben werfind that 
Capgrels habe altesdy afied+on thole principles towards citizend; 
another law, tho ſedition lau, grounded | 


on the ſame principles; ot the ſame dottrine, or rather on the lame 
abandonment-of the expłicit ànd evident 8 conſtitut ion, 
which aloae could: juſtify the Alien law. I hope T truſt, that tho 


{piritthat dictated both laws; has fubhded, even within theſe-walls, 


and that the ſame Congreſs who, under the impreſfloris of a momen- 


* 


Hates 


ſed nece ſſity. - Whenever: the Ccmnſtuutiom 
Mall ba untes ſtood and exerciſed as an iv ſtrument unlimited wheres = 


— = oO One pu es ů ů ww — —— 


conduQ, 1 their own errors, and 


- Reſolved, That it is inexpectent to repeal 
ſeſſion. intituled An act in addition to the at, int 
the puviſhment e eee 
Mr NicuoLas ſpoke as follows: 

Mr. Caan, 


1 am ſorry to be obliged 


EET 
tion being taken. | 
| The ſelect committee had very truly flated, tine andy ite Gedoud 
and third ſeftions of the aft, in addition to the aft for the puniſh. 
of dertain crimes againit the United States are complained'vf; 
the part of the law which puniſhes ſeditious afts is acquicced 

in, and that the part that goes to reſtrain what are called | 
_ writings, is alone the object of the petitions. -. M 
This part of the law is complained of, 5 
the conſtitution, and deftruRtive of the firſt principles of republican 
— government. It is always juſtifiable, "be paſſed the principle of 
A lav, to e e can be paſſed with equal reaſon 


e 


b a. 2  — — — 
foul of our government. But when you come to enquire further 
and learn from the adyocates of the law, the authority which they 
claim for paſſing it, you will find that the power claimed, does not 
ſtop even with this law, miſchievous as it may be, bur that it ex- 
tends to abſolute and unlimited controul..” - 

ve It is not pretended that the conſtitution has giver any refs au- 
thority for paſſing this law, and it is claimed only as implied in that 
N of the conſtitution which ſays « Congreſs ſhall have power © 
wake all laws which ſball be neceſſary and proper 
execution the powers, . 
conſtitution in the g ment of the United States, or in any 


conftruftion of this clauſe, 


res Isert ele. 


+ 4716525 2405658 


partment or L _— 


3 
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| That tbe powers of the Federal\Governinent wers intendel to be 
is un adtnined, im the abſtratt; is proveti by every 
clauſe of the conſtitution, aud is poſitively declared by ther 2tha- _ 
mendmem an theſe' words, * the powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Conftitmion,nor-probibned by it to the Rates, are ne- 
ſerved to the ines refpettively, or to the people.“ SS 


ue jut conſtruction of be conſtitution, if the clauſe 


neceſfary and proper powers had been omitted, would have been the 
ſame thug it 1 1. 26 be with the addition; for there can be yo 
doubt that 2 grant of ſpeti ed powers would have contained a grant 
of doch power as-is neceſſary to the ſpeciſied poWer into effect, 
and4hejelorechederiiiaon ought make no difference, according 
to a well known maxim. This was the underſlanding of all the 
friends at the conſtitution at its adopt ĩon, and the conftitution 6ught 
mr Bute is ped. 
n meaning of it as epreſſed., II 
It is de, — — incroly 4 y 
to the poirers ſpecially enumerated in the conſtitution : and it muſt 
therefore be fe 7 and at the ſume time to 
| leave the boundaries between the general government and the late 
goveruments untouched. The argument by which the ſele&' com- 
' mittee bawe endenvored to eſtabliſh the authority of Congreſs'over 
the preſs, is the following :—< Congreſs have power to puniſh ſegi- 
uon xoimbitarions; to reliſt the laws, and therefore Congreſs mult. 
have the power to puniſn falſe, ſcandalous and malicious writing; 
2 ˙ſ—— rye gy adminftration odious and contenp- 
tible among the people, and by doing fo, have 3 tendency to produce 
. b.“ 
expreſely admitted by the committee, that the power. to 9 
. 
ſtructios, from the aufe giving all neceſſary and 1 
tote recited ; and chat there is no expreſs, powe e 
io that elt —— — 
but I contend that the inference from this impliod po- '§õ⸗r net 
de-ſapperieg; "Rr" Re er PEudeo Hort —_— 
The canditurion (ays, 4 Cvengreſs ſhall avg prds-over ſts 
which hinges, che endtuien, &e; but 26 mike it ſupport the m- 
traute of 'the committee, it | ſhauld £7: wed halb have 
afts which hfader 


power over all acts which are likel 
- the execution; H Out ebb — polrer of. Ton- F. 


to ſuch s as immediately intet fore with the-execution of the 
— 


neceſary'ay welt a proper, dn the acts really would hinder the 
ee commitree extends the ___ 
of Co refs to all which have a relation, ever iv 
w&the-eaumerated pos or rather to the acts which ata | 


ne their execution,” B/ e confirytion, the -conftitution re- 
_ mains defined ind lawtcd, zecording tothe r wan 
i Suro edt byahuthds nd Bern! won wet, — : 


- 2 


* 
* * 


pdwers' of Congreſs'; -becadſe the powers can only be 


—ͤ—6— — 2. —ä oy — — * — — 
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conſtruſtibu of the committee, alt ligitz. 
tended over the diffcrent aftions of life 


_ as ſpeculative politieiaus may ing iS 
Tbe ſugge ſtion on w 


| is tharſeditiods writings 
{i government. What bas a greater 


_ eration, which 1 
- which ſomo one of the eoumerated powers 

tained, It cannot eſcape notice, 
which are likely to bring u 
ill apply with more 
_ denied that the diſcovery of 


__ proving 
Seuded, 


a 
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certainly been aſſerted on this floot) that matters of opiriien, arifing 
on ntortous facts come under the law. If this'is the caſe, where is 
the advantage of the law requiriag iat the writing ſhould be falle, 
before a man ſhall be liable io puniſhment, or of his having the liber- 
ty of proving the truth of his writing. Of the truth of facts there 
is an almoſt certain teſt—the belief of honeſt men is certain enough 
to entiile it to great conſidence ; but their opinions have no cert am- 
ty at all the trial of the truth of opinions, in t he beſt tate of ſocic- 
ty, would be precarious; and perbaps a jury of twelve 
men could never be. found to agree in any one opinion, At the 
preſent moment, when, unfor:uaately, opinion is almoſt entirely go- 
verned by prejudice and . it may bo more decided, but nobo- 
dy will fay it 35 more reſpettable: chance muſt determine whether 
political opinions arc true or alle, and it will not unfrequently. hap- 
„ that, a man will be puniſhed tor publiſhing opinions which ace 
—_—_ has, whe 9p 27 do be * intereſting to. 
{ IC, me ne accic * a collected 2 
„ [ 
If the effect of the preſent Jaw is to reſtrain the free communica- ; 
tion of opinion, and its principle win juſtify any control govern- 
ment chuſes to exerciſe over the prels, an inquiry may ſafely be en- 
tered on, whether Congreſs ought to poſſeſs the power - even if the 


clauſe giving necelſary and proper power would extend. 50 ſoch re- 
more caſes, the authority cannot be claimed if it will do more harm 
than 


good —Ir is the more neceſſary to enquire into the uſeſulneſs 
of this power in the hands of Congreſs ;' fince the opinion is becom - 
ing current, that, that alone will give Congreſs a right to aſſume jt, 
upon the principle that government muſt hape a right to do every 
thing proper for irs ſafety. This doGrine may be very fallacious, 


if not token in the reſtricted ſenſe to be found in the clauſe” Sas | 


neceſſary powers. No government can afſume a power not delepa- 
ted, on pretence of irs being neceſſary ; for none have a right; to 
judge of what is neceſſary but the makers of the conllicution,.other- 
wiſe n competent to make eyery 94 
in a conftitution they might think proper, and the conſtitution, Wau! 
rank with the laws, and not above. them. — For the execution 0 
powers expreſsly grew, there mult haye been ſome latitude allowe 
to thoſe who Were to execute thew, the ſame in fac which is 
expreſſed in the claoſe reſpeRting neceflary powers... . 


Hheved not, und will ily de admitted if it can be proy: 
think it can, that the perſons who adminiſter the government bave 


bs the power claimed proper for Congreſs to polſcs 7 A ihe: | 
! 
have 


an intereſt in the power to be confided, oppoſed to that of the cam: , 
7 0 L that the nature of dur government 
makes a diffuſion of knowledge of public affairs neceſſary and prop- 
ople have no mode of obtaining it but through - 


munity.. It maſt be a 


er, and that the pe 
the prints. The neceflity for having this information reſults from 
its being their duty to elect all the parts of government, and in this 
way, to ſit in judgment over the conduct of thoſe who have been 


' 
<< " 


BW. n 


is nothing more chan this, whether men interbſted in ſuppreſſing 


vous men to iy, whether the tiſcogdet Which: we ſotmerime 


8 _— are true, if they tend to brivg a public 


two countries, when tlie ſameneſs,is eſtablühed? Hom Jong 


of ſeveral of dhe ſtates, made at t 


524 . _ CONGRESSIONAL  - 
hcretafore employed... The maſt jmporizos and necedaxy-informati 
on for the people to receive is, of the miſcon duct. of zheagorvarament,. 


becauſe the good deeds, althengh they will, produce affettion and 


gratitude to public offioers, witonly rende whe ax iſling · oon 
and will therefore make ho change in the conduc of thecpeople. 
The queſtion; then, whether the gb erumant oaght to;have 1 
over perſons ho alone cam give iuformation throughout & cou 


information neceſſary; for the people to have, oiighr-tw be! inrraſte 
with the power, or whether they ought to have a*power which incl 
perſonal intereſt leads to the abuſe ? Lam ſure no nenden in 
heſitate aBout the anſwef; und it may allo ſafely be leſt with 1 


in the preſs, had not better be borne with, than to rum ere 


conficing the power of correction to men he will de conta Fonſtantly 


ur ed by their own feelings to_Ueſtfoy irs uſEfolyeſy,” 7! 
he 2 of thinkiog Which countenances this lawothd the/doc- 
tigen on which, it is built, are derived from a cooptry whoſe gov- 


. ernment is fo different, from our” * tbat the ffrüstioß of poblic Ok- 


cers ought to be very.- differ ent, n Great Britain the Kivg it is he- 
reditary; and accordin, to. the theory of their government, can do 
no wro Public officers are his repreſentatives, and derive ſome 
wr N iadolability. from the theory, but morefr on, the p FAC. 
rice of the N which bas, for the moſt Part, been very ar- 
bitrary, | t Was, therefore, 'of- courſe, that, they. hola receive a 
differtnr ſort 'of reſpect from that which. Is pn - In, our overn- 
ment where the officers; of. government are the Ts of A peo- 
ple, are, giehable to them, aud Viable ti be qurned out of office at 
periodica eletions.. 10 Great Britain, Wiitings arc ſectious tho Y 
e i into contempt. 
n this bahn try, it 18 ſeen the ſame principl, is _ contended for, 
and, that in practice, , with reſpect to matters 85 opinion, we el 
ove the whole length of the principle., Has Jong can we, expe 
1 maintain the other diſtiactive qualities of rhe wa giltracy, * 
© 


be deſirable ta {have periodical” elefions, for the. purpoſe of Jodgihg 
of the condy of our rulers, he thy chai n e 
be 8 myi their will ? N 1 " 1 W | 
But, Sir, L have ever believed” this queſtion as (ſettled 15 an, a. 1 
mendment to the copltitution,. propoſed with others, for-declari 
and reftridting 1 its powers, as the preamble, declaxes, at the reque 
be adoption of the conſtitutjon, in 
order to prevent their miſronſtructiop and abuſe,—This amendment 
is in the following words, “ Congreſs mall make no law 7 
an eſtabliſhment of ren gion, or probibiting the free exerc 
thereof or abridgi | ihe freedom of ſpeechor,of.. rhe preſs, or 
«the right of "th yeh 3 peaccably.ro affemble and. petition the 
as emen for A re ane of WES. * FM, be 19 


ve 
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dawbt;abogt cha effect of chis amendment, untefs-the freedom of 
the preſs, means: ſamething very, different from what it feemad.;, or: 
unleſs there was ſome actual reltraint upon it, under the conſtimion 
of the United Stptes, at cher time of the adoption of this amendment, 
commenſur ate wich that impoſed- by this. law.— Both are aſſerted, 4 
viz. char the, © freedom af the. preis, has 2 defined, limited mean»; 
ing, and. that the; reſtraints of the common law re in forte under. 
the, United States, and are greater tlian cheſe of the act of Congreis: 
and Fs ee either wp; the .;freejom of the-preſs,” is not; 
abridgę 957 39 ot ooh © een nen Ef n 
It is oſſented b the ſelect commirtec, and by even body wh⁴. 
has, gone before; them in thie diſcuſſion, that tha ſror dom of the preſs. = 
according ta the univerſally. received accegtation of the expreſſion, 
means ouly, an, exemption from all. previous reſtraints: on publica- , 
tion: bet not wo an exemption, from, any puniſtument government 
pleaſes to inflie ſor what is! publiſhed, —This definition. does not at 
all diflingyi(b, het ven publications, of different ſorts, but leaves all 
to the zegulation.of-the law, only. forbidding government to ifver-; 
frre, until the, publication is really; made. Fhe defnitien, if true, 
ſo reduges the effect of the amendmens, that the power of Congteſa 
is left unlimited over the productions of tha preſs, and they: are: 
merely dęprixad af one mode of reſtraint. Ge t 11 

The. amendment was certainly intended to produce ſome limira- 
tion to. legiſlative diſeretion, and it mult be conſtruc ſo as io pro 
duce ſueh an effect, if in i poſſible. Thie is required in the con- 
ſtruction.of allſolemn acts: but / muſt be more particularly due to 
this, on, arcaumt öf the various enaminatigus it under wont, previous 
todts adoption, It was; firſt recommended by the conventions of 
ſeveral. ſtatas, was adopted by t- thirds of both Houſes of Cou- 
greſs, and nally ratified by three: fourths of the fete legiſlatures, to 
dive it ſuch a conſtruction as will bring it to/a mere nullity— would: 
violate; tha ſkrongeſt in junctions: of common ſenſe and decorum . and, 
ret that appears tui to be the effect of the: cenfiruftion adbpred; 
by the committee. A ſubſequent puniſliments are: ſafficient-ro de- 
ten printers from. publiſhing; any thing which is prohibited, there is 
no, ſtigt to the power 5 Congreſs; and yet, id appeans to me, 
that a. limit un was olearly intended; I cannot doubt the power 
of goxetament to bend printers to their will by ſobſequent- punim- 
ments, when all other offences are roſtrained. any in tbis way 
Government does not: puniſh men for keeping inftraments with: 
which · they can commit murder; but contents itſelf with funiſhiog 
murder when committed. The effect of the; amendment, ſays tile 
committee, is to prevent government taking the preſs. from its 
owner. ; but how 1s. their pow er leſſened by this, when they may 
take ihe printer from his preſs and impriſon him for avy length of 
time, for publiſhing what they chuſe to: prohibit, although it may 
be ever ſo! proper tor public inſurmatiun. The reſult is, that gov« 
ernment may forbũd any. ſpecies: of writisg, true as well as falſeũ to 


a” 


1 CoNGHBSSIONA. 


_ aftereſiatiog the law "reſpecting Mels, which is, that every thi 
whiclybringy a magiſtrate into contempt, is puniſhable, . . 
ttue or falſe; goes on to ſay; that this law is not ineonliſtent wich 


ęree of hberty in England, and that bels Whether true or Falſe, 
ought to be puniſhed there. Let us apply What is cafled bis defini. 


that it was conſiſtent with the freedom of che preſt, or that the de 


extent of their principles, by bringing them into operarion only by 
| _ ? Bur, fir, it is = manifeſt” abuſe of Blackſtone's' 


fourth volume of a panegyrie on "the: laws" of 


iſe, had been greatly ſoftened in practice, by "option." In 
is cafe, there was no danger of jmpairing. the mn to liberty, 
intended by the conſiitution; for England has no conltizution; 25 


plied here. A reſtriaive elauſe of the conſtitution of the Unitec 


writer, all are ſupjected to their po-w- err 
non which ie given to freedom of the preſs by che committee, for 


bels remains part of their codes. If ce is fact, about which how- 
ever 10 am uninformed, * * to be accounted for. | At the te. 


— 


be publiſhed j may infli& the heavieſt 5 hep ret} del 
for diſobedience; and yo we nde ver Fewvely aflure#'this id abe 
freedom of this preſs;?? * N va Ti Hat! Suat Nan 


But it is worth while to ties iv definition 193th! om be 
whence i it is token, and enquire iro the troamſtances it which it 
is uſed, ' Blackltone, in his Commthtaries on the wo of | Exigland, 


the liberty of the preſs ; and then gives a definition of the liberty 
of the preſs inthemannerir i uſtd by the/ committer.— The meaning 
of all Blackſtone has faid; is this; that rhe preſs has the proper de- 


* in the aa he uſed it, to rhe Te den of the. United States, 
poſe the preſent e queſtion was,” abr mould ponith truth, 
as 22 as falſhood, by libels, woold gentlemen venture ta"tell oy 


gree of freedom proper for the United © States, Would rem 
will venture to to they would not. Ought they, then; 1 
the doctrine hien hereafter may'be practiſed 2 10 the full extent 
Is there not reaſon to believe gentlemen hope to conceal the full 


authority, 
to apply it as it has been here applied e bad advanced in the 


d, and alter 
ſtify 8 Actyal 


ſtating the law on this ſübject, mas u theory to 
ſtate of the law. It muſt be remarked; in bis: -juſtification, that the 
nature of their goverament- juſtifies morb rigor rhen is confiltent 
with ours, and that the exiſting law} of which he was writing the 


what may be altered by the parliament;/and' therefore no prove pr. 
ciſion was neceſſary with reſpect to general principles! 17 
obſervatlions on wn je& ought to 1* called u theory, and a theo- 


75 adapted merely own' country, and not a'definition.—Very 
ifferent are the Ar un es in Which his doctrine has been up- 
States, by ite application, is made to mean nothing; and When it is 
clearly the intention of the conſtitution to put, at Jeaſt; ſome afts 
of the preſs out of control of Congreſs,” by the vorhbrity of this 

- Bot it is faid; that the ſtares have all adipted the ſame . 


that all the ſtate conſtitutions provide fo r jt, and yet the law of li. 


8 — 


iſe 
he 
1: 
Im 
it 
id, 
ng 
ger 
ich 


=] 
0 


velngion, he, ſtate lane, were. cicher..the/low.of - Copland; or wege 
 boile. on it, and of., conſe, 15 
trine reſpecting Jibels, . Mben, che Gate canſtitations were: formed 


of the beſt.proofs,of 


conteſt 
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e would.coptain-the mouarchical doe - 


the old law. was continued in force judiſcriminately,; and only a gen- 
eral exception made of what ſhould be found incookiſtent. with the 


tate _copltitutiens.... Now to, prove that the ſtates. have conſidered 


the lam eß libels confitent with the freedom of the preſs, gentle- 
men'ſhould ſhew, that this i been praftiſed an fince the rey- 
olagign, and that the attention of | 

execution, and. that ſtill-it.remaigs in force. I belieye this cannot 


be dens. Sa far as 1 know, it has been a dead letter, I mean. the 


law of: Hbels againſt magiſtrates ; and if ſo, the argument is rever- 
ſed, aud is wholly on wy Ade.” The terms. of this law furniſh one 
of the e truth of my opinion; for the framers. of 
it, wound up ag they haye been, ip their votions about government, 


fincs the adoption of the, ts ee eee tojtake a 


 widdle,courſe, between, xeal I ert and the ſtate law, which is ſup- 


paſed to conxiaue in force, and have ſiudiouſly endeavored do con- 


8 | con 
ceal, That their, doctring leads to the ſame thing by conſtantly pre - 
Nas yo their law is to puniſh only fallhoods-This fs 1 = 


 admiſhoggthar even now, public opinion would not ſupport what . 


they pretend is the law af each ſtate. Bat from the argument be- 
fore ur „I think it maſt be admitted that if whe ſtates had ſo un- 


od it, the conſtruction could not be extended; ro this amend - 
ment. No ſolemmn inſtrument can be conſtrued fo as to deſtroy it. 
1 haye.ſeen ſomewbete; and:1 beg leave here, ro. remark: ob it, Abe 
authority of the Convention wha formed the Conft 


| he. Conſtitution, of . Vir- 
ginia, quored to 10 f this construction. That Convention is. fad 
to have paſſed a law fimilar ta the law of . baving 
provided, for the liberty of the preſs. in their bill. of rights, Let us 
examine that law.,— The firſt ſection is to puniſh, thoſe, who ſhall 
by any word, open deed | 
and defend the authority, juriſdiction, or power of tbe king, or par- 
liament of Great Br itain, heretofore. claimed over this colony, or 
ſhall attribute any ſuch authority, &. his ſection, paſſed at the 
beginning of the malt, awful conteſt in which ever man engaged, 2 
2 the right, of ſelf. poyernment, agaipſt anf of. the moſt 
powerful nations in the world, was to eftabliſh, what? Nor the in- 
violability of the governor of the ſtate, nor of the mgjority. either 
houſe af the legiſſature, but to puniſh men who Would promote e- 
ſiſtance to the right of the people to goyern themſelves, to the prin - 
ciple of che Conlliwution, to the republican, printiple, So different 
is this from the object of the law of Coogrels, het it would have 
deen impoſſible to belieye that they ſhould; baye. been compared, ik 
we had not ſeen it done, A vg. 7 maſt” be; thrown. away on 
gentlemen. who do not feel the difference. between the reſpe& due 
o the Conſtitution, to the right. of ſelf government. in the people, 
aud that which is due to the organs of adminiſtration, Who caunor 


states had. been called td it by its 


a advitedly aud willingly wee 


* * 
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0 Geſkrwü bots bet he ure dh be Seed" with. 
| Lane tothe Leader Hef, nen they milbehave. I the 
feeond ſeckien of this du, theſe Ver td be puniſhed, ” who fhoeld 

3 and advifedty endeayor to-excite the people to reſiſi 4 
government of the colony, br n 
Tuc on the erden of Great Hrhiin, or malfcioully/ süd adh 

exceſs or raiſe tumults and diſorders Ha the ſtate, © ing 11 

Th.” adviſedly terrify rify and diſcourage the people from enliſting is the 
_ of the 9 or diſpoſe chem e fab the mein). 
The dehgn of Uns fectzom is up W the ſame with che ferter 
very act of i nt o the vermnent, | h immediate); 


__ Followed by ere SS, \Breat-Britaini- 'Theſt 56: 
are, 8 e queſtiot for they belong eo the elfe en 
erated in thie elk deen of the F dien hw, which nobody Wiſht 


< F A 


22 


10 repent, as the Cemwlrtes declare. Bot if the hv nad df ain 
| 2 to the law bf Congreſs, it would be improper 16 quote ft fr 


it is well Know that dur revdlution made à reſort ro/expetiicin 
ry in « Variety of inſtances, Which could get be Jallites y 


Eg 


2 a 


1 3 ple, #94 chat for à time Personal rig dus Here ed u 
4 2 e od Fes backt JH Alben | 
Wee very frequent relied/of!, Presents, tid 5 


und licentiouſt ; of the 1 „ich it is proper te ex me. 

Thie to hie to refute 'every 'dther ent which is (td © 

"this Auen ir amdums to an admiſſion that therè are ſohe 8 x 

i preſs which Congreſs when, It 41 to have 93 refrain; 280 

+ e by ease e th hibited'to reſtrain thefe act 

; Naw 10 k 2 "of Totes „ they” obght to chew the bun. 

gary between At. prohibited and whit bs petmnted: aud ther 

the 46256 net wi b K rohnbired cls. Te conftit tion ts 

med uo uch peng er e "they ban pretehd'ro g power 

cover ihne yreſs; 5 1-7 thiming the right of hat 35 free 

dom and what is Hcentioufotfs, und that would be roche a fight 

' which would defeat” the Conftitation z fot every” So refs would 

dar the ſame Fight, and the fresde nm of the 

© ateor ding to the wil of the e I 
e of thilming a>ſol, 


Attn 
i weg i 
pow er vyer the preſs? £2 

But it bs Tall the ptirafſevlogy of the amenInicar, Sond "oy the 
| We of it conſidered the freedom of the preſs as Hinited; vhs 


© wiſe they wooll have ufed rhe fair words in ſpesking or the free 
dom of dhe preſs, uch they use if [peakigg'of Ts 2 
#1 he"coni 


mints, This atgothetit is _ fanciful} 
br 46 iris my deßg A wet armee which T [Fecalte@ t 
have” eg, Ui „ k 3s plain, tlie iter of cht antennen 

10 intended to "hidulg 0 A of expreſſton, or thr WE #6: 
. deen zecuſtumed *tertaitj . Particular cbnhection. 
Tue ambidineiit fa) w, e of religion; “ Congreſs 
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ö been adopted in the lump into ſuch a government as-this ;, becauſe Wl 
| it was a compleat ſyſtem for the management of all the affairs of a il --. - 
country. It regulated eſtates, punithed all crimes, and in ſhort, went | 
N i0 all things for which laws were neceſſary, It might be more pro. 

rly conſidered as the meaſures of the power left with the ſtates.— 
Bat how was this law adopted ? Was it by the conſtitution ? If Io, 
it is immutable and incapable of amendment, In what part of the 
conſtitution is it dedarg to be adopted ? Was it adopted by the 
| court ? From whence do they derive the authority The conſtitu- 
1 tion, in the clauſe firſt cited, relies on Congreſs to paſs all laws ne. 
ceſſary to evable the courts to carry their powers iuto execution, it 
cannot-therefore, have been intended to give them a power not ne- 
* 25017 to their declared powers, There does not ſeem io me the 
malleſt pretiext for is monſtrous an aſſumption ; on the _contra- 
ry, . while. the conſtitution is filent about it, every fair inference is 
agairft it, It was thought neceſſary to adopt exprefaly many of the 
ancient and moſt valuable principles of the law of England, ſuch as 
trial by jury, and the writ of habeas corpus ; and wherever the con- 
Nitation gives cognizance of ctimes, which were known in that law, 
it requires Congrels to define them, and dire& the puniſhment, ex- 
cept in the caſe of tested, which it defines ff. 
perhaps it may be (aid, that the law of Eagan with reſpeRt to li. 
bels, was in force in all the Rates, and that therefore it is to be con- 
lidered as adopted. When we recolle& what that law is, that it 
puniſhes truth as well as falſhood, and that the N N of 1798, 
did not think ptoper o enact its proviſions in the full extent, it 
may be fairly denied that -it-could have accorded with the jealous 
republican temper of the conventions, who adopted this conſtitution. 
If the common Jaw was adopted on this ſubjekt, it was adopted en- 
tire as it then exiſted; and muſt remain forever unchangeable as part 
of the conſtitution. The power of juries muſt be the Tame as it was 
then, and no more, and the improvement which was immedittaly af. 
terwards produced by public opinion, in that- relpe&t, in England, 
will be denied to us, and we may even have to regret. the want of 
Tome of the proviſions of the preſent. odious law ; but there is too 
little reaſon for the ſuggeſtion of there being a common law in the 
United States, to need a refatation. If there was an uniformity in 
the law 1eTpeRting libels, it is one of the ſtrongeſt evidences gf what 
was before ſaid, that this whole doctrine of libels was obſolgte ; for 
nobody can doubt, after hearing what it is, that it muſt have under. 
gone conſiderable changes, if it bad ever been practiſed on,” 
F The committee ſeem to ſuppole; for I confeſs it is very difficult to 
1 _ comprehend this part of their argument, that the law of libels is 
adopted by that part of the conflitution, which extends the judicial 
power to caſes in law and equity arifing under the conſtitution ; for 
this is the expreſſion of the part referred to by them, and not * of- 
Fences ariſing under the conſtitution,“ as 1 quoted it. How 
this can be inferred I cannot conceive. If the expreffion was © of- 


fences,” as they aſſert, ſtill it would mean offences in which Con- 
Ereſ was directed by the Conititution to legiſlate; but as the e. 


, 0 
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e 
a me "really 3 „ the cafes are tnbttctible' which come within it. 
Wy See © The Federif” vol. II. for an explanation of this part of the 
conffitation : It is there faid, + It has been aſked, what is meant by 
N caſes ariſing under the conſtitution, in contradiſtin&ion from thoſe 
5 ariſing under the laws of the United States ? All the ſeſtrictions on 
e che authority of the ſtate legiſlatures furniſh examples of it,” & 
I For the opinion of the ſame writer, as to the force of the/common 
e- 


law of the United States, ſec lame volume, page 346, and the t. 


10 following pages, in which be anſwers the: objection to an omiflion 


* 5 its F ann it IN Cp 8 ere 


= he whole, theeefore, . on nl ſores; ide een is 
_ hy the conſtitution to controul the preſs, and that ſuch laws 


he re expreſaly prohibited by the amendment. I think it inconſiſtent 
ich che nature of oh government, that its adminiſtration ſbould 
9 have e to reſtrain auimadverſions on public meaſures; and for 

protection private injury by defamation, the ſtates are fully 
- competent. It is * them that our officets muſt look for protection 
t of perſon, eſtates, and every other perſonal right, and therefore, I 
n. Wc no resſon why it is not proper to rely upon it, for defence a- 

" Wl gainſt private libels, 

Mr. N. having ſet down, a few obſervations were made in favor 
of the committee's riſing and reporting progreſs, b Meſſcs. M' Dow. 
ell and Livingſton; and againſt it, =O in favor of taking the aeſ- 
tion on the reſolution, by Meſſrs. Bayard and Dayton, a 7 

was taken on the committe's riſing, and ne I, 51 to 42. The 
queſtion on the reſolution was then put an 


The queſtion was put and carried on the laſt reſolution without x 
deciſion. 


The committee then roſe, and the houſe hook up the ceſetridus, 
The queſtion being on concurring in the agreement of the commit. 
tee of the whole to the firſt e It was: decided by yeas and 
nays. Yeas g2. | Nays 47. 


53 to 3b. 
which the yeas and nays were exaily the ſame as upon the firkt.. 


AY 8 W 
= . EF = Tueſday ri a6 $48 20 


licial A report from 65 committee of claims was was SY by Mr. | 


+ tor Foſter, on the petition of George Eſterlay, with their opinion that 
5 of- the petition ought hot to be granted, ap that the rape have 
How Wave ro withdraw his petition. The Houſe concurred: 


g 
: 


carried by eli the 
ame number of votes, by which. the | former queſtion was carried, 


Mr, MDowel then moved. an «djouroment which was en 7 
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The queſtion ws then taken on the ſecond 8 upon | 
The en on e was e in, 61 votes being for it, £38 
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A bill for che regulation of Poſt- Offices was taken up, a auch the 
ouſe went into committee thereon, An ameadnient was propoſed 
dy Mr. Thatcher to alter that grade of poſtage which is below 30 
uiles, ſo as to make 1 it 40% for Jeſs than 20 wiles ** cts. ow 20 
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to 40. He thought. this would wee Ware ener 64 the eser 
and be more canvenient to 22 It was negatived. The com- 
mittee LG and the Houſe having agreed to , orgered | it to be 


d 

Mr. Rutledge reported reſpet ing fubſcribing for a aber of 
copies of the Journals &. to be publiſhed, agreeable to a refolution 
of the gth of January. They re Nen 
the reſolution of the Senate laſt ſeſſion for that parpoſe. | 

_ Cotmmminted to the whole' Houſe for tro-marrbw.. - 

A Petition was preſented by Mr. Gallatin from. Gearge Tares 
of the N. Weſtern Territory, praying the pre emption of fome 
kinds.” Committed to three meinbers}to report by bill or btherwiſe. 

r . Mir. Harper for the relief of Artevican 
A din tremm Senate, / to alter the H an 
court in Vermont: 

A bill from Senare for the bur ar ball In'ceetais eaten: 798 
And a bill concerning French citizens which have been 
. may be captured and brought into the United States 

| 1 taken up, read, and ctimitted to the Whol 


ſe. 
A bill from Senate, N Pennſylvania and Connecticut 
. clas, was poſtponed till next 
4 Tue Houſe reſolved itleff in commbirzee on the ohe ing ſereri 
Wo bills ; which were ordered a third readi 
| | . bill authorizing the an * of i 
RA provides. the . to chat n 
; 170 privates and 13 drummers and 
n wy for the relief of fick and difable 8 
As af: far better orginining che paaly/ of the Unired States, was 10 
taken up, but the committee xole without wn n 


The following en groſſe 9 and paſſed... 2 

e who have been, or may be 
captured and brought into the United States. 

e e the tins for holding the diftriEt eouets 0 of Ver 


A bn sdtherihug th entzitow of the marine corps. 
An act to amend an «> for the relief of fick and diſabled Seamen. 
And an act to eſtabliſh the Poſt-Offices in the United States. 
Mr. Gallatin reported 4 bill to authorize 8 
Weſtern Country, aud for granting pre- emption to certain 
Committed to the Houſe. 
| A report was made by „ 
John Brown Cutting. A motion for printing was negatived, and 
the report laid on the table. ; 
Abill from Sev, fo tu augmentation of the flares of . 


therein mentioned. 
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N ee little from one negatived 2 few * * in 
8 
The Houſe went into committee, which roſe without making ang. 
N. _— to the bill. 

R for it to be read a third time, the Leas and Nays 
were . 

Mr. M. Dowel faid it with very extraordinary, after a diſculbon 
had taken place in the Honſe, and a deciſion wes had againſt the 
increaſe of ſalary, that it ſhould in de brought up, and ſupported 
merely becauſe the increaſe was lels by a few hundred en den 
firſt propoſed 


Ar. Harper ſopported the bitt, and obſerved, that the other bill 


ptopoſed an additiua it the N + to the prefetir falaries of thote 
officers of 16,000 dollars is only inrended an increaſe of 
11,550 in the whote, He "oreffed the necelfity of it, in order 10 
command men ef abjlity ro 611 chole portant ftarlons, Some 
chiefclerks in merchant's houles tn this city, he (aid, recelved 2400 

dollars, and what was that high ſalary given in private ſtatious for, 
** was fot in pruportion to the truſt confided, This parfimoni- 
iſlation he muſt ſay was like the void „dog of fading at the 


Nie ard letting out a the bang hole. 
Mr. Champlin cbntendrd alfo in __ of the bil on che fare 
ds: be thought it was the poli the umeut to re- 
d cheir public ſervants of the na Se y, and wot leave 


them to'thake inroads upon wer private forrunes, and for theit fer · 
vices only be rewarded in heaven, and mot by the entry 2 
the benefits of their ſervices was experienced. 

The queſtion for the third r $4 was raken vs follows. wg 


Meſſrs. A 


Bartlet, Bayard, * rocks, Bullock, This - | 
lin, Cochran Craik, Band, Pennls, Deut, Lamont, Evans, A. Folt. 
er, 'D. > er, N. eres "Freemko, Gten; Goddrich, Gordon, 
Griſwold, Grove Harper ley, Hintman, Hoſiner, Imlay, Liv- 
ingſton, Lyman, Math, —. Morris, Otis, I. Parker, J. Far- 
ker, Pinckney, Reed, Rutied: „Sctureman, Sewall, Sm 
nickſon, S. Smith, N. Stith- alohr, Thatcher, Thomas, Thomp- = 
ſon, Van Allen, W 8 52. | 


Y 8. 
Meſs. Baldwin, Bard, Brown, Cabell, Chapman, T. Clatkprue: 
W. Claiborn Chay, Clopron, Devis, Bw ſon, , Elmen- 


dorf, Findley, Fowler, GaHarin, Gillefpie, Greg, anna, Harriſon, 
Havens, Heiſter, Holmes, Jones, Locke, Lyon, Macop, -0 54 up 
chan, M*Dowelt, New, Nicholvs, $kivher, W. Smith, 'Spra 
Spri Stanford, Sueupt er, A. Trig, J. Trig, Va Cortlandr, Var- 
mum, Ven enable, R. Williaws. 43. 

It was then determined to read it 2 third time this day, which 
was done, and the. / queſtion for the bill WI * 
and nays. Yeas 52, "Nays 40. 
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The votes were the fame in this as in the 1d queſtion axcep 

Meſſs W. Claiborne, Findley, and Van Cortlandr, v who were now 
ablent. 

A bill for the better organizing of the troops of the United States 
and for the purpoſes, was reſumed, the committee roſe after ſeveral 
amendments, ro which the Hooſe agreed, and the bill was ordetel 
to be engroffed. | 

A bill for the relief of Joſeph Wheaton was negatived in the Se. 
nate. Motion was made y Mr. Cochran to inſert the allowance in 
the contingent bill, which was carried. Adjourned. 

uur ſday, February :28. 

Reports were made unfavourable to the petitions of Lewis Ga 
reed and N. H. S. Fornier, to which the houſe agreed. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into committee on the report 278 a. com. 
mittee appointed December 19th, reſpecting the farther promulga- 
tion of the laws, Mr. Joſiah Parker in the Chair when the follow. 
ing reſolutions were agreed to: 
| Reſolved, That the Secretary of State be authoriſed 1 to cauſe all 
the laws of the United States, which may. be paſſed this ſeſſion, and 
hereafter, to be printed in ſome one, or more of the newſpapers in 
each ſtate, as ſoon as conveniently may be. 

Reſolved, That in addition to the number of copies, of the Was 
now required to be printed at the end of each ſeſſion of Congrels, 
there ought to be printed 5,000 copies thereof - one copy thereof to 
be diſtributed to each of the Judges of the courts of the United 
States, one for the uſe of each clerk of the faid coarts for the uſe of 
the courts, and one copy; for each of the Marſhals and diſtrict attor- 
nies of the United States - the reſt to be furniſhed to the ſtates ac- 
cording to the rules of repreſentation. - £28 

Reſolved, That 2, 00 copies of the ales of the United 
States, and the amendments that have been made thereto, ought to 
be printed for the uſe of the members of this Houſe. . _ 

Reſolved, That a copy of the conſtitution of the United States, 
and the amendments which have been, or may be made thereto, "_ 
to be added to each copy which is to be made to laws of the pr 
ſeſſion of Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That the reſolution for authorifing and dire cking the 
Secretary of Rate, to cauſe to be printed, 40,000 copies of the con- 
ſtitotion of the United States, ought not to be adopted. 

Mefirs, Nicholas, Goodrich and W. Claiborne, were inſtru&ted 
to report a bill accordingly, 

The Houſe went into committee on the following bills which 
were ordered to be engroſſed for a third reading: 


An act to amend the act for making appropriations. for military 
ſervices : 


An act thts a detachment from the militia of the U. States: : 


And an act to reviſe and continue in force a bill for the relief a 
protection of American Scamen, and to amend the ame: | 


tions : 


b were engroſſed, read a third time, during the ſitting, 
* a 


nd ordered to be engroſſed; alſo the following: 
An aft making appropriation for the naval eflabliſhment far the 


e 
rd par 47993 | 

A bil making additional ee for the vear 1799. The 
80 items were filled as follows: 1 Dolls. cts. 
8 * Expenſes under the fifth article of the Britiſh treaty, | 25,000 


Office rent, clerk hire, &c. under the 6th a . -., 46,666 67 
Office rent under the 7th article, | 26,400 | 
To carry into effe& the Spaniſh treaty, 1 20, 


Loan Office and final ſettlement certificates 13,000 


om Ex pences in addition to 40,000 dollars already appro - 
Ig. Wpriated, for 3 on the re with foreign na- _ 4 
„ions e | 


Contingent expences for carrying. on the intercourſe | 


all ith foreign nations, 78 700 
and Mr, Harper ſtated this (at the requeſt of Mr, Gallatin) 110 be for 
the additional expences which might be expected in the commiſſion 


to be ſent to France to carry on the negociation, and for the commer- 

cial treaty with the Turks. 6 

Reimburſement of ſums which have been, or may be Do Us, © / 

paid by the American Conſuls for the relief of fick and . 

diſabled ſeamen, , - 20,000 
To the ſubjects of Algiers and Tusis for eee in | 

the capture, or loſſes of menthandize freighted on board 


Loſſes fuſtained by the owners or the maſter of te 
armed ſhip Niger, Cntr Dana by the United States ſhip 4 


On motion of Mr. Otis, an item Was introduced, pro- 
viding for the expences attending the ſafe 87 1 
_ perſons who have been or my * i by the 
ſhips of the United States, | 18,009 - ; 
A bill to authorize the ſale of 2 hid. on the Flom rivers, 
and for giving pre-emption to certain perſons. - And | 
A dill for the relief of Comfort Sands and others, f 
The Senate diſagreed to the 3 of the houle for teten 
an item in the bill, providing for contingent charges, relating to g 
dollars to be allowed to the ſergeant at arms while ſick at the la 
ſeſſon. The houſe infiſted on their en and appointed con- 


* — 


ich eee 10 woet the Set heroupon, . 12 cog — Adjourned. 7 

JJV dig $eritht 7 4s 1s $897 14 
11 The Following egen bills were read and dated! l 
LO A bill for the relief of 1 ror and mach 'Yeas 56— 
od Nay 15. | 19s, 
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AL alt to alter and diſcontinue ſeveral Poſt Roads.and to eftabliſh | 
pthers, was agreed to in committee of the whole, and in the houle, 


Treaty with the Wader een powers, 200’ 


the United States veſſels,  ' 51,987 


Conſtitution, 11,000 
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A biit authorizing ths tte of lands in tho Unit Stats, * W, 
of the Ohio, and for giv g'Vag pro chpSan to certain peripas 

A bill makiog additional appropriation R 17 25 
And a dill making appropriations for the naval 
np RE reported by Mr. Harper, agreeable to a repor dt 
* 2 concerning Rtills, which was and ordered 
* AGM reporied by Mc Vaan „denne bret de. Pot 

er 


"A kill for — more general promulgation of the laws, "were: Thad 
and toramitted. . 


7 "A wag: from the Preſident was received, .announging bis . 
ion of ſeveral bills. 
Wi... houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill from the 
„ giving Ae authority to the 6 the "Vial 
army. 


t fo 


Mr. Joſiah Parker in the chair. os 
The firft on of the bill, which goes to enable the reger 
caſe war. ſhould break out- with 29 foreign nation, or in ce 

minent danger of invaſion, to raiſe 24 regiments of jafautry, " 
regiment and a NS of riflemen, a battalion of artlleris and 
8 gineers, and three regiments of cavalry, —m39 moved by Nr 
* — rock out. 

r. Gallatia was really at a Es 
heave diftated the attempt now before this commirtes. Firſt the 
Houſe were told, in order to padliate this meaſure, that it was to 
be ready in aſe of su polble attempt on the part of France, ant 
them that it was a neceſſary meaſure, and Rally that they gage 
5 from N taken lat. n 
ha taken certain gronnd reſpectin France. nh to at 
vt defence, or giving ns Pot...) to our merchant veſſels and 

blic armed veſſels, ta take Treach ſhips of war, he did not think 
om proper to recede, or to change the attitude taken. Ay a pre 
vate individeal, de thuaght the, meaſures which bed been taken of 
t head, were not the beſt, bat he was willing c ive gentleuion 
wir fvored thofe meakares, ell the eredit they draw fro its 
facceſs ; he had hot thought proper to move 2 Yepeal bf of them, 
but he thought they gaght not ro ftrengthen thoſe in ures * be 
Hoold not . ing the eventual ar- 
v, more than the p rovifional arm why (op ad not fallen of itſelf, 
gh he faw uo uſe . of it. But ie neu law, an nighityts- 
flog £ the army: already we liave paſſed a law to enable the Pre 
fident to reife $000 men; the law of the aft Leon was ts make tht 
eventual army 10,000, that there was bat 2,000 deficient before 
this bill appexred ; this. therefore is. quite a yew aacaſure; an the 
queſhion finply ;5, ſhall we engment as army, end wot "as; Red, 
ſhall we recede from former meaſores ? 
The permanent army bs 3 The acditional army as irate 
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laſt : ſeion, was. 9,999, this makes a permanent eſtabliſhment of 
14,999, this by the bill far organizing the army, barely | afſed, 
augmented by. 8,000 more, and theſe. e raiſed, not at the difere- 
riogary powers of the Preſident, but it 1s "obligatory The queſtion 
is NOW whether we ſhall enable the Frauds dent to rails 29 regiments 
more, the moment he apprehends anger ; this will 7 ment the 
army about d 320,900 more. But what is this arity | ? It is an arm) 
of 30,000 men upon paper ! '? We hive already an arm y of 9,00 
men on paper, aud the. other day there-was an army of 8,000 men 
on paper, to be added 
my, bat "this 3 is pot full, for notwithſtanding the liv alled the aſt 
benen, the Preſident did not. proceed to raiſe. the 45 ditional army 
till after che Congreſs met, and to this dey all the pi oe are vot 
appointed. „This is a plain proof, that the Preſident does not ſee ir 
neceſſary.ERabink I may ſay chat chis army on paper has uot been 
ena meaſure- of u dceſſu ys to repel, any danger which 
may be apprehended. Indeed are told we arc, in danger, be- 
cauſe {ance laſt ſeſhon Egypt has been invaded. Bat did that gen- 
tleman think that there was ſo much difference between this caun- 
try and Egypt ꝰ That e open and eaſy of conqueſt; beſides 
its inhabitants are flayes: 
dy the people themſelves, who are a ſufficieut defence. But though 


e a fleet > We are — to the very fluctuating ſtate ot 
Europe: T de believe they are fluctuating, and no event is to be de- 
pended upon: but id there any 

are not Parties in that peace, it will at leaft be viſdom in our ex- 


ecutive to ke ys parties in that peace, fo that no danger heuld 


sfterw ard be prebendect from the event. There can be no dan- 


ger that we ſhall'be expoſed to attempts from the French, The eri - 


tical tuation in. which we have been and are, is owing to the pre- 


Tent conteſt in Europe, and there will, no doubt, be ſome difficulty 


in making arrangements in order to.rengw commerce and get fatis- 
faction for the [| Nations and captures, _ bur thoſe arraügements 

will eee between the 1wo. countries. Theſe will 
the'only obſtacles in gur way, but a. geperal peace mult be” a 
fortunate event for ihe United States, and therefore here can be 


no neceſſity for ſuch armies an paper, a3 3o, oo men, excluſive ;of - 


2% 0 already yoted for. An army, of .5 2,000 men cannot be no- 
ceſſary, nor is there any proof that i it will be in caſe of war, and as 
Congreſs mult meet befare war cant xe place, it will be beſt in or- 
der to let the matter ſtay till they meet, if they think better to be · 


1,500,000 dollars, be upwards af 15 millions. I do nat 


_ Ka - 


W Th a 1. S 3 


r ** 


to the 5. ooo men, who are the permanent ar 


Qu the contrary, this country is governed | 
an invaſion from France might ſucceed, | how can they invadę us 


danger from a general peace? ? if we 


Row the money to a better uſe, why ould we reſtrict them? The 
annual ex pence of an army of 57.000; men will agreeable to the 
<xpence of the preſent permanent army of 5,000, men, which is 
think ibis 
fores will bentceffary; I do rhink ir will require e fleet then 
e n 3.0 miles off by divg | 


A 1 as 
12 9 = 


* 


 bne our exertions to paper, —thus we make a moſt formidable up- 
A f 14.9 2 N er 5. 


time it was uſeleſs and 
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en army ſufficient to cope with ſuch an artay, in addition to the vo. 
lunteers and militia which this country affords: I catinot therefort 
conceive what motive has introduced this ſection; I foe e ia 
it, but 1 do fee evil. If there is aby meaning in this vill, l i that 
ve cannot place any dependence on our militia withodt rhe addition 
of 52,000 men of the Canding army, or elſe that we mean to cg 


r. Ba died the juſtneſs of the prophecy which the yen 
tleman laft wp had uſed, due de uſually had piopberied Sel ts 
thoſe meaſures he did not like, but more particularly de doubted 
thern becauſe the event of His former p ies were different fro 
what he expeRted ; the whole of them to the pitſent moment had 
proved falſe, and therefore it was very poor gre for him-wo'T6d- 

inue on. M. Harpet then remarked the different windings which 
that gentleman ufually took to oppoſe « meaſure; & bacetime be 
would ſay it was dangerous and a deat; m another 
produced nothing. latter, in ita applica 
tion to the preſent bill, muſt #T only aid becauſe we have net been 
actually invaded fince the laſt ſeſſion, andthereſore there is ng ces. 
ſion for it: but on the contrary Mr. H. thooght the eyent ought to 
eſtabliſh the meaſure which had produced ii. We were not-inve- 
ded, but why were we not? - Becauſe the power thattheegtened us 
were not able. Aſk the Swiſs ; aſk the Egyptian why they were 
invaded, they would anſwer, becauſe we had not powerie withiland. 
What then ſecured us from invaſion ? Theſe vary mneatures; Which 


chat gentleman oppoſed with all his might. But he. conkders the 


reaſon why Egypt was invaded was, becauſe it was eaſy of acces, 
and we are not, therefore we are not inv But it was not the 
meaſures of that gentleman and his friends which\Tegured un from 
invaſion, but thoſe very meafures, one of Which id now before 
houſe, This paper army, as the'gentleman calls it, hay preven 


. Invaſion heretofore, 


de gentleman farther thinks, that a peace in Eun vm put 
an end to all differences : that there will be nothing d de but tele 


Swifs. Has the gentleman forgotten this? No; if he was ingehbuous 


he would not fay he had, but he would tell us our fituation was di,. 


| ferent from Switzerland, The truth is, the French wiſh to haves 


% 
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tlemiu whoſe it was to watch the movements and diſpoſitions _ 
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humble and flaviſh.to-the._ impertous demands of France, as per- 
mic ber to go to her neighbors, what is to hinder her going to Flori: 
da, and there to recruit an army in the Spaniſh polſe(ſions, in order 
to attack us in the moſt vulnerable part ? Would ; it be leſs poſſible 
or leſs probable than'the other ? No, and is it more improbable that 


The would pour men from her Welk nia poſſeſſions to that .coun- 


oy for the pyrpoſe ? No, it is not. When 100 000 men arrive at 
a61id, that moment the Spaniſh army become merely a name— 
tool to the French, 2nd the cabinet muſt fubmit to any in which 
the Fretich chooſe to dictate. To ſupport this doctrine of the in- 
creaſe of che demands of the French in proportion to their power, 
Mr. Harper rend ſome extracts from an anſwer given by Mr. Pick 


ney, late eavoy* to France, to the addreſſes of Charleftan, this he 
_ obſerved 


was not merely ſurmiſe and gueſe, but coming from » gen- 


of the directory, it muſt be well eſtabliſhed. Her only appearan- 
— W were to lull into fecurity in order to divide and con. 
222 her to have changed her ſyſtem, would be a fa- 
utc hus we are not to follow theſe:poor mean politics 
the gentlemen from Pennſylyania, and his friends have attempted. 
We are told that negociations ate on the tapis: from whence 
have they proceeded ? They have proceeded from the very perſon 
whais to have this power, aud who has. declaied he is willing ta 
meet the very lighteſt offers, aud even the appearances towards an 


accommodation.” ' Shall we refuſe his efforts to his attempts ? Theſe 


are the very meaſures. which will inſure us an honorable. peace if 
any ; this alacrity- in the Prefident to catch st firſt. Appearances 
ought to inſpire us with every reaſapable confidence to do it with 


ene. When is the greateſt force molt neceſſary ? Ts it not at the 


moment when the olive branch is held. forth ? Should not that 


redouble our efforts to ſhew- the power we treat with that if an 
— amicable accommodation. cannot 


come at, we can oppoſe them 
powerfully ? This is the cuſtom of all nations, in 301 to give 
weight and energy to their terms: this in all ages and nations bas 
ſhewed the wo 8 negociation is not another name for ſubtniſ- 
fron, It behoves us to beſtow the whole force of the country at 
this period, for the defence of its rights and liberties, "This will 
arm us againſt any infidious terms of peace to which I hope we ne- 
ver ſhall zecede. If there is a proſpett of peace between the two 
countries, then the riieafure will never come into effet, When it 


is ſeem by the French government that we are not to be duped into 


mean terms, nor to be alarmed by. d e 
Aae pence Bow, they may then. 

We are told that this meaſure is advancing upon our former 
fenee : i is not fo : Our poſition wilt: be. the as was taken | 


ſeſſion; if this bill paſſes. We do not alter the ground we then took; 


we only render it more - vigorous — more .rtpcfiable ;— we only 
ourſelves: in our formerintrevcbments; that. we may be 


”* 


R ieee el 


* 


ſtrengihen | 
nde prepared to make an, attack, and en _— H 


„ 


| H are thoſe 80, ooo men ordered in readineſs, but to prepare for any 
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ur. Lieipgſton declared hg felt ub moth Wtdur ds ily -mcniicr on 


affairs: { 
5 3 previous te that nation being eee ue, meaſures, have 


a 2 : 1 da beheve that in caſe of invaſion, your protection muſt 


be got ready in time to repel any invalion after that invafion has 
taken place, and before that event, it being impoſſible to Know it, dere 
preparation cannot be made by this billllll. 
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the floor, or any citizen ih the country to vote for ſuch meaſureg 4s euſſiv 
would be effectual to any necellary, arpoſe, but when he was call. ed bh 
ed bn to vote for that meaſure, he ben it hig duty to , weigh accord. it we 
ing to his beſt judgment every mealare agreeable.to; the circymiſtan- ions 
ces of the country, . The queſtion appeared to be Whether they lain 
thould provide againſt the invaſion : he would alk, did any member oun 
in the Houle coulider invaſion probable: He had not even heard it tend 
even affirmed. He had weighed, with, impaxtislity all che argu- plica 


ments which had been uſed, and, could not conceive even g proba- Egg! 


vility of invaſion, and, believing this, he could not give a :mealore was 


like the preſent his ſupport, a8, likely to aneet this object. He N 
ſhould not, however, have riſen againſt it, had it; been remajging mere 


fſimply upon the ſame groundſas heretofore taken, but it is depart- this! 


3vg from that grad ud, although gentlemen declare jr is, not; but on- he, k 
Jy carrying that principle to à greater extent: Mr. L. ſaid he could ſhall 
not difcover rhe diftinitron : +; Iydppeared-/to; him that gi ing the man 
Preſident power the laſt ſeſſiou/ to raiſe certain oops, was one WI (4's 
ground, but to give him power to jacreaſe thoſe trop it muſt be pow. 
quitting that ground. L ee eee enen he et 


* 


n They tell the houſe further; that the meafures taken laſt ſefRoN will 


have beeri productivt of the preſtut fa vr uble appearances in'poblic the! 
Re did fot. think ſo: he believed that rhef change took f I ſee 


e was not Willing" to change thoſe meaſures which were taken Taft ſef any 


ion: he wouldnot afk it, but on the other hatighertivugbr that al thoſe | I] gene 
| eee ought to aſk, who Was to pexfevere in the fame.mealures. 8 


If rhofe meaſares were efeQual" as gentlemen id, har nets © St 
"change them; None, All the declamatign oled about Swirzerlad, _ 
Ke. and that eternal recurrence to European pollties and thoſe kin ſuch 
of topics has nothing at all t do with our ſitustion. If zhe Tame bien 
reaſons exiſted when thoſe mealyres were adopted, and the poſture JF brig 
of affairs are not more urgent now, i a rupture 18.not now nearer II to th 
in proſpect, what motives can there be for ſtrengrhęning thoſe mes ted 
ſures? Then there can be no neceſſity for it. It is farther ſppported” e / 
by the probable inhucerity of the negociations: they mull be:fn- vice 
. cere, or they malt not: if ſincere, then the bill moſt be unnegceſſe- N 
ry : if inſincere, then, to follow. the argument before uſed; it would Je, 
be ineffectual, becauſe we have only this army on paper, aud e che. 
army we voted js not filled, and how are we aſcertained that ch, with 
30,000 men can be raiſed? There can be mo foupdation for the + 


#4 


truſted, not to mercenary. troops, but to the militia: : for What 


event of this kind. No gentleman can ſuppoſe that theſe men cou 
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be AR Worth er above tiled,” vighrwenrs very Tengilry din 
euſfſion'by* Mefirs. Pinckney, Dayton and Bayard, which was antwer- 
ed by Meſſrs. T. Claibarte auch Gallatin. Mr. S, Smith conceived 
it would be proper to get a dictionary to recouci le the jarring opin- 
1 of geutlemen. Mr. Livingſton in Ting ſeveral times to ex. 
ain, declared that he meant nothing but troops which received 
— pay, in contradiction to military troops : this he con- 
tended to be ſttictiy the meaning of the word, and this was his ap- 
plication.” ' In/ fame part of the obſervations of Mr. Bayard, Mr. 

Eggleſton called for order, but the enge declared 150 Ser 
was in order * 

Mr. T. Claibortie again enden 0 char! al tegitlar whips ah 
mercenary.” He then ſpoke of thei impropriety of giving the Preſident 
this ſpecial power ſince it Was ging him no new power — Sir ſaic, 
he, he Has power to call alf the militia into the field whenever it 
mall be neceſſury be can call you and me intathe field, Mr. Chair- | 
man, and he cannot call better mem into the field than yon and me. 
LA general laugh J He repeated the ſentence— Sir, he has it in his 
power to call out every man in caſe of wat or invaſion; aud when 
he calls I have no doubt they will univerſally-obey* I am ſure it 
will be ſo with my conftituents—1 with Imay ! eſo many cockades in 

the hats of the people when the enemy is near) if he ever comes, as 

| ſce about the ſtreets now the enemy is 3000 miles off. People 
have a right, it is true, to wear 'tockades/" but I do not think it is 
any certain evidence of their patriotiſm: dot 1-wiſh'to ef theo as 
generally worn when the enemy is at our doors. 

The motion to ſtrike out the ſection was loſt.” " yes 42, Nays. | 
Section 6, reads thus: 0 
That the Preſident of the U. 8. to aithoriſed to pee an | 
ſuch companies of volunteers as have been; or ſhall be accepted by 
him purſuant to the act entitled! n act &c. into regiments, 
brigades and diviſions and io appoint alFofficers therefor, agrecablx 
to the organization preſcribed by the law for the army of the Uni- 
ted States, but the raid volunteers ſhall not be compelled to 5erve out f 
the ſtate in which: they reſde, une their ere deen to ou ue. 
vice ſhall have been previouſly obtained, ' - \. 

Me. S. Smith moved to {trike out the words in italics. This fab- 
lee e ſaid was well argued during the laſt ſcſſion. Agrecably to 
the conſtĩtution of the U. States, the individual ſtates were vetted 
with the power to appoint all officers of the militia=theſe voluntary 
corps were conſidered as part of the militia, and by placing that 
appointment in the hands of the Preſident, was to take it out of the 
hands of the individual States. This act operates farther : it takes 
the youth out of the militia, and places them in thoſe volunteer 
corps, and thus rendering the militia a leſs efficient defence in cafes 
of danger than they would be. The militia, wherever they are or - 
dered/ maſt go : the volunteers, on the contrary, if this clauſe re- 
mains, cannot be ordered out of r N n a 
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contrary to the cunſt 
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going inte a volunteer corps, would, eſcape, a lengthy: u. und 
Perhaps a hazardous aud ateful ſervice, The xonch the angſt en, 
orgetie part of aur eguniry are to HN It home his, in his pin; 
ion, would, paralize the vigor of, nur nyiitia,, and in 2a manner, de- 
ſiroy its efficacy,; he could dt conceive wins ſupport ſuch a-pringi: 
ple, could have, „ e ann gens off 104 Lira gels ara: 
Mr. Bayard thonght that tbis mation, would operate ſo, that, we 
mould have no volunteers at all : volunteers, he obſerved, Were 
eompoſed of y dung men who diſcipline dhe ſelx ein order ta afford 
defence, and ſupphrt to their property: wheaeyer it be, faung that 
they are liable to be called nut of their ſtate, whatever may he the 
ſyirit of the young men themſelves, the;influence. of their guergdany 
or. parents would probably be ſufficient te deter them from, enter 
into theſe bodies, This he congeived au important ching, becauſe 
it was abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of the country, het there 
ſhould be volunteers, but this would leave them in a mychmore bear 
dous ſituation than the miliqag-thoſe were engaged for 2 conſidera. 
ple time, while che period which the militia had to ſerve, was ſhort, 
This he conſidered. about upon, a balance, with.the ther. 
le could not imagine a caſe in which they Would pox go beyond 
the proviſions of the Bill, as they are actusted oy 2 principle of love 
to their country in their voluntary; . in the ſervicg: it 
would be conſidexed as diſhonorable, and contrary to the ſpirit of 
patriotiſm, to avail themſelves of the cireumſtance of this law, when 
neceſſity called them beyond the live of he ſlst es. 
Mr. M Dowel, ſaid bis mind was much impreſled with the impro- 
priety of this Aetion; as introduced Jaſt ſeſſion : be conſidered it 
itution, becauſe the power of commiſſiogingsbe 
officers was veſted In the fates, and not in the general government: 
as the law paltgd at that time, he was in hopes that the impropriety 
would ſtrike the minds of gemi lemen Fo that ĩt would never be re. em 
scted. He read the ſection of che conſtitmion relating to the ſub- 
jet. He they repeated what he thought were, Mr. Bayard's words 
injurious to the patriotic character of the volunteers... Mr, Bayard 
explained that he meant merely that the influence. of parents, 4 
would prevent voluntee ring a EIT 
MI. M Dowel, ſaid he well recollected that-laſt-ſeſhon, the gen- 
tleman obſerved thoſe volumeers were ſa much engaged in cities and 
towns, that it would be injurious to their health to be called ont £0 
» diſtant ſervice: but he ſaid he had a different opivion, and a dif- 
| ferent wiſh ; be wiſhed ta fee volunteers who were willing 40 ge 10 
me molt diſtant parts of the union: beldid nat think much son: 
dence could he placed on thoſe who would: go hat th a certals poi, 
be ſuppoſed an enemy not far from the lines of Maryland ar New 
Jerſey. and the volunteers of Pennſylvania would nat crofs-the-line ; 
the whole intentions of the government may he at once blaſted, and 
the enemy prove, victorious : he was nut ſo willing as the;gtntle- 


| man. appracal.to, be. hazard fo much on the mers hazard of, dif 
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te dn thoſe whs dad we power ta "refuſe ſeyvlh g ther ho if 
chat womenr of danger“ Re ſtheught it would be mach diſpr | ._ 28 
hem to poſs d pri in which thelr patriotiſm was doubted. „ 

There was an advantage theſweorps'hid, Which the militia bud | "1 
vot: they were paid for fimeloft in training. When he faw en at- 8 l 
— made ſo much 18 the thjary of that Eiter be pur tal, und 6 | 
much to the deſtrocton ef it, he” was bound to cal 8 o 
tome forward/and: feppoter it. The militia Fſtein is the-ovly 
ſyſtem we ought to cheriſh and every attempt ro damp * "Wie I | | * 
ardbut᷑ or that body dught to be"oppeſed with exerrion.. ; 
Mr. W. Claiserne confidered the volunteers, as wel as theres 
ria, beſotging to the general deſenes of the ooodtry: ant For 
men dt Tune fee were as much bobnd te defend the Hate of 
ware, as the ſoil on which they live, and he had no doubt if neeeg 
they, Would & h 28 Kinn vgly : he died bot tik it Wos the 
jo ef ritt h6oſe to grarify 4 9 — APO Non. He was 
hear, but hoped * gentlen an — — was miſtanen 1 
bib Wertions 8 parents would prevent them going et he rruſted . 
ine wines of parents were dot ſo: confiried as to narrow their views 9 | 
| 


ts th Sh property alone. The object and&vent'of this privi- 
lege woc be, that the young men would zmmechately euliſt in the 
fvored eorþs. © oftice and polley forbade” fach a Nw bs this: if 
ſuch Would il, mihtia, wwe ſabſtantil'ſpporr of our” . ol 
vyertitheft; would receive” a/thortal Hab. Palſy Jaw that would have 1 
2 EK tendevey to iojure the militia; and you wound he ſupport of wer | 
ro- Feed Fan in dn a e [054 31) e : 1 
d it "ME aue ebHZ der esrb, Mit wh fo vertaby un 7 ta 0 
che bes Sich ot our young men woold not heſitate to pil th the fate 
= noes, ya ay a laws #gaint it, It ap e 
ely by t the argument, to be a la for the old folks, and not | il 
me young ones! However the — conceived, he did not be · 
ness that the knowing ones were to de taket 46} however he with 
6 F rot wling to raft them; and therefore baped the exception would = 
arg be Temiov FFF * 
Mr. W. chiborne Tpoke forther on the tnjuiew of this eluals, in 

+. ji winch us it gave an additional influence” to the Preſident in rhe 

ment of the officers.” As the conftitutionaliry of that power +. } 
wi queſtioned, ne moved the committee to rife, in order te give 1 


oppor For further *conſideration : his view dr whey polipo ne the 
bill till gext ſeſſion of Cengreſs. eee eee e. 
This 16tion was negatived. 3ST. a7 ne . * * 1 THE 2 
Tue former motion being dnader PEI CA . d rho. 


n, Mr. Venab le ſafd, chere appeared tb hitn t Wo a e favor of 
"We ſtriking out this eladſe': the gentleman from Delaware, and the 
Ie 5 friends bf* the danſe hid acksowledged that their object was to de- 165 
even tboſe Sho entered the corps, or to deceive „ 
Ie friends: he thougbt to leave them to expe the'princigle under 5 9 
ur fn ch they engaged, might becur- He did not like to ſee this pre- 
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| ference: given, or qhazwge; corps ſhould have. a FRE * than 
another : it was eſtabliſning corps to be exerapted from the common 

bur dens of the community if no other reaſon, he ng t this would 
ben ſufficient one /againit the gau... 

Mr, S. Smith drew ſome examples from the conduct of the militia 

5 the war, when they refuſed t ſerve hen the, period for 

which. they-were called, which proved when defeat of the army, of 

the United 3 the fame anjght;poſlibly occur: if theſe, vohungeers 

were reſtrifted „ bor woes v9 bag iv 543 0 Wie n 27 3%. 

Sir, ſaid he, never place your, commanders in-this ſituation, that 
ben they rely on the forces under their command, that reliapce 
fk ove fallacious, owing to the imperfection of your laws, He 
not like ſuch a chmmand, . nor did he belles ,any general 
would. mhh an bet ad hut yo ut mots df rn Tick Sitter ate ur 

Mr. Dayton (the ſpeaker) dad be mould need no. ſtronger, argu · 

men than the gentleman from Mary land, juſt fat down, had uſe to 

ſhow. the little reliance that could be placed on the militia he had 
ſhown, the committee what à diſadvantage there was im having 
ſection of an army on ſerviee for ſu ſhort a period as, three months. 

Should there not, he/aſked, be ſome privileges allowed go men h 

engaged themſelves for ſo long, a time as two years: Whey were the 

very firſt zo he called out on an emergency men who pledge them: 
ſelves to their country. for this purpoſe,?; What is aſked:,in;. return 
for theſe, diſadwantages ? Why that theſe 75, ooo men, thus, to be 
taken into the ſeryice, ſhould. not berech ta, ga ont pf their ge. 
ſpective ſtates. This was not unuſual; it was no more than,xeaſon; 
able. ITheſe men would be placed ee deen greateſt 
danger Was, and would, much ſereen the militia from, Lg and 
eee e of being diſagreeable to the in 07 75 Aa mi: 
tia; it would, gertainly, meet their wies. wh ard 
A gentleman bad ſuppoſed it would end the po wer - of the Pre- 
kdency Mr..Dayton conceived the: contrary it would certainly as 

bridge that , power; by preclading him from, ſending tbel#; meõ be · 
yond the limits of their ſtate. eee 
Phe queſtion ta ſtrĩke oor was carried, A yes 48, Noes 48. Inthe 

Houſe, eſter be committee roſe; it was agreed to, 51 to 44. When 

Mr. Otis moved to inſert a clauſe, ſo that thoſe volunteers ſhould 

not be compelled: to ſerve out of their ſtate. for a. longer time than 


three months aſter their arriyal at the ſeat. eee, This 
Was, carried. Aves 52. 


„ ne Jo wat ie fied 
Mr. Gallatin moved to inſert an amendment to os, ad. jon, 
which had an effect zu prevent ile Prefidens from. e 
officers till the time there was veceſſity for the troops according to 
This law. This was negatived.. Ness 56, Nays 39 TE %% 
On the queſtion fox a thir d reading, it was carried. for, Teen 
The bill was they read a third time, and the queſtion; ou 1 
dunn ANY: ers and . n an, 41.700 nl 
Bi adjourned. F 
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PROCEEDINGS. _ 
Sense Merk. x 


The following bill were taken up; the houſe in committee, and 
the houſe agr 


to them, and they were ſeverally read a third time 
and paſſed. | WT OL OT EN ” 


A bill reſpeRing diſtillers of Geneva: 
A bill to regulate the medical eſtabliſhment £ 18 
A bill to eſtabliſh the falary of the poſt . maſter general: 
A bilt providing for the ſecurity of bail in certain caſes: Ty 
A bill to reform the ſuperior courts in the territory of the United 
States North Weſt of the river Ohio: . _ n 
Is bill allowed to the chief judge of theſe courts 1, 300 dollars 
per annum, Mr. W. Claiborne moved to alter it, ſo as to be 1,000, 
the fame as thoſe of Kentucky and Tenneflee, Carried 32 to gi. 
The Senate ky to theſe amendments, and propoſed a con- 
ference,” It Was 
of Ce f 
Au act to trade and intercourſe with the Indian tribes, 
and to preſerve peace on the frontier. ag 
An aft in addition to an aft for the more general promulgation of 


the laws, 1 | ik wht t | 
authorizing the Preſident of the United States to fill 


And an -a& 
certain vacancies, in the army or navy. 


The following Meſſage was received from the Prefdent of the Uni- 
ted States, tranſmitting a ſtatement of. the veſſels with their ton- 
nage, watlike force and complement of men to which commiſſions, 


od AAR it veſſels, have been iſſued-fince the ninth of July 


1 


. 


| Gentlemen of the Senate, and | 


4 " 


| Gentlemen of the House of 4 precentatives, phy 
JUDGING it of importance to the public, that the Legiſlature 
ſhould be informed of the gradual progreſs, of their maritime reſour- 


ces, I tcayſmit to'\Congrzis, a Statement of the veſſels with their ton- 
nage, warlike farce and complement of men, to which commilſions, 
as private armed vellels, have been iſſued fince the ninth of July 
ET LIAM ovue 

„ Much zd 179 _ © 


i: 
'F 
* 
5 
XXX 
nee. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


nally agreed to poſtpone the bill till next ſeſſion 
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STATEMENT of the veſſels 
complement of men, to WH 
ſels have been iſſued by the 


tors of the. Cuſtyths under his direftion, from the h day of July, 
1798, to the twenty-firſt TED 1799. 
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h their -=_ 
commons as private armed vel. 


286, warlike force and 


of State and 


by the Collec. 


Ak 


STATS: 


. 


ö 


N Hampfhire 
1. 


Rhode-! fland 
ConneRicit 


Maryland 
Pennſylvania 


Virginia 


| 


] 


1 men ter. 


** 


1 — 


[Portſmouth 
Portland atid 
Faimouth 
Marblehead 
Plymouth 
Rath | 
Biddeford and 
Pepperelboro? 
Glouceſter 
Newbury. Port 
Bofton 
Silew and 
Beverly 
Newport 
ew 
Ne 
Middletown 
New. Tork 


— 


Baltimore 


A 


Ale india 


Bermuda Hund. 


or folk 
Newbern 
Charieftofi 


} 


— 


— 
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ind Mr. A. Foſter called up a reſolution which he leid on the table 
few days paſt to amend the conſtitution fo as that the eleRtors ſhoul 
ts Wl 9<figeate whom they vote for as Preſident, and who as Vice Preſi- 
„ dent £ he moved its reference to « committee of the whole, on the 
ſtate of the Union, which was negatived, 56, to 28. 
8. Mr. I. Parker from the conferees to meet the Senate on the a- 
of mendment of this Houſe to the bill for granting additional compen - 
bh ſation, &c. fo far as related to the allowance to the Sergeant at 
— d rus, that the two Houſes would not come to an agree- 
ment. Motion was then made and carried for the Houſe to recede 
10 i from their amendment. | Tap 
Mr, Cochran then called up his reſolution for the clerk to pa 
the money propoſed out of monies not otherwiſe e 2 of 
This was oppoſed by Mr. Macon, who moved its palkponement , 
which was negatived 33 to 31. The motion was agreed to, 37 
fo 30. 
Mr, Gregg laid on, the table a petition from Lancaſter county, 


Pennſylvania, ſi Fr perſdns, praying the repeal of the alien 
ar roms ons {ME ind 265%. Hard | 


Several reports were made from the committees of cloiins and 
commerce, and the Houfe adjourned till 7 o'clock this evening. 

Mr. Otis called up the bill for veſtiag power of retaliation in the 
Preſident in certain caſes. | bB 3 

Mr. Dent moved its poſtponement till next feſſion of Congreſs, 
which was negatived 35 to 32. 

The Houſe went into committee thereupon, Mr. Joſiah Farker in 
the chair. | *, 
On the queſtion for the committee to riſe and report the bill, a 
debate enſued. Mr. Livingſton oppoſed ir, and Mr. Otis ſupport- 
ed it. | 

The committee roſe, and in the Honſe feveral amendments were 
made after conſiderable debate; which materially altered its ap- 


arance : 


Mr. Macon then moved its poſtponement, which alfo was negatived 


48 to 37. 
The queſtion on its finally paſſing was taken by yees and nays as 
» YEAS, 


Meſſrs. Allen Baer, Bartlett, Bayard, Brooks, Bullock, Champlin 
Cochran, Dana, Dennis, Dent, Edmend, A. Folter, D. Foſter, N. 
freeman, J. Freman, Glen, Goodrich, Gordon, Gregg, Gritwold, 
Grove, Hanna, Harper, Hartley, Hindman, Helmes, Hoſmer, Im- 
lay, Kittera, „ Machir, Matthews; Morris, Otis, I. Parker, 
J. Parker, Pinckney, Reed, Schureman, Sewall; Shepard Sinnickſon, 
S. Smith, N. Smith, Spaight, Sprague, Thatcher, Thomas, Thom- 
don, Tillinghaſt, J. Trigg; Van Allen, Yarmm, Wadfworth, Waln, 
adn. of © 1 - . 


I 


* 


* 


548 CONGRESSIONAL. 


| NA S. Fend IF HY 

_ Meſirs, Baldwin, Brown, W. Claiborne, ee Clopton, Dawſou, 
m Elmendorf, Findley, Fowler, Gallatin, Gilleſpie, Harriſon, 
Havens, Jones, Livingſton, Locke, Lyon, Macon, M*Clenachag, Ie 
Dowell, New, Skinner, W. Smith, Sprigg, Stanford, 8 A. 
Trigg, Van Cortlandt, R. Willms 90. 

The Senate informed. the Houle that oy. had deres o the 
bill for the relief of Robert Sturgeon... 
A reſolution was propoſed and a reed to, that the clerk pay to 
the two door keepers, one dre ilars each for their Tr ſer- 
vices during the pure, ſeſſion. | 

Mr. D. Foſtev p ſed a reſolution that the clerk of this Houſe, 
and the ſecretary bf f Senate be directed to ly go for 400 copies 


of the edition of the Journals propoſed to . by R. Fol. 
well, which was carried, This is conformab reſolutian the 
Senate entered into at the laſt ſeſſion. 

The Senate ſubmitted an amendment to the bill for continuipg the 
draft of go, ooo militia, which goes to authorize the Preſident if be 
ſhould think fit, not to call out any part of the detachment. from 
any ſtate Eaſt ward of, tbe river Potomac. This extraordinary pro- 
pour was debated for ſome time, and at length qnenſmeully re · 

ect 
6 On Sunday a meſſage was ſent from Senate informing the Houſe 
that they had reſolved to poſtpone this bill tall next ſeſſion bor 
refs. 
e was made to adjourn ; 7 o'clock on Sunday evening, pod 
10 o'clock in the morning were propoſed : the former by Mr. Us 
na ; after ſvine obſervations, the former was negatived, and jt ap- 
pearing that the Senate had. adjourned till xo o'clock. the Hooſe a- 
_ greed then to meet, and conclude the buſineſs of the ſeſſion; ſever- 
al bills not baviog, been gone throogh with,” gry at half 


paſt ten. 
Sunday, March g. 

A bill was recived from Senate to alter che dee fer che next 
meeting of Congreſs to the third Monda ay in November. 
Mr. Bayard moved to reject the bill, and made ſome.obſervations on 
it, mentioning the probability of a. return of the fever to this city, 
which would render it an impolitic meaſure. 

The bill was rejected 54 members rifing in favoir-of it. - 

Mr. Macon made the following uſual mation 

Reſolved, that a. committee be appointed, on the part of - this 
Honſe. jointly with a committee that may be appointed ou the part 
of the Senate, to notify the Preſident of the United States, that Con- 
greſs are ready to adjourn, without day, unleſs he may have any 
further communication to make to them. 

Meſſrs, Otis, Macon and Brooks, were appointed. ü f 

Be fore the cloſe of the fitting, Mr. Otis reported, That the, com- 
mittee had attended to that duty, and that the Freſident had diretied 
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them to inform the houſe, that he had no farther communication to 
make to them except to expreſs his wiſhes for their health and hap- 
pineſs, and a pleaſant journey to their families and friends. 

Mr. Champlin propoſed the following reſolution, 

That the thanks of the houſe be preſented to Jonathan Dayton, in 
teſtimony of their approbation of his conduct in the diſcharge of the 


important and arduous duties which devolved on him while in the 
chair, | — 
The clerk * the queſtion which was carried, Ayes 40, Nors 22. 
After which the Speaker roſe and addreſſed the houſe to the fol- 
lowing effect: | 
GENTLEMEN, 


I ſhould do injuſtice to my feelings were I not to acknowledge 
my ſenſe of the gratitude due to you, for y our approbation of my con- 
duct by this ſecond vote, during the four years I have had the hon- 
or of filling this chair : and equally fo were I not to expreſs my 
ſenſe of the ſupport which has been uniformly afforded me, to which 
I attribate rather, than to my own ability or attention, the ſucceſs 
that has attended my attempts. Permit me, at the ſame time to 
ſay, that I rather feel gratified than otherwiſe at the difference of 
opinion which has marked the vote of this houſe, and which has 
not been. carried in the uſual form of unanimity of approbation. 
There are men in all public bodies, whoſe vote of approbation 
would operate rather as a cenſore than an honor: unfortunately it 
is ſo in this hoaſe. As I am about to abandon a ſcat which I have 
had the honor of filling for eight years, permit me for a moment. 
gentlemen to bid you all an affectionate fare zell. 

Several bills were ſent from the Prefid”.c, which he had approv- 
ed of. | a j 

The uſual reſolution to inform the Senate that the Houſe were 
about to adjourn was paſſed, and the Speaker adjourned 1+ | Houſe 
ſine die. 


- 
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